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INTRODUGTION.

—

For obvious reasons, I gladly comply with the
request made to me by Mr. K. P. Karuppan to introduce
his Bdld-EKalésam to the public. This work has securcd
the first prize, instituted by Rao Sahib T- Namperumal
Chetty Avl., for the best drama suitable to be staged at
the Shashtyabdapoorthi, the completion of the sixtieth
year, of H. H. Sir Rama Varma, G.C.S.1,, G.C. L. E,,
the Raja of Cochin. The competitors had only a shoré
notice; and, no doubt, Bdli Kalésam is not wholly free
from the blemishes of haste; but, taking it all in all, alike
in conception and execution, it is a composition worthy
of the poet and of the occasion-

Mr. Karuppanis a Valan, a boatman by caste—
a fact he is happily not ashamed of. Dut, if you expect
to see in him an illiterate man tanned by the Indian sun,
with a dirty bit of cloth round his head, armed with a
paddle and seated atthe helm of a country duglout, you
will be agreeably disappointed: Heisa fair young man,
and dresses as decently as the reader himself- He is a
good Sanskrit scholar and a poet of no mean order, and
he deservedly occupies to-day the proud position of the
Sanskrit Pundit of the local Caste Girls’ School. I should
not be understood to have decried the calling of Mr. Ka-
ruppan’s castemen. Certainly not. For theirs is 4s honour-
able, useful, and exciting a profession as that of any other
community. But I only wanted to suggest that, under the
benign and cosmopolitan rule of H- I+ Stk Rama Varua,
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it has become possible for a ‘low-caste’ Vidlan to be the
accredited Samskrit preceptor of ‘high-caste’ girls.

A due appreciation or even cnumeration of the
achievements of these 17 years of Ilis Highness’ reiga
is not practicable, however desirable it may be at this
mowment, That we must leave to Posterity. However, I
cannot but refer to the survey and settlement operations,
the coming in of the train and the Town Council, the
stimulus given to trade and industries, the wide diffusion
of knowledge amongst the people, the promotion of
sanitation and medical relief, the improvement effected
in the purity and efficiency of the administration, and,
above all, the attempt to weld the warring ideas of
different castes and creeds into aharmonious whole. By
a few happy strokes, Mr- Karuppan has lightly touched
on almost all these points. Nay more; he has even fore-
shadowed a few of the blessings which it is His High-
ness’ desire yet to confer on His Subjects. But, Mr.
Karuppan, true to the law that action and reaction are
equal and opposite, and in his enthusiasm to do away
with a custom which, according to him, is meaningless,
is not prepared to halt and mark time, or to ‘make one
more wreath for use and wont’. This attitude on the
one hand and that of Thuppan Namboori on the other
give us a distant hint of the difficulties that beset a
conscientious ruler. And we cannot but admire the
fortitude of a ruler who, in spite of the blind hysterics
of conflicting parties, still works quietly for reasoned
progress and the greater harmony that is to be.

A recapitulation, however superfical, of even
the main incidents of the history of Cochin for the pasé
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17 years would be incomplete if we left out ol account
that personal equation in His Highness™ chavaeter which
has not only left its mark deep on the admiuistration
of the State, but has also evoked from its people an ex—
traordinary manifestation of affectionate regard for the
person of their Raja, of profound reverence for Him as a
Scholar, and of loyal devotion to Him as their Ruler- Not
only His Highness’ subjects of whom many have felt tha
fascination of personal contact, but other peoples, from
snow-capped Badari to the wave~washed Kanyi Komiri;
are paying willing tributes to the worth and work of a ruler
who spares neither time nor pains to make His country
great and His people happy. What shall a ruler desira
more than this? Not the enforced worship wrung from
the grinding necessities of a reluctant people, but the
spontaneous outburst of genuine gratitude and veneration
from self-respecting and thoughtful citizens. And while
memorials reared by buman hand may fade before the
decaying touch of Time, the name of Stz RamaVarma, con—
secrated by a thousand recollections, shall be ‘an echo and,
a light unto eternity’

Kumardlayam, )
Ernakulam;

2nd. Dhanu 1US8. } T. K. Krishna Menon.
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