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PREFACE.

Narayaniya is a narrative and philosophical poeu,
glowing with the fervour of religion and picrcing tho
reader with the thrill of devotion. It celebrates the
glory of Narayana dwelling in the hearts of people and
enshrined in Gurapavanapura, one of the oldest temples
in South Malabar. The poem embodics the essentials
of “Bhagavatam” portrayed in the choice diction of the
author &nd enriched with his subtle and sublime
imagery. The work discloses consummate art. Holy
people in Kerala recite the poem every day as a 1eans
to exaltation and final release.

The work was composed by Meppatur Narayana
Bhattapada, a Nambudiri Rishi who lived in the latter
half of the sixteenth century. He was well posted in
the divers branches of sanskrit literature and was pre-
cminent as a grammarian and Adwaitha-Yogin.  Many
of the Sidhantas cxplaine in his own treatise on grawm-
mar, entitled “Prakriya Sarvaswam™ have been illustra-
ted in all his works.

Acts of religious duty lead only to impermanent
results. Kmancipation is accomplished through study
and fervid piety leading to self-realisation. This is the
key-note of the whole poem.

The book will be interesting both to the literate
and the philosopher. It has for long been the Solace
of the pious in Malabar and will, it 1s hoped, hereafter
be the Solace of many abroad as well.

Tnchur.
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