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INTRODUCTION.

 E———

'TrIS interesting little book attempts to
set forth in a small compass some salient
features of Japanese life, which Malayalee
readers will find very instructive. The
author has chosen such topics as are like-
ly to be appreciated by the reading public,
in so far as only the lighter side of Japa-
nese life is touched upon here. But it is
all the same extremely important, as con-
stituting the most determining factors in
national life. “ The child is father to the
man "’ ; and the Japanese nation, now the
wonder and admiration of the world, has
had its patriotic heroism and religious
loyalty, its perseverance and pertinacity
and its conservative temperament coupled
with progressive instincts implanted in
the heart by these early associations and
environments depicted in these pages.

One who reads the book will feel, as 1
have felt, that any amount of what we



(i)

derisively call “ Superstition’, and ‘old
world ideas '—of which the Japanese have
a lot—has not stood in the way of their
Revival in the latter part of the 19th
century. This is tomy mind a caution to
@l leaders of society, who begin first with
demolishing the basement of social organi-
sation before they can think of social re-
g:neration as possible at all. The Japa-
nese Society has nothing to compare with
the advanced social systems of the West-
erners, and yet the Japanese nation is not
& whit behind the greatest of them all in
wealth, prowess and culture. It will be
profitable to inquire into this problem, to
understand the mature of the influences
that have made the Japanese what they
are, and appraise them at their true worth ;
and I have no doubt the effort will be re-
warded by the most beneficial suggestions
to social reforimers.

The book deserves study ; and it affords
material for serious thought. Itis written
in an easy and felicitous diction well-
adapted to the subject, and calculated to



(i)

sustain the interest of readers of every
description. The interest in it is not
fleeting and fugitive, as in the many excel-
lent Series of Story books and Essays now
being written and published; nor is it
merely imaginary and fanciful, as with the
common class of biographies now in vogue.
Altogether, it supplies a model for the
kind of literature, adapted in form an’
substance to the needs of our educational
system; to be placed in the hands of
students and I hope the author will
receive every encouragement from the
authorities and the public at lalgo

TRIVANDRUM, ‘ .
2nd Oct. 1912, }A‘ GOPALA MENON.
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