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INTRODUCTION.

Mr. Vallathol Narayana Menon is too well-
known to need an introduction at my hands to
the Malayalam publié. He has earned a unique
positionin the literary world of Kerala as much
by his monumental translation of Yalmiki's Ra
tayana as by the uniform excellence of his orig-
mal works. An admiring publio ks conferred
onhim the proud title of ‘Malayali Tagore’,
and the Rajah of Cochin has made him a Kavi

Thilaka.

Mr. Menon stands apart on a plane by him-
self in Malayalam_literature. Hiz distinguish-
ing characteristic is the exquisite polish of his
expressions and the refined delicacy of his sem-
timents. He is also the leader of a new revival
of poetry  which aims at freeing Malayalam
from the trammels of its medieval trapping.

The present work is an example of the best

charactenistics  of Venon's poetry. The story
is simaple. 1t describes the encounter of Parasu-
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Rama the redoubtable warrior saint, with Gan-
esh theé popular elephant faced diety. The out-
line of the story is this. Rama the favourite
disciple of Biva once went on a vist $o his Mas-
ter. On atriving afi the gates of the divine resid-
ence he was stopped by Ganesh on the plea that
noone could enter without permission when
Biva was asleep. In the Hiudu house-hold the dis-
ciple was a privileged person who had the right
of entry at all times to the master's presence-
A quarrel began on this greund with ths result
that Rama cut off one of the tusks of Ganesh,
Hearing the cries of the attendents Biva and his
consort came on the scene. The angry mother
insistod on the immediate punishment of the
disciple. But when the clouds were gathering
their thickest on Kaijlasa and a stormseemed in-
evitable Krishna and his bride happened to come
on a friendly call and through their interven-
tion everything was settled and domestic peace
reigned once again on the Silver Hill.

Mr. Menon’s handling of the story brings in
evidence in an eminant degree all the best char-
acteristics of his poetrv. lndeed in point of vioBur

and vividness of narration, Tdo not know
of any one piace in modern Malayalam literat-
ure which approaches the work now givea tothe
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public. His description of the conflict is mast-
erly and the final scene with Radhe iz done
with a rare delicacy of touch. There is certainly
no lack of colour though itis by no neans pro-
fuse . In fact Mr. Menon's effectiveness as well as
his charm lies entirely in an avoidance of pro-
fusion both in colour and in imagery. He is deli-
berate inhis cheice of soft colours rather than
loud and he seems to rejoice in the effect of
shaded light and murmered emotions.

More would not be to the purpose of this
inbroduction and it remains for me only that]
thoroughly recommend it to the public,

Eavalam,

Ko Ml PMII P
10 th June, 'I9 KR, X
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