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PREFACE.

Six yeirs ago, whan [ andertrok to edit those
Volumes of Criticul Esswys thah are now gsuerally
known as ‘ Sahityaprakasiks”, I had ozcasioa to pra-
pure, as part of my original cyatribution theveto, a
pretty lo1g article ou tha growth and development of
the lalayalam Luuguags and Literature from the
earlisst up 6> n>desa timss. But, as T had 6> write
it hurriedly in the course of a fortnight or so, I could
not make it sufficiently c¢rmrpshansive aad raliable
even for the purpose for which it hid b2en intended. It
has been my endeavour since then to improve upon
this rough sketch aad convert it into ashort history
of Malayalamn litsrature embodying in a nutshell ‘the
best that has biza thought and siid’ in ths muca-
neglected mother-tongue of iny native laad. Hare,
now, is the froit of my attempt, and{l veuture to
usher it forth into She blaze of public nofice-

Thoss who ave interested in ths study of Mala-
yalam literaturc would cartainly have felt the much-
to~bs- regretted want of a single volume in our lwn-
guage giving a clear and succinct accouat of the vari-
ous stages oOf its developmaent and of the numsrous
authors who have coatributed t ke it what i5 is at
the present day. 'There now exists oaly a single
book in Malayalam thit may in a1 s2nss bz termed
a History of its Langeage and Litsratare; and evaa of
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this one book (which js in two parts) “he former part
dealing with the earlier period iz, ] 'carn, now out of
print. I am referring to the timas hoaoured work of
Mr. P, Govionda Pillai of Travancores Although the
memory of Mr. Pillai deserves to be gratefully
chetished by all Malayalam-speaking people for tae
exeallent spade-work he his d-ae in the field of liter~
ary research, the fact has to be noticed even by his
devoted admirers that his book leives much to be
desired in respect of the general plan and arrangement
as also of accaracy in historical and chronological
matters. By this, however, [ do not mean to say’
that the present volume is completely free from all
these shortcomings. I am afraid it is absolutely
impossible, in the very nature of things, for any one
to write & thoroughly authentic accoaunt of the ancient
and mediaeval authors and works of Malayalam liter-
ature. Tf at all I have beeo in any way more correct
and precise than Mr- Govinda Pillay of revered
memory, it is because I have been able to take advan-
tage of the years of research that have elapsed between
him and me. As regards the plan of my work, it is
the same as is generally adopted by the renowned
wrisers of English literary history. The whole
couxse of litarature is divided into a certain number
of periods for the sake of convenience, and within
each pari®d, an aceount, chronological, as far as pessi-
ble, and comparative, is given of the various literary
‘kiods! that flourished during that pericd- Qare has
been taken in special to elucidate tha changeswhieh the
form of the langiunge has un lergoae from time to tima.
In short, T have endeavoured iv o supgestive rath e

Q0
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than an egplantory manuer to trace the evolution of
Malayalawu in its literary and linguistic aspects-

The reader fwould probably expect a wcid of
apology from me for not dwelling at length 0a tha
moerits aud defects of the works of liviig . ughors.
But 1 b:lieve theyJcan ais well anticipate wh .t «tpla-
nation I am likely to give for this fault of om ssion,
the reinedy of which I may safely eotrust iito the
more competent hinds of bold Futurity. For the
present, I rest contented with the mere indication, in
a general manaer, of the place of the mors co.spi-

Cuous oues amdng th=.n iuths history of our liter-
ature.

The quotations that ¥ have freel y lntrodueed into
the present volume-especially into that portion of
it Which deals with the “Mediaeval Period” —have
been int2nded to stimulate the reader’s interest inthe
po:tic wealth of Walabar, which, I dares Wy, is not so
despicable as is cften represented b, Impnltang
Quackary or presumptuous Ignorince- Unfortun -
tely very few of the books from Which I hiyve t+sau
them are available at the pressnt day, though tnay
rank amoung the bzst classics of Malayalam litera! re.
I nay observe here, in passing, that it is high time to
republish (in soma cises, publish) and poplarize
them. If in the meanwhile, this booklet of riine
succeeds iu creating amoug the public a genial vas.ion
for a fuller and closer appreciation of the ger . of
Malayalam literature, I shall indeed reckon it « very
great reward for my pains.,
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My sincere thanks are due to Mr.'A° D. Hari
Sarma for the valuabls help b@é has rendered me in
the publication of this book by cirefully seeing the
MSS. through the press, sometimes at great personal
ncoaveuiencs even . o ‘ A

Trichur, |  p. Sankaran. Naﬁabiyar.
5—1—-1022. | .
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