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At the request of the United Nations Organisation 1979 is
being obseorved as the International Year of the Child. Though this
request has been accepted with great enthusiasm by all countries -
it is a matter of shame that msnkind had to wait till this late
period in history to recognize the importance of the child in the
delicate wob of l1life and to becoms awaro of its rights. Tho child
is the woeakest momber of human society. Compared to other animsls
man's offspring comes into the world in a most helpless condition
and has to be cared for and protected for a mumber of ycars if it
is to survive at all., The child doos not ask to be brought into
this world of sorrow and suffering and as such thosc responsible i~
its birth haveatremendous responsibility and moral obligation
towards it. It is the greutest of sins to take this responsibility
lightly and to leave the child to the chance and change of carthly
destiny. Awareness of this cardinal principle, has begun to bcat
its way, albeit slowly, into the consciocusness and cven the cons-
cience, of mankind and let us hope that the IYC will be a turning
point in the history of the world in respect of this matter,

I congratulate Sri V. Ramakrishnan BABT of the Raja's High
School, Chirrakkal, on his achicvement in producing this beauti.
ful album on the IYC. A glance through it will be rcal education
to anyone who cares for the child, not only one's own but every-
one elss's, and everywhers in this unhappy world of ours. It will
also convince one of the truth of what Mshakavi Kumaran Asan saidi-

"Children are, in a way, a panacca for
the pain that is human life."

I wish Sri Ramakrishnan overy suwcess in his endeavours
which, though a labour of love, are nonetheless, of lasting value.
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