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PREFAéE

The third part of Kautaliya Arthasdstra With the
Malayalam commentary which is now issucd as No. 67 of
the Travancore Malayalam Series, contains the third adhs-
karapa— Dharmasthiya which, desls with Vyavakdra in all
aspects and therefore resembles the vyavahdra section in
the Dharmasé@stras and Smréss.

* The verse found in the commentary .~

‘wArdY wEAY avegs A gi: )
WY fed R graraa: o
(Vide p, 13)

‘Manu commences vyavahdra with rndddna, Bhargava
with v@stuka, Brhaspati with niksepa and the descendent of
Kutala with vivd@ha, if it can be accepted as authentic?, throws
much light on the vexed question whether the name of the’
author of Arthasdstra is Kautalya or Kzutilya; for by
the eftra ‘raifqaY a5’ (Papini VI 1. 105.) we get the form
Kautalya'in the - sense.of Kufal@nvaya® and not Kautilya-
All editions of the work, except that of MM. Dr. T- Gana-
pati Sastri®, however, adopt the reading Kautilya. Vis&kha-
datta, the author of Mudrar&ksasa, has used the appellation
Kaufilya for Capakya with an explanatory note in- the
verse : ‘Srfiw: gieafn’ ete. (1- 7). Many scholars identify
the author of Arthasd@stra with Capakya, the ministar: of.
Candragupta Maurya and the propounder of a crooked policy
of administration (mmwaa) ; and full testimony is borne. to
it.by the ndndi sloka of the Mudrgra*sasa :

. b N\ & i

1. The extant works of sages Bhirgava and Brhaspati, viz., ﬂn“
Sukranitisara and Brhaspati-smrti begin with Mddm

and not with vastuka and nikstps respectively. ¢ ;Tz:,fi S

e, Vide Pmbrfydmnawa (Taddhits), Madras Um‘nuﬂﬁm
Beries, No.-15. P 8.

a. Trivandrum Sendkeit éme- Nos, 0, 80 and 63.
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A close study of Kaufaliya-Arthasdstra will, however,
reveal that it resembles treatises on dharmasgastra in many
eeetions and that if a conflict arises between-a dharmasgstra
and an arthaéd@stra, the former is to be taken as more
authoritative. This would explain that in most cases thé
rules that are enunciated for the administratien of kingdom
are not against the rules of dharma. No doubi there are
some rules in the Arthas@stra which are of an objectionable
nature, but they are not to be prescribed under normal con-
ditions. Kautalya himsclf observes: wrgivdraridiqfefy-
ARy wg=ha (-e,, for the protection .of the four castes
certain unwholesome devices may be udopted in the case of
people not abiding by'dharma. Therefore the view that,,
Kautalya propounds a crooked policy is not very much.
justifiable.

‘The date of Kautalya and the Arthasdstra is one of
the problems of ancient Indian chronology which have not
yet ibeen satisfuctorily solved. Mueh depends upon the
identificaiion of the author with Canakya, the minister of
Candragupta Maurya. Westorn scholars like Drs. Winternits
and Berriedale Keith believe that the work'ié not-of o single
atthor. Their arguments have alrcady been summarised
and refuted by Dr. Ganapati Sastri in -the Introduction to
his edition of the Arthas@stra’, Wg may however observe
that the traditional view that the Arthasdstra comprising
6000 granthas in the form of .3itraswith a few verses inter-
speued at places was composed by a single author Kautalya, -
the minister of Candragupta Maurya and the exterminator
.of Nandas, seems acceptable. The unity of its authorship
and the identification of the Arthdsdstra-/cam mth the

> e

1. Arthalam-a, Part 11, T, 5. 8. No® 80, Introduction.
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minister of Candrngupta fix the date of the work as
batween 350 and 310 B. c.

.The Dharmasthiya adkikarana contains nineteen cha-
pters, The introductory chapter gives somg¢ important
suggestion regarding wvyavaAdra in general, of the valid
and invalid nature of investigation, the-required number
(three each) of the dharmasthas, and of the ministers of
the-king to constirute a court to enquire into the nature of
disputes and administer justice- It is for the safe preser-
vation of the. dutics of the four castes und the four
déramas that the king administers justice as the very
personation of Dharma-

qgduie Eard  SiEETAIRIE |
ayqat adwatot vawd: gads: |\’
p. 9)

The highesi Dharma is satya—truthfulness, and it is
for the king {p.uphold it through careful mvesug:mon
by means of evidence supplied by  witnesscs, by the
traditions of the people, and finally by his own conviction;
and he should issue px'ocla}nations for the commmon wpal
of the people.

oy @ feuat WAl sy |anyy
wRe émt {&i ooy g e o'
(p- 10)

Such an administration of the kingdom by a king
would bless hin with divine gifts both temporal .and
spiritual, but if the king dozs not rule the people well or
punishes them withont proper investigdtion, and thus
upsats the well.established social .order, he is sure to fall.

g gyt Tl war N IRy |
" weigat el f&mwﬁm w
(p. 10)

The following eighteen chaprers dealwith ¢he: plghtecn
vyavakdra-padas beginning with wughasamyukia since
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most vyavah@ras —transactions in life, ate the outcome of
marriage— viv@ha picvo vyavahdral. The eighteen vyava-
k@rapadas according to Kautalya are as fallows:—

1. Viv@hasamyukta Disputes connected ‘with
marrizge, the duty of myrriages the property of women, and
compensation for remirriige (Ch. 1I); the duty of a wife,
maintenance of  woman, cruelty to women, enmity between
husband and wife, a wife's (ransgression, her kindness to
anocher ani forbidden transactions (“h. I1I); vagrancys
elopsm-n » nud :hort o long sojournmen's (Ch, IV).

2. Ddyabhdga. Division of inherited property, time
of its division (Clr. V); special shares in property (C1- VI);
division among sons and their order of inheritance (Ch.
VII)Q

3. Vastuka- The construction of buildings, fields,
gardens, lakes aud tanks (Ch. VIIL); sale of buildings,
boundary dispat:s, dispures about fields‘ miscellaneous”
hindrances and remission of taxes for the construction of
new works, ete. (Ch. IX); destruction of pasture lands,
fields and roads (Ch. X)-

4,. Samayanapdkarma. Neglect and violation of
agreements (Ch. X). |

5. .Rnddana. Recovery of debts with different raies
of interest; witneeses — three or at lcast two reliable and
honest persons, taking oaths before sacred objects (Ch- XI).

6. Aupanidhitd, Deposits (Ch. XII).

7. Dasakarmakarakalpa. Rules regarding slaver and
lakourers (Ch- XIII & XIV).

8. Sambhiyasamwh@na. Co-operative under-takings
(Che XIV).

9. Vikrita- krit@nusaya. Rescission of purchase and
marriage cantzacts (Ch, XV).



10. ])attdnapdkarma."Resumption of gifts (Ch.
XVID).

1. Asv@mivikraya. Sale of objects without owner=
ship (Ch XV,

12. Svasvy@mivikraya- One’- iitle or ownership to
one’s property (Ch. XVI).

13.  Sahasa- Sudden and violent seizurc of person or
property; robbery (Ch. X VII).

14. Vakparusya- Dcfamation by calumny, contem.
ptuous talk or intimidation (Ch X VIII).

15, Dandapdrusya. Assauli by strik-ng or hurting
persons (Ch, XIX).

16. Dyata- Gambling (Ch, XX).

17. Samahvaya- Betting :nd challenging  (Ch.
XX). |

18 Prakirnaka. Miscellaneous things that have not
been included in the vyavah@ra~padas already stated (Ch-
XX).

A comparative table of ths vyavah&rapadas according
to Kautalya and other important authors on Dharmasastra
is given in the Malayalam Introduction which deals with
this topic in greater detail. Therein parallel passages
found in Kaufaliya and important Smrti works are collected
with short introductory notes in Malayalam. Kautalya’s
views regarding niyoga, re-marriage of widows, gambling
and beiting etc,y which are in conflict with the views of the
Smyrts-kdras, are also elucidated in that Intrcduction-

The imporrance of the commentary iv old Malayalam
language published here caunct be over-estimated. Dr.
Ganapati Sastri’s commentary ies to alarge e¢xtent, based on
this Malayalam commentary so far as it is available, It is

*very brief and suggestive and helps in many places to decide
the correct readings of the text Dr. Ganapati Sastri hw



é
already done much to cor.<ct we readings of the text on the
basis of thie :ommentary. Arthusastra-visarada Dr. R.
Shama Sastri’s English translation of the Kautaltya Artha-
§dstra is, no doubt, a pionec~ work in the field, but it re-
quires a thorough revision n some places in the light of
new materials now available to scholars. Muany passage
can be better interprcted on the basis of the Maluyalam
commentary than has been done in the English rendering,
To cite but a few wstances: —

‘qUiwgee: oswaRT:, raqaniggeRt goeea: | (1. 1. p. §)
has been trauslated as <Fine for parokta is five times
the amount; fine for self-assertion is ten times the
amcunt’- (pp- 189 — 90°  The Malayalam commentary
reads as foliows  puaraj tan@yullavan wvacca arthattil
anconru dandam; parajitan saksiyil munua tane vadiya.
vonakil pattsilonru dandam’ (p- 8). li interprets the
terms padncabandha and-dafabandha in the sense of one-
Sifth and one-tenth as against five times and' ten times as
found in the English Translation. The interpretation
found in the Maiayaium commentary finds supportin the
commentaries’ of Y@mavalkya-Smrts- Cf- ‘aezsaeq 957
atal @’ (Mit@isard p- 423); 'wvwesq:  gs9Et W (Bala-
krida, Vol 1. p- 262); Rggragaasearumataa wadmm
o v § 9swaq: (Apardrka, Vol-11. 1. 777)- Dr. Ganapati
Sastri’s Srimaila-vydkhya on the Arthasd@stra bas followed
the Malayalam commeutary- Cf. «quisa: yagmwmi—'(Vol- 11
p- 6)- The Malayalam rendering of the Artha$dstra published
from Cochin, however, follows the English Translation
in rendering the terms pascabandha and dasabandha
as ‘aficirattiyum  pattiraytiyum’ (p. 255)- The terms
dasabandha aud pascabandha occur again in chapter XIII.
FAAGA  FWEE! 9. IIWY AT WGEAT  ZIRYIT  T0R:
qgeqwedi w1 I©  The English trauslation rurs thus: <Failure
to pay wages shall be punished with a fine of ten times
the amount of the wsges or six panas; misappropriation
-of wages ehuli be punished with a fine of five times the
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amount of the wages or twelve papas’. (- 933). The
Malayalam commentary interprets the térms in the sense
of one-tenth and one-fifth respectively-

Again in the ‘Sambhiaya-samutthana’ section, the’ satrai
‘FERTREERTETSTIA: §9 §9:, W A1 @IQA’ 8 trans-
lated thus: — ¢The surviving priests carrying the balance
of the present or any other relatives of a dead priest, ehall
perform the funeral ccremony of ihe dead for ten days and
nights’ (p. 236)- This translation is misleading and does not
convey the sense of the original. As the Malayalam com-
mentary goes, the §2¢ra seems to meari that if a priest dies in
the middle of the sacrifice, his partncrs who sl.are the income
have*to do the work of the deceasid within ten days of his
death; or others on whom the yajam@na has ccmplete faith
may be asked to doit- The section preceding this sttra
deserves a close scrutiny and the English reudering cf the
gection ‘gTWSI: TTIRFIAT Fangaor.
qfwon sqremman:’ is to be thoroughly revised.

:&ga'm the sitra: ‘TARRTMTIET FUTE UY srar is wrongly
translated- ¢The creditor shall pay three-fourths ard the
debtor one fourth (of the fine)y (Ch. XI- p- 222)- Here the
words ‘wrarer and sqrar’ are wrongly translated. ~Adata
means debtor, one who receives the debt, and pradd:2 is
the creditor, one who gives it to the other.

Then againin the Vakparusya section, the satra : —
R e e weg RuFmsa’ (p- 105 106) is trans
lated thus: ¢As to the reality of impotency of women, the
seum of urine or the low specific gravity of facces i _water
“(the sinking of faeces in water) shall furnish the necessary
evidence’. The Malayalam eommentary explains the term
as urine without scum or fcam- The Sanskrit commentary -
follows the Malayalam commentary. Ci- ‘agueramdr grde:’
The part ‘wieg fayimvease’ is not commented on-in the
Malayalam commentary while Drs: Shama Segtri and
Ganapati Sustri adopt it-
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It is noteworthy that the Malayalam commentary dozs
not comment on many words or phrases in the sitras and
these omissions are given as foot-notes. It is difficult to
say wheiher the uncommented portions do not form the
parts of the sdtra-text or whether they are not commented
on simply besausc they do not require any explanation.

In some places the accepted readings of the sifras have
to be modified in view of the commentary on page: 111
the sitra ‘@oq FEaAqEE! A9 qUe:’ is to be modified as
‘wg? AoaAvEAr Hwaeolt gy’ siuce the commentary rums
thus: dravar kalahikkaccaite itaye aparadhanametuttu-kontu-
pokil irunire panam dandam’ Dr. Ganapati Sastri has adopt-
ed the reading ‘gwqor:’ and noted in his commentary tkat
¢gamor:’ should be ‘fgwmagm:’  according to'the Malayalam
comment‘nrv blmllmly the section ‘grugat cmﬁm‘& sianR
Qo TEEO qr qwe: 1 ghovatangs iggo' — (p- 112) should
have according to the Malayalam comme..tary some supple-
mentary satras like the following:

‘pufagrol egdn: | FANIVIASLITATRONA: | IOFRYR
QI 'Y AGH: AEIR: AAWEAEIN | WO R W
ey (Vide p. 112)

The edition of this volume is based on the following—

I. Printed material

1. MM. Dr- T- Gunapati Sastri's edition of the
-A~thasastra, Vol, IJ, T. S. S. No. 80.
2. Dr. Shama Sastri’s edition-of the Arthasdstra,

Mysore
. 3. Dr. Jblly s cdition of the text in the Punjab San-
skrit Scries. .

II. Manuscripts
1, Ts. No. 308 B. ‘Lranscript in Malayalam cha.
racters belonging to the
Curator’s Office Library.
2,1 Ts. No, 574. Transcript in Tamil chards
ciers belonging to- the: Cures
tor’s Office Library.
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8. Ms. No. 2537 Palm leaf ms. belonging to
tht University Mess, Library

(text alone).
4. Ms, No. L. 1066 Palm leaf ms. belonging to
the University Mss. Library

(text alone)

5. .P. No 1286 Palm leaf ms. belonging to
the Palace Library, Trivan-
drum.

Dr. Ganapati Sastri’s texi has been uniformly given
as the text of this part, as was the case in the two previous
parts, and variant readings found in other editions and
in the manuscripts are given as foot-notes.

The editorial work of this volume was mainly
entrusted to Pandit S. Sankararama Sasiri of the publication
section of this Library- He was sassisted by Pandit N.
Raghavan Nair of the same scction iir proof-reading and in
the preparation of the different appeudices, the tablel. of
contents etc. Mr, Sastri has also written a long Introduc-
tion in Malayalam in which he makes a comparative study
of the Kaufaliya Arthasastra, Manusmrti, Y djravalkyo-
smrtis N@radasmyti and others where parallel passages are
found. He hus dealt with thos¢ secuons in which Kauta-
lya does not agree with other Smrtikdres. 1 render my
thanks to Mr. Sankgrarama Sastri and Mr.- Raghavan Nair
for their help and co-operation :in the publication of this
work.

It is beyoud my power to adequately express my
gratitude to His Highness the Maharaja and the other
members of the Royal family of Travancore for the interest
they have evinced and are still evincing in the promotion
of classical learning in Travancore by collecting rare and
valuable manuscripts and publishing them. I also express
here my indebtedness to our illustrious Dewan Sachivottama
Dr, Sir C. P. Ramaswami Aiyer, Avl., K. C. 8 I,
K. C. I. E, LL D, whose unbounded’ love
sxd nunstinted support for the publication work of this
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Library have alwaye stced in my gocd stead. I aleo
record here my thanks to H. C. Papworth Eeq., M- A.,
0. B. E, the Pro-Vice Chancellor, snd Mahakavi- Rao
Sahib Ulloor S. Parameswara » Aiyar, M. A., B. L., the
Dean of the Faculty of Oriental Studies and Fine Arts of

the University of Travancore.

University Mss. Library, MIwarmsakaratna,
Trivandrum, V. A. KAMASWAMI] SASTRI,

24th May 1945. Honorary Director,
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