SRI SATHYA SAI BABA AND THE RATIONALISTS

By
Dr. K, Bhaskaran Nair

Blessed indeed is our ancient land. God has agaln come into her
lap in human form. Millions of our people have recognized the pheno-
menon and are sceking and getting spiritual solace and grace from it,
But the situation has createcd ficrce animosity in certain quarters and
concerted efforts are becing made to thwart their aspirationas. 1Is it
justified; is it fair ? |

This is the important question we have,consider in the context of
the controversy set afoot, strangely, by a centre of higher education,
a university, in our country regarding Sri Sathya Sui Baba, The Vice
Chancellor and his Committee say that they are after truth., But what
do they mean by truth ? ﬂhviaualyifur them as for so many of our coun
trymen who pride themselves as 'cducated', truth mecans only veracity or
perhaps scientifically established concepts, This I would say is a
great disservice donc to mankind by modern education, this limiting of
the cnnnutatiun]tn the confines of a laboratory crucible or a few mathe-
matical aquatiuéﬂ. From this narrow, strictly circumscribed concept an
entire world view has been constructed in the course of the last few
gencerations and this has been accépted as the basis for a philosophy of
life by prcsent-day man. He does not question its premiscs, nor is he
aware of the limitations of its validity and relevance., He is satisficd
that it workse, that it has been verified by great scientists in foreign
countries and he accepts it on faith - no less blind than the worst
superstition. Actually for the vast majority of the so-called scicentia
fically minded pcople in all countries such things as the conscrvation
luws, evolution, radioactivity, the atom, relativity, the quantum, DNA,

RNA, the gene, are absolutely unintelligible, but they are always rcady

to0 swear by them. The ordinary man on the other hand knows at least
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Bleaaad indeed is our ancient land. God has again come into her lap
in buman form. It is for our poople now to make the bpest of this oppor-
tunity. Will they do it ?

This is the importunt question fucing us in the context of the cone
troversy sct afoot, strangely, by & centre of higher lcarning, & university,
in our country regarding Sri Satya Sai Baba., The Vice Cnuncellor and his
Committee say that they are after truth. Truth is a much abuscd word. To
the 'educated' Indian of today it has come to mecan only veracity or perhaps
scientifioally proved fact. This I would say is & grcat disscrvice done
to mankind by modern educetion, this limiting of the connotation of truth
to the confines of & laboratory crucible or & fcw mathcmatical cquations.
From this narrow, strictly circumscribed conccpt an entire world vicw has
been constructed in the course of the last few generations and this has
been uccepted as the basis for a philosophy ufZPy'prEBent-day.mnn. He does
not question its premiscs, nor is he aware of thc limitatlions of its
validity and reolevance., He 1is ﬂgtiafied that it works, that it can be
verified (by somebody, gsomewhere!) and that it contributoes to materiul
wallfhﬁing. This concept of truth, or truth in the philosophical sense,
is good enough so far aes it goes and as long as it works, but it does not
go far enough, It lcaves out practically everything that is fundamental
and profoundly eignificant to human 1ife, so much that cannot be reduced
totm equations and fornmlae and the rationalist analysis, There are the
experiences which form the warp and woof of scnticnt life, thc problem of
subject and objeot, of the seer and the scen, the phecnomenon of perpctuul

perishing we call time, the limitless inncer world of feeling. Science ang

philosophy, &nd even the philosophy of scitnce, huve not bothcred sbout
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these things which cennot, by und lerge and in the main, be  cven adequae
tely articulated end comminicated to others. It is here that India, per.
secuted and mmiliated though she might be by the march of history and
the tidel waves of an acquisitive matoriamlistic culture that hus swept
over the planet, has shown the way to humanity., She haus pursued truth
not in the narrow philosophical sensc but in the grand, all- embracing,
prophcetic or religious sense, That alonc resolves dualitice und distine
ctions and mekes scnse of the phantasmagoria of existcnce.

But this is just the thing that our people today have lost sight of
and in many ocases consciously and wilfully rejected. They have become
¢ntangled in the rat racc for material progress. And the worst of it is
that thB'ﬂﬁLtal climate of the country hus begun to show wide-spread sympe
toms of what psychologists call "cognitive dissonance", that is, the
tendﬂnuy/iu rcject or deny information that challenges pre-conccived
nutiuni and the abrasive aversion to hear things that may upsct the
nxiating struoture of beliefs, wise or otherwise., There is no other ex-
planation for the criticisms and challenges and controversies that are
dirccted against Buba today. They started in Korala some ten years uago,
in the sacred soil that gave birth to Sankara, andfgﬁhnuw spreading to
the neighbouring states. However, the fact romains that Baba's advent
has transformed Puttaparthi, that backward, out-of-the.way village of
Andhra Pradesh into & place of pilgimage for millions of people. There
are no advertiscments, no railway concessions &nd no invitations issucd,
And Puttaparthi is no holiday resort or tourist centre, Still it is
witnessing un ever-increasing concoursc of pcople from &ll parts of the
world. Of ‘the vast orowds that gather there, not even one in & thousand

ever gets a chance of speaking to Baba or witnessing his "miracles",
They oomé uvay after getting his darsan and are evidently satisfied, for
the time being at any rate; but they tuake the carlicst opportunity to

go there again, and again and again, To the rationulists all these .
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People arce crcdulous fools while they alone are wise. This may be desw
cribed as arrogance or overwecning pride, but it may just as well be
sheer ignorance.

His devotees call him an Avatar und worship him as God. But cven if
viewed only ag g human being thore ure muny things which are truly extra.
ordinary about him, Hig chariems is brc—.atfﬂtaking. He aliuita not only
respect but spontaneous adoration. His personulity is so powerful and
awo-inspiring that even when he crucks @ joke you hﬁaitatafyn laugh,
Something tells you that it pug decpths you cannot probe, ﬁgf you feel
mevertheless that he iaZimbudimﬂnt of love &and kindnaan.J ﬁuu forget
yoursclf in his presence und ingtinctively reslise that you are under his
care, that you have known him for ageg und that he knows you morc inti.
mutcly than anybody clse. Thils is woyuched for by dircct personal oxe
perience und corroborated by every devoteeg one haes spokén to. And then
the ability to bear the térrible physical gtrain of mundreds of thousunds
of people always gazing at you &nd looking up to you for gsolace and rceclief
from puin and sorrow and of never having a momept's rest or rospite, is une
doubtedly superhuman, His voice tukes you on i1ts wings to sublime heights
of joy and when he sings it 18 tliass itself,

These experiences urc only thé fringe benefitg that radiaste from B
Baba's porsonality, e muy minglc, tulk and joke with mcn aue onG among
thom but he hes his being in un ultogother different reylym, Thut &werencss
is forcod upon you ¢very now and then in his presence ung ygu rﬁﬂliﬂﬁ with
a sudden gense of awe that you arc witnecss to 2 ﬂ-mwﬂtur?'thnt ie uf thoe
esgence of life itself. Your soul ig uwmkecned und brought fuge to face
with the irmensity of the divine spirit that is his tIXueé nature, This
reulization for mught I know lusto only forafruction 0f 4 SGocond but its

impact is over-powering. The hurd shell of the ego is ghattered, the

fumiliar world £X falls like & veil from the fucc of reulity &nd you get

» glimpse of the supreme truth of which Buba spcuks so often. 1 tekc it
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that this is what he means when he says that his life is his mcssage.
That message is not a code of conduct or a cataloguec of intellectual cone
cepts, but the kindling of a transcendental experience in the hecarl of
man. He has declared again and again that he has come for this very
purpos¢é, namely to lead humanity towards God and to regencrate the life
of the spirit.

Though in® our country there are critics and detractors of this pro-
grammc of spiritual regeneration and the way of life that it envisages, it
is a fact that all over the world there is an intense ycarning for a funda.
mental change in the ends and aims of iifs carthly axiutania. Too long hus
it been ﬁﬂsumﬂd:mlarg&ly'undar the inspiration of the West, that all was
for the best in this, the best of all possiblc worlds, that unending prow
gress and ever-increasing affluence were attainable through industrialism
and technology &nd that the idcals and wvalues cherisghed by other civili.
zations of the past woere disgusting and unworthy of & gccond look. The
thrust of technology ma after the Second World War created such a swell
of enthusiasm and cuphoria that scientists and politicians and journalists
honestly believed that the age uf_plﬁnty was round the corner, that elec-
tricity from the atom would be too abundant to be metered, and later still,
that there would be cities in the sky and sottlements on the moon. All
this has vanished now and the talk today is about energy orisis, depletion
of natural resources, industrial pollution und degradation of the cenvirone
ment, the plunder and pillage of this lovely plunet by the greed of man
and the vulgarity of his avarice, There is also the rising ory of the
Third World where two thirds of mankind live for a place under the sun.
These bitter experiences have created wide-spread disfllusionment and the
exhubcrant faith s in industriul progress and the affluent society so
evident in the post-war period has been undermined,

Some of the best minds of the age ure today forced to contcmplate the

ambiguities of the human situation and to wonder whether the gcientific
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and rational approach to recality is the only onc that is valid and aca
ceptable. They are also begiming to rcalise that the so-called objecti.
vity of abstract knowledge is a myth, that the secer and the scen are
inseparable and that the former is us important, if not more, in redis-
covering "the wisdom that weé have lost in knowiedge." The current phrase
for this malady of civilization is "scarch for idcentity" which is only
another way of saying the old, old thing: desire to kaow onescif, not
in conceptualx thought, but in flech and blood, by sctual living OXe
P?I‘iﬁﬂﬂﬁ- The conscioug and open azllegiunce to & culturc of feeling us
agalnst the culture of the sbstract intellcct is being widely procluimed a
an antidote for the torments of existence. In this journey inwards, the
exploration of the world within, the importance of the scusltive soul,
the rcal man in human 1life, that ungecen entity which is the witness of
plecasure &nd pain, Joy and sorrow, and all thet is felt in the bone is
self.evident.

it may sound inaradibla. but it igafact, that the greatest strides
in this new ficld of enquiry are being mede in the USSR and the socialist
countries of Eastern burope. Their commitment to dialectical maicrialism
has not prevented them from pursuing rescarch in gubjects which might be
considered as tainted by religion and lpirituglity' clsewhere., Thelr
discoveries have been described a8 carth-shaking and when made known to
the West during the last few yecars, have created congternation in scien-
tific und mix militery circles, almost like tho orbiting of the first
Sputnik. As & result of this, messive rescarch effortg arec being organ-
ized in many parts of the world, often defying the frowns und casti-
gations of the scicntific establishmont. All of & sudden parapsycholo8Y,
psl, BSP, ASC, Bio-onorgy, mind exploration, TM, and a hogt of off-best
disciplines huve acquired great importance. Traditional yng gyen esotorig
knowledge of other cultures as repprcsented by such words as Acupuncture, /

Yoge, Zen, Kundalini, Prana, Tentra, Ayurveds, ctc. are boeing stydied

cia . This has produced of
with a soriousness verging on reverence R & flood i)
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publications in the form of rescarch pupers in internationald journals,
scminar reports, books eétec, und some of these are coming into our country
too through normal trade channcls., But our scholars have X alrcady
f ormecd their opinions about them znd do not want to lookx ut them., Still,
it muy be oxpected that very soon lurge mumbers of our students and pro-
feassors will go wbroad to study this'new knowledge' at first hand! , then
comé back and start departments of study and rescarch institutes hore.
This is how cducation has progressed in this country for the past five or
six generations and enlightened us to the cxtent of hating our heritage
and slinging md at everything our ancestors considercecd sacrcd!

Baba's ministry is the only silver lining in the =mimux cloud of une
knowing that has enveloped us. Wc have strayed too far from the first and
last things of 1ife to rcalise what we have mm misscd. Not only India
but the winole world needs his insights to save itself from doom. WwWhat the
grecat Goethe said of the Buddha might be applied to him with equal force:
"While others live in a waking dream hsunted by monstrous visions spuawned
by their subconscious minds, he lives the drcam of life wide awake."
Fortunate are wec who are his contemporaries. .. Scldom in history huas 1t
becen vouchsufed to so many, &nd so unmistakably, to be the witnesses of an
Avatar and to receive from it the grcatest of the gifts of carth and heuven,
love, in such abundant measurc. At the world Conference of S5ai Organi-
zutions held in Bombay in Hay 1968 Baba made & great decluration which stil)
rings in the cars of those who were fortunate enough to hecar it straight
from his lipst "This is & lhuman form in which every divinc ontity, niury
divine principle, that is to say, &ll the names and forms ascribed by mcn
to God, are msnifest. Do not allow doubt to distract you; instal steady
faith in thce altar of your heart uand you cun win & vision of my rcality.”
A mindred thousand pcople listened in rapt attention to thosc stirring
words and their hands automaticully folded in sulutation. Euba's hoart
melted at the sight and in a gesture brimming with compassion he addedi

“]I bless you, 84ll my devotees cverywhere, und my dntru’@urn too if there
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arc any." That gesture and that love flowing to friend and foe alike can
comc only from God incarnate and they are grceater than all the miracles
of his daily life.

It may wcll be that this epipheny signifies a break in history und
& break-down of social life as we huve known it for & long timc now, In
this eru of all-round scarcity caused by dwindling natural rcsourceés, Bkye
rocketing pE®» prices uand terrifying pooulation ¢xplosion, the worst scare
city of ull is cxperienced in respeet of &n cntity which is not an article
of tradc at all, namcly, human love. A dogecatedog rclatioaship has come
into being between men und man and the loneliness of human destiny in une-
beerable, 7You may be surrounded by an occan of your fellowmen, but ostill
youa urs all alone, Gonec are the days whon pcople carcd for others and
wont mxixmfxihirxwmy out of their way to hclp cach other. It is this
situation more than even the stockpile of muclcar weapons that threatcns
to destroy civilization. Science and technolozy may be ull-powerful and mmx
magy have an angwer for all problems under the sun, They may, for that
reason,be worthy of man's worship, but it has yet to be shown that they
cun produce Prema - love, The insights and the inspiration of high
example provided by the introspectives and the faithful ure the only me@fis
to that end known to mankind. In India their revelations in the glorious
dawn of our history cstablished the kinship of all creation and cnshrined
it in & nexus of ecstasy. Buba is the cmbodiment of that ecstasy and
that love, We can overcome our sorrows und rodeem oursgelves from ignore
unce and illusion by our unwavering faith in him, Sahusra preanems at
his lotus feet,

L T 1R L]
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