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FOREWORD
ByiMahakavi, Rac Sahib, -Sahityabhushana
Ullur S, Paramesvara Aiyar, M. A,, B. L.

It affords me very great pleasure indeed to write this
foreword to ‘Kovalan and Kannak’, translated into Mala.
yalam by Mr. C, S. Subrahmanyan Poti, M., A,, from the
English work of that name by Mr. A, S. Panchapagesa
Aiyar, M. A, I. C. S, F. R. S. L., Bar-at-law. Itis an intere_
sting and illuminating summary of Chilappatikaram (the
Epic of the Anklet), the famous Tamil classic of Ilam-ko,
Atikal.

Chilappatikaram is the foremost work among the
panchamahakavyas (five epic poems) of Tamil Literature.
It is indeed one of the immortal literary works of India.
To the people of Kerala, this classic is of special value, as
Kannaki's earthly career closed Iln this country. Enraged
at the unrighteous murder of her husband, Kovalan, by
Nettumchezhiyan, the King of Madura, Kannaki, whose
chastity was as pure as “unsunned snow,’ reduced by a
solemn imprecation the city Madurato ashes, and died in
Kearala on her way to the capital of the graat Chera
Emperor, Chemkuttuvan, Ou. this catastrophe being
brought to the notice of Chemkuttuvan he consecrated a
shrine for the worship of Kannaki at Cranganore, near
his capital, Vanchi, and the Pattini cult (the worship of the
Goddess of Chastity, as Kannaki came to be known subse
Quently) soon spread all over Tamilnad and dven distan
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Ceylon. This shrine has, in the metamorphesis wrought
by the hands of tfme, become the celebrated Bhadrakali
temple of that place. In almost every shrine of Kali in
Kerala, songs in praise and propitation of Pattini-devi are
sung even to-day. A summary of this sole-stirring story
has been published by the Malayalam Improvement Com.
mitte of Cochin, and at least another prose work of some
merit on Kannaki has appeared in print. The whole work
deserves to be rendered into good Malayalam verse by a
Tamil-knowing Malayali.

My friend, Mr. A. S. P. Aiyar, the author of Kowvalan
and Kannaki, is an author of outstanding merit, As a
writer of novels, short stories and humorous skits in En-
glish on South Indian subjects. he has earned an all-India
reputation. His Baladitya and other works show that he
]is an author of versatile talents. The alchemy of genius,
It has been aptly said, can convert the commonest path o
ife into a perfect kingdom of romance, and judged by
this criterion, there is no denying the fact that Mr. Aiyar
is a genius of genuine ring. Endowed with imag:nation of
a remarkable order, possesssing wide knowledge on a vast
variety of subjects, learned, studious, observant, optimistic’
patriotic and indefatigable, he is to South India what R, C,
Dutt was to Rengal. Kerala is proud of the fact that he is
one of her own sons, and the city of Trivandrum i8 happy
in the reflection that he had his collegiate edacation here,
Even while a student, those who watched him predicted
a glorious carreer for him, both official and literary, in
after life and he has more than justified their expectations,
Mr. A. S. P. Aiyar is a true interpreter of the East to the
West, and hi.s numereous works are accleratiag the day
when 'the twain' shall meet 1n close comradeship and
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evolve n ‘new order’ out of the present welter of suspicion
and strife, I wish all Good-speed to my friend In his noble
labour of love.

Of the credentials of my Yife-long corrrade and collabora-
tor, Mr. C. S. Subrahmaniyan Poti, to undertake the present
work, it would be supererogatory on my part to express
any opinion, as they are so well-known to every speaker of
Malayalam. Mr. Poti's has been a life fruitfully davoted to
the enrichment of this language. Asa writer of chaste,
dignified, Malayalam prose, he stands in the very fore-
front of presant-day writers, and as a translator of novals
from English he has vet to meet his rival. Thirty-one years
ago, I wrote an introduction to his Malayalam rendering of
Benkim Chandras’'s Durgesanandini, and although scores
of ‘novels from several languages, both Europesn and
Indian, have-been since translated into Malayalam, not one
of them appears to have come anywhere within measura-
ble distance of it, in point of ease and elegance. Kowvalan
and Kannaki has truly sought the best expert for its Mala-
yalam version, and Mr. Poti, the facile princeps that he is
for the successful execution of a work of this kind, has
maintained his high level throughout. I have no hesitation
in affirming that it s a valuable addition to Malayalam
literature. I wish the.book all success, and its gifted
author, Mr. Poti, a long life of health and happiness, to be
of further service to h:s mother-tongue.

Trivandrum.
30—11—1117
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