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I have observed with no small gratifi-
cation that the Recitation Series in Mala-
yalam and the series of Selections in Ma-
layalam Poetry brought out uuder my
editorship for the use of children and
young people in Kerala have been accord-
ed a hearty reception by the public in
general and adopted for use in schools by
the Text Book Committees of Travancore,
Cochin and the Madras Presidency.

Soon after the above mentioned series
were published several distinguished edu-
cationists and literary men and also jour-
nals like the Malayala Manorama expres-
sed a desire that I should edit a similar
series of books in Malayalam Prose.

The des1rab111ty of such a series ap-
pealed also to me and I soon set to work
so as to make the series as great a success
as its predecessors. = But owing to the in-
evitable infirmities, the con-commitants of
ad vancing years, I have not hitherto been
able to publish many volumes of the series.
The fifth volume of the series is now
placed before the enlightened public.



ii

The volumes of the present series will
consist of adaptations in Malayalam prose
of well-written stories in English calcu-
lated to appeal to the minds of young
people in general. It is my hope that if
the rising generation of Keralabenurtured
on such literature as this series represents,
there would bz in the near future a decid-
ed improvement in the standard of prose
literature among writers of Malayalam.

The volumes of this series ‘will be
found eminently fitted to be prescribed
either as regular text-books or as Supple-
mentary Readers in Elementary and Se-
condary schools. I would accordingly in-
vite the attention of the Text Book Com-
mittees of Travancore, Cochin and the
Madras Presidency to this series of stories
in Malayalam prose which I have tried my
level bast to make as great a success as
the other series that I have edited.

TRIVANDRUM, _
28th September, 1912.} Kerala Varma.
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