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PRETFTACE.

The Syanandarapuravarnana Prabandha already men-
tioned in the ivtroduction of the Bhaktimanjari published in
1904 as one of the works of His Highness the Svati Sri
Rama Varma Kulasekhara Maharaja, is now issued under
command of His Highness the Maharaja, with the commen-
tary of Srimat B.l]a ajo Varma Koil Tampuran of Changa-
naseri, father of His Highness the present Maharaja.

A daily service of the God  Padmanabha by way ol
reading (9@ (his work ordered by the pions author to be
conducted in the temple is even now  performed by a Brah-
min family.

The edition of the text is based on a palin-leat manus-
cript in Malayalam character, belonging to the palace. At
the instance of the Palace S arvadhikar \dkd,l' the manuscript
was lent to me by Mr, Sankara Sastri, the reader of the work
in the temple. Two manuseripes were consulted for the
preparation of the commentary; onc of them was obtained
from the Palace Library and the other from the Anantapu-

am Kottaram, Haripad,

. The present work, a sweet and simple Champukavya,
written by the author of the. Bhaktimanjari, treats of the
incarnation of the God Padmanabha and similar matters,
The work consists of ten stabakas and the subjects dealt with
respectively are the juvenile sport of the God, His divine
appearance, deseription of the divine body from head to foot,
description of the Kshetra, the holy tank, the festivals, the
hunting ceremony, the Arat procession, ‘the bathing in-the
sea and the Lakshadipa festival.

An account of the life of the wuthor given in the
mntroduction of the Bhaktimanjari is here repreduced for
the convenience of the readers.  The author, who was born
under the auspices of the stur Swati in the month of Mesha,
988 M. E. (1813 A. D) was the son of Her Hluhucw
Lakshmi Ranee, the then sovercign of Travancore.  As
there was no male heir at the time in the ro _y al Jine and as
the right to sovereignty therefore accrued to the author while
yet in the mother’s womb, His Highness is generally spoken
as wsftATy ((J(ll'bhdbl'lln(l])) Lo\mu his roynl mother at the
early age of two, the author was brought up by his aunt,
Parvati Ranee, the then Regent and his father, the well-
known Rajaraja Varma Valic Koil Tam puran, of Changaua-
gser; and under his wholesome training he grew into a
noble prince of high attainments, His Highness’ knowledge
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of languages extended to Malayalam, Sanskrit, Iinglish, Ma-
hratti, Tclugu, Kanarese, Tamil and Hindustani. — The Ma-
harajal also. dL(lUlI’Ul prohmul( y in music (Ft@) and poctry
(m&®). By uscociation with the British Residents, his tutor
Mr. Subba [i(u) who was afterwards to become his Dewan,
and his father and other worthy clders, aided in no small
degree by his natwral genius, the author was able to aquire
knowledoo of. o high order in the art of Government, and at
his sixteenth year e assumed el arge of  the State from the
Regent. ’\Lwn‘n'unﬂ\’ of character, courage, generosity,
determivation of w il whtmn\'m wsoand sympathy, all these
qualitics revealed themselves in 1lis Higbness even in boy-

hood. There is no necessity to doscrlbe, as it can  casily be
imagined, how brightly the Maharajah with the extensive
knowlulgu he pessessedy must have made these qualities
shine in him after he ascended the throne.  Even now the
magi mlmuus deeds of this sovercign are often ardently
admired and praised by the people. The Maharajah did not
survive his  thir L\hun th year of age. It was after he
assumed the wsp(m\l.»l]l v oof Government that the royal
author composed hix famous works, 1t is indeed a matter
for adwiration, that this great king, by dint of his genius,
was able in s pmx of his short life, to acquire knowledge of
various arts and to find oppor tlllllll(,\ in the midst of the

arcs of the State which he governed so W(,Il for the composi-
tion of many works which hive : acquired for him his liter: ary
fame.

The tollowmy are his works:—
Padmanabha Sataka.
2. Syanandirapuravarnana Prabandhs.
Ajanmilopakhyana.
. i\u(hdulml\hyalm
5. SangTta Kirtana in Sanskrit, Telugu and other
Innguages.

6. Utsava Varnana Prabandha.
7. Dhoktimanjavi.

SNV

The commentary i< elaborate and brings out clearly
the meaning of the text bearing testimony to the comment-
ators” kuowledee o Vvikarana and other subjects.  The
high order of his learning can also be inferred from the fact
that he was the teacher of  Kay va, Nataka, Alankara and
\% V&l\dl"'lll (o hix nephew, the late Kerala Varma Valia Koil
Tampuran €. 8. §. the poet and scholar,

s AT
Trivindrum, }
29th Novewber 1920,

T. GANAPATI SASTRI.
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