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THE AGE OF |
STHANU RAVI, THE CHERA EMPEROR

[Read in the Patna Sesson of the .
Indian History Congress, held in 1946.
Vide the proceedings Vol. IX ]

The regnal year of Sthanu Ravi has been mentioned
in the well known Tarisappalli plates * by Ayyanadikal,
one of his vassals. But the question of fixing his date
has proved a knotty problem of Chera history. The
late Mr. Gopinatha Rao has arrived at the conclusion
that this King flourished in the 9th Century A. D. on
the evidence of Tillaisthanam and Tirruvottiyur records?

and this has now been confirmed by other sources
recently discovered.

A manuscript copy of an unpublished commentary
on Liaghubhaskariya is available in the Oriental Manu-
script Library, Trivandrum It was written by one
Sankaranarayana, a court astronomer of Sthanu Ravi.
It throws considerable light on the history of the period,
[n the first verse, Sankaranarayana praises Sthanu (Siva)
ia words which are applicable by virtue of double
entendre to the Emperor as well.® Tt is stated in this
work that the King put a question to Sankaranarayana

1. T.A.S. Vol. II, pace 67.
2. T.A.S. Vol II, pp. 76-77.
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regarding a solar eclipse.* The date of the eclipse i.s given
as Angartvambara nandavedamanubhir yate dinanam
gane i.e- after the expiry of 1449066 days from tfme
beginning of Kali Yuga. This corresponds to the 25th
of Mithunam 41 M, E. (June °866 A. D) The inct.dem.:e
of the solar eclipse on that day and its visibility 1n
Kerala are authentically corroborated. In another pla<.:e
Sankaranarayana says that Jupiter and Saturn werein
Dhanus (Sagittarius) whea his patron completed his 25th
year,® certainly, regnal year as the Emperor appears to
be an aged man from other remarks found in the work;
and every student of history and epigraphy knows that
such references mean the regnal years of Kings:
These planets were together in Dhanus only in 44 M E:
and in no other year in that century- [t is thus evident
that Sthanu Ravi came to the throne in 19 M- E. (844
A. D-) Asthe Tillaisthanam record shows that Sthanu
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1449066. The date of the Huzur Office Plate of Karunandadakkan
is 1449087. i. e. 213t day after this eclipse.
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Ravi was a contemporary of the Chola Adityal
(871-907) it hasto be presumed that hs ruled over
Kerala at least during the early years of Aditya and
that his reign extended over 30 years beginning with
844 A. D. Asthe Tarisappalli plates are dated the
fifth regnal year of this King the actual date of the
reccrd must be 849 A. D.  Vijayaraga, the Koyiladhi-
kari mentioned in the plates was a son-in-law of Sthanu
Ravi. Tt could not be inconsistent if Nili, Vijayaraga's
daughter i. e grand daughter of Sthanu Ravi is found
to be living in the year 935, the date of the Tiruvottiyar
record- '

Kulasekhara-dynastic title- It is seen that the
full name of the King was Sthanu Ravi Kulasekhara,
Ravi i- e- Ravi Varma being his name and, Sthanu and
Kulasekhara titles. The word Sthanu is seen to have
l:een used only in the first verse and in the body of the
text the King is referred to either as Ravi or as Kulase-
khara. Many of the rulers of this dynasty have been
mentioned as Ku'asehkaras.? It is, therefore, but naiusal
to infer that this was a dynastic title and that the
Empire was fuonded by one Kulasekhara, most probably

the celebrated author of Perumal Tirumozhi and Mukun—
damala. :

Mahodayapura, the Capital- Thecapital of Sthanu
Ravi and other Sover-igns of this Empiré' was Mahodaya-
puram- It was commonly called Mahotai in inscriptions
Kottakkakam, Senamukham, Balakridesvaram, Ja-
yaratesvaram, Kodungallocr etc., were parts of the
city. The city was protected by high fortresses. The
scicnee of astronomy bad reached great heights in

7. The author of three Sanskrit dramas and the patrons of
Vasudeva Bhattatiri and Prabhakara Bhatta were Kulasekharas,

Ins-
criptions also mention more than one Kulasekhara,
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Kerala at that time and the system of Aryabhata was
generally being followed- The Emperor was himself
proficient in Astronomy and a patroa of Art and
Science: He had a well equipped Observatory .at
Mahodayapuram about which many a detail is given in
the aforesaid commentary,® It is interesting to note that
there were satisfactory arrangements for recording
correct time and for announcing it to the public by the
tolling of bells at intervals of a ghatika (24 minutes)
from different stations.®

The King has been mentioned in many places as
belonging to the Kerala dynasty-*® The term Kerala is
only a sanskritised form of Chera and so the reference
may be to his bzing a descendant of the Early Cheras -

The system of inheritance in Kerala was
Makkattaya even at that period- The matriarchal
system began only after the Chola war which lasted for
about 100 years from 1003 A- D. onwards. The com-
pulsory military training which resulted in the formation

of the Chaver'' army (suicide squads) might probably
have been the cause of this change-
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THE SUICIDE SQUADS OF KERALA
(11ta-18tTH CENTURY)

[Read in the 'B'Ombay Session of the
Indian History Congress held in 1947.
Vide the proceedings Vol. X]

Suicide squads ‘became famous during the last
War when those of Japan figured widely in the news,
notably after the sudden destruction of the Prince of
Wales and Repulse, the supposedly invincible men-of-
war of the British Navy and during the surprising
victories won by the Japanese '‘army in the course of
their occupation of Singapore and the Malaya Peninsula.
An attempt is made in this paper to bring to light some
details about similar suicide squads that existed in
Kerala from the 11th to 18th Century A. D.

We have many references in the accounts of foreign
travellers ab:ut the suicide squads of Kerala of the
medicval pericd from tbe 15th to the !8th Century-.
They are called Amoucos or Amochi in the Portuguese
accounts and this word has been explained as a corrup-
tion of the Sanskrit word dmokshya.® The Malayalam
term for the suicide squad is Chavettu Pada. Pada means
‘army, squad’ and Chaver ‘one who vowed oneself to
death,’ of course, for the hcnour of one’s King and
Country. The word Chaver itself has been used by Cas-
tenheda® to denote a member of the suicide squad. **The

1., Kerala History by K. P. Padmanabha Menon, Vol I. p-SII.
But it may be explained more correctly as a corruption of the Sanskrit
word *‘Amogha’ meaning unfailing, efficacious.

2. A manuscript account of Malabar. See Kerala History
ol. I, p. s1Vo.
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Amochi bad vowed not to return from the battle-field
without victory” says Purchas- Again, “The King of
Cochin hath a great number of gentlemen wbich he
called Amochi and some are called Nairi- These two
sorts of men esteem not their lives anything, sc that it
may be for the honour of the King”.* “If the Prince is
slain, the Amochi who are numerous would avenge him
desperately. These are soldiers who swear to defend
the King’s life with their own-2” De Gubernatis records
““Their forces consist in a kind of Nair soldiers whom
they call Amochi, who are to die at the King’s pleasure
or when they lose him in war,”®

The manner in which the Chaver army served the
rulers and the part they played in medieval polity are
well illustrated in the incidents noted below-

In the war that took place between Cochin and
Calicut, three Cochin Princes including Marumahan
Rajah the heir-apparent were killed in 1504 at Eda-
ppalli- Thereupon two hundred Chavers of the heir-
apparent, who survived their master, ‘shaved off all
their hair, even of their eye-brows. They made their
way to the enemy’s territory and slaughtered all they
met- Twenty of them managed to reach the neighbour-
hood of Calicut, killing as many as possible- In turn,
they were killed off one by one to the last man by the
army of the Zamorin. But it took five years to achieve
this.*

Purchas—His Pilgrims.
See Kerala History, Vol. III, p. 230.
P. 154, also Kerala History, Vol. I, p. 511.

Rise of Portuguese Power in India by Whiteway. p. 96
A.D, 154s.

A W N =
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Tn 1510 the Portuyuese suffered a crushing defeat
at the hands ol the Chaver army of the Zamorin, Albu-
querque as advised by Marechal Dom Ferdinando.
Cutinko made a sudden attack on Calicut, while the
Zamorin was away from the capital. The garrison in
the city consisted only of a few hundred soldiers. The
Portuguese without much opposition reached the city
They began to pillage and desecrate the Palace. This
naturally roused the Chavers- In the fight that follo ved,
most of the Portuguese including the Captain Marechal
perished- Only Albuquerqae and a small party escaped.
As Sardar K, M- Panikkar observes, this ended ‘in the

greatest disaster that overtook Portuguese arms in the
East.’?

On another occasion the Portuguese attacked
Vadakkumkur whose Rajah was ‘the most powerful of
the Nair Chiefs’? at that time- In the battle that took
place at Vaduthalai (1550) the Rajah who led the army
in person died. Then appeared on the scene the Chaver
army of Vadakkumkur. The Portuguese force had to
flee with much loss and the captain himself was killed:
Not being satisfied with this, the Chavers 4000 in number®
‘all sworn to avenge the death of their king entered the
territory of Cochin, killing a large number’® The
Portuguese and their ally, the Rajah of Cochin were
forced to take refuge in the fort. Again another army
of Chaver consisting of Mappilas was sent by the Rajah

1. Malabar and the Portuguese.
2. Malabar and the Portuguese.

3. 5000 according to K. P. Padmanabha Menon. Cochin
History Vol. I, p. 373.

4. The Portuguese in Indiaby Danvers Vol. I, pp. 489-90,
also Whiteway p. 323.
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of Vadakkumkus and they succeeded in killing the king
of Cothin in 15361 A D. '
" Thus we have sufficient records during the
Portuguesé period. A good number of the Chavers might
have perished by the firearms of the Portuguese- But
the system was in existence even at the time of Mar-
thanda Varma, the maker of Modern Travancore: In
his war with Kayamkulam, the King who commarnded
the Kayamkuiarn army in person was killed /1731%),
To avenge the death of the Rajah about 300 Chavers
entered Venad and made great havoc till they were all
killed * ' ‘ ' '
If any Chaver was killed, his family would be given
lands free of taxes to be enjoyed for all times. These
tenures were called” Chavettuviruththi- The Revenue
accounts of the States of Travancore and. Cochin used
to show Chavettuviruththilands as a separate class, But
they are, now, brought under Inam lands leaving their
origin in obscurity. It would appear that military
service was compulsory for the holders of these lands,
even at the time ¢f Dharma Rajah- An official order
of the year 1760 says ‘those who held Viruththi lands
and did not go to the battle-field should be deprived of
those privileged possessions ®  There are such families
even now and T have personal knowledge of some such
families whose major male members all died in the
battle of Aykotta in which Travancore fought against

Tippu (1789,) and they hold Chavettu Viruththilands
even ncw.

I.

Old records of the Sri Padmanabha Temple at Trivandrum,
brought to

light by the eminent scholar Suranad P, N. Kunjan pillai.
Recently published Travancore State Manual Vol. II, Appendix p. 120.

2. Travancore State Manual, Vol. II, Appendix p. 163.
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The materials available at present show that the
Chaver army hadthree functions—those of the standing
army, of the Police and of the Scoutt We have been
dealing with the first of these functions. We shall now
refer to the other two.

Whiteway says that the Portuguese used to
engage a company of Chavers in each and every fort they
owned- These companies were called Changathams Most
of theimportant temples in Kerala had Chanjathims
attached to them. In 1544 De Sousa,the notorious Portu-
guese Governer led an expedition to attack the temple at
Thevalakkarai. There were two Changathams attached
to it. But one of the Captains with almost all the guards
was absent. The temple authorities offered £12099,
on condition that De Sousa should return without
plundering the temple, But it was of no use: Every-
thing in the temple was looted and plundered, and he
was returning when ‘a Nair, dressed with scrupulous
care, with all his ornameanfs, followed by 10 or 12 others
flung himself on the Portuguese ranks. It was the
remaining Changatham who thus tried to wipe out by
their death the stain upon their honour.”

Another duty assigned to the Changathakkar was
to render help to travellers who were to be safely con-
ducted from one place to another without receiving any
remuneration. This practice was in vogue until the
present police system came into force.?

Iris clear from the above that there existed
suicide squads in Kerala {rom the beginning of the 16th

1. Whiteway p. 284
2. Cochin History by K. P. Padinaaabha Menon Vol. I, p. 58.
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century to almost the end of the 18th century We
shall now try to find out whether there are earlier
records to prove the existence of this type of army
before the 16th century-

Payyannur Pattola, a very ancient Malayalam
work makes mention of suicide squads®. The date of
the work carpot be fixed with certainty. Butit is be-
lieved to be a poem of the 13th century. Going further
back, there are references abcut the Chaver army of
Kerala in the inscriptions of the period of Kulottunga L
the Chola King (1070-1120)- His Cholapuram record of
the 30th year? says ‘“While the whole of the Chaver army
of Kerala® ascended to heaven, he was pleased to fix the
boundaries of Tennadu”*, These boundaries have been
suggested as Podiyil hills; Sahya mountains and Kanya-
kumari. all in his kingdom Itis further said that
garrisons were posted on these bcundaries and Kettar

1. ‘Chavalarai pole ni yakalappovum.

Changatham venam perikayippol’. Here the words ‘“Chavalar’
(plural form) and Changatham ar: used.

2. Travancore Archaeological Series, Vol. VI, p. 15.

3. ‘Kadalmalainadu’ in the inscription means Kerala north of
Nanchinadu. It exclud:s Kudaku which also is included in the general
term Malainadu. That Malainadu did not comprise the territories
south of Quilion contained in the recently published Travancove State
Manual regarding the history of the period is erroneous. Thirunandik-

karai and Thiruvartar, more than 70 miles south of Quilon, are often
referred to in inscriptions as places in Malainadu.

4. The word Chaver has been translated inaccurately as ‘heroes’
by Mr. A. S. Ramanatha Iyer (T.A. S. VI, p. 18) and as ‘veteran
soldiers’ by Professor K. A. Nilakanta Sastri (Studies in Chola History
and Administration, p. 191) owing to the unfamiliarity of these Tamil
scholars with a word of undéubted import in Malayalam.
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has been specified as the most important outpost. Prof:
Raghava Iyengar of the Travancore University has in-
formed me that the contemporary Tamil literature
contains references about the Chavers of Kerala and that
he could see no earlier reference in Tamil.*

In this connection we have to bearin mind a
picture of the last phases of the Hundred Years’ War?
between the imperial Cholas and the Kulasekharas of
Mahodai® which began about the fifteenth year of
Rajaraja (985-1014)—the year in which the Cholas were
able to defeat the Chera army for the first time—the
year which Rajaraja thought ‘worthy of being worship-
ped by all other years in the whole of eternity.’*

1. The Chavers of Kerala are mentioned in the well-known
Thiruvadi record also. It is stated therein that Naralokavira, the best
known of Kulottunga's lieutenants, fought against the Chavers.
(Chavettin thin cerikkei’. But eatlier inscriptions of the period of
Kulottunga make no mention of them.

2. Itis one single war from our point of view which began in
Circa 1000 A. D. and ended in Circa 1100. The Kulasekharas did not
yield even to Rajendra who inflicted many a crushing defeat on their
armies, devastated their capital Mahodai and demolished Kanthalur, the
southern most military stronghold. (Kanthalur which was famous for its
Vedic College in the gth century becomes a strong Chera military centre
during the Chola War and disappears after that from history along with
Mahodai.) Itis true that Rajendra appointed his son Sundara Chola-
pandya as the Viceroy of ‘western countries’ too. But he could rule only
southern Travancore. It may be noted that no Chola inscription has
been till now discovered nor any vestige of Choia rule to the north of
Trivandrum, which formed the Kulasekhara Empire proper. A careful
study of all the materials of the period shows thatthe war continued,
though the Empire was shattered about the time of Rajendra.

3. See the papers contributed to the IX Session of the Indian
History Congress by Prof. V. Narayan Pillai and myself.

4. ‘Uzhiyil ellayantum thozhuthakavilamkum yante’.
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About the time of Kulottunga’s accession, the
Cholas lost their hold not only in South Travancore,
but Tirunelveli and Madura Districts. Kulottunga had
to lead an expedition against the Cheras and the
Pandyas. He set fire to the fortress at Kottar.,? smash-
ed the innumerable forces of the Keralas® and erected
a pillar of victory on thesea coast. Proceeding north
Kulottunga attacked Vizhinnam and Kanthalur.® But

his first attempt ended in failare- So he had to reinforce
his army a second time and capture Kanthalur-® This
time the defeat was final and the whole of South
Travancore passed into the hands of the Cholas again
Encouraged by this victory Kulottunga proceeded fur-
ther north and attacked Quilon®.  All these conquests

were effected a few years before the Cholapuram record
with which we are dealing-

Not let us study the inscription in the light of the
above mentioned facts, Itisstated therein that the
Chola army killed all the Chavers of Kerala i- e. that the
Cheras suffered defeat. If so, why did Kulottunga give
a considerable portion of his kingdem—the whole o
South Travancore north of Kottar which the Cholas

1. The Colas Vol, II, Part, I, p- 15.

2. “grem Wz gniua @ w1 qosy qoggg: )

(Chidambaram record)
U [ ~ SRS S Y o, S b
tle \9ZET T o @TAT EEE e | (Chidambaram record)

4. Kalingattupparani—‘was it not this army  that destroyed’
Vizhinnam and Salai,’

5. Vikramacholan Ula,
6. The Cholas Vol, II, Part I, p. 21.
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were practically enjoying ever since the disippearance
of the Ay Kings about 925 A. D.—to his inveterate
enemy the Chera King. Certainly not a voluntary gift,
And moreover military outposts were established on the
boundaries including the one at Kottar. Naturally one
is led to conclude from these data that the Cholas suffered
heavy loss at the hands of the Chaver army, sometime
after their attack on Quilon. Not only ‘the Chavers who
formed a considerable section of the forces’' of the
Cheras succeeded in driving out the Cholas from the
Chera country, but conquered: South Travancore from
the Cholas. Kulottunga became alarmed at this and est-
ablished military outposts in Kottar and other places
with a view to preventing the advancing Chavers,® and
not ‘to strike terror into his enemies’ The subsequent
bistory too helps us to this conclusion. The Cholas had
to leave Kottar very soon. On the 11th of Avani® 295
M. E, (Auvgust 1119) the invincible Chavers conquered
Kottar and annexed the remaining portions of Nanchi-
nadu to theChera Empire. The Cholapuram record® of
1126 proves beyond all' doubt that Nanchinad had
pasced into the hards of the Cheras by that time.

1. Studies in Chola History and Administration p. 191. The
Pandyas are also said to have had the Chavers in their Army. But this
statement seems erroneous, It appears that the Pandyas who lost their
kingdom, were staying in the Chera country because of their intimate
relationship with the Kulasekharas of Mahodai. The Pandyas, about
this period began to use the title Kulasekhara; the Kulasekharas who
were of Solar dynasty became of Lunar dynasty like the Pandyas and
the Ay Kings. The reason for all thescis not clear. Some branches
of the Pandya Royal Family permanently settled down in certain
pacts of Kerala and in course of time became local rulers.

2. The Nilaippadai stationed at Kottar is referred to in his 39th
year inscription also. T. A.S. I p. 246.

3. This record was published by the writer in ‘Dharmadesam®
Birth Day Special 1946 (Malayalam).

4. T.A.S. 1V p.17.
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fore. the time -of Kulottunga, we have 'no
rehcorﬂd lz?beout the Chavers of Keral.a- The cucumisé:gc:s
created by the long Chola War might have pl‘(fwCh an
incentive to the establishment of t}le system o ?Or
by the Kulasekbaras- Itis pessible thgt compil s bg
military training, which was in vegue till Kedrada in-
came subject to the British, was first {ntroduc‘e ur hg
this war. But it is evident that that did ngt produce t e;
desired effect bhecause of the overwhelming st‘rengho
the Chola army.- Soin the last stage of tneg\(’ar,
Possibly after the first wars of Kulottunga, Rama
Varma Kulasekbara' the fcunder of the Venad .Royal
family, and the then sovereign of Ke'rala. 9rgamsed a
huge army of Chavers who succeeded indriving out, first
from Quilon,? then from South Travancore and lastly

I,

T. A S. V. 44. The record shows that he was staying in
Quilon with four Talis. From the Perunna record of this King (T. A. S.
V. 38) we understand he was in Nediyatali at Kodungallur for some-
time, That his palace was burned to ashes and the capital Mahodai

ruined, is clear from Chola inscriptions. We do not come across the

Kulasekharas at Mahodai after 1102, but we do see them ruling at
Quilon,

The rulers of Venad, a small principality between Quilon and
Trivandrum up to the beginning of the rath century sided with the
Cholas d

uring the war and nothing is known of them afterwards, These
ances lead to the conclusion tha

t Rama Varma Kulasekhar
moved his capital from the ruined city of Mahodai to Quilon, the
headquarters of the old Venad Governors. I is probable that the

citcumst

scriptions of the period north of Quilon.

2 Inthe Quilon record of
fave cxpiatory donation to the
authoritics, (Aryar means Sabhayaryar i. e, the assembly

maaaging
the temple affairs.)  Most probably his army entered the Sanketam
‘during his fight with the Cholas,

the King it is said that the King
Temple as he offended

the temple
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from Kottar and Kanyakumari the Cholas who were
harassing the people of Kerala for about a century-
Thus did the Chavers save Kerala from further Chola
aggression.'

1. On the data available at present it would not be wrong to
make the hypothetical statement that the women army of Kerala,
recorded in the accounts of the Portuguese in the carly 16th century,
(The King always has in his guard four or five hundred women trained
from girls to be archers ; they are very active’ Description of the
East African and Malabar Coasts by Barbosa, Hakluyt Society’s Pub-
lication, p. 173.) had their origin in the critical days of the Hundred
Years’ War. This was a turning point in Kerala History. All the -
records of the period clearly prove that the Patriarchal system was
followed in Kerala as in other parts of the Tamil country. Inter-
marriages between the Cheras, the Cholas and the Pandyaswere common.
The language of the west coast had only dialetical difference from that
of the East Coast. A gradual change to the matriarchal system is
noticed from the 12th century onwards. It is, I belicve, an after-effecy
of the compulsory military service and of the constitution of the Chaver
system. I am g'ad to point out thar Mr. K. P. Padmanabha Menon,
cven in the absence of many materials available to us, had arrived at
the conclusion that the matriarchal system was introduced late in
Kerala owing to some peculiar circumstances.



THE GENESIS OF THE
MATRIARCHAL SYSTEM IN KERALA

Some writers like MacLenan and Mqrgan have
expressed the view that the human race originally foll-
owed the matriarchal system of inheritance and lz%ter on
with the growth of civilization adopted the patue}rchal
system.* They hold that matriarchy is a stage in tpe
evelution of all human societies: But according to Sir,
Henry Main,® succession in early society was trace,d
through the sons and the descent through the sistt?rs
children came to be adopted in certain countries owing
to special reasons of environment. He is also of opinion
that the matriarchal system which came to be adopted
under certain peculiar circumstances is of temporary
duration and is liable te be changed subsequently. This
paper purports to show that the matriarchal system was
unknown to Kerala till the 1ith century and that it

might possibly be an after-effect of the formation of the
suicide squads.

An exampie of how people under special circum-
stances would discard the Makkaththayam® system and
embrace Marumakkaththayam is furnished by the punnar
family, a branch of the Pandya Dynasty which after
its establishment in Kerala continued the former system
for a long time until finally it adopted the latter system
of inhcritance in the 11th century.* Similarly the Im-

1. See ‘primitive marriage’

2. Early Law and Custom, p. 20

marriage by Westermarck and Evolution of marriage by Laterncau.,
3. Malayalam words

: for patriarchal and matriarchal systems,
4. See Kerala History by K. p. Padmanabha Meuon Vol. 11
pp. 86-9r1, .

2. Sce also History of human
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perial Cheras of the Sangam perigd were followers of
Makkaththayam and the T'ravancore Royal House whica

claims its descent from the Cheras is following the Maru-
makkaththayam system.

Kulasekhara Alwar who ruled over Kerala some-
time before the commencement of the Malibar Era as
well as the powerful Kulasekhara Perumals who succee™
ded him on the throne, were followers of Makkattayam®
This fact is borne out by the commentary on Laghu™
bhaskariya, a work of Sankaranarayana who adorned
the court of Sthanu Ravi Varma Kulasekbara of th®
ninth century,

The transition from Makkaththayam to Marumakka-
ttayam is clearly visible in the Musaka Vamsa,a
Sanskrit Kavya dealing with the history of the Kolath-
thunad Royal family. The geneology of the Kolattiris is
raced from father to son till the 1ith century and then
for the last two or three kings through the sister’s son*

Thus the Kulasekharas and the Kolattiris were
following Makkaththayam till about the 10th century. It
is very difficult to get direct evidsnce regarding the law
of inheritance of the cornmon man: The records hither-
to available mostly refer to kings and chieftains, and
no trace of Marumakkathtbayam is discernible from them
before the 11th century. On the contrary, many of the
records prove that Makkaththayam was the prevailing
law.

Intermarriages among the royal dynasties of
Pandya,Chera and Chola were common during the early
centuries of the Malabar Era. If the law of inheritence

1. T.A.S. Vol 11. pp 87105 The Musaka Vamsa was
written by Atula a court poet of Srikantha who ruled Kolam in the

12th century. His elder brother Vallabha led an army to the South
with a view to helping the Chera King in his war against the Cholas.

From the inscription of the period, it seems that the war referred to
must be one of the last wars of Kulottunga 1.
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in Kerala had been.different from that of the others,
these marriages would have led to various conflicts.
Vanavan Mahadevi, the wife of the Pandya King
Parantaka Vira Narayana, was a member of the Chera
Dynasty- Her son, Rajasimha, was not heir to any
part of the Chera Kingdom, but inherited only the
crown of the Pandyas.! If the Chera Kings had then
followed the Marumakkaththayam system, the result
wculd have been that Rajasimha would have
inherited the Chera crown too: Similarly,
Arinjaya, son of the Chola King Parantaka I by his
Kerala queen, does not inherit tbe Chera Empire.2

The daughters of the sovereigns of Kerala were
regarded as members of the royal family during the early
centuries of the Malabar Era, Kokizhanadikal, the wife
of Parantaka Chola, is mentioned as ths daughter of
Paluvettarayar.® Kizhanadikal, the wife of Vijayaraga,
is described 1n an inscription at Tirunandikkara as the
daughter of Kulasekhara Deva. Tribhuvanadevi, the
wife of the Pandya King Sri, Vallabhan Maravarman,
was the daughter of the Venad King Udaya Marthanda
Varma who reigned in the 12th century A. D.

Under the Marumakkaththayam system the male
members adopt as surname (Irattapsr) the name of the
Karanavan (maternal uncle) and the females the
mother’s name. On the other hand those who follow
Makkaththayam use only the name of the father in both
cases, 'The latter practice obtaing throughout India
except Kerala, Up to the 13th century the practice in
Kerala too was not different. The females used as
surname only the name of the father- The inscriptions

I, Ille Pandyﬂn Klngdom by I(. A, I llla]\auta SaSttl 7
p' ' 9
2, Ille Cholas by K- A' N. S:lStll p- 168-

3. Anbil plates of Parantaka II and also Tirunamanallur insczi-

ption. Ep. Ind. Vol. VII, p. 133.
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of the period do not show a single instance of the use
of the mother’s name- It may be argued that the
surname represents the name of the Karanavan and not
‘of the father- But there is no evidence to substantiate
this contention. Women under the Marumakzattayam
system use only the mother's name and never the Kara-
navans name. Besides, it is distinctly stated in certain
records that it is the father that is referred to. Murukan
Chenti, the wife of Vikramaditya Varaguna who ruled
South Travancore curing the latter half of the 1st cen-
tury M. E., is specifically mentioned as daughter of
Tenganattu Kizhavan Cathithan Murukan?

The practice of women ucing the father’'s name
as surname continued up to the 13th century A-D-
The wife of Sri- Vallabhan Kotha is referred to as
Adichchan Umayamma.® Similarly Iraman Mathevi of
Munnunadu® was the daughter of Kunran Iraman. The
daughters of the Venad kings were always mentioned
in the above manner. Manikantan Madhavi® Iramap
Umayamma® and others are well known names in the
inscriptions of the 12th and 13th centuries.

The males too made use of the father’s and never
the Karanavan's name as surnams- This was the
practice evenin the 13th century. There is a lithic
record dated 323 M. E. in the Kandiyur Temple at
Mavelikkara, & to the effect that the temple was reno—
vated by Iraman Kotavarma, the ruler of the Odanad,
under orders from Iravi Kerala Varma, the Venad
King. Whether the first name in Iraman Kothavarma

t.  The Huzur Office Plate of Vikramaditya Varaguna T. A, S
Vol. T p. 18, .

2, Mamballi Plate of Srivallabhan Kotai T. A. S, Voi. IVp.9
Tiruzalla plates T. A. S, Vol. II p. 202, .
Kilimanur Records T. A. S. Vol, V p. 8o.

Kadinamka'am Inscription.
T.A. S.Vol. T p. 290.

AV AW



o 20
il

sigifies the father's or Karanavan’s name is made
clear by the Sanskrit portion of the text ‘Yaduvara-
‘vrsabho ramajah Kothavarma’  which dispels all
“ambiguity-

Now let us consider the situation as it developed

in the Royal House of the Kulasekharas. They were
ruling over Kerala till 1100 A D. with their capiral

at Mahodayapura which was completely devastated
during the Hundred Years’ War of the 11th century.'
Thereupon, the capital was moved to Quilon, the head-
quarters of the old district called Venad® The Makka-
ththayam system of the early Cheras was continued
uninterrupted till the reign of Jayasimha the father of
Sangramadhira Ravivarma, whose inscriptions are found
at Kanchipuram, Srirangam and Tiruvadi. After Jaya-
simha, there appearsto have arisen a dispute for the
throu.'le between his sons and nephews. Jayasimha's son
Ravivarma, got the upper hand of the situation and
ruled triumphantly for a few years. But after that,
Jayasimha’s nephew Udaya Marthanda Varma Vira
Pandya became the king of Venad; and here com-
men.ced the system of Marumakkaththayam. Hence the
tracing of the ancestry of all Jater kings from Jayasimha.
The hypothesis that Jayasimha was a Koiltampuran
and Umadeyij 5 Princess of Venad would be contrary to
the records. 'The inscriptions of the Sangramadhira

c!earaly state that his father Jayasimha wasa p-werful
king® who ruleg over Kerala

——

b 1, S'ee the paper contributed by Prof. V. Narayana Pillai to the
atna Session of the Indian History Congress.
2. See the pref

by the present writer.

3. wfeast sl gafafza, AR N

VIR F1@y Ay ae TLEAIATH, |
arftsanngﬁaﬁgqf%rsnxéaai TUR: Braig

T AwTT @wt AT A qan:

Bas
ace to ‘Beginnings of Travancore History’ part 1
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Udaya Marthanda Varma Vira Pandya succeeded
Sangramadhira to the Venad throne in the year 1312
and we have inscriptions of Sangramadhira in the very
same year. It is not possible to state at present whether
Ravi Varma Sangramadhira died in 1312 or whether
daring his life time itself the western parts of his King-
dom was wrested from him by his father’s nephew
Udaya Marthanda Varma Vira Pandya, His claim to
the throne of Venad might have been whole-heartedly
acclaimed by the people who had by that time embraced
the Marumakkathayam system. It is significant that all
the later rulers of Venad omit to mention as their an-
cestor the name of Sangramadhira, great and powerful
as he was. They trace their ancestry from Jayasimha for
the reason that he was their first Karanavan according
to the Marumakkaththayam law, while Ravivarma

Sangramadbhira was the last king in the Makkaththayam
line of succession.

All the accounts of foreign travellers support the
view that Marumakkaththayam was not in vogue till
the 13th century. None of the early travellers or
geographersl has left us any record of this strange custom
in Kerala, while they have given detailed descriptions of
the Kings and the country- If there was any noticeable
peculiarity in the law of inheritance at that time surely
that fact would not normally have escaped thei; notice -
The On:liSSiOl'l by them of any reference points to the
conclusion that the law of inheritance was the usual
Makkaththayam as everywhere else. The earliest

1, Solyman ... 851 AD,
Albiruni ... 970,
Benjamin ... 1166 AD.
Al Kazwini... 1270,
Marco polo ... 1298 AD,
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mention of tne Marumakkaththayam system is by Iriar
Jordanus who came to Quilon in 1324 asa Roman’
Catholic missionary to recover the heretical Nestorians
to the true Roman fold: In his work entitled Mirabilia
Descripta he gives an interesting account of the couatry
and says: ‘‘In this India never do the legitimate sons
of the great Kings or princes or barons (refers to the

Nayars) inherit the goods of their parents, but only the
sons of their sisters.”

It would thus be evident from the foregoing that
Marumakkaththayam was an innovation which came
into existence after the 11th century. A radical change
in the system of inheritance of a people, such as that
from Makkaththayam to Marumakkaththayam, is nct
an easy thing: Mr. K P. Padmanabha Menon believes
that it was under special compelling circumstances that |
the people of Kerala embraced the t#larumakkaththayam
succession- He was not able to realize what really
those special circumstances were. But it is possible for

* us to infer from the records of the first few centuries of
the Malabar Era those special circumstances and causes.

In the 11th century, the Kulasekhara kings were
engaged in a life and death struggle to prote:t Kerala
from the invading Cholas whose army far outweighedf
the defenders in number, 1t seems that during this long:
war of hundred years the Kulasekharas instituted the-
Kalari systemu of military training whereby even women
were trained in the art of warfare.! To mzet a desperate
situation, desperate remedies were resorted to; and

|

paper by the writer in the proceedings of the roth
dian History Congress.

I. See the
session of the I
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hus were formed the suicide squads; and the Cholas,
were driver out:

The formation of the suicide squads comprising the
adult male population of certain communities made it
incambent on the men to cultivate a certain degree of
detachment in their marital relation and its consequen—
ces. The stringent rules of their new code of martial
order permitted no diversion of their interests and acti-
vities, The management of the family properties, there-
fore, came naturally to be vested in the female members.
tlt became necessary forthe recruits to the suicide
squads who had dedicated their lives at the altar of the
country's freedom and decided to spend the best part
of their timein the field to forego their rights to
property '

it would appear from the records of tte later
period that the suicide squads comprised only Nayars:
Foreign travellers make no distinction® in their reference
between the suicide squads and Nayars. It is but
natural that Kshatriyas who were intimately allied and
akin to the Nayars® followed the social customs, laws
and practices of the Nayars. In point of historical fact
many of the ruling chiefs were Nuayars and this is
evidenced by several records: The tcrm Nayar itself

1. Castenheda and Montaigne who wrote their accounts by the
middle of the 16th century were inclined to think that the Malabar
system was devised to maintain the military habits of the people.

2. Kerala History Vol. I p. 510 and Vol. III p. 230 See also
Vol. III pp. 338 - 340,

3. Ma Huan (A. D. 1949) ; ‘The Nayars rank with the King’
In the words of M. Logan they were “the ruling race’ who ought to
belong to the Kshtriya caste.
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is used to denote a ruler in ancient inscriptions.! Some
Brahmins like the Ammomans of the Payyannur
Gramam also might have joined the suicide army and
they too embraced Marumakkaththayam. Izhavass
Ambalavasis and others followed the majority commu-
nity and adopted the new system to a certain extent-

They never followed Marumakkaththayam eXclusively
like the Kshatriyas and the Nayars.

t. Tirukkatittanam record T,

A, S,
pointed out that the werds Nair, Vol. v, P- 175. It may be

Nayan and Nayay; i
H attiyar elt
appearance in records only after 11th century, yattiyar make th
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