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NOTE.

— 0

Horoscopy as it exists today, 1s pre-eminently a
product of ancient Hinda civilisation and culture, There
was a time when educated Indians wers disposed to treat
with contempt and contumely their ancten’ heritage 1n
arts and letters.  Fortunately for our Mother country
those days are cone and now we are  passing through an
epoch of Tndian Renaissance when every scholar worth
the name is engaged in the highly interesting and greatly
beneficial task of digging out treasures from the inexha-
astible mine of ancient Hindu lore. Pat the one great
obstacle Lo the popularisaiion of our ancient culture,
which is steadily being resuscitated by lndian and fore-
ign scholare, is that almost all the master pieces are in
Sanskrit a knowledge of which today is not very common.
The study of Sanskrit is useful in many waye, bat the
average man cannot be expected to have a working know-
ledge of it, and hence the necessity for translating those
monumental works into the vernacaulars and preparing
introduotions to them. It is only by this means that
our ancient culture can be brought to the door of the
00Ommon man.

By preparing his excellent monograph on Horoscopy,
Dr. S. Parameswaran Pillay has rendered a great service
to all those who are desirous of knowing their future. In
\other words he has tried to make the abstruse and highly
difficult study of Horoscopy exceedingly popular.

There is a tendenoy in certain gnarters to discredit
Horoscopy by emphasising its propeunsities for breeding
fatalism. Horoscopy, while hel ping us to know what is in



store for us, does not say that we cannot alter our ey
tiny, By being fore warned we will e able to congider-

ably mitigate the ditiicalties and dangrers which  heset
the path of haman life.  This is indeed the real sorvice
which Horogcopy renders to huimanity.

The more one studies scientifically this subject the
more one will be struck by the Divine wisdom of its
founders. Apart from the fact that it enables one to
know one’s future, it is an eminently intercsting stady.
Hiven in Burope there are well known Savants who de-
vote themselves to the study of Horoscopy. 1t tells us
how plancts situated Billions of miles away from the
earth we inhabit shape and iofluence human life and
oconduct. How the scholars of ancient India located these
planets and observed their movements without the aid o
the highly delicate instraments of today 1s indeed a
“wonder for wise men’’; besides it points to the heights of
scholership to which the creative genius of ancient India
coared in its search for knowledge and truth.

Dr. Paramsswaran Pillai’s book is a well written
ITntroduction to this wonderful studv of the icfluence of
planets and stars on human life, and even those who do
not fully believe in Horoscopy ought to read it for the
phenominal interest of the subject 1tself,

Benares,
Hindu Uriversity, Prof. K. P. Pillai B. A, (Oxon).

12th, March 1929,
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