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#°0n one occasion, Ananda, one of the old-
est disciples of Buddha, passing by a well where
a girl of the Matanga caste was drawing water
asked her for secme water to drink. She answered:
“How dost thou ask water of me, an out-caste

who may not touch thee without contamination?”
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Ananda replied, “My sister. I ask not of thy cas-
te, I ask thee water to drink.”” The Chandala giri
was overjoved and gave Ananda water to drink.
Ananda thanked her and went his way But
the girl learning that he was a disciple of the ble-
ssed One repaired to the place where the Buddha
was. The blessed One understanding her sentim-
ents towards Ananda made use of them to open
her eyes to the truth, and took her among his
disciples.

On the admisson of this Chandala woman
into the order of Rhikshunis, King Prasenajit a_nci
the Brahimanas and Kshatriyas of Sravasti feeling
greatly scandalised, came to renionstraie with the
Lord on his conduct. The blessed One f:ferrgﬂnstrn-
ted to them the futility of caste distinctions by
the following simple reasoning.

Between ashes and eold there is a marked
difference, but between Brahmana and a Chandala
there is nothing of the kind. A Brahmana 1s not
produced like fire by the friction of dry wood; he
does not descent from the sky nor from the wind:
nor does he arise piercing the earth. The Brahmana
13 brought forth from the womb of a woman 1
exactly the same way as a Chandala. All human
beings have organs exactly alike; there is not the
slightest difference in any respect. How can they
beregarded as belonging to different specias'?Natur_ﬂ
contradictstheassumptions of anyspecific'inequali-
ty among mankind.”

Vide P. 126 Chapler on Buddhism and Casle.
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