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and pur:ty of d:ctmn it has no parallel in tht,ﬁrea. m of litera-
ture, either ancient or modern. Homer and Virgil, Dante and
Tasso, Arioste and Camoenes, and Milton and Goethe have,
in other times and countries, tried their hands at epic poctry
with varying degrees of success. But, which impartial critic
has not admitted that, after all these thirty centuries and
more have rolled by, the grand old saint of Aryavarta sits as
secure on his throne to-day aswhen Lord Brahma installed
him thereon as related in the second Canto of the Ramayana,
and that it has not fallen to the lot of any of these giants to
dislodge him from that unique eminence? His magic, as Dryden
says of Shakespeare’s, is onc that

“*Could not cqualled be;
Within that circle none might wallk bul he,”

“The merit of poetry’™ writes Macaulay “consisls inits
truth —truth conveyed to the understanding not dircctly by the
words, but cireunitously by means of imaginative associations
which serve as its conductors.”  Judged by this standard, no
“poet hus fulfilled his mission more worthily than Valmiki.
Leave the divine element which can  possibly appeal only to
the Hindu, and view it, if you chose, as cven a work of art
pure and simple—the Ramayana still remains grand, inimit-

able and supreme a faithul portraiture of all that is good and
noble in man. It is, beyond doubt

, the high water mark of
human imagintion,

Small wonder than that it guides the
thoughts and shapes the conduct of the vast majority of the

population of this country. It enters into the very marrow of
their bones and is, unto them, alike preceptor and law, Onecan
well understand Murari and Jayadeva when they say that it is
the theme and not the poet that is responsible for the select-
ion. Just cause has India to be proud of Valmiki and his
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intmortal pocm, and if one [uct more than another has contri-
buted (o elevate the Hindu nation to higher and higher
eminences from age to age, it is the presence, in their
literature, of works like the Ramayana, every syllable of
which breathes aspirit of the purest morality and loftiest
truth.

The story of Rama has been sung by difierent poets
to diverse tunes and in diversc ways in all the important
vernacular tongues of India. The perennial fountain has been
perpetually tapped with advantage. Surdas and Tulasidas,
Tukaram and Kampan, Fakir Mohan Scnapati and Madhusudan
Dutt have made the vast illiterate massess of India familiar
with the immortal teachings of the Ramayana. Inour own
Kerale, Kannassa Panikkar and HKerala Varma Raja have
striven to do for Malayalam, what these gifted poets have
done for other Indian vernacnlars, and it nay e observed in
this conncection that the work of these fwo writers duesclves
no small measure of praisc. Adaptations, and abridgments,
however, hardly answer the purpose of the original. A photo
can ncver be the actual portrait of which it 1s a mere represe-
ntation. Nor can the moon in her reflected light shine half
as brilliantly as the mid-day sun. A nccessity for the transla-
tion of the original itself, thercefore, came to be felt and Mr.
Vallathol Narayana Menon, the young and talented author of
Rituvilasa, Bhashapanchatantra and other poetical works, has
come to the rescue. FHe has done to day for his mother-
tongue what Hema Chandra Vidya Ratna has done for Bengali
and Mr- Srinivasa Aiyangar has done for Tamil. How much
time and troubte must have been sacrificed by V. N. Menon at
the altar of his self-imposed tazk may well be leftto the reader
to imagine, It is a gigantic undertaking that the gifted poct
has now brought to a happy close, and the thanks of the
Malayalam-speaking publicare in no small measure due to him,

The very work of translation isas we all know,
dreary and wearisome. That of a lengthy, and at the same
time inimitable epic poem like the Ramayana may well be
described as a Herculean task. That Mr. Menon should have
becn able to accomplish a feat of this kind in any shape is
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in itself sufficient praise for him. But when it is remembered
that the translation is faultless and faithful and preserves
with admirable grace the sublime simplicity of the original,
that praise hecomsas incapablz of measarement in words. Mr,
Menon's rendering challenges comparison with any similar
work hiterto undertaken in Malayalam and reflects the highest
credit upen its author. That the young author might be able
to produce more works of the kind and other poets might come
forward to follow in his footsteps is my earnest prayer,

TRIVANDRUI\-I,]> KFERALA VARMA

~

30—-3-1909. J VALIYA KOIL TAMPURAN, C, S. 1,
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