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Akbar and Shivaji are comparatively modern. We
are more sure of the parts played by these two characters
irf the shaping of the history of the country. Akbar
consolidated the Mozul Empire, and gave to it an abiding
place covering a period of more than two centuries. He
also represents a pericd of transition. From whatever
causes it mizht be, Babar and Humayun left the country
ot much better than thev found it, and no lasting
foundations were laid by them for the establishment of
the Mogul Empire. It was left to Akbar to do it. What
is of far greater vulue and interest to us than the great
battles, victories and conqucsts of this redoubtable
warrior and commander, are the wide outlook and far
sighted Iﬁnliﬂy and statesmanship with which he not
only inaugurated, but established, a powerful empire
extending from the Himalayas to South India. The way
irr which he worked to consolidate his extensive con-
quests and weld together the two great races into a
nation united by common interests and mutual good-
will, is indeed of the first importance to us. Around
him, too, a large tradition has gathered, and anecdotes
as romantic as those of the Maiden Queen of Lngland
fiave come down to us from various sources.

[_astly Shivaji represents another great transition.
The Mogul power had bezun to decay. 1he policy of
mistrust and the bigotry of Arungazeb weakened the
bonds oy which the differentparts of the empire were
knit together, and the werk ol disruption had more than
commenced. 1he F:crnﬂltiﬂna were such as to give rise
to the feclings and scope to the talents of a man like
Shivaji. ohivaji was the liberator of Maharashtra. He
worked wonders to achieve the object of his life. But
he could not perhaps have formed the ambition, much
less realised it, if an Akbar had ruled at D _:lhi instead



of Auranzazeh. 'The achievem:znts of Shivajt arc facts
of history which, by recason of their recent date, oucht
to have been better known and made more authentic.
- But from various causes known end unknown, the history
of Shivaji is only just being re-wiitten with the labours
of research. This fact, combined with the nature and
circumstances of his achievements, has civen room for'a
great many traditions and stories to circulate as it he
were a hero of remote antiquity. Aszamn, too, as is
almost invariably the case, these traditions give us a
clearer insicht into the life and conditions of the times
than a most accurate and detailed narration of mere
facts and events can ever do.

The four books in this series therelore are fortunate
in the herors around whom so much of romantic material
exists, which at the same time are of hizh historical
value, One of the main objects of these little books 1s
to present some n’ thisromance to the young i‘.‘:upi]h‘. as o1
has come down to us, and thereby io produce in their
minds more or less clear impressions of the life and
times represented by ecach one of these herocs.

These impressions will be formed naturally in the
process of reading of the stories. The pupils’ attention
need not be emphatically drawn io them. In spite of
this new interes: in the subject matter, the main object
of these _f_';'(:m:rnl rca.*:lin{_.‘: h:ml;_s should not bhe lost :_;:'.5_{111:
of. Lancuaze should always remain the first and most
essentin]l ohiect of a general reading book.

Next only to languaee in importance, snd as a
means that directly contributes to the cultivation of it,
is the interest which the stories rouse in juvenile minds.
it is this interest that should foster the tendency in the
pupils to take to ceneral reading, and thereby ‘mprove
their acquaintance of the language.



. But. ss the pupils advance in their studies, and
: i e e o
come to read later the several periods of the history o

115
lﬂ’iia, fl'rﬂj-,? will {ind these uari}f impressions to be of
great value, setting off the detailed events and facts of

history to greater advarntaze by placing them in proper
perspectives,
"he teacher may, however, supplement or amplily
ﬂl*-'.' stories so as to confirm the gemeral impressions
rcated by them and thereby help unconsciously to deve-
lnp in the pupils what 15 known as the historic sense.

T. P. Srinivasan.



Shivaji

CHAPTER |

Who was Shivaji ?

0:1: of the most noted names in Indian History

“is * Shivaji.”  Many books have been written of
his life and doings. His name and fame, his
daring deeds, and his noble qualiies are sung 1n
many a poem and song in the Mahrathi language.
He was a Mahratta by birth ; a great many people
believe him to be God Shiva himscl, born as
man.

Now. who was Shivaji 2 When did he live?
What did he do ? All these and many more ques-
tions are answered in this story in a plain, simple
way. Those that read it, will like to know imnore

about this great warrior and king ; for, 1t 1s so nice
7




Shivaji

and good. For such, there are bigger books which
are also much finer, and far more interesting.
These can be read by and by, but first it is well to
know the simple facts of this great man’s life.

It has been said above that Shivaji was held
by the men of his race to be an avatar of God
Shiva. But that only shows in a way that he
was held in very high regard. Perhaps Shivaiji
himself would not have liked to be worshioped as
a god ; vet many of the good qualities of Sri Rama
and Sri Krishna were found in Shivaji also.
However that may be, there is one great difference
that matters. The life and times of Sri Rama and
Sr1 Krishna are of a long past age. They do not
come within the period of known history. They
are in the shape of stories. But Shivaji lived in
recent times. [His deeds were recorded by many
who lived in his time, and those records are still
to be had.

We know many things about Shivaji’s life
which are true and certain facts. About other
things, opinions have differed. But these differ-
ences are growing les® yvear by vear. Great
scholars are still studying the records to learn the
truth of things.

Now, who was Shivaji > He was a great king
who ruled in our country. He was born three

hundred years ago. He fought many long wars.
8



Shivaj

He won great victories, and conquered a great
many foes. He united quarrel-some nobles and
made his race into a great nation. He taught
them to be pious. He gave them freedom and
ruled them for their good. These are deeds
worthy of Sri Rama himself. What wonder then
that he is held in high regard by the people of his
race, and by many lecarned men ?

The areat battles that he foucht and the many
victories that he won are matters of history ; they
cannot be told in a small story-book like this.
Really this book contains a number of small stories
which will be very interesting to read. But it
must be remembered that they are true stories,
The events that are told in them really took place,
thﬁuf_;h some of them nay scem very wonderful.

Thouch a great warrior, Shivan was a very
relicious man. He had many holy men to help
and. advise him. He sought their help in all
difficulties. He valued their advice very highly,
for he found it always good.

e was, besides, full C:{ picty. He worshipped

[

Bhawani, Gananati, Shiva and Sri Krishna. FHe

spent large sums of money in bulding temnles.

He was never proud in all his glory. He gave

his kinedom away to Saint Rama Das, but the

Saint bade him rule it himself.  Thereupon hke

the noble Bharata, Shivaji begged the saint for his
9



Shivajr
sandals, and ruled, not as king, but as the viceroy
or deputy of the saint. ;
Such was the great and noble Shivajt, and the
story of his life has many great lessons of wisdom
and virtue, and of courage and honour.

CHAPTLER 11
The Bhonsle family

Shivaji Maharaj belonged to the {famous Mahratta

family known as ¢ Bhonsle’. It traced its line
ong back to a Rajput warrior whose name was
Devraj Maharana., Shivaji was thus a Rajput
belonsingz to the solar race. IHHis grandfather,

Maloii, began his life as an ordinary soldier, but

alterwards rose to great power under the Nizam
Shah of Ahmadnagar. That Sultan aave Malo
the title of ¢ Rajah ” and made him commander of
a large army. But that was by and by.

Vlalojt had no son for a long time. He made
many vows o the gmds,'but in vain- At last he
made a vow at the Muhammadan shrine of Pir
Shaha Shariff, and he gave alms to 1akirs. Some
time after, two sons werz born to him. In honour
ol the Muhammadan saint, the first child was
named Shahaji and the second son Shariffji.

10
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coming out of it shining with jewels. The hand
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Shivaji

seemed to call him to come. Soon the hand was
gone. He told his brother Vitthoji of this, when
he awoke ; but he did not mind it. Now, it was
Vitthoji’s turn to keep watch, and Maloji went to
sleep. In his sleep he saw a wondrous dream.
In the dream, the Goddess Bhawani stood before
him and said, [ live in this ant-hill as a snake.
Dig up the ant-hill and yvou will find much gold.
Take it and use it well. Your fame and name
shall grow. For twenty-seven generations your
children and children’s children shall rule in the
land.”

Maloji woke up and told his brother of the
dream. They wished to test the truth of the
dream. So they dug up the ant-hill, and found
n 1t a great quantity of gold and precious gems.
They brougsht all this home and buried it safely in
the garden behind their house. Maloji was now
wealthy, and he spent large sums of money on
many charitiecs. He built a beautiful temple on
the site of the ant-hill. Large sums of money were
spent 1n many other pilous ways.

But all this time Maloji and Vitthoji did not
forget the insult they had received from Jadhavrao.
That chief still refused to give his daughter’s hand
in marriage to Shahaji. Maloji now gathered a
small army of horsemen. With the help of these

he made various attacks upon Jadhav’s territory.
12



Shivaji

The quarrel at last reached the ears of the Nizam
of Ahmadnagar. He was the master of both
Jadhavrao and Maloji. Now both were equally
strong and useful to*the Nizam. So he advised
Jadhav to gzive his daughter 1in marriace to Maloji’s
son. Shahaji and Jijabai were married accordin sly.
Shivaji was the son of Shahaji and Jijabai.

CHAPTER 11!
Birth and Childhood

fter the marriage of Shahaji with Jijabai, his
father, Maloji, lived for fifteen years. During
these years he did very useful service to his
master, the Nizam of Ahmadnasar, and rose to
areat power and prosperity. Naloji died in 1619,
His place in the Nizam’s service was given to his
son Shahaji, who received all his father’s jasirs.
Soon after, there was fighting between the
Mogul army and the army of the Nizam of
Ahmadnagar. In this war Shahaji fouzht bravely
on the side of the Nizam. The Nizam's army was
defeated. and many of his nobles went over to
the Moguls.  Among these was Jadhav, the father-
m-law of Shanaji. But Shahaji was still in the
service of the Nizam.
i3



Shivaji

Now something must be said about the condi-
tion of the country at this time. The Moguls ruled
at Delhi.  Shah Jehan was then the emperor.
The Moguls had conguered many kinsdoms in the
Deccan,  But these kingdoms often rose against
thne Moguls, and there were thus many wars
between them and these kingdoms. Often, too,
these kinrdoms fouzht asainst one another..

There were three such important kingdoms in
the Deccan at this time. They were Bijapur,
Ahmadnagar, and Golconda. Of the three,
Bijapur was then the most powerful. Ahmad-
nacar was slowly losiny power. Goleonda had
sutlered greatly in the wars with Bijapur.

Th{:uﬂh these states b{;h}nﬁed to Muham.
madans, many Mahraita nobles served as com-
manders and ministers in them. Shahaji remained
in the service of Ahmadnazar till two years alter |
the birth of Shivaji. Then that kinzdom was
defeated by the armies of the Moguls and of Bija-
pur wlua::l' had joined together. The jasirs af
Shahaji went over to Bijapur.  He had thercfors
to go over to the service of that kingdom. By
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Shivajn

story showing that Shivaji was God Shiva himself,
born as man for the ¢ood of the country. It is as
follows :

One nicht Shahajt had a strange dream. In
that dream he saw a gosevi or saagasi.  H:s
clothes were in rags. The sacred ashes were 2ll
over his body. He stood by the bed of Shahaj,
and gave a mango fruit into his hands sayimng,
“ Give hall of this fruit to your wile, and eat the
other half yourself. God Shiva himself will be born
as a son to you. e will not salute a Mussalman.
Do not force him to do so.  T.cave him to himsclf
after his twelfth vear. l.et him act as he pleases.
For, he will conquer many kingdoms, and be a
oreat king. His children will rule after him for
hundreds of vears. He will give freedom to his
country. Moreover he will be a pious man;
and he will lecad his race to picty and goodness.”

_Shahaji awoke from his dream. He felt quite
sure that the sanyasi of the dream was God Shiva
himself. When therefore a son was born te him
after this dream, Shahan gave .’151":1 the name of
Shiva himselt.

Such is the story of the birth of Shivap. e
was born in a house on the to» of the Shivner fort.
The fort iz near the town of Tunnar in Maharashtra,
and fifty miles from Poona. A wal! of that house
still stands in ruins.

15



Shivajt
CHAPTER IV

Boyhood

T he birth of Shivaji was a matter of great joy to

his parents. Shahaji was then at Bijjapur. News
ol the birth of the second son was sent to him by
special messengers.  Jijabai spent three years at
Shivner. From there she moved to another place
called Byzapur.

About this time there was war between
I'ijapur and the Mogul army. A great Mahratta
warrior, by name Muraroant, led the Bijapur army.
Shahaji held the second command. A story is told
of the cleverness of Shahaji which pleased Murar-
pant areatly.

The Bijapur army was on its way to Dowlata-
bad, the capital of Ahmadnazar; it wasthen held
bv the Moguls. On the way, the army one day
encamped at a city where two rivers meet. On
that day there was en eclipse of the Sun. Murar-
pant was a religious man, and he wished to give
money and lands in charity on a large scale. He
desired to weigh his elephant against silver and
sive 1L away to deserving men. ut how was the
clephant to be weigched  No one could tell
At lase, 5l1:111:1ji was asked, and he found an
casy way ol domnz it. He said that the elephant
should first be taken out in a boat on the river.

16 :



Shivaji
and the sinking line of the boat should be marked.
The elephant should then be taken out and the
boat hlled with stone. The boat would sink to the
line marked already. Then the stones could be
weighed 1n the scale in parts, and thus the weizht
of the elephant could be easily learnt.

In this war Shahaj fought very bravely, and
made the Mogul commander angry.  1let herefore
formed a nlan to brinz away [1jabal as a prisoner.
A man was sent to capture her. ormerly he had
been 1n the service of Ahmadnagar. He knew all
about Jijabal and her ways and habits. So he was
able to carry her away easily ; and she was kept a
prisoner in a fort. But she had hidden away
Shivajl from the enemy. IHe was then six vyears
old. For three years the Moguls made every
etfort to find him.  Dut all their attempts failed.

Now, Jadhavrao, the father of Jyabai, was
high in favour with the Mogul emperor. But
Jijabai would not take any help from him. [t was
because he had no love or resard tor her husband.
Shahaji was at open war with the Moguls, but
Jadhavrao was in their service. That was;another
reasorn.

The brother of Jadhavrao was in the .Mogul
camp at Dowlatabad. He heard that his brother’s
daughter, Jijabai, was a prisoner with the DMoguls,

and he was very sorry for her. He spoke to the
17
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Mogul commander therz on her behalf. It was
stute . that Jijabai had quarrclled with her husband,
Shahaji. because he had married a second wife.
keep
Jyjabalr 1 prison. So argued her uncle. The
arzument was partly true and partly false. Shahaji
did marry a second wife ; but a nobleman used to
marry many wives in those days.  Jijabai had no
quarrel with her husband at all.

But this argument satistied the Mogul com-
mander, and Jijabal was set at liberty. Soon she
came back to Shivner. There she was joined by
Snivajl. lor afew years after this, the stru:gle
between the Moguls and Shahaji went on.  Jijabai
and Shivaji were often in {fear of danger from the
Voguls. Thus the childhood and early years of
Shivaji were days of trouble and care.

it was therefore no r'umshment o "'*1'1&"1:111 | £8)

CHAPTER V
With Father and Mother
"“he {irst ten years of Shivaji’s life were spent with
" his mother. She took a very great interest in
his education.  She herself !:‘e;r::-nﬁed to an ancient
royal family ; for, the Jachavs were once great rulers

of the Deccan. Her husband belonged to the still
18



Shivaji

more ancient Rajput family of Udainur. Both
of the royal families had suffered greatly 1n the
past on account of the Nubhammadan conguest.
Again, recently, her father and brothers had both
suffered most bitterly in the service of Ahmadnazar.
Her husband, too, was beinz Jdriven {rom place to
nlace by the Moguls at that time. These things
‘burned in the proud heart of 15abal.

Then, too, thou +h Shahaj lailed to establish a
H ndu kin sdom at Ahmadna sar, he showed great
powers in [{izhting the Muhammadan foes. This
roused in the mind of ]!-ﬂ'ﬁal nones of winni ng mn-
denendence for her neuple.  She would often talk
of this to her son. She would sing sonzs and tell
stories of the brave Rajputs and Jadhavs. As she
san > how the heroes fought and fell, Shivaj would
nftu;n cry out, ¢ I, too, will fizht, but I will not fall.”

Young Shivaj was naturally aifted with oreat
intelligence. The teachings of his mother fil]r.::l
his mind with hizh 1deas. Durinz this period he
made good progress in riding and m the use of
weapons. He also received good lessons in read-
wr‘itir Tlx accounts.

ing,

. 1
When uml was lourteen Vyears :}:-._.]._; he went

e I it m '[g i l ) ”‘_‘. - .
wiliz 1113 I"ILJL;H;L to | ;_{cll."‘“-uf o live it s 1(11*1"?3,-.

Fven at that aze he could ﬂght well. his

From
childhoond he was fond of ridinz horses and ele-

phants, and he had learnt how to manage them,
19.
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He was always fond of learning new things.
Whenever he met men of wisdom, learning or
experience, he showed great respect to them. He
would talk to them about many things, and try to
learn all that they could teach. He was never idle :
nor was he fond of pleasure.

The nobles of Bijapur liked young Shivaji for,
his el ‘g{hxhc_ ah 1]1L}F and QODEJ conduct. Onc:::
they spoke in great praise of him before the Sultan.
The Sultan therefore wished to see the young son

of Shahaji. 3o he and his, friends wished to pre-
sent ohival to the Sultan at court.  But the boy did
not like it.  He did not like to bend his knees to a
Muhammadan ruler. He told his father's friends
the truth. He said, 1 cannot flatter the Sultan.
[ care not for the fnvours of the Sultan. [ feel that
[ cannot breathe freely in the presence of Muham-
madan nobles or princes. I must bathe and chanwve

my clethes after meeting them.’

Such fancies were strange 1n a boy of fourteen
years. Shahaji advised the boy against such
conduct. s father and srand-father had served
Muhammadans loyally : and both rose to power
and wealth. His mother’s father and uncle did the
came. Such was the condition of the country.
There could be ne wrong in serving and honouring
Miuhammadan princes and natrons. It was not

right tc hate them.
if
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Shivaji’s mind did not change: so Shahai;
requested some of his friends to advise him.
But 1t was all in vain. He had passed throush
many sad and bitter troubles already as a child.
They had taken a firm hold of his growine mind.
The lessons of his mother’s teachings had taken a
deep root in his heart. His mother herself now
iried to remove his ill-fecling.  But even she failed
In the attempt.

Thercuoon, one day, his {ather spoke to him
thus : “ The Muhammadans ore the rulers of the
land. What 15 the harm in ser ving them ? We
keep the practices of our relizgion. It is God's will
that they should be rulers ; and the subjects must
serve and obey the rulers. Was it not the will
of God ? Else why should the Hindu kinss have
fallen from power 2 Why should the Mulmmmadan
princes have risen in the land 2 Surcly it must be
the will of Cod.  There can be no harm i serving
under Muhammadan ruders. Ave they not qood
patrons ? Do they not reward loyal service 3 A
great many {Findus rose to rank and power by
such loyal scrvice. I myself won my present posi-
tion in the service of Muhammadan masters. |
have won all this for your benefit alone. My [avour

-

with the Sultan will be a great good to you. 1ic

s ¢ 18
a good and kind master. He loves and lonours

me. ‘He may raise you higher still.”
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These were words of wisdom and experience ;
vet they could not change the boy’s mind, though
his father himself spoke them. In his own child-
like, simple way, Shivaji said to his father, *‘But
they kill our sacred cows. Our sacred temples are
in ruins. It pains me much to see them so.”

CHAPTER. VI
Bijapur Court

Shivaji had a stronz will. It made his father very

sorry ; but he was not angry or severe with
the boy ; that would be no use. The father would
ofien talk to the son gently. Shivaji had always
the greatest respect for his father ; and at last he
af._;i‘r.-:r_1l to attend the Sultan’s court.

Shahaji now felt happy. He taught his son
how to bechave in the royal presence. * You
should bow down to the ground on entering the
royal chamber., For, that 1s the form 1n practice
there.” Shahaji repeated these words many times.

Shivaji went with his father to the palace. Buat,
on entering the hall, he only made a slight salaam.
Then he sat down by his father’'s side. The Sultan

took notice of young Shivajt a short time after, and
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cave him jewels and robes of honour as presents.
But as scon as Shivaji came back home, he toox
off the grand dress, and had a bath.
Alter this Shivaji often went with 013 [at
to the durbar: but on every occasion, Le made cnly
a slicht saleam, and took his seat.  inc Sultan did
not mind it at first: but later, one day, he noticed
it. He wished to know whether Shivaji did so on
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Shivaji

The sight made the Ilad very angry, and hs=
beat the butcher down, and let off the cow. The
news reached the Sultan’s ears: but on account
ot his great regard for Shahaji, the Sultan did not
take notice of it.

But the sight of cow-killing was only very
common at Bijapur, because it was a Muham-
madan country. Shivaji’s mind grew sadder every
day to look at this sizht. So he said to his father
humbly one day, <1 pray you, Sire, do not DIess
me to <o with you to the durbar. You have work
X8 dD, and vou should SoF But | have no work
there.  Why- shouid 1 go*  Oh, myv father ! Our
sacred cows are killed everywhere on the way, |1
cannot ok at the sinful sizht. it makos me sad.”

What coud Shahaji do ? It he il not take
Shivajl to court, the Sultan would surely notice the
absencce, and ask. .Sha!'mji stated hist-ouble to a
Munammadan friend. By that friend’s alvice,
Shahaji did not take his son to the Jurbar thar day.
Lauckily, that day, the sultan was in a nlease ] and
hanny mind.  So Shahat and the Muhamma lan
friend were able to smeak of Shivap to the Sultan.
1 he zood friend said to him, “ You are the father
of the peonle, both Hindu and Mussalman. All vour
subjects enjoy your roval favour equally. There
are both Ilindu and Muhammadan officers in

the service of the state. Both of them are allowed
94



Shivaiji

to worship God in their own ways. It does
areat honour to you and to the state. For, accord-
ing to the Flindu religion, it is a great sin to kill
cows. But cow-killing takes place even around
the roval palace. That is very painful to the reli-
gious feelings of the Hindus. It 15 so to Shahaj
himself, who 15 one of the most valued servants
of the state. But he would not dare to rombvlain.
His son, however, 1s a brave lad, and hc has
quarrelled with his father.  He would not attend
court, because of the cow-slaughter. It 1s lor you,
my Sire, to be gracious to your Hindu subjects.”
So snoke a Muhammadan noble in a Muhammadan
_rruat even in those days of hate and quarrel in
the country.

1 he Sultan was pleased with the arguments
of his Muhammadan noble. So orders were sent
to stop cow-slauzhter near the palace, and the sale
of crw-llesh 1a the city. I anv one disobeyed the
order, he could be punished by the Hindus. No
comnlaint would be received by the Sultan asainst
such munishmeznt. 5o the *;!1.&:_11_';[11-:1271{3u::;::f::. woent oul
of the city. Now Shivaji bezan again to attend
the Sultan's court. The Sultan was pleased with
the lofty spirit of the brave boy, and oiten gave
him presents of robes and other marks of honour.
All went well for a time. Shivaji went to the

Sultan’s court often. But soon fresh trouble arose.
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CHAPTER VII

Shivaji Leaves Bijapur

ne day a butcher was selling cow-flesh at the city-

gate, in disregard of the Sultan’s order.  Shivaj
chanced to pass by that way. On seeing the butcher
scated with his basketful of cow-flesh, the boy lost
his temper, drew his sword and cut him down with

stroke. [t was all the work of a moment. The
butcher’s wife [illed the air with her cries, and
lodged a complaint in court. The gate-keeners
also stated that the comnlaint was true. But the
Sultan said that Shivaji’s deed was right; the
butcher had disobeyed the order of the state, and
the punishment was just.

hea G t\.r

This event was much talked about in th
Many Muhammadans lelt very anzry. They
blamed the Sultan himsell for L'u.;ini‘f toc vartial
the Hindus. The ill-leelins be: yan to soread in the

o

E
.

city. It caused 5’*11}1&]1 reat fear and care.

One day Shahaji seat for his son, and thus
spoke to him in the presence of Jijabai: * You
are still w..r;r }rmn 3, my son ; you have no know-
ledge of the world. You give way to angzer. and
draw the sword for very slizht cause. [t 13 notrizht
conduct. 'f we are to rise in the world, we must
serve the Muhammadans. | we serve them, we
must serve them well, not minding petty diificulties
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and differences. If | had behaved as you do,
where should I be ? Remember this, my son: 1t
was by serving Muhammadans that your elders
rose to greatness and power.  You sce me hizh
in cilice and power in this state t{}*:"lii}’ But do
you know what troubles and difficulties lay 11 my
way ? [ formed hish Imp:::*‘ of you, my boy; for,
you have talents and good sense. But this unhappy
hatred and cvil temper will snail your life. 1 lear
1t will c.irag;-; me also de Wi, and drive me awayv to
misery and sorrow. Really, vour conduct should
have already brousht us into trouble: but 1 have
good friends at court ; to them we owe our safety

B feiend Lisen e Toes
now. sut 1 we nm irienas, we nave also 10L£s.

Bear my words 1n mlnd; remember your own

r T - S - .
cgood, and vour duty to me. De careful in future,

o "y . s o

and f-;u;uLI your temuper.
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cannot alter my nature. My knees refuse to bend
to a Mubhammadan. The sisht of cow-slaughter
makes me mad with rage.  To save me from such
things; in future, you should send me¢ away some-
where far off from any Muhammadan state. |
do not say this in disrespect. I say it most humbl .
'am sorry ; but | cannot change my nature.”

Jijabai felt the truth of her son’s words, an|
she told her hushand all.  Both saw that it was the
best thine to do. Shiva)l was therclore sent away

with his mother to Poona under the care of Dadaji
Kondadey,

CHAPTER VI

Dadaji Kondadev

p ! 5% 4 L
Et has been said taat E'_','!I'll".f:-_l_]} arew cm:wly under

E -, L A [ - d ! - . . - .1', . -
the care of his mother, Those were days of

f P il 1 R | i i iy
care and fear for hoth the mother and son. But
I. ‘.i : o TR ! ' i o s iy & - s - L] -
Jnabai was carelul to bring up her son pronerly.
She paid areat attention to nhysical traininge and

cducation; and Shivaji made csood prosress in
both.  She also aroused in her son a high ambition
and love of his race and relision.
On comine away from Brjapur, Shivaji lived
with his mother at Poona under the care of Dadaji
28
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Kondadev. ['rom that time on, Shivaji received
much of his training from that good man. Dadaj;
was also managmg the jagirs of Shahaji. He
showed great tact and skill in the management of
the estates. He was a periectly true and honest
servant. A story 1s told of him that shows his
great honesty,

On one occasion he was passing through onec
of the groves of his master.  There were fruit
trees in that grove. By chance he olucked off a
mango from its stem. At once he said to a servant
by, * Cut off this zuilty hand of mine.” Shivaiji
too was there, and he said, “ No, no! Take back
your order plcase, Dadaji. You have planted
the trees ; they have grown under your care ; you
have a right to take as many {ruits as you like,”
Dadaji tock back the order ; but he cut short onc
of the sleeves of his dress @ and he always wore a
short sleeve till his death.

Under the care of Dadaji, Shivaji’s powers
grew 1n every way. He went through a regular
course of drill and physical trainina. Dadaji paid
special attention to this course. Shivaji attended
to his studies also. He learnt Arabic and Persian
and also a little of Sanskrit.  Dadaji was a very
religious man.  So he took Shivaji to many religious
lectures: He would often tell Shivaji storics of
brave heroes from the Puranas.
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In all these things Jijabai had made a beain-
ning already.  Dadaji only carried them onwards.
But there were also other important thinzs to be
learnt. Shivaji could learn them from Dadaji
alone. For example, Dadaji had ereat tact and
skill in taking work from servants in a pleasing
manner. As a judee he was both skilful and
impartial. In his love for the people, he was like
a father to them. These qualities were highly
necessary in a ruler of men. And Shivaji had the
highest training in thesec under Dadaji. Dadaji
often tauzht Shivaji how to decide dilficult ques-
tions. He took his pupil round the jasir estates,
and trained him in matters of revenue.

There was a third source from which Shivajt
received a good traininz. It was from his own
father, though father and son did not live tozether
for long. While at Bijapur, Shivaji would often
sit listening, when his father talked upon great
guestions of State. Thus he came to know many
things, and they were all very useful to him
in after-life. Early 1n life, Shivaji found great
pleasure in learning how the various offices of the
government worked. On account of the great
position, of Shahajt at court, Shivaji could often visit
the scveral offices, both civil and military, and
the army headquarters. He had a keen memory,
and noted well in his mind all that he saw.
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CHAPTER 11X
Saint Rama Das

Al any saints lived in Maharashtra during the life-

time of Shivaji.  Shivaji often sought their grace
and advice. Two of them had a very great hold
on his mind. They were Tukaram and Rama Das.
Many stories are told about the attemnts made
by Shivaji to sit at their feet and learn: for, both
of them were slow to take him as their punil,
because he was rich and powerful,

Rama Das became famous as a saint, just
when BShivaji had begun his great conquests.
Hearing of the fame of the saint, Shivaji went to
see him at his place, but could not see him as he
was absent.” Soon after, Shivaji went a second
time. Once more the saint was absent. Shivaji
wandered in search of him. Rama Das knew about
this search by Shivaji ; after a long time, the saint
took pity and wrote him a letter. The letter made
him desire still more to see the saint-  Shivaji a rain
went to the saint’s place, and this time also he was
not to be seen. At last a servant was so kind as
to tell Shivaji where to find the saint. Shivaii
started at once. The servant offered him food.
But he had vowed to eat nothing before secing the
saint. So he refused to take the food, and went

on his search.
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Rama Das was sitting under a tree making
verses on God. Shivaji fell at his feet and begged
for his grace. The saint save him blessings.

hivaji presented Rama Das with a large sum of

money ; but he gave 1t away to the {,Da-x?-bny;-':.
Shivaji then urzed the :aint to come away and
nive with him.  But he would not come.

When Shivaji took his leave, the saint gave
him a cocoaunt some carth, a few pebbles and some
l‘lnrsmdunﬁ_{. Shiv.:*.ji took thesce to his mother.
Tijabai asked in anger the meaning of such funny
presents.  Shivaji said that the water and the earth
meant that he would conquer Maharashtra. The
pebbles meant that he would hold 1t by means of
his {orts. The 111;}[';1:{:—{1'11’1"' meant - that he would
win great victeries with the 111.#1 y oi his {:aveﬂ-’}r

Another story 15 told of the first rry:;;tn“;mr of
Shivaji and the saint. After long wanderings
Shivaji found Rama Das in a small cave.  He lay
there in great pain. Shivaji asked him 1n great
distress what could be done to cure his pain. The
sanit replied that there was only onc remedy 1n
the world to cure his pain. ** Tell me what 1t 1s,”
said Shivaji, “and I will get it for you.” The
saint renlied, * No, vou cannot get it for me, for,

it may cause danzer to your life.”  **1 donot care
lor my life,” said Shivaji, “1 will try to get the

thing for you at all costs. Pray tell me what it 1s.”
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*“ Then,” said the saint, ** bring me the milk of a
tigress.”’

['he bold prince went into the juncle, sword

in hand, and found some cubs in a bush. e

.

‘ 1 ; :
entered the bush, caught them un aud at down
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CHAPTER X
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shivaji had come to hcar of great saints like

Dyandev and Tukaram 1 his early boyhood.
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Both were poet-saints, and they sang kirtaans in
praise of God., When Rama Das refused to come
and live with Skivaji, he requested Tukaram to do
so. But Tukaram wrote back refusing to come.
He wrote, ** The court of a king 1s not a fit place
for a poor lover of God. 1 have given up the
world and 1ts gifts.”

Once Tukaram was invited by some of his
followers to Poona to sing kirtans. Shivajl was
then living at Sinhagad, a fort within a few miles
of Poona. e used to attend these kirtans every
night. When they were over, he would come back
to his fort.

His Muhammadan foes came to know of this.
One nicht, a body of two thousand Pathans
surrounded the house in which Tukaram was
sinsing his kirlans. Shivajl was in the housz that
day. The people in the house were in great fear.
Tukaram at first did not know anythine about the
martter.

But sson he saw that something was wrong
and he asked the peonle what the trouble was.
He was told the truth, and the pcople rejguested
sermission to fly away with Shivaji.  But the
gaint would not hear of stonning the Lirlans for fear
of the enemy. He said, * This 1s a holy day
(Fikadasi , which we should spend in fasting and

prayer. What care we for foes? It we are so
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fortunate .as to die this day, we shall all go straight
to Heaven. No, my people ! Let us not mind the
enemy, but go on with our kirtans.”’ The people

dared not disobey. Nor would Shivaj permit 1t,
even for his own safety.

The kirian went on.  Shivaji was listening to
he sacred words, forgetting the world and the
langer that surrounded him. Meanwhile some
yne among the people quietly left the hall, and
went out. He was seen to spring on a horse and
-ide away silently. He looked like Shivaji to the
syes of the Pathans. They rode after the flying
yorseman in pursuit. It lasted long; the flying
igure at last escaped into the woods, and was lost
to the sight of the pursuers.

By this time the kirtan was over, the people
left the house, and Shivaji reached his fort in safety.
People said to one another afterwards, ¢ It was
Hanuman himself that saved Shivaji from his foes.’

Y et another story is told to show the eliect of
Tukaram’s kirtans on Shivaji. Once upon a time,
Tukaram was sinzing them at a certain place.
Shivaji was also present there. The opening
verses of the kirtan were very sweet and soul-
stirring ; and the heart of Shivaji was filled with
pious joy. Tukaram spoke on the shortness of the
world’s joys.

Shivaji's heart was turned to the truth of the
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saint’s teachings. When the kirtan was over, he
came back home, and cast away his rich clothing.
Dressed as acomman man, he went into the woods.
and began to think upon the words of Tukaram.

i-lis mother, Jijabai, was greatly grieved. In
great fear she went to the saint, and said, “ 1 pray
to yvou, Oh hnl}f one, turn b&‘:l{ my son o the
greut task that lies belore him.  He is the only one
who can bring freedom to our people and our
religien.”

Tu.aram said to her, ““ IFear not, noble lady,
for your son. Ide will attend the kirtan to-night

L&

also. | shall give him the necessary advice.”
r = :"" - L -
hat night dSivaj: came to hear the kirlen as
| L * - L]
usual. Jijabal was also present. The saint spoke
1 ]
that day on the duty of
3 Y

common good of all.  Merit lay not in {lying away

cvery man to work for the

——n

from hﬂm:: into the woods.  The saint then spoke
on the great duties of a king. The king was the
{ather @I his people. He should not leave them to
themselves and {lee to the lonely forests for his own
happiness. That would be selfish. But he must
also‘always rest his mind on God all the time.”
On hearing these words of Tukaram, Shivaji-
knew they were spoken for his 6wn sake. He felt
the force of the words. He fell at the feet of the
sammt znd his mother, and with their blessings

eame back to his home.
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CHAPTER XI
Master and Pupil Disagree

Shahaji had his jagirs in Maharashtra along with
“other Mahratta chiefs. These often quarrelled
among themseives, and there was no strict control
over them. They changed masters often, at one
time being under the Moguls, and next under
Bijapur. Thus they were always open to attacks
from one or the other, or among themselves. Shivaji
wished to bring peace and order in Maharashtra so
that his father’s jagirs micht be safe. How could
he bring about order out of this confusion? He
found that the only way was to unite all Maha-
rashtra into one state. For this purpase and to save
his own property, it was necessary for him to
capture and strengthen some of the forts belonging
to the Bijapur and the Mogul zovernments. It was
never Shivaji’s wish, however, to set himself against

the Muhammadan powers.
But such ideas of Shivaji were not

ked by
cnce to
his master Shahajn. He had not the hish ambition
of Shivaji or of his mother. He was only true to
his trust, and loyal to his master.  His duty was
to keep Shivaji from all dangers. He tried to turn
Shivaji from his dangerous ideas, and said to him

accordingly, “ Your present deeds are f{ull of
37
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danger, my prince. They will bring you and
your jaoir to ruin. 1 he Muhammadan kings arc
great and powerful. You do not have enough
power or wealth to oppose them. Think well, my
vounig master. Your father is at Bijapur. Your
present acts are sure to rouse the anger of the
Sultan.  And then what will be the fate ol vour
father » Think well upon it.”

Zadaji repeated this advice from time to time.
Shivaj listened in silence. But he never gave up
his high ambition or the bold deeds which he had
besun.

Dadaji wrote to Shahaji about his son’s
doings, and asked for advice. But Shahaj did
send anv reply. He was busy in the Carnatic.
Perhaps he thought Shivaji did well in making
himself strong in Maharashtra.

Dadaji grew sadder day by day; he was in
arcat fear for the safety of the jagir, for the safety
of Shivajl, and fer the salety of his master, Shahaji.
On account of this sorrow, Dadaji’s health gave
way. He was already very old, and the present
sorrow laid him ill. Shivaji and Jijabai did all
they could to brinz him back to health. Shivaji
ofterr came to him and sat by him long.

Day by day the condition of Dadaji grew
worse. At last the fearful day of death approached.

Dadaii knew it. He sent for the officers and
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servants of the jagir. He bade them serve their
master faithfully. He gave the keys of the treasury
into the hands of Shivaji, and advised him to be
kind to his servants. He then spoke to Shivaji
on the merits of the dilferent othicers and clerks one
by one. Then with kind words, full of blessings
tor his pupil, the old man died peacefully.

CHAPTLER XII
Shahan in Trouble

hivaji gradually went on increasing his power

and adding to his territory. He captured many
places round about his own jagsir. Alfter a time
he captured forts and places further away from
Poona. Many of these places formerly belonzed
to the kingdom of Ahamadnagar, and now to
heard of
these conquests of Shivaji. But he did not vet

Bijapur. The Sultan of that kingdom

take notice ol SIlivaji’E conduct. 1hetime was not
suited lor quarrelling with him.

Shivaji srew bolder still at this, and he attack-
ed and captured Kalyan. It was after this that
Shivajt obtained his famous sword Bhavani.  This
sword had belonged to a chief named Gowalkar
-Sawant. Shivaji’s [riends sought to take it by force
{from its owner. But Shivaji replied, “ A brave
man should never covet what belongs to another.”
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But the chief thimself desired to enter the service
of Shivaji, and made a present of the sword to
him.  Shivaji accepted the present, and in return
presented the chief a purse of 300 hons, the real
value of the sword, and a robe of honour. He also

took the chief in his service.

The conquest of Kalyan was a serious thing for
Bijapur. The Sultan was wild with anger. He
believed that Shahaji knew and allowed his son’s
action. But it was not yet in his power to punish
even Shahaji. He was too powerful to be easily
punished. The Sultan therefore wrote a letter to
Shahajt directing him to advice his son. It was good
for Shahaji himself that his son should put a stop
to his activities. If Shahaji could not control his
son, he should hand over the son to the Sultan.

Shahaji renlied that Shivaji was no lonzer in
bis control. The father could not be resnonsible
for the son’s evil ways. But he himself was aloval
servant -;::-f Biyjapur. The Sultan misht punish
Shivaji as he liked. Shahaji would not complain.

But the renly did *m" satisfy the Sultan. [He
sent secret letters to one Baji Ghorpade to arrest
Shahaji secretly and bring him away to DBijanur.
Daji Ghorpade invited Shahaji to a feast, and when
he came as an uns uanartmﬂ and honoured guest, *
he was arrested by the false host, and brought to

Bijapur. The Sultan compelled Shahaji to write
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a letter to his son advising him to give up all his
conquests and come at once to Bijapur. The letter
also mentioned the dangerous position of Shahaji
at Dijapur.

This was a ditficult position for Shivaji. He
did not know what to do. In this trouble, his wife
gave him sound advice. She said to him, “| am
only an i1gnorant woman. I am not fit to ;ive you
advice on state matters. Yeu have able ministers
who can give you good advice. DBut | cannot see
you in suftering. If I may speak my mind to you,
I would humbly place my ideas before you for
consideration. In bigh affairs of state, tamily tizs
have no nlace. We should be suided by a high
sense of duty alone. God will help us cut of the
difficulty 1n the end. Therefore you should not
yield to the threats of Bijapur sent through vour
father. He himsclt would not like you to sive up
your glorious conquest.” |

Shivaji’s mother, ministers and officers, all cave
the same advice. So Shivaji wrote back to his
tather, refusinz to do as directed by him. Father
and son should each follow his own fortune.

Shahaji sent the letter on to the Sultan. lut
still the Sultan would nnt believe Shahaji to be true.
So the Sultan had a wall raised, in which sufficient
space was left for a man to be seated. Shahaji

was put into this space. The wall was built up.
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almost completely ; there was only a small open-
ing left. The Sultan threatened to close this also,
if Shivaji did not submit within a given time.

The news of Shahaji’s condition soon came to
the ears of his son. Shivaji’s heart was filled with
grief for the lot of his father. Was he to give up
all his conquests 2 Was he to give up the liberty
and happiness of Maharashtra ? Or was he to let
his father die a horrible death ? In this difficulty,
nis clever mind hit upon a plan. He wrote a
humble letter to the Mogul Emperor at Delhi,
requesting him to help Shahaji out of his difficulty.
Shivaji promised in return to be a loyal servant of
the Emperor, and to carry out his orders faithfully.

Shajahan thought it was good to have Shahaji
and Shivaji as allies. So he wrote a commanding
letter to the Sultan of Bijapur to set Shahaji at
liberty. The Sultan could not disobey the Em-
peror's commands and Shahaji was set free.

Shahaji remained at Bijapur for five years after
this. During this time Shivaji would not attack
any place belonging to the Sultan or the Emperor ;
tor that would put his father’s life in danger.

CHAPTER XIII
Shivaji and Afzul Khan
Sﬂme time after, Shahaji was again taken into

confidence by the Bijapur government, and sent
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to the Carnatic. After Shahaji left Bijapur, Shivaj
began again to attack and capture forts and places
belonging to it. No less than forty forts fell into
Shivaji’s hands.

The Sultan of Bijapur was then a young man,
twenty-one years old. His mother ruled the king-
dom abl}r with the hrﬂp of the chief minister-
The daring conquests of Shivaji made the old
queen very angry. She called all her ministersand
senerals one day, and spoke to them about punish-
ing Shivaji. She asked if any of them had the
daring to bring Shivaji a prisoner to her. All were
afraid. They knew the strength and skill of the
brave Shivaji. But there was one boastful man
who stood up and said he would conquer him.
This was Afzul Khan. The old queen sent him
at the head of a large army and with a large
quantity of stores and provisions. Before Atzul
Khan left Bijapur, the queen advised him to capture
or murder Shivaji by entering into false friend-
ship.

On the approach of the large Byapur army,
Shivaji went over to the strong fortress of Pratab-
cad. Alfzul Khan saw the difficulty of taking
that fort. So he encamped at Wai, some distance
from Pratabgad, and tried to drag out Shivajn by
{alse friendship. Shivaji came to know of the great

strength of the enemy. He made up his mind te
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offer terms of submission, and try to gain time and
profit. Accﬂrdingly he sent word to the pI‘Dlld
Khan, asking [or peace.

The Khan beliecved Shivaji's message to be
quite true. He sent one Krishnaii Dhaskar to
Shivaji, to invite him to a meeting for settling peace
terms. idut Krishnaji was struck with admiration
at the high and noble ideas of Shivaji.  So he tok
Shivaj the rcal motives of Afzul Khan, Shivapn
learnt that the Khan wished to make him a pnrisoner
and carry him off to Bijapur.

Now Shivaji showed his great skill. He
sent an ambassader back with Krishnajl, request-

Tl

rin T ""- I' " ] | S Y O = I Tu i 2 Vs ATTY R T ¥ ol
-I-"J-i_—', T WRCAD]. -..Jl._-'_J.-i i T En} JLl'f.]‘_II .[ ‘J Vv il= iTiic]=

- S SRR B N /. S S s i - LS
Wiy !.JLL*:E-’L.'V.L; NS HSban's camy al x.-wf 1 -1&1&1 LG
Trusag sall dpgesynganlls et ) o Tl P s S E o 2
poo '-.:'J. i IﬂLii_Lli.:___;Cii_J.l L it : il 11 Wl r!j_'i lel"r !_"-11 =5 L
SR QT S 't.'! & ke oy o ERIROLOY LTS kA 1 ,.,_i
iian tnat Shivajl was a coward, and svas airaid o
YTy ;: P ¥ T Ll !l:h'! w -'.!L-Er-|-1.l" - .--.1- v et Fl--q: . J.’?!.I, .
4._.-'»_];11-1-17._.' INLG g (yYyunam:madadoan f’ﬂ.ﬂl;:- i i woldulild
o e - '.-.\._ . A - Y I 5 - L B ] = ':11.-' E" x
WaE QaxXicus o make Shiv a prisoner. 30 fi¢

1 ¥
;f_..“..l EO come § ; 1 ln
21 = ] | ]

10w Kenl concealed a large army

avh, ready to fall uson t-'z:: enemy at 2
b G 4

- PR Y :_. Ch a -7 - - - ll - - e -"\.1-
given signal,  Then he went to his mother and
'H.-!I— .Fr i ‘] ---.-'-- L | } - --:--.. ‘ x ™ - e 'I'\- u I L WA EaTay b
e i TEC '-"i‘{.f“;:-'.':l”gt“- LAy I;L:f__.r 115 1'!'_1'..!1[:.";.. S L L —ill
f T-‘IT ----' - =T “u -
{ Bhavani, and praved to that

¥
T, CHE R L T | N ] =+ ™ fa ol T
soddess jor help against the Ioe.  lastly he called
i -l'- -'-'--u'.u.d—\- "y 7 t 9 -I"h. e P . ! 1
iizg chiiels and nooles, and said to them, I know

fmnd:&, that in going o meet the {oe le-day, I
44



Shivaj

risk my life itsell. I 1 succeed, 1t will be our
;greates't joy. But I may !ail, and be killed. If so,
ou should not lose your courage, but fall on the
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T'he Khan cried out, ¢ murder,” ‘murder.’ as
he fell. Soldiers from both sides rushed forward
and fought round the fallen Khan. Meanwhile
the bugle sounded, and cannons were fired from
the fort of Pratabgad. The Mahratta army, which
was kept concealed around Javli, fell upon the

Bijapur army, and drove them away with great
loss in men and money.

CHAPTERE XIV
Re-union of Father and Son

Even after the thorough defeat and death of Afzul

Khan, the Bijapur government waged war with
Shivaji for some years. But in the end, Shivaji
put down the power of Bijapur. In this he was
helped by the Carnatic wars which drew away the
army of Bijapur irom Maharashtra.

When peace was made between Bijapur and
Shivaji, Shahaji applied to the Sultan for leave to
pay a visit to the holy shrines in Maharashtra. In
oranting the leave, the Sultan directed Shahaji to
advise his son to be loyal to Bijapur.

With the leave of the Sultan, Shahaji set out
from the Carnatic to revisit the land of his birth
after a long absence. He brought with him his

junior wife and their son Venkoji. Shivaji had
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news that his father was coming with the permis-
sion of the Sultan.

Tuljapur was one of the most holy places in
Maharashtra. There was an ancient shrine 1n 1,
which was held very sacred. When Shahap
reached that holy place, he gave away large sums
of money in charity. Shahaji had made a great
vow to this shrine for the success of Shivaj in his
wars. Now he made good his vow by making
small images of the goddess in gold, and giving
them away to the poor. The Shahaji visited the
other holy places in Maharashtra.

Shivaji made special arrangements for the
comforts of his father during the journey in his
kincdom. At every place where Shahaji haited,
he was attended by his son’s ollicers. To Jijabai
and Shivaji the coming of Shahajp was a most
joylul thing.  They had been separated for a long
time. T©The rahmins were consuited and a proper
place and time werce fixed for the meeting. The
1}1&{1{: sclected was the temple of Jejur. On the
arrival of Shahaii at some distance from Jejurn,
Shivaji sent forward his commander-in-chiel to
cive him a fitting welcome. Cavalry, infantry and
elenhants were sent to do him honour. bShivaj
himself waited at Jejuri.  Shahaji was led to the
‘temple In a grand procession with music and

joytul cries.
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relizion to Maharashtra. Your couraze and wisdom
have brought back the glories ol our anciuar race.

a_\_".

conquests. You have wiven liberty of e and

Can there be oreater hapniness to me than to be
father of such a son!”

Shivaijl then prostrated himself before ~is step-
mother with affection and resnect, and =mbraced
his stepn-brother Venkoji.  Alms were wiven to
thousands of the poor in honour of Shahaj s visit.

—r

CHAPTER XN
Shahap at Poona

he camp was then moved to Poona.  Shahaj
stayed there lor two months.  Shivag: Dimself
attended to all his father's comlorts. S “1}1“1_r|
was told in detail of the crvil and military wrranze-
ments in the ]{Ii’lgdum, and no busmess was done
by Shivaji witiout his wdvice. In oo every-
thing was done 12 the name ol Shahay, while he
remaincd in his son’s tervitory., Shabant’s heart
was filled with pleasure at tiese marks of nonour
and allection.
shah in had 1‘_}1‘{111,{!11: with him lvom the Carna-
tic some swords of great workmanship.  Uf them
vhern wae one, set with jewels, used by Shahayj:
himscli. He made a present of that sword to
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Shaista Khan cauzht hold of a Brahmin who knew
Sanskrit, and made him write a haushty letter to
Shivaji. The letter was to the followinuy effect.
“You are a wild ape of the mountains. You are
too cowardly to face and fight your foe. But I am
come to draw you out. [ shall never leave till I
have hunted you down. You are doomed to die.
Y ou cannot escape long.”

Shivaji wrote back in renly: “ You wish to
call me monkey. Very well then! Remember
what Hanuman did to Ravana !”

Shivaji thought of a plan of punishing Shaista
Khan for his pride. Also, if he could be killed,
the Mogul army weculd lose its leader, and could be
easily broken up. The plan was this. A Mahratta
cavalcy officer of the Khan in Poona was won
over by Shivaji. This officer got up a false marri-
aze 1 his family. Then he applied to the Khan for
permission to lead a marriage procession. The
permission was granted. Shivaji and a strong
band of armed men joined the procession, and at
midnight attacked the house of Shaista Khan.
The Khan was asleep. Shivaj was about to kill
him with the sword, but the Khan’s wife rushed in
and begged for her husband’s life. Upon this
Shivaji got up, sword in hand, and led the Khan
and his wife out of the room. There he cut off

two of the Khan’s fingers and let him off.
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The son of Shaista Khan woke up and came
to attack the Mahrattas, but he was himself killed.
A lizht began within the house between the guards
of the Khan’s house and Shivaji’s [cllowers.  Crics
of murder filled the air, and the whoie camp was
in great confusion. So Shivaiji and his party were
able to make their escapc from the city in salety.
Shivaji then called together his soldiers from their
hiding places outside the city-gates, and rode fast
for Sinhazad.

A strons party started in pursuit.  But it
was misled by a trick of Shivaji. At some dis-
tance from the city-gate, there were meny trees.
Uefore coming into the city, Shivaji had caused
torches to be fixed on to many of the treces. Also,
torches were tied to the horns of cattle that had
been kept in readiness. Now, as the pursuers
started, the siznal was given and the torches were
lit un. The cattle ran in all directions with torches
burnin= on their horns. These and the torches upon
the trees looked to the Mogul horsemen hike a
flyiny army. The Mogul horsemen therchore went
in hot pursuit in the direction of the torches. This
save time to Shivaji and his men to escave in the
oprosite direction and reach Sinhagad in salety.

Thus did Shivaj take revenge upon Shaisia
Klan for his insulting letter.
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CHAPTER XVII
Shivaji at the Mogul Court

he fate of Shaista Khan brought down another

large army from Delhi. This army was divided
into two halves, and placed under two able generals,
Raja Jay Singh and Diler Khan. [t was the grandest
army thiat ever reached the Deccan from Delhi.
Shivan and his counsellors thought it best to make
peace with the enemy. In this purpose they were
helped by the goodness and grace of Raja Jay
Singh. This Rajput chief had heard of the skill
and power of Shivaji. The fates of Afzul Khan
and Shaista Khan made him prefer peace to war,
if possible. The terms were discussed by letters
between Jay Singh and Shivaji. The terms were
then submitted to the emperor with a strong
recommendation from Raja Jay Singh.

:’-“111“:111'*1}:@1} abc*"*tu_[ almost all the terms,
and mvited Shivaji to attend his court. Raja Jay
Singh strong U promised that Shivaji would come
to no harm by goinz there. Shivaji resolved
to go to Delhi, thou 7h he knew it was full of
langer to his ll:t and liberty. He assembled his
officers and ncbles before leaving for Delhi, and
addressed them thus : ““ Whatever evil may happen
to me, | am sure in the end to come back to you

i safety ; for the Goddess Bhawani has advised
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me to go to the Mogul court. She has promisea
me her protection. If, however, I fail or fall, cheer
up my old mother, and guard the kingdom with
care.

Shivaji then chose some of his most trusted
followers to go with him. After taking a touching
leave of his mother, he started with his eldest son
Shambaji- A messenger was sent in advance to
tell the emperor that Shivaji was coming.

When Shivaji and his party came near Aara,
Auranvazeb sent Raja Ram, the son of Raja Jay
Sinch, and another noble to receive them. Raja
Ram had been directed by his father to be helphul
o Shivaji. Shivaji wished Raja Ram to bring
about the meeting with the emneror soon and as
between two ejual rulers.

On the du_y {ixed for Shivan to attend the
durbar, the most lﬂ}ral nobles were present and
many Pathans cuarded the emperor’s throne with
drawn swords ; for Aurangazeb had heard that
Shivaji was no ordinary man. Ithad been stat=d to
him that Shivaji could jumpn 25 cubits ol leneth.
There were five different weapons of war kept
ready near the emperor’s scat : and he himselt had
put on a coat of mail under his muslin rebe. The
hall was filled with nobles who wished to sce the
famous warrior and chief from the south. *

Shivaji, with Ram Singh and a few chosen
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attendants, entered the hall at the time fixed for
the mestine.  Shivaji made the usual salutation
and vlaced his nezzar (loyal present) belore the
throne.  Aurangazeb asked the usual questions
rezarding his father’s health, and he zave proper
answeis. 1 he emperor then pointed out a seat
and told Shivaii to be seated.  The scat was one
of those where nobles of the second rank sat.
Scivajl grew angry at this insult. He spoke
out boldly against the disrespect and asked for a
sword. e wished to kill himsell for the shame
anc insult done to his rank. The emperor at once
ordered Ram Singh to ofter pan-superi to Shivaj

and talee Rim back to his residence.

CHAPTER XVill

Shivap's Escape

" el

Livan's skill and daring roused the emperor’s ad-

miration. He wished to keep Shivaji in his
service. und offered a jagir to him in the north.
This was to be in addition to his jagirs in the
south. in the north Shivajt could not be so powertul
a5 in the south.  Shivaji would not aeree to this.
Thererpon Aurangazeb set a strong force of 500
wen ta cuard the house of Shivajl. Now Shivaj:

saw the difficulty of his position. But he did not
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lose his courage. He resolved to win the con-
fidence of the emperor and then escane. |

T he first thing he did was to send away his
followers one after another. He kept only a few
most trusted men with him. Then he obtained
permission to visit the nobles of the court. lHe
paid many visits, and made many friends among
them. He spoke to them often of his desire to
stay away 1n the north and serve the emneror.  In
time. this reached the cars of the clperor as
Shivaji wished. The next step taken by Shivaji
was to celchrate every Thursday as a festive day.
On that day cvery week, he made larse guantities
of sweetmeats. These were sent 1n large baskets
to the Muhammadan nobles. The guards were at
first carcful to examine the baskets belore letting
them out. But after some time they grew less
careful. They examined only one or two baskets
and passed off the rest.

Now was the time for Shivaji to carry out his
plan of escape. e pretended to be 1ll one day,
and sent for a docter to examine him.  Some time
after, he said he felt better, and prepared larse
quantities of sweetmeats as il 1n joy at his re-
covery. They were sent out in many i_}igg haskets
to the Mooul uobles.  In one of the big baskets he
hid himsell, and Shambaji was 11 in another.

These two baskets were borne by Shivaji’s own
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servants. 1he baskets escaped notice, and were
carried out of the city in safety. Then he and his
son got upen horses kept ready for them, and fled
to Mathura. Meanwhile, a servant, who remained
behind, put on the dress of Shivaji and lay down
in Shivaji’s bed. No one knew the truth till the
next morning, when the bed was empty.

CHAPTER XIX

Coronation

rom Mathura Shivaj started on his way home in

the company of gosavis. He too was dressed as
a gosavi. He had to pass throuzh many difficulties
on the way. The rainy days had besun. The
rivers were swollen. He had to cross many
mountains and rivers and travel wide forests on
foot. A journey on foot over such a long distance
was a most difficult task in those days.

On his arrival in the Deccan Shivajt did not
=0 directly to his home. He went to Puri and
from there on to H}rderabad and Bijapm‘. At last
he reached Panhala and {rom there he went to
Rajead. He still had on the robes of a gosavi.
When he souzht admission at his own palace-gate,
the sentinel informed Jijabai that a gosevi had

come to see her. Fven she did not know her son,
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when she saw him first. How great was her joy
to know that it was her own noble son !

Shivaji’s return soon became known. There
was joy all over his kingdom. Men came
numbers to look upon their chief. Shambaji had
been left behind at Mathura under proper care. It
was to avoid detection. Great anxiety was felt for
his safety. But he too soon returned all well.

Shivaji now entered upon the serious work of
conquest. He had to re-conquer many nvlaces.
He fousht many wars both with the Meguls and
with Bijapur. He came out victorious in the end.
Shivaji now assumed the crown. He might have
crowned himself lonz ago ; but he would not do so
when his father was living and in the service of
Bijapur. Jijabai lived to see the highest glory of
her son. But she did not live long alter 1t.

Shivaji led his army to the Carnatic and made
many conquests. He paid a visit to Tanjore,
where his step-brother Venkejt was ruling. Shivan
claimed his half-share of his {ather’s Carnatic
estates. Venkoji was unwilling to share them with
Shivaji. When Shivaji was busy capturing places
in the Carnatic such as Ginjt and Vellore, Venkopn
fought against his own brother’s army ; but he was
defeated. Venkoji had then to beg for pardon.
Shivaji pardoned him and made him ruler of all

the estates in the Carnatic.
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Shivaji spent his last daysin picty and prayer.
He often visited Rama Das. In one of his visits
Shivaji asked Rama Das to pardon him for all his
faults. The saint saw that the king was sad, and
asked him about 1t.  1le embraced the saint and
sald that it was their last meeting.  Shivaji seems
i have known that the end was come. Then
biddinzs farewell to the saint, he returned to Rajzad.
Smltlv att e g £ he fell 1l of {LVLI and alter seven
days’ illness, quictly passed away. bhis death
took place 1n April 1680.

Shivaj left four daughters, besides his two
sons. Shambaji succeeded to the throne of his
father. But he did notrule long. Though able and
skilful, he had formed habits of ease and enjoyment,
and neglected his kingly duties. But Raja Ram
was worthy of his [ather In every way. On
Shambaiji’s death, his son Shahu succeeded. But
he was an infant.  So Raja Ram ruled the kingdom
as Regent.

CHAPTER XX
Shivaji’s Character

Yhivaji holds a high place among the great men
of the world.  The story of his life is wonderful
to read.  He 1s regarded as a great national hero.

A large number of people believe him to be an
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avater of Shiva. His fame and name are told and
sunz In many a tale and sons.  Scholars are still
hard at work to know more of his life and deeds.

How was Shivaji great 2 What was the work
of his life » He was a orcat man of action. His
objects were lofty and noble, and by hard and
diligent labour, he attained many of those objects.
He was wise and brave. He met with many
troubles in his life ; but with sreat tact he got over
them all. e had to face many cnemies, and also
a great many dangers; but he bravely conquered
them all. By his skill and darinz, and by his
untirinr zeal, he united all the Mahrattas into a
vigorous race, and built up a great kinzdom.

Shivajt passed throush many troubles almost
from his birth. We saw that he did not spend
much tirac with his father at anv time. Fven from
his mother he was scparated for a time. 1t was
when she was carried away as a prisoner by the
Moguls,  They wanted to carry him off too. So
he had to be kept 1n hiding.

The troubles were too areat for a buy. ]3111;
.Shiv'aji was not like other ]Jc:r}f:-:-. The troubles
only made Shivaji more brave.

Farly in his life Shivaj formed a hizh amln-
tion.  His will was always stronz.  And he set to
work for Srealg objects while 'yvet a buy- We saw
how he united all Maharashtra, and built a power-
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ful kingdom. He had to fight against many foes.
The mighty Moguls came down from time to time
to crush his power on one side. The powerful
kingdom of Bijapur save him endless trouble on
the other. Shivaji deieated them all every time.
But it was not ?;;u}-' the streneth of his army, but by
his own wisdom aad couraze.  Thus did Shivajl
rise to urcat power 1n the land.

But yet he was highly relivious and God-fear-
. e made friends with pious saints like
Tukaram and Rama Das.  Fle took their advice
in all things. He had a great faith in his sacred
religion. The killing of cows brought tears into
his eyes.  The sight of sacred Hindu temples in
ruins causced him oreat nain.

Avzam, Shivail was a fond and dutiful son.
In all his greatness, he was humble and good. To
bis friends he was always gentle, and to the poor
he wos ever kind.

Thus was Shivaji great and good. He was
pr.n-w;:rful yet gentle, strong vet kim'l, and noble yet
humble. His life is a glorious example of the
words of the poet :

.« + *“The lives of great men all

Teach us hew to make our lives sublime.”
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