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nN attempting to look back upon our own
history the first essentiul would appear to
be marking n few of the more salient features,

so that we might group round these a number
of minor events and incidente, This will give
ud perspective ; and whatever imperfection there
may be in detail it will make the whole present-
able. If at this distance we take a retrospect,
thd hrstor}' of India of the Arvan invasions would
appear, like our own Himalayas at a great dis-
tance, all smooth but for a few peaks of command-
ing “ Happy is the
annals are a blank, " said Carlyle, and if we can

beight. nation whose
derive comfort from this seeming blankness, we
shal? perhaps be in a delusion. 1 shall attempt,
therefore, to present in outhne the outstanding
features with a view to clothing these later on to
make them as presentable looking as we may.

We with the Aryans in
their own homes wherever they might have
This will he
extra-Indian in character and withal essential

have to begin
been and move along with them.

to the proper understanding of their doings in
Indin. We shall name this the Pre-Indian age
of the Indo-Aryans Cirea. B. C. 3000, During
this age the Aryans advance up to the Indian
frontier and are a nomadic-agricultural folk, al-
ready differentiated from their [vanjan brethren
and developing some of the features peculiar to
the Indo-Aryans of the Rig-Veda.

The next step in advance takes them across the
frontier into Tndia. During this age of their
migration we find them in oceupation of the
land of the five It is
first time that the Arvans ‘come in contact with

Itin and the
untry begins.

rivers, here for the

strugglefFom possession of the
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gives way to the more advanced and vigorous.
Tt is again in the land of the five-rivers that
the simple tribal
organization take form and are pictured to us
in the Rig-Veda. The rich soil and flourishing
communities catch the =avesx and attrset the

civilization and com pact

lesives of the neighbouring,ayint still primitive,
consins of these Imdian Aryansy To make roowm
for these new arrivals, not without a fight
perhaps, the Tndo-Aryans move forward nervss
the rivers to the Doab of the Ganges and the
Jumua.  All this may rvoughly be ascribed to
the half millennium 2000-1500 B.C.

As with the Greek cousins of these Indo-
Aryans; these latter underwent a similar course
of development according to their own environ-
ment, geographical and political. In the Gangetic
Doab, we find the Aryans developing more power-
ful communities, which, instead of becomiug city-
states as in Greece, led to powerful nlol.ﬂ]'c]];es
ruling powerful tribes and vast kingdoms parti-
cularly as the country was move open. It was in
these regions *thal the great inter-tribal wars
typified in the Mahabharata must have taken
place. At least, the incidents referred to in the
great epiv have their theatre here. Hence this
period of history has come to be known that of
the Mahabharata, Tt is here for the first time
that the Avyans get into touch, not ouly with the
ancivilized aborigines who are the feature of ghe
Punjab plains, as even the Ister Brihat Kathu
makes it clear, hut also with (he civilized
Dravidians of India, It is here, ng with the Greeks
in Attica and Boeotin, that the Arvans change
their that of am-
algamation, which nlone was possible under the

policy of usnrpation to

circumstances, To these events is aseribed the

period inclide, in the ceuturies hetween 1500

B.C.—1000 B.C.
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From here the further expansion eastwards
could not be in the wholesale fashion as Lereto-
fore, but bhave to be in driblets. This expan-
sion takes the form of a few powerful kingdoms
farther east than the Doab. What the Kurus
(or» Kamavas) and the Panchilas were to the
Deal, the EKdsalas and Videhas were t9 the
further east of those times, It ix of these
regions that the Ramayana tells and the period
taken up in the expansion (or infiltration) into
these regions _paay. have been the quarter
millenninm 10680 B.C. to 750 B.C.

Duaring these™ periods then the Tndo-Aryans
have been rearing those great edificgs of learn-
ing and religion which have givén this land of
ours all its claims to greatness in the vurious
departments of human activity. The Pre-veﬂio
Aryans broughit in their tranutiom which t]?e§
could elaborate at Jeisure in the Puanb This
in course of time wns put into shape.in the
hymns of the Veda, which as time advanced, re-
quired to be explained by an elahorate com-
These commentaries are the Brih-
manas. These in their turn led to the further
disquisitions called the Aranyakas culminating
in the philesophieal flights of the Upanishads.
This transformation, or rather ‘elaboration, has
been going on steadily up to the period we
have arrived at in the last section. This is not
all,
for the proper understaunding of the Vedas anid
the Vedic ritual. Their nced was met by the
Vedangas having heen elaborated, viz, (1) Kalpa

mentary,

Certain scientific enquiries had to be made

which included Geometry so far as it applied to
the construction of sacrificial altars, (2) Siksha
or Phoneties, (3) Chandas or Metre, (4) Viyak-

arana or Grammar, (5) Nirukta or study of

words, (6) Jvotisha or astronomy.  These
Vedangas find brief treatment in the Brahmanas
or Upanishads and  acquire the necessary

scientific cast in the age we have come to just

now,

o

on {o the so-ealled
period, because this of
literatare vequived to be put in such shape as
could easily be mastered.

This development leads us

Sntra growing mass

The alphabet, mno
doubt, had heen invented already (or adapted
thoroughly to Indian requirements) though per-
haps it was nat brought quite into eommon
usage. This period overlups the next and may
be taken to ocenpy the 4 centuries between
750 B. C. and say 350 B. C o fur then we
have to t;ely entirely upon such evidence as is
available in our sacred literature and these have
been allotted to very varving periods by scholars,

The Aryan howe is placed within the Arctic,
Circle by Mr. Tiluk nnd he ascribes a very early
period (7000 B. C ) indeed for the earliest hymns
of the Rig-Vedn ; while Ewmopean scholurs would
bring it<= 1500 B. C. Mr. Tilak rests his argu-
ments upon certain solar and other astronemical
phencmenn referred to in ‘the earlier hymns
which upon his hypothesis find clear explana-
tion. The late Mr. Shankar Balakrishna Dikshit
refers certain at least of the Brihmanas to 35800

BeC.; there heing a reference in the Satapada
Brihmana to the Pleindes being in the
Equinox, which ix verifinble astronowieally.. Dr,

Thibaut consjdsrs the verse referred to us a late
interpolation. So then our position here ix not
very secure anil therefore our chronology res-
pecting this period cannot lay claim to wuch
acemney. The ultimate downward limit of our
period may be taken to be scenrate, as it brings
in an unlooked for synchronizm. Pythngoras the
Greek philosopher is believed to have learnt
in India not only his theory of Tl'HllS.‘llligl'ab‘i(\Iil
bat also his theory of numbears from our Sankya
system. D=, Goldstrucker and Bhandarknr refer
the Grammarian Panini to this period and if
this be correct it hrings the history of
south Tndia inte toush with that of the north.

Taking a fresh starting point, therefore, some-

where in the 6th centuzy B. (. we find ourselves
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upon somewhat firmer ground as outside light
begins to beat upon us. In the centuries on
B. C. 750 the
penetrating into the Mahakantara round about

either side of Aryans begin
the Vinulhyas, the memory of which is preserved
tin the

into the

tradition regarding Agustia’s advent

south. ff the Ramavana could be
trusted to be correct regarding fits geographical
details the greaf; forest extends up to the Pauypa
Sgras, which |

modern

muest have been somewhere rnear

Liadipe, wiiere unfortupately no
natice
Perhaps this difticulty has
The Author of the Tamil
Ramayana makes it Pampnnadi. The advent
of Agustia introduces reclamation of the jungle
of the
Whoever ti8 Agustia
was Rishi or some one else by that name, he
Tamil did for Sauskrit,

That he criticises Panini appears to be in evi-

Saras (or tank) has been brought to
suwle? the name.
alreardy bheen felt.

into arable land and he is the author

first Tamil Grammar.

dues for what Panini

‘dence in oue of the very few quotations that

have come down to us. It would thus appesr

that the Avyan migration into South India, 'has
to be referved to this period of the Sutras,
When the whole of India, north and south, is
getting organised, the overgrowth of ritualism
and perbaps of religion becoming tou much of
8. mystery, sete thoughtful people athinking
regarding this very subject. There appear in the
6th century B.C. two great men who have con-
tributed to bring about n mighty transformation.
1t is certainly in the fitness of things that these
should have flourished in the spots favoured by
uature where before them the daring flights of
speculation into the mystery of the Unknowr?
reached its grand climacteric under the Indian
Pigistratus, as he is called, Rajarishi Janaka,
These two great sous of Indin are Maha Vira
Vardhaumina the founder of the religion of the
Jina and Gautama Sikyamuni, the Buddha. The
new teachings of the Iattér and the appenl they

* It would appear there is u tank of that name quite

close to the river from which it is separated by an _

embankment.

made to the people have long been recognised, as
the potent cause of the development of the langu-
This
distant north found ready response even in the

ages of the people, influence from the
distant south with which communication appears
to have been maintained by way of the sea, while
yet the Dhandakiranya had not been penetrated
The
advent of the Buddha has also been in another

by a great high way, the Dakshinapatha,

way of advantage te students of history. His
religion it was that took Indic- from her blissful
isolation and brought her to taka’ler place among
the world powers, bus this was fiot as yet.

With the advent of into
prominence the Kingdom of Msaghada, perhaps
semi-aryan, baving been in the borderland of the

Buddhism comes

Aryivarta. The capitals of this kindom appear
td have been -Rajagriha, Kaikeyi's father's king-
dom, and Vaisali, also spoken of in the Kamayana,
Bimbimra of the Saisunaga dynasty and his
patricide son Ajitasatru were contemporaries of
the Buddha. Before the Buddha attained Nirvana
Buddhism: bhad obtained a great hold npon the
people of Indin, and Buddhist monks and nuns
have been going about carrying the Buddhist
gospel.

This nge wheén two religious reformers flourish-
ed and in which the foundation of the great-
ness of the Kingdom of Maghada was laid is
remarkable in many ways. This is the age in
which an Indian contingent fought in the bat-
tles of Thermopylae and Plataea in Greece, *in
cotton clothes, ecanebows, and iron-tipped arrows,’
This was possible because of the twentieth Satrapy
on the west bank of the Indus formed by the
adventurous skill of the Carian admiral of Darius
Hystaspes, by name Skvlux. The date of the
navigation of the Indus by this admiral and the
foundation of the Satrapy are p]ﬁced at about
510 B. C.  Alout this period India, then known
to the Arygns was divided into sixteen kingdoms
and a nuaber of autonomo s tribes; For besidea



ANOIENT INDIA.

the nceepted line of advance of the Aryans,

there appear to have been two other streams
of migration—one skirting the lower Himalayas
and the other down the wvalley of the Indus.
The tribes are found along the mountain borders
east of the Ganges, some of them ulso along the
upper reaches of the Punjab rivers. Severrl of
them were governed by their own tribal meetings
in the Hall of the tribe—Santhigira.

I need mention here only one of them becuuse
of its having I»dn a Kingdom previously. 1
mean the Videhds of modern Tirhut whose King
been mentioned, These

L
Junaka has already

were a section of the great Vajjiar clan and
were during this period under the Government
of a republic, whose headman, asin the case of
other republics as well, was called a Baja, ans-
wering to the Roman Consul or Athenian Archof.
It is from cne of these clans of Northern Bihar
that the Buddha himself was born.

The Kingdoms were, proceeding from the west
in geographical order: Kambhoja with capital
Sindh and
Gujarat ; Gandhara, Eastern Afghanistan between

Dvaraka, answering to modern
the Afghan mouutains and a little way to the
enst of the Indus with capital Taxila (near Shah
Deri); Aventi, the modern Maltva with capital
Ujjain ; the Assaka (Asmaka or Asvaksa) with
capital Potali or otana on the bunks of the Goda-
vari (modern Paitan); the Surasenas with their
Madhura, the Muttra ; the
Matsyas west of the Jumna answering tc the
cis-Sutlej Sikh States or Phulkian states: the
round about Kanouj and

capital modern

two Panchalas
Kampilla ; the Kurus cccupying the country
round «bout Delhi; Vamsa, the country of the
Vatsas with capital Kosambi; Chedi, one at
least of the tribes having had their local habitat
in Bundlekhand, the other being located some-
Mallas
Kusinara along the Nepal Tarai; the Vajjians,
a confederation of eight clans of whic!. the chief

where in , Nepal; the roundabout

“were the Licchavis of Vaisuli and the Videhas of

Mithiln ; the Kdsalas whose kingdom during this
period included Sravasti in Nepal on the one side
wilth Suketa in the

modern  Benares :

and Benares on the other
middle; the Kasis round
Maghada round Patna inelndivg in it Soanthern
Behar up to Blagulpur cn the Ganges; and
Anga  with from

cipital Champa not far

Bhagalpur. /

It is clear from the abovi thet so far the
Southern gxpansion had come up only to the
This is not inconsistent with the
state of things portrayed in the Ramayaha, 'as
this latter nowhere mentions an aryan kingdom

Goduveri.

nor of un aryan settlement of uny importance
bevond Janasthina along the upper reaches of
the Goudavari, 'The feature of this
period is Tne struggle for supremacy between the

neighbours, the Kosalas and the

political

Maga&has.
The Suisunagas particularly under Bimbisara and
his patricide son Ajatasatru were sucecessful in
expamling Magadba to include Vaisali and the
Licchavi country and keeping Wosala well with-
in "-ho%_ndsl. It was during their rule that
Rajagriha was fortified and the capital changed
to Vaisali, It was a successor of Ajatasatru hy
name Udayarw who enlarged his predecessor’s
fort of Patalipura into the great capital of
Mné‘adha. The fall of this great dynasty was,
however, at hand and was probably brought about
by dissentions within and invasion from without.
The invasion of Chanda Pajjota* (Pradhyéta) of
Ujjain must bave weakened the state much and
a palace revolution did the rest. The Sai-
sunagas were overthvown and the Nandas came
to power. The ill-gotten power lasted for two

generations only, and the Nandas, in turn,

® (1) This is the Father of Vasavadatta, Queen of
Udaysna of TKosambhi. It was this King who is
described in the Brihat Katha, as Chanda Mahasena.
That the two refer to the same Kingis clear From
P/iyadasika.
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were overthrown by Chandragupta Maurya as is
well known.

It is while this revolution in politics was gra-
dually working out in the middle kingdoms that
the western frontiers were thrown into confusion
by the advent of one of the world’s conquering
heroes. Starting from Macedonia, the young
champion of Hellenism, Alexander the Great,
marched eastwards combining with the waglike
sustiucts of the General the insatiable curiosity of
the explorer.” Meeting with feeble pesistance on
the way acrvoss the Empive of Persia, he marched
alofr the left banks of the WKophen (Cabul
river) and crossed the Indus somewhere above
Attock, with the friendly Lospitality of Omphes
of Taxila, whose jealousy towards his powerful
neighbour Porus threw him into the arms of
Alexander. 1t cost Alexander a greft elfort of
skall and daring hefore he could take the hill-fort
of the Mahaban. This done he marched down the
Peshawar plain to the banks of the Jhalum. Here
at last he met his match. Porus was after all
worsted ; but so far compelled Alexander's ad-
miration, as to get himself restored to his Kingdoif
somewhat extended, perhaps under the Vicerov
Philip. Alexander's further advance upon the
Kingdom was preventedby amutinwamongMagadl.a
his troops and he had to turn back but never to
return. Having been thus baulked in his attempt
to bring about Alexander’s intervention, Chandra-
gupta was able to levy troops in the Punjab
among the several war-like tribes, and brought
about the revolution which, thanks to the exertions
of the most astute diplomatist of the times
Chanakya (or Kautilya or Vishnugupta.) gave
him the Kingdom of Magadha. The accession of
this first Maurya is placed in the year B.C. 321
and provides us with the first reliable date in the
History of India. During the first decade of his
reign, he was able so far to organise hisaresources
that he wnas master of Hindustan up to the
frontiers, Porus was assassinated in the meanwhiz,

It was in 305 B.c. or a few years earlier that'one of
the most promising among Alexander's generals
who had made himself ruler of Asia after his
master’s death, attempted the conquest of the
East. This time the east outmatched the west.
Seleucus Nicator (the Victorious) had to agree to
a humilinting tveaty, giviog up to Chandragupta
Alexander's Bastern Viceroyalty under Philip
i.e., the country of Afghanistan.

Chandragupta’s Empire stretched after this
from the wountains running: pcross Afghanistan
to the Bay of Bengal, and from’ the Himalayas to
the Vindhyas. This vast emp’fre was organised on
the time-honoured basis of local autonomy
with the condition attached of providing con-
tingents to the Imperial army and acknow-
ledging supremacy, ns no other closer arrangement

could have been made on account of mere distance

alcne. The Empire might have lasted on, on this
hasiseif only the members of such a federated
Empire understood each other better and acted up
to the agreements entered into, or in the absence
thereof, consulted the common interests of all,
This perhaps was too much in advance of the
times to expect.

Chandraguptys successor Bindusara followed
in the wake of his predecessor and had considera-
bly added to the Empire. He entrusted the two
important frontiers to his two sons, the eldest
being viceroy of the North-west at Taxila while
the younger, but the more famous Asoka, was the
Viceroy at Vidisa (Bhilsa) of the Dhakshinapatha.

From Bindusara we pass on with pleasure to
his son Asoka, the Constantine of India, Asoka
was Viceroy of the then most difficult frontier
when his father died. Asoka had to nassert his
claim as against an elder brother the Viceroy of
Taxila and overthrew him at last. Having thus
got the throne, he began his reign in the manner
of both of his predecessors. His only aquisition
to the Empiye, however, is explicitly stated to be
Kalingath, the Mabanadi Melta ahd Orissa. The
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rest of the Dakshinapitha must have been con-
quered and brought under, while yet his father
was alive, Passing over the Buddhist delineation
of the character of Asoka almest as the evil prin-
ciple incarnate, we find him accepting Baddhism,
after his conquest of Kalingam, out of remorse
for the bloodshed, ou nceount of which he is said
to have given up Bralimanism in which he was
boru. The merciful doctrines he taught, the hos-
pitals he built both for man and animal, the
interest he took tosshd the Gospel of the Enlight-
ened far and wide; and the pains he bestowed
upon the collecting and consolidating of the
teaching of the Great One are matters of common
knowledge In spite of the great changes that
had come over, the adwinistration of the Empire
has been going on in the time-honoured method
with little change of principle except the personnels
This Empire now extended in the south into
Mysore and the southern frontier may be regarded
as about 12® N. Latitude.
of this vast empire and purticular places within,
he cut out his own instructions to his officials and
people on rocks and pillars. Besides, he had
erected innumerable stupas or topes to hold the
These are the

Along the frontiers

remains of the great Arhats.
material most reliable for his *history. His
missionary euterprise carvied the teachings of the
Buddha to at least as far as Syria, From his
own edicts we learn that he negotiated with five
kingdoms ulong the southern frontier and they
were, Chola, Pandya, Kerala, and Satiyaputra in
India and Ceylon close to it. At the western
most extremity of Asia and Enstern Europe his
influence prevailed. He entered into diplomatic
relntions with Antiochus of Syria, Ptolomy II of
Egypt, Magas of Cyrene, Antigonus Gonatas of
Macedonia and Alexander of Epirus. According
to Professor Muhafly, at any rate, Buddhist
monks preached in Palestine and Syria a couple
of centuries before Christ. He is said to have

sent 84,000 missionaries to different par*s of India

afid /lominions beyond. Among them, his brother
and sister (or son and daughter) he sent to Ceylon,
Huving done the best he could to further Buddhism
and ruling the vast empire in the most humane
spirit possible, he resigned the responsibilities of
this fleshly existence to weakling successors, as the
Fates would have it.

Asvka was followed by four successors and the
dynnsty came to an end by the accession to the
Zmpire of the Senapathi Pushyamitia, the founder
He is believed
to have assussinated the last Maurya Brihatvaths
ou the occasion of a review of the army. . Taers
appears to have been a loyalist in the person of
the miuister, the Maurya Sackiva * of the Mala-
vikagnimitra, which after all is better authority
for the period, as Kalidusa claims to base his facts
upon others*uccounts which might have been con-
temporary, as we have reason to infer. 'Fhis
usurpation was not unchallenged from outside.
Pushyamitra could hardly have secured his posi-
tion when he was threatened by two great ene-
mies from without—Menander (Milinda of Bud-
dhistic tradition) from across the North-Western
froutier and Karavella, the Kalingaraja from the
Having laid waste the country as far east
us even Saketw- (possibly that in Oudh) and be-
sieging Madhyamiks (near Chitor in Rajaputana)
Menander retired and no other European attempt-
ed the conquest of India from the land side ever
since; nor any at all up to the Jdays of Vasco-de-
It is a part of this army, according to
Vincent Smith, that was defeated by Prince
Vasumitra on the banks of the Sindhu between
Rajaputans und Central India and not the Indus,
This appears a needless limitation of authority

of the so-called Sunga dynasty.

south.

Gama.

for one who thought of celebrating a Rajasuya
and who bad his son Agnimitra Viceroy of Malwa.

* This according to the Drama was a brother-in-law
of the ‘ng at Vidarbha who d ds his rel of
Agnimitra. The commentary makes Maurya Bachiva
iTrpst a proper name.
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Pushyamitra got the upper hand of even the
pther enemy of Kalinga, which appears to have
kept at peace with the Empire since the congnest
of Asoka.

Pushyamitra's was the age of the Grammurian
Patanjnli and from his time there was revival of
Branmanism. There apperts to be no fonndation
in fact for regarding him as a persecutor.
Agoimitra, :vh.ile vet his father's Viceroy, had
gonquered Vidkarba, the modern Central Pro
vinces and pkiced it under two kings of the same
family subsidiary to himself.

» Brilliant ns Pushyamitra's achievements have
been, thev did 10t avail much to keep his dynasty
The Punjab and the North-
West frontier*were in a state of flux and there

long in power.

began moveweuts smong the great Mongol tribes
on the Chinese frontier. This pulaz#ing, move-
mgnt began to be felt on the banks of the
Tndus. A domestic revolution subverted the
dynasty of the Sungas after three generations
of the
Kanveyana family for less than half a century,
Thig in turn was overthrown by the Andhras,
South  Indian  dyihsty  of the
Dravidians, whose territory occupied the region

between Kalingam and the Krighna,

and th2re was a line of raler:

a purely

The overthrow of the Brahman Kanvas and
the accession of the Andhras in 27 B. ¢, mak
an epoch in Indian History,, 1t apens to our
view Indin south of the Vindhyas which hitherto
remained terra incognita, We shall have to
treat of Indian History hereafter
compartments viz., that of Hindustan up to the
Vindhyss;, thar of the Dekhan
Vindhyas and the

south of the river Krishna,

in three

between the
Krishna, and that of India

The age of the Sungas and the Kanvas was
to Hindustan the age of Sanskrit revival and
there appears to be some historical foundation
for the tradition which places a Vikramaditya at

the latter end of this age. Tt was at the sampe

The ebb
in the fortunes of the Kingdom of Asia under the

time an age of domestic revolution,

descendants of Selencus was felt in Uentral Asin
After
the successful invasion of the East, Antiochus the

and it was communicnted thenee to India.

Great, fared badly in the contest he had breught
on himself from the Romans. Under his immedi-
ate snccessors, two Kingdoms came into existence,
the Parthian under Arsakas and Bactria under
its own Greek Viceray. This Viceroy whose
independence had been recognised tried to extend
his ierritory eastwards and was himself over
thrown by a usnrper. This-latter carvied arms
up to and perhaps even beyond the Indns and had
been assassima‘ed by his son. Tt was his successor
Menander who invaded Pushyamitra's dominions
and had to draw back because of the movements
among the Sakas wha themeelves moved because
of the Yu-echi beyond ousting them. It is these
Sakag that marched into India and founded
Kingdoms in the Punjab and the lower Indus,
perhaps under the Parthian snzerainty of Mithri-
daties T. These Sakas appear to bave been finally
beaten back and gave their name to Sakastan
(Seistan.) In this enterprise perhaps a ruler of
Malva distinguished himself who was the patron
of Kalidasa sl bas been handed down to us by a
grateful people as the suviour of Indin. There
still were Sakas or Kshetrapas on the right bank
of the Indus and of these wa shall have to speak
in the section on the Dekhun,

The Sakas of “he Punjub were overthrown by a
branch of Yu-echi nbuut 50 A.D., and with the
first rulers of this dynasty this pavt of India came
in touch with Home on the one side and China
on the other.

Third in snecession in this dynasty of Gandhara
is Kanishkn, famous in Buddhist history and one
of the most powerful of Indian Emperors.
Doctors disagres regarding the actual date of
accession of Kanishka and his successors, but all

agree, as, to his greatness. He was more successful
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in an invasion of the neighbouring parts of
Chinese territory where his predecessor failed and
was able to"hald his own against the Parthians.
His fame, rests, however, upon his acceptance
of Buddhism and his successful nttempts to make
the * middle eountry ” of China arcept it. After a
successful reign when his frontiers extended to
Patalipara on the one sile and touched the
Parthian and Chinese Empires in the West and
North and the Sea in the South, Kanishka
died or was assrssinated by a discontented army
about the middle of the second century A.D.
Two or three of his successors continned to rule
from Pesbawar this Ewmpire which up to the
very last, appears to have included: the country
from Muttra on the East to Cabul in the West,
When the last of them Vasudeva passed away the
Empire broke up about the first quarter of the
third century.

To turn now to the Dekban. Among the
powers mentioned as under the empire of Asoka
we find the Andhras who appear to have been
then along the east coast. They develop gradually
expanding westwarls so as to occupy all the
Dekhan from sea to sea. In the decadence that
followed the death of Asoka, the Andhras appear-
ed to have had their own shure und these may
possibly bave helped Karavella of Kalinga when
he invaded Maghada in the middle of the second
century B.C. When the Kaunvas were over-
thrown the Andhras extend their power north-
wards and occupy Maghadha having had  their
flank protected by the hills and rivers, from the
During all the

transactions deseribed in the last section, the

Yavana invasions of Menander,

Andhra power in the interior was unaflected ;
and these had to be active only on the West
where the Kshetrapas or the Saka bSatraps of
the Parthians were pushing their arms southwards.
The Andhras have had t¢ counteract this and do
go by making Paitan an alternative capital to
Dhanakataka in the East,

The later rulers among these shewed them-
selves quite successful against these Sakas parti-
cularly Vilivayakura II* (the Baleoknros of
the Greeks). He is to beat off the
Kshetrapas from the Snuth where their power

ahle

went as far down as the Malaya country along

the coast. His son followed in the wake of
his futher and after twe more gensiations the
dynasty came to an end ahbout the same time
the' Kushana rule died ou% in tue north.

On the South-Eastern side of the Andhras
we see a hew power arising viz.,, that of the
Pullavas, regarded the same as Pahlava or
Parthiva (Parthian).

these come from places far north of Kanchi

The eavliest records of

which, later on, became the capital of the

Pallavas. The Pullavas have not yet come up
to be a political factor,

South of this region we find a number of
petty states and farther south still the three
kingdoms of Chola, Pandya and Kerala and
beyond‘ Ceylon, These powers appear to have
actively helped the Andhras, as each of these
states (at
claim having_defeated “ the Aryan forces”. A
with
his cunpital at modern Kranganore clalmns to
have heaten some princes ‘‘on the banks
of the Ganges." These three states had their
own local rivalries and as history opens upon
this pars of the courtry, the Cholas are in

least certain rulers among them,)

somewhat later Twmilian ruler of Kerula

the ascendant. This ascendaucy passes to the
Chera or Kerala ruler when we reach the end of
this period i.e., atout the end of second century
A.D. This peried, all known circumstances point to,
as the 2ra of great and Tamil literary activity in
the development of the local prakrits—and family
among the former Paisachi. It is in this language
and under the Andhrus that Gunidya composed

his Brihat Katha,

* (3) Called Gotamiputra Batakarni by some histo-

rians,
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unfortunate coincidence that the
century following is a century of blank in Indian
History in all the three regions into which we
have divided the country, When
mist lifts, the Pallavas are dominant in the
South: the Chalukyas occupy the Dekhan and
the Guptas are prominent in the North. Thus
there appear to have been a great interregrnum
in India, which may be accounted for somewhat
as follows. 'The great Arsakian Aynasty of
Parthia was inaking way hefore the Saseanian
Persians.

It is an

again the

The rise of this new power in Persia
put pressnre upnn the Sakas of Seistan, who
perhaps  moved eastwards to join their cousins
along the lower Tndus and Guzerat. This must
have thrown the whale western frontier in con-
this salient angle the Sakas,
among whom there might have heas.xome Par-
thians, pushed themselves eastward into Malva
into the Dekhan,  This pots
an enid to the Dekhan power, A similar in-
cursion into the TPunjab would overthrpw the
Kushana dynasty there,

fusion. Fram

and sonthward

When we come npon
the Guptas, we find them just at the .place
where, under the circumstances,‘we ought to
expect resistance to the advance of this aggres-
The next Dekhan Power
Chalukyn, in the south of the

dency, abont Bijapur,

sive power, is the
Bembay Presi-
Tt is also perhaps out of
this confusion there arises the * foreign Pallava ”
State in the Nellare District.

This sgaression provokes vesistance and the
organiser of the general resistance rises up. ont
of the strnggle. With respect. to South India,
the Chera ascendancy is questioned by the nnitefl
Chola and Pandya and these wear ont each other.
This leads to the break-up of one empire into a
number of petty prineipalities, which fall an AnRy
prey to the vising Pallavas.

When the light of day breaks in npon the
theatre of onr history at the beginning of the
fourth century ‘A.D., there is a wedge of thy

Sakas driven in between the Dekhan and
Hindustan. These Sakas known in this region
the Kshetrapas had already overthrown the
Andhras of the Dekhan and were in secure
accupation of the land of Vikramaditya.—Malva
with its capital Ujjain. These have bheen conti-
nnally here from the beginning of the Christian
era and getting eventually the hetter of the
Andheas, they had become a great Power under
One
of the vecords bearing upon the history of this

the greatest of their rulers Rudradaman.

ruler's reign throws a rorious light upon the
times,  Armies passed and reprssed and dynasties
rese and fell but the peaceful pursuits of the
agriculturisteand the artisan went on undis-
tarbed.  The grant has raference to the repairing
of a tank by name Sadarsana constructed in the
seign of Asoka but damaged owing to a breach.
This whas repaived nnder Rudradaman and adequate
provision made for its up-keep in the manner
nsual in the country, foreigner as he was in
that region. But for this sensible continuity
of administrative polisy, the evil consequences
of the rapid snccession of invasions would have
been immensely more detrimental to the country,

It was in the region set over against Malva
that the nex® great Indian Power comes into
heing. A errtain officer possibly of the Andhras
by name. or title, Gupta, had a petty province in
and ahont Kosambi south-west of Allababad,
It was the
grandson Chandragupta who became the founder

His son passed away unneticed also,

of a dynasty whose period of rule was certainly
a gollen age in Indian history. Chandragupta
married a Liechavi Princess of Vaisali, which
gave him such inflnence and what s more,
such powerful aid, that he was able easily to
make himself the ruler of what was ancient
Magadha, He not beat back the
of Kshetrapa aggression in
Central Tndia, bnt also uprooted the power of

these Sﬂ.k; tilers. Having made himself so far

only

advancing  tide
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sunccessful, he founded an era in 319 A.D. known
as the Gupta era.
was devoted to securing what under the Mauryas
was Maghadha,

Chandragupta’s long reign

Huving been happily success-
ful in this, he had also the discernment to join
with him in this work of empire-building his
eldest son Samudragupta, the Napoleon of India.

Samudragupta well deserves the comparison.
He was a great conqueror not only but also a
capable administrator ; and both the father and
son were skilled in the fine arts. Samudragupta
which  scholars

is described as a rapakrit

interpret as a dramatist. The word ordinarily
means a sculptor. He seems to have early con-
ceived the idea of uniting the whole of India
into one Empire and this idea he began to put
into practice with all the nucompromising zesl
begotten of confidence in his capacity.
in the East Kamarupa (Assam),
Davaka Samatata (the Delta)

independent allies upen his eastern frontier, he

Leaving
extreme
(middle) and

conquered the whole of Hindustan excepting the
Punjab, bis father Chandragupta carried his
This doue he
started on a career of conquest to the South,
Starting from Patua, he passed rapidly through
the Mabanadi valley down “the
coming up to Kanchi in the South

conquests up to the Arabian Sea.

enst  coash
where the
Pallavas had already made themselves secure,
Taking a turn to the Ncrth-West, he passed
through the Maharashtra country and Khandesh
From the eleven
Kingdoms he passed through, he exacted alla-
giance but otherwise left them autonomous, He

and entered his territory again,

then entered into satisfactory political engage-
ments with the autonomous tribes of the Punjab,
Rajputana and Malva; and with Nepal and the
tribes along its borders. Not content with this,
he entered intn diplomatic relations with the
Kushana rulers of the Ghandhara and Kabul not
only, but also with the chief Kushana ruler on
the Oxus, [n the south he received p mission

from Meghavarna of Ceylon who
permission to  build a

at  Gaya.

requested
Buddhistic monnstery
Having achieved sc

got his exploits set in the best Sanskrit verse

much, he

and inscribed it upon an Ascka pillar now at
Allahabad.
gupta
succeeded by his son Chandrngupta Vikramaditya
who through an equally long reign with his
father and grandfather preserved the grand

What was mere vanity in Samudra-

is comfort to the historian. He was

fabric of Empire handed down to Lim and made
his reign so glorious that scholars now find it the
most suitable to aseribe to the traditional Vikra:
maditya, With the Guptas, Brahmanism and
Sanskrit literature take a fresh start thongh
Buddhism was not. persecuted as sifeh,

If the ambassadors of the Teylonese king are
to be trueesd Buddhism seems to have
decayed considerably.
the Chinese pilgrim Fa Hian visited the country
and passed across the whola of Hindustan from
Tazila to the months of the Ganges, His
observations are all the more valuable, as they
vere those of a man who notes them only by
the way. If*' Fa Hian is to be believed Buddh-
snech a  bad The whole
administration was very creditable and criminal

already
Somewhat Jater, howeprer

ism was not in way,
law was mild, capital punishments having been
few. "There appears to have been nothing harass-
ing in the Government. People enjoyed a large
measure of freedlom and considerable wealth.
Private benefactions wers large nnd the whole
country wore a look of great prosperity. The
roads were well looked after and kept clear of
maranders ; and through all his long jonrney, Fa
Hian was not subjected to any molestation what-
ever, Buddhist though he was. The Guptas
were Vaishnavas but like Tndian monarchs their
henefactions were distributed alike among all reli-
gions in the country. Tolerance may be a virtue
or a weakness : but the most powerful Hindu

dyrasty was tolerant, in the highest degree. Fa
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Hian spent s number of years in learning Sanskrit
and was rewarded by gaining valuable Buddhist
works in that language,

In the veign of Chandragupta Vikvamaditya
that great scourge of the world the Huns broke
in upon the Gupta Empire as they did upon the
Roman  Empire.  Skandagupta  his grandson
repaired the wischief done to the Empirve in the
reign of his father Kumaragupta 1 not only, but
w50 beat back the Huns,

.0, .
these made him full back, s it werve, ard the Huns

But a later invasion o

under Toramana established themselves in Malva,
atid "the country
overthrown the Swka rvulers of Gandhara by the
way.

in tho North-West, having

It was as « vesult of this mishap to the
Empire that Guzernt separated under Senapathi
Bhattaraka whe founded the Vallabhi Jdynasty
which Insted on till they were overthrawn by
thed Molhomedan. 770 A.D.
Although ivided, the ruler of Malva Yaso-
dharman and the Emperor Baladitya, now con-
fined to Magadha, both defeated
the ferdish son of Toramana,

invasions ahout

Mihitagala,
Mihiragula was
taken prisoner but was restored by the riagnani-
mity of Baladitya and livedt to hand down his
name to posterity, as an infamous tyrant of
Kashmir, & despoiler of temples Ad monasteries
who cultivated cruelty almost as a fine art. With
the continued incursions of these Huns the Gupta
Ewmpire comes to an end., Before ringing the
Gupta Empire out it is but doing justice to a
great dynasty of Emperors who not only built
an empire but tock great pains to administer it
upon the most enlightened principles, despotic as
their anthority was, to quote a small passage from
Fa Hinn rvegarding free hospitals, which were due
perhaps to the influence of that humane pre-
decessor of the Guptns, Asgka  These hospitals
were endowed Ly benevolent and educated citizens,
* Hither

suffering frow ull kinds of Infrmities,

come nll poor or helpless patients

They are

well taken care of and a doctor attends them
food und medicine being supplied according to
their wants, Thus they are made quite com-
fortable and when they ave well they may go
The

overthrow of the Guptas brings Indian History to

away.”  CUomment would be superfluouns.
almost the end of the sixth century A. D.

Turning tc the Dekhan during the period, the
disintegration that came npon it in consequence
of the suzcessful wavs of the Malva Kshetrapas
was  broken
When
his great invasion of
this regioh it was composed of eleven kingdoms,
Even then the western half re-
mained a little more compact having been divided

continued, and the whole region
up into a number of petty prinecipalities.
Samudragupta undertook

possibly more.

betiween Daivarashtra and Erandapalla correspond-
§1g regpectively to the modern Mabarashtra and
Kandesh. It is from the former that the first
powerful dynasty works its way up. During the
period of the later Guptas when they were enga-
ged in thut death grapple with the Huns, the
Chalukyas gradually occupied the territory of
their northern neighbour and pushed down the
Krishna to oceupy the country since known as
Here they come into touch with the
Palluvus with whom they have had to maintain
perpetual war along the borders.

Vengi.

The farther south was also getting consolidated
under the new rulers, the Pallavas of Kanchi.
When Samudragupta came to the south Vishnu-
gopa was the ruler of Kanchi. His successors at
Kanchi gradually annexed other Pallava States
in the neighbourhood, and expanded southwards,
adding the smaller states between the dominions
under Kanchi_and the Chola and Kerala kingdoms,
Along the banks of the Krishna then these rising
Pallavas had to keep vigilant, as against the
Chalukyss. The rise of the Pallavas marks the
vise of Brahmanism in the south and these
Pallavas werg great temple builders and patrons
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of Tamil liternture, some of the eavliest of the
rock-cut temples dedicated to Siva and Vishou
belonging to this period.

When we emerge out, of this formative period
when states reform in India, the whole country
fulls into three well-mavked divisions viz., the
Empire of Hindustan unler the supremacy of
Thanesvara, the Dekhan under the Chalukyas; and
the farther south under the Pallavas, These shall
be taken in this ovder, as it wus during this
period that there were a few Chinese pilgrims,
chief among whom was Hieun Thsang. Not
only this; we have also more of indigenous his-
torical material to hand ; to mention only a few,
Bana’s Harshacharitra, insct-iptiou.; of ull the
three, Nandikkalambakam, the Prabundhas of the
Vaishnavas, the works of the Saivite Adiyars,
&e.

It would preserve chronological continuity to
begin with South [ndia first. The Pallava power
from the northern frontier of this region proved
a bulwark against the advancing Clhalukya power.
About 500 A.D. while the Gupte Emperors were
engaged in fighting the Huns, the Pallavas had
become the chief southern power; while the
Dekhan also had been united under Kirtivarman
and his brother Mangulisa, Whdn Mahendra
Pallava’s death leaves the Pallava dominions to
his son Narasimbavarmarn, one of the greatest
among the dyoasty, the Chalukya
simultaneously passes to the greatest among
them Pulikesin 1L, of these
princes to power took place about the same
time that a certain combination of circumstances
brought about the accession of Harshavardhana
Siladitya of Thanesvar, later on of Kanouj. We
must now turn to this ruler,

Out of the confusion enused by the incursions
of Mihiragula, the Hun king of Sagala (the
capital of Ancient Madra Desa), there arose, in
the line of march of the enemy and in the far-
famed region of battles where more than once

Power

The accession

the fate of India wos to be decided, a Chieftair
by name Prabhakavavardhasa, who was connected
by mavving with the imperial Guptas.  Piabhae
kira beat imek the Huns throngh his two valinnt
vons the elder Rajyavurdbana and the younger, »
Lad of fifteen, Havshavardbana, The latter eom-
manding the rear, while kis brother nuached
ahend, wus still in the region below the mountains
ou his way, when he heard his father bad taken ill
anrlk veturned, The eldar soon followed having
crushed the enemy and placed the: frontior in g
condition of safety. Prabhakarw died nud was sue-
ceeded by hix eldestson, who heard of a mizfomune
that befell his only sister Rajya<ri marvied to
Grahavarman of Magadha. The latter had been
killed by the ruler of Malva and” Rajyasvi had
been thrown into prison. Rajyrvardhane marched
upon Malwwaud baving defeated the king of that
country, was on the march homeward wheg he
was entrapped by Sussanka of Bengal. Rajya-
vardhana  was  assassinated by  Sassauka and
Rajyawi had to escupe to the Vindhyan forests
to save herself. Hurshuvardhana seems to have
deen unwillivg to accept the respousibility of rule
which he bad to do all the same,

His first task was to go in search of, and find
the whereabouts of, his sister which he soou did
He then turned
This
done, he set to himself the task of rebuilding the

and just saved Ler from death,
to Sussanka and reduced him to subjection,
Empire, as it was under the Guptas.  Throughout
a comparntively long reigu he was constuntly en-
geged in war for about thirty years and brought
the whole of Hindustan under his sway, his
duthority having been acknowledged by the
Brahminical - rulers of Kamarupa (Assam) and
the Saivite ruler of Bengal on the one
side to the far off Vallabhi and Kushmir at
the other extremity. [In one direction his arms
were set s limit and so his achievement fell far
short of his ambition which wus probably that of
Samudragupta. Harsha undertook an invasion
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of the Dekhan, but the Vindhyan passes were so
well guzrded by Pulikesin of the Dekhan that
Huarsha was actually defeated, Like many another
greaf man he rvecognised the limitation to his own
capreity and acquieseed in this defeat, as he never
agnin made uny other attempt on this side. Thus
having reconstructed nu Empire of Hindustan, he
tarned his lt.tt-)ubluu to mnintaining this empire.
It was -humw the luter part of hie reign that
Hieun Thsang, the great master of the Law from
He found the administ-
mtion of the Bmpire ns satisfactory as. his prede-

China travelled in India.

» tagsum of o couple of centuries ago, except the land
and water ways were nct as secure as in the age
of the Guptus. The Emperor was constantly on

the move and his camp was almost & moving eity.

Criminal justice appears to have been prompt but
somewhat severer than in the previous age. There
havg been a regular system of official records
although none of these have ever come down to
us, Hnmsha, a great scholur and poet himself,
gave a stimulus to learning, and according to the
Chinese scholar education appears to have been
widespread. In his court, and pnder his direct
patronage, muny poets fourished, s much so that
his name runks among typicnl patrons of letters,
By nature or education, he appears, to us to have
been extremely tolerant.* His was an eclecti-
cism much like that of Akbar but latterly and
through the influence of Hieun Thsang, he leant
more and more to the Mahayana school of
Buddhism. The great Buddhist festival he
celebrated at Kanouj and the toleration feast he
held at Allahabad shew that he entertained very
broad and enlightened views
Although he had to carry on wars incessantly

upon religion.

for thirty years, he seems to have been led into
war out of sheer necessity rather than of a taste
for it. The stories regarding his acts of persecu-

sion have to be considerably discounted. When

* (4) This is the age and Benarew the place where
Sankaracharya is believed to have written his Bhashyam,

he passed away in 648 AT, he does not appear
to have left & proper successor. A minister of
his Avjuna usurped the Empire anud the usurpa-
tion proved a failure through the intercession of
a Chinese ambnssador. Harsha sent a Bruhman
as ambassador to China.  When this ambassador
returned, Chiva sent a return embassy under
Waog-Hiuen-t'se, Whan this latler arrived the
usurpation had taken place. The usurper ill-
treated the ambassador whe fled to Tibet for
prolection.  Returning with Tibetarn help, he
overthrew the usarper and thus came to an end
the last Hindu Empire, of Hirdustan,
the centuries following 700 A.D.
Mahamadun &onquest, there never was built up

another Empire and the

During
up to the

want of a central power
accounts for the conquest of India by the
Muhamadans with comparative ease,

" At about the same time also came to an end
the great Pallava Power in South India.
administering the check to Harsha, Pulikesin
had to' grapple with the Pallava Narasimbavar-
man, the builder of the cave-temples at Mamalla-
puram, the seven pagodas. One of the Pallava
generals marched up to the capital of the Chalu-
kyas at Badami and destroyed it so completely
that there wasa® interregnum of thirteen years
after Pulikesin. often
carried the war into the Pallava territory the

Bince

His suecessors, however,

northern [rontier having been undisturbed. It
was to maintain peace on this Pallava frontier
that Pulikesin organised a separate Viceroyalty
at Vengi under his brother who in his turn
became the founder of a dynasty,

A sad calamity overtook the Chalukyas about
the Intter hulf of the Seventh century A.D. This
was the overthrow of their dynasty and the
usurpation of the Chalukya Empire by the
Raghtrakutas, with their capital further and there-
fore safer, from the Pallavas. This gave the Pal-
lavas a little respite; but after the temporary
occupation of Xanchi by the Rashtrakuta Vaira.
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megha, the Pallava Empire breaks up into smaller
states from out of which ix eveutually to rise the
great Chola Empire,

Amidst all thix ceascless flux of the political
constitutad  Tndin

units that through all these

ages that 1 took you through there stands out
onn fact, viz.. that whenever great empires were in
existence such ax the Maurya or Gupta or even
that of Harsha, Indix enjoyed not only interual
teanquillity nud the blessings of u good administra-
tion but also secyrity on  the frontiers. When-
ever this imperi:;l unity was wanting, it follows
as unmistakeably that the anarchical elements in-
side asserted themselves. Thix state sf division
invited an invader and he was rendily forthcoming
s that if thero is one fenture which can be said
to be the dominant feature of the history of India
during the millenium ending 700 A.D., we might
state that feature to be an uttempt at buflding a
permanent Empire. In spite of all these distugbances
there still has been a good mensure of peare and
plenty in tho country and what follows as & neces-
sary consequence thereof considerable success, in
mzking life not only tolerable but comfortable.
Our literary and artistic achievements ave things
we may well be prond of ; and  this hax been due
eutirely to a broader outlook ihte the future in

our ancestors than some of us maderns can boast
of.

It is only to be regretted that our ancestors did
not discover a method of reconciling the opposing
principles of loeal autonomy with imperisl unity
and this would account for all the ills that fol-
lowed.

I might well close this paper with a word of
explanation »s to what my object was. It has
been nothing wmore than %o indicate, ax far ys
1 could in a lecture that Indian History, i.e., the
History of Hindu India with which alone [ am
concerrred here, bas n unity of its own if «on)y
the material availuble be used constructively. This
unity will become the clearer if wa could but bring
upon a single canvas all the aviilable informa-
tion to picture to us the history of the people
vather thac of their rulems. This
impossible without the former and this has alone
been attempted sbove. It is every day hecoming
more and more possible thanks to the exertions
of origntalists, to write such a history whoever

latter is

is the happy historian fortunate enough to
achieve it. My object has only been to indicats
the outhnessiere and if [ have succeeded only in
stimulating others to take up the work, I shall
consider myse]f amply rewarvded for all the pain:
I bextowed upon this subject.
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