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INTRODUCTION.

Mr. Anantan Pillai has asked me to write ax
introduction to this little work and I willingly comply with.
his request. He should 'be already fairly well known s
the author of similar works on “Italy” and “Japan.”

T cannot read Malayalam— to my shama be it
said, But I can fellow and understand tho language when
read to me. In the case of this book I must say that there
is more Sanskrit in it than a Tamilian could digest, but
this would net be a difficulty to the readers for whom
the book is intended. Otherwise thereis a smooth and
©ady flow from echapter to chapter. The interest i3 sus-
tained and the deseriptions are often remarkably vivid com-
ing from one who has not visited England.

The-subject-matter of the book is a brief deseri-
ption of England and English life in various aspeots,
The-author appers to have followed rather closely a little
book in English “In  Hnrgland” by one Dunn. But it is
not a mere translation, rather an intelligent adaptation,
He first doals with London a world in itscli and devotes
three chapters to the city, the West End, some notable
puildings and the Hast End. He then takes usto ths
country sido and in a fow strokes picturos its elusive life,
Thore is a deseription of ths scenery of the Lake District,
Finally in two -short chapters tho author doals with the
English Publie School and with Oxford,

On the whole, the auther hag made a praiseworthy
attempt to eapture something of the atmosphere of English
life.

* * * * #* * »
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The attemypt of the author deserves every encour-.
agement. Such books as he has been writing are rare in
our Indian Literatures, and thmr educative value is not
reahsed, We waht more of them and we want bigger
works of the same kind for grown-up people who ecannot
read English. Our civilisation is old and decrepit and the
fndian boy who is brought up in its outworn creeds will be
moved when he reads of modern progressive civilisations.
His young growing mind will begin fo be eritical of its
surroundings, His imagination will be roused and his
vision broadened. Such books as Mr. Anantan Pillai’s
‘Japan’ and ‘Italy’ and the one now on ‘England’ though
small and limited in scope, would prove ta be of consider—
able value in a scund educational system,

TRIVANDRUM
’ } V. CHANDRASEKHARAN.

i3rd April 1918,
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