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FOREWORD.

— s,

This volume of the ‘Specimens of Medieval
Malayalam’ contains two important works of that
period—Madhava FPanikkar's Bhagavatgita and
Rama Panikkar’s Sivarairimahatmyam. Both
these poets, of whom the former was the grand-
uncle of the latter, flourished in the fourteenth
century of the Christian era. Malayalam has good
reasons for congratulating itself on the fact that
it was the language into which the immortal Gita
was, for the first time, translated from Sanskrit.
As for Sivaratrimahatmyam, 1 may be permitted
to state in this connection that 1 was the first to
discover its existence. A portion of this poem was
excerpted in my Padyamangjari, Part VII. The
whole work is now presented to the public.

Trivandrum. S. Parameswara Aiyar,
30th October.1916.
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