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Introduction,

—— O; ! —

. . .

I have great pleasure in introducing “Deva-
dattha Kavya” to the reading public of Kerala.
To the readers of the “Kavana Kaumudi” in
which this poem first made its appearance 1n small
parts, 1 know it hasalready become familiar, but
even among them, [ may assure, few have hitherto
had the pleasure of reading it from beginning to
end without any interruption. By them, there-
fore, as well as by the general public, it is earnestly
hoped, this addition to our literature will be rece-
ived with the hearty welcome which it deserves,

The author of this poem, M. R. Ry. Sanka-
renkotha Krishnan Kartha Avergal is too well
known among the Kerala men cof letters or at least
among the younger generation of them, to need
any introduction from me. Several smaller poems
and a number of solitary verses from the pen of
this rising poet occasionally published in some of
the journals, have given usa glimpse of his po-
wers, and created in us some expectation of a lon.
ger poem. This “DevadatthaKavya,” Tam glad
to state, does full justice to that expectation,

This poem is a short one consisting of
eighteen very short chaptersc The story narrated
in it is simple. Devadattha after whom the poem
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is named is the youngest son of a very virtuous
Brahmin who disinherits and banishes him out_cf
his house as a punishment for his rudeness to
a guest of his. Full of repentance, Devadattha
goes toa forest, performs severe penances and
pleases god Siva who appears before him and
promises him great happiness in his life and sa]va-
tion after it. Highly pleased with this he goes to
Pataliputhra and begins his education under a
celebrated pundit there, but the pundit’'s wife
conceiving an illicit passion for him and making
him secret overtures, he stoutly refusesher requests
and leaves the place for Prathistanugara. There
he completes his education under another pundit.
As he lives there his handsome features attract
the notice of the king’s daughter who eventually
falls in love with him. This he returns but the great
difference between the status of the lovers stands
in their way and they silently suffer the pangs of
love for atime. Fortunately an Angel comes to
thair aid. He disguises Devadatha asa beautiful
voung lady and gets Lim admission into the zena-
ra of the king There he becomes the constant
vompanion of the princess: She discovers her
iover in-her companion and they marry according
1o the Gandharva rites, They live together happi-
Iy till the princess is fairly on her wav towards
motherhood, This endangers her honeur but
again the Ange! comes to her aid. He manages the
affairr  so skilfully that the king is compelled to
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marry his daughter publicly to Devadattha. Their
union is rewarded with a son who inherits the
kingdom of his maternal grandfather, Devada-
tha and his wife spend their old age in devotion
to god and attain salvation in the end.

So much for the story. The way in which
the story has been elaborated into the poem makes
it a little difficult to determine the class into
which it should be put, A little wanting in serious.
ness both in substance and in style, it can scarcely
be called, what some people seem to call it, a Ma-
hakavya; although it must be admitted that it is not
entirely without some characteristics of that class
of poems. It will, consequently, be a little too severe
to judge the merits of the poem according to the
high standard of a Mahakavya. I would rather
include itin aless pretentious class of poems and
regard it as a Khandakavya of which the sanskrit
poems of the Kotiviraha and the Vitavibhavari may
be taken as the best examples.

I am not, however, going to say anything
about the artistic skill displayed by the anthor
in the compositon of the poem, lest it should, in
some way or other, prejudice the reader; but this
much 1 crave his permission to express that he
‘will never deem the time misspent that he may
devote to a reading of it. A supersensitive critic
may discover a drawback here or a defect there,
but these -ll, let us hope, never detract from the
merits of the poem any more than the dark spot
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in the moon does so from her exquisite splendour.

Hoping that this poem will not fail to en-
tertain its readers, I beg to introduce it to the
public of Kerala.

Chalapuram
K. C. Veerarayan Raju B. A

11 MARCH 1914
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