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“I hope | might be pardoned for expressing in
conclusion my very great satisfaction that through the
efforts of the venerable Asan of the Ezhava Community
and his Ezhava Samajam, most desirable reforms (or
rather the relinquishments of the medieval pernicious
customs and conventions which have outlived their

Digitized By Kerala Sahitya Akademi



16

original usefulness and which are unsuited 10 1he needs
of a progressive community) are taking place 2mong the
Ezhavas without the necessity at present to ihz resort 1o
the legislature. | allude expecially to the fas‘-dving
customs of polygamy and polyandry (though restricted to
the cace of a woman being the common wife of hrothers?,
the now unmeaning Thalikettu or Minnukettu ceremoney,
the conniving by the Society at the loss of virginity by an
unmarried girl remaining in her mother’'s house and so
on. C. A No:46 & 47 of 1083.
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W nearss recoguoising in you a born leader of
men, a genuine descendant of the ancient saints
of our mother land, a true Bramhana soul sent,
out by the guardians of humanity for the uplift-
ing and redemption of a community whose
spiritual] interest those who call themselves high-
caste have grown so sadly oblivious.
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To His Holiness Sri Narayana Guru

All hail to thee holy Guru

To all seekers, a Kalpatarul!

Sixty years have passed this day
Since first you saw heaven's own ray.

Us you made regenerate, one,
Worldly pitfalls eager to sheen,

First in love of order and laws,

And none behind in freedom’s cause.

Thy light has run us through and through,
Ok! where would we be but for you?

For ages shall this light e‘er shine

Intact be thy power divine!

God spare thee long!"” is heard today
From Com’rin to Goa's bay,

The flags that float, the bells that ring,
Proclaim thee our Spiritual King.

O Chingom! mother of plenty,
Fellowships, feasts, rich and hearty,

Lt?ng shield from Time's cruel seizure
Him, thy most rare Precious treasure.

V. Venkitakrishnallyer B. A
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