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PREFACE

The varions pieces firrt brought together in
this book-let were comp red on different cceasions
and ander different circumst 'nces, when therr wag
no idea wha'ever of their ever seeing the light of
day, together. An u usnally fortunate coincidence
of favourable circumutne s has, howe verpersaaded
the writer, albeit with wach msgiving, to «anction
their publication. Uddala—charit:, the stury of
Shukespeare’s ‘Othello’, had originally been Wrian
by request, for the Sinskrit Journal of Pu lukotta,
partlias an exercise to the Euglish-reading stu—
dent tu whom Sanskrit is fast growing to be more
alien than a foreign tongue, and pirtly as a meand
of tongue conveying to the mind of the orthodox
Pandit, somme idea of the morvellous oreative ima—~
gination of the western poet. The Text-book
Committ-e of Travancore did the writer the honoar
of prescribing it a8 & text in Sangkrit in the Fifth
Form of Government and aidel schiools. Under
the circamstances, the republication of the bro-
cbare cou'd not be deferred any farther. It was
then suggested by scme kind friends tbat the piece

it too small to appear by itself and that it could
he advantageously supplemented by a few of thg
scasicnal poems the writer had been in the habit



.
A

of composing, now and then, for his own pleasure
or the delecation of friends; and when so sompetent
a scholar ag Mr. Narayana Sastrial, late of the
local Sanskrit College, offered to undertake the
whole responsibility of making a seleotion and of
the editorship, the writer oould no more plead,
without ineurring more than & suspicion of ungraci-
ousness, his reluctanoce to see them in type. They
are at lagt before the reader. The title Bahitya-
kutubala (Exercises in Poetry) has been chosen for
the colleotion as best expressing the character and
origin of pieoes so varied in nature and incoption.

The Writar.
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