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Preface to the Fourt Edjtion.

MANY are the changes that are now made in the classification and
organisation of schools and in the curricula of studies and methods
of teaching.  With a view to evoke the mental powers and develop
them on scientific principles, improved methods of teaching the
several subjects are now insisted upon.  The teachers that have
grown gray in the service find it very hard to adapt themselves to
the new environments and requirements. In 1898, when the first
edition of this work was published, the teachers, who had been
accustomed to teach the “Catechism of Malayalam Grammar”, looked
upon it as an unwelcome intruder; for they thought that the teach-
ing of grammar consisted in making the pupils parrot a number of
rules.  But many found the method of the Balavyikaranam useful
and practical, gave up their idol and set up the new-comer in its
place. It has now become a favourite of the pupils, as is evidenced
by the demand for this fourth edition.

As it is desirable that the pupils of the Elementary Schools
should have some rudimentary knowledge of the grammar of their
own mother-tongue, and as grammar in its scientific aspect has a
disciplinary value, the Balavyikarapam has been revised and very
much enlarged, to realise the above objects of grammatical study.
In order that the pupils may early take interest in Malayalam poetry,
the only form of literature which they may in after life cultivate,
passages containing pithy sayings, moral precepts, religious traths
of non-sectarian nature have been culled from the best authors and
set for exercises on the rules taught. These passages in the hands
of skilful teachers will serve as texts for moral lessons. They may
iso be given to the pupils for exercises in composition.
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As under the new requirements all teaching must have a practi-
cal bearing and as the end and aim of grammatical study is to im-
prove composition, the pupils are asked to write a few sentences
about very familiar objects, events or occurrences.  If the teacher
talks to them on these subjects and make them give out their answers
in full sentences and afterwards leads them to arrange their thoughts
according to o definite plan, he will be able to teach them systema-
tic composition vhich in this case need not exceed a paragraph.

An object lasson is introduced to illustrate the properties of
matter, and thi; may serve as a model for similar lessons. It is
desirable that eich elementary school should have a pair of scales
and weights, a St of dry measures, 2 measuring tape, a yard, a foot-
rule, a few tunplers, an empty box, and a sphere, and the pupils
may be usefully employed for a quarter of an hour or so in weigh-
ing, measuring and so on, and keeping a record of these things in
their note-books,

The inductive method has been followed in writing out this
work. Ouly the general principles have been given, and not a single
exc.eption has been stated. Orthography, rules of euphonic combi-
nations, derivatives, and compounds have not been explained in this
book. The students, who are desirous of mastering these subjects,
will find ample information in the Vyakaranamitram. The Bala-
vyakaranam may be used in the Third and Fourth Standards, the
First, Second and Third Forms of Secondary Schools.

All suggestions for the improvement of the book will be thank-
fully received.
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