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Preface.
5 ‘—1‘2\_‘-0 =

ji[ his treatise is in substance the paper on

Kunchan Nambiar which I read under the
auspices of the Government Lecture Committee. I
would fainjhave allowed it to perish with its delivery
there had it not been for the guarrentee afforded by a
few friends that it deserved to survive the function in the
Town Hall and if printed it would serve as a general
Introduction to Nambiar’s works. A few slight additions
which could not be conveniently attempted in the essay,
considering the claims of time, have been made to it, in
publishing it in the present shape. But even here T am
sorry I was not able to examine some of the new theories
such for example as point to Kidangoor as the birth-
place of Nambiar and:to a certain Nambudiri Brahmin
as hiv father, chiefly owing to the lack of reliable infor-
mation. Yet the reader will note that I have not seru-
pled to draw too freely upon uncorroborated tradi-
tionary accounts. Conscious as I am that the existence
or even the prevalence of a tradition is no voucher for
its truth, I thought, I was warranted, seeing that the
very traditions are becoming rare and difficult to have,
in getting together as many of them as I could. In the
light of further researches or by abler hands they may
he either confirmed or knocked on the head. I myself
hope to do something more in the next edition of this
beok, if such a thing be ever called forth,



ii

The critical portion of the book, I fear, will fail to
win the approbation of the professional reviewers and
journalistic knights-errant, our arch-benefactors, who,
though always striving and vying with each other, by
the congenial exercise of frothy vituperation, to bring
dawn to this benighted land of ours-—benighted as mir-
rored in their benighted brains—do me occasionally the
service of amusing me by their fits of critical headache
brought on by ineradicable envy. The indulgent reader
will find, that in spite of all the ecritical ploughing-up of
our literary field one of the chief features, if not the
chief feature of Nambiar, our people’s poet—I mean his
satirical aspect-had not hitherto been brought to pro-
minence. In this as well as a few other points, if the
student of literature concedes that I may legitimately
put forth a modest claim for orginality I think I shall
be sufficiently rewarded.

Little remains to be added in this prefatory notice
except to thank the Lecture Committee for having kind-
ly sanctioned the essay.

H. H. The Maharajal’s College,
13th Nov. 1906.
P. K. Narayana Pillai.
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