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INTRODUCRION

In his first tour for the search ol ‘Ly
Mareh, 1924, the Pandit in my office, N
Raja, came across o poctical work, wnttmm H_-}g ;
(purrot-song) style, in the private libravy of wmy friend, 1mwt1 a-
kan Kottarattil Sankunni, the well-known V[(Lla,w am poet of
Kottayam. This manuscript, entitled patappdttu or. the “war-
song,” bore m: sable cvidence of persistent neglect, dealing as
it docs with st'b cet w ho ly secular and consequently ineligible,
aceording tu orthodox notions, for companionship with
religious works.  Irout the colophons appearing at  the
end of the sccond and sixth cantos of the work it is seen
that this manuscript was copied by a Syrian Christian  seribe
named Abrahany, and that the teanscription of the first two
canbos was completed on the 23rd Viischikam, 922 M. 1., corres-
ponding to December, 1746 A p., and the last four cantos in
935 M. L., corresponding to 1759-60 s n. The manuseript
itself appears to have been formerly owned by a Syrian Christian
family, as may l\~ scent - from the entries “This belongs to
Mupmyil Ayippu.” “This belongs to Muprayil Kattakkakkattu
Cheriyan,” MLJ f\l;x,l\ the Divine Mother help us” found in it.
There ig, bowever, no donbt that the author of the poem must
have been o Hindu, as may be deduced  from the names of the
Hindua D(,mc,s whose blesmn% he invokes at the beginning of
the first and the third cantos, dlld the touns of 1‘@\7010an1 plotv
in which he refers to Srikvishnasvami, the family Deity of the
ancient ruling chiefs of Alupa tbmm/hl The author must have
lived in the latter hall of the 17th century of the Christian Tira
and been an cye~witness to some of the incidents so graphically
narrated in the poem. 1 perused the work as soon as it was
put into wy hands, and found that it was a document of inestina-
able historical value.  The musulpb was extreiiely faulty,
and the errors with which it bristled {rom cover to cover were
such that, under normal conditions, I would not feel justified
in publishing it until ofher manuscripts became available.  In
the pecaliar civcrustances of this case, however, I was not
prepared to wait for such an off-chance, and inumediately pre-
ferred to bring out an  cdition of the poem, though noet
as perfect as 1 wxight wish it, in the hope that any defect in-
¢idental to sueh an undertaking might be rewedied in due
gourse 1 o s‘ub::cquont- edition. The poet says that in his
time @ number of war-songs were current in Kérala, but
none of then: have cowe Jown to us except “Keralotpatti and
Maméankoddbaranan” published by K. C. Méanavikrama Raja
of Calicut in 1909, T have come across an incomplete manu-
script copy ol w very interesting Malayalam poew, also of the




nlippatte  type, entitled “Haryakshamasa-Samarotsavam® or
“the fight-festival in the month of Chingam,” dealing. with the
mock-fight indulged in on the Tirovonam day in the month of
(’.‘vhinga)m in medieval times, ! and I hope to be able to publish it
when another copy of that work becomesavailable. Most of the
numerous war-songs to which the author of this poem alludes
must have disappeared with the advent of the present prosy
times of peace, thq being appuarently deemed. unworthy  of
preservetion in fn age \\hul their inspiration and stimulus are
decmed no longer necessary. It will be observed that the
author of patappdtiu himself tells his parrob not to be appre-
hensive of public criticismy Lecause she is singing a war-song
and not o song on a religious or puraic thum ‘What a s&d
commentary thl‘a on the hlsto) ical perspective of our ancestors !

The poeny opens with o descripbion of the various tivazhies
ov branches into which the ruling family of Cochin was divided
i the 17th century of the Christian Hra, the adoptions that
were made from those branches, the interneciue struggles to
which sucll adoptions. led, and the consequent troubles to which
bhe  ruling funilly became w prev.  These tAvazhics, as the
students of Malabar History are so well aware, were five mn
number, viz., (1) Muttativazhi; (2 Dayatdvahi; (3) Muringr
or Matattinkil; (4) ChazhiyGy; and (5) Palluruttt.  I{ 18 secn
from the Trippunittura Granthavari 2 that, at the time when the
last of the Perumals effected a division of hls territories, only one
of his tive sisters had given hirth to ason, and hence that sister’s
tavazhi, which subsequently canic to be known as Tlayatdvazhi,
secured-predoininant power. ”  Whatever that wight be, ut thu
time when our story comnences, the llayatdvazhi branch was
reigning i Cochin, and according to the author of patappdttu,
it consisted of lom membub, of whom the eldest was Vir Lkél‘&.lib

- 1. The scene of the poewn is lxdutlyn- mo([ it is \\uttfn b\ a poet b) e
Nilakantha of the Mathapati (pantdran) caste living in ]x,me) w (Mavelikara
taluk). Perliaps it was one of these fights that Jucob Canter Visscher says
that he witnessed at Kuolly  Quilon (I{dv\ ankulam) in about, 1720, Vide his
Letbers from Malabar, p. 59,

g, ‘easmmusgiled  quygadonled  whrpoo.oy! ede.smese’a
Mg MWL T o aGOIT o 2 b lyOEm Mo B alon0mde alkaalo
©OT)o ok el ’Y}uulwﬂb;o\dq(‘m QIS H0 alo ENPetlOe W o610 o'
0@ I8Pl WEEIM o o0 Moanwlg’ ®ocwle)’ a@eoidko ougo
magn SHTSEM MARO Gawr @l @M O adabY oD Ies (0 OV - @onk:
@mm o agea e omitom e’ a@los’  ©eneoelum @00
M D0n) CRaUTIEL I ENOT M BID Qoo CIBjoTIOmo e w65.0
RI2D 0OW!  OAHIES OO LS, s e O RO OalGg, G0
@aaud) moeileye @RebaVloomIDIcem@s’ Eom’ geeia)galy,’

3. Vide the Coshin State l\LnumI, p. 47, as to the rules governing  suc-
gession to the throne, ete., from these branches.
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K;arm&,, ~and the youngest Rama Varma* Virakérala
Varma wished to adopt some princes from the Mattatdvazhi and
the Pallurutti branches, but died betore he could accomplish it;
and his death being soon followed by that of Réma Varma, the
elder of the remaining two princes® adopted some princes
from the Mtttatavazhi and the Pallurutti branches, as originally
contemplated by. Virakérala Varma himsell ® On the death
of the last of the Ilayatdvazhi princesin July, 1646, Rama Varma,
the eldest of the princes adopted from the Mattatdvazhi branch
hecame the raler.” But Virakérala Varma,® the prince adopted
from the Falluratti branch, under the influence of the Raja of
Chempakagséri (Ampalappuzha) and the-leading men of Karap-
puram (Shertallai), resoived to drive him and his brother out of
the kingdom, and when Riama Varma was on a journey to Muttam
in Shertallai, fought against him at Turavar, and carried out his
nefaricus object. Our author’s sympathies naturally go forth
towards the two banished princes, and he compares them to the
Pandavas who were deprived of their kingdom by the Kauravas
and to Srirama and Lakshmana who had to wander in the
wilderness in unforeseen circumstances. Apparently no other
princes than Virakérala Varma weve adopted from the Pallurutti
branch, and hence that ruler adopted a prince to succeed him
from the Chazhiytr branch.”

On the death of the former in 1649-50, Rama Varma, the
prince adopted from Chazhiydr, became the ruler. The Matta-
tavazhi princes had by this time secured the support of Manak-
kulattu Nampiti, one of the feudatories of the Zamorin of

4, 'This information is for the* first time obtained from Patappittu,
wide p, 2. ‘

5. The clder was Goda Varma who reigned from 1637 to 1645H. The
name of the younger is not known, He ruled only for 8 months, Vide the
late Mr. K. P, Padmanabha Menon's History of Cochiu, Vol. I, p. 408, The
observationin the Cochin State Manual that, in Goda Varma’s time, the Tlaya-
tavazhi became reduced to two members—himself and o prineess —(vide p. 79)
does not appear to be correet. .

6. Only those who were the most eligible as judged by their horoscopes
and general intélligence could be adopted,  Vide Patappittu, p. 2. Jide also
'the Trippunittura Granthavari in which it is stated :

So o e aeiwlge ERAIeD sem g
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7. Only two princes were adopted from the Mittatdvazhi branch—~Réma
Varma and Virakérala Varma, The former name, for the first time, emerges
out of this poem.  Virakérala Varma was the prinee who procecded to Colombo
twice to invite the Dutch, and even before he proceoded on the first oecasion
Rama Varma must have died.  Bishop Sebastiani’s mentjon of three princes is
incorrect, the third prince being a member of the Chézhiytr Tévazhi adopted
into the Mutsatdvashi branch, His name was also Virakérala Varma. e was
the person nltimately erowned king of Cochin by the Dutchy,

8, IMeis spoken of as VirarAyira Varma in Granthavaries. 17de 1istory
of Cochin, Vol 1, p. 410, '

Y, Vide Patappitin, p, 4,
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Jalicut, and a battle ensued at Trichur between Rama V‘u'm.L
on the one side and the Mattativazhi princes and Manakkulabtu
Nampiti on the other, m which the Nampiti was glain, 10
This naturally exasperated the Zaworin, Manavikrama, 't who
was only waiting for an excuse to invade Cochin. By the time,
however, that his preparations for the invasion were complete,
Rama Varma died in 1655-56, leaving the kingdom in the hands
of a princess, Réani Gangidharalakshiai, whose Chief Minister,
Raghavankévil, is said to have been o native of Travancore. 1
The Zamorin camped at Twichur, and alter a desultory war of
four or five vears, Rachavankovil withdrew to Cochin with the
Rani.

The (()(hm ruling family then decided to strengthen its
power by the adoption of a fow princes fron the Vett: lii,uhmllv
in Malabar, '% and the Raja ol Vettam resolved 0 l‘o p the
Rani m‘un[\ on the ground <)( her being the head of Chotaraic-
Kirn 1% and Dbecatise the two familios belonged  to Lhe same
caste, ver., that of Kshatrivas, while the Zamorin bcionwcd to
the Bamanta.caste.  The passage in which the Raja of Votbam
parts with hig five nephews i favour of Cochin, saying that death
in the battle-ficld, protection to those who v for it and des-
truction of the encuwy ave the primavy duties of Ksimtriyas, and
asking the leading men of Cochin to advise his nephews pro-
perly, remove their defects and help them to rule thot kingdom
.Lccoxdmg to immeior nl (ustum is one of the mosL tonchmff in

10, thmn is mentic 41_ nany " H‘ muk; ,m‘)l«qq TR TR A Mmut thl‘a
battle.

11, This Zumorin died w L6580 Fide [istory of Coeling Vol 1T, p. 16,

12, Bishop Sebastioni calls him Bionanloil and doseribes him as o brother of
tho king of Travancore. Thisis wrong. Our aihor says that he was Vazhik-
kovil, ie., w Kshairiya who is not entiiled (0 be a roler—a Thmpén or o Tiramul-
pad. He was known both as Raghavankoil and Ramankasil. { Vide Puatappitin
pp. 6, 27 and 240 Sowme Porbuguese records incorrecily speok of him as
RiAmanankuil,

13.  The Muringfr Tavazhi had already Decome extinet in 1685 (®ide the
Cochin Staie Manuval, p. d) and as for the Tlayatdvazbi, Rani Gangldhara-
lakshmi was the only surviving member thercof. Visscher is therelore right
when he observes @ ¢ 'Lhe hereditacy princes of Cochin consisted formerly of
five familics. which have been reduced by death to three, these of Paliat
(Pallurutti), Montata Viese (Mattatdvazhi) and Shalonr (Chazhiyur). Vide Letters
from Malabar, p. 60,

14, s regards these two Karus or lackions,  Vide Lelters from Mnla‘l,nw,
pages <) to D1. The two Kares were known as Panniyir or Pantal and
chovvara or Chétara  The Zamorin was the chiel of the former and the king
of Cochin of the latter.  Visscher says: “Alost sevious  consequences have
arisen from these divisions. T the first place it was inculeated Dy law upon
the princinal States (Stenden) of each of these kingdoms that they must always
espouse the faction of the saupreme Rajah.  Cochin has four of these States,
which are called the pillars of the kingdom.  They are Poresd (Chempakasséri)
arid Pavoe (Parur), the rajahs of which helong to the spiritual order, and
Berkenkoer (Vatakkamknr) and Mangatti (Alangad) having temporal rajahs.
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the whole poermn and worthy of carcful perusal. We learn from
other sources that four of the five princes thus adopted fromn
Vettam were Rama Varma, Virakérala Varma, Viea Arya and
Goda Varma, ™ of whom Rama Varma, referred to by the
name of Unnanmarkovil ' (Unni  Ramavarmarkovil) by our
author, became king. This event happened in 1658. '7  Soon
after, some princes from Ayirfir were also adopted, and after a

Though there arc other princes in the kingdom of Cochin ¢ven more powerful
than some of these Sienden, yet these are bound as Chodderakoers (Chotarakkéru)
o agsist the Cochin monarch in his wars against the Zawmcrin, and in return have
a voice in the clection of a new prinee to the succession of the Cochin throne. ™
This circiunstance, as shrewdly surmised by Visscher, explains the continuous
‘ 1ce, y su Y. 1CT, X plal: . (
wartare that existed between Cochin and Calicut for several centuries, as also
why the Poriuguese, on heing expelled by the Zamorin. were reecived with open
arms by the King of Cochin. - Vettam also was of the Chétarakkdrn.  Once
before Veltam joined hands with the Zamorin and three princes ¢f  Cochin were
kifled in the battle of Pallurutti which cusued.  When, however, the corpse of
the kg of Cochin was kicked by the Zamorin on that occasion, the Raja of
Vettam out off Lis legs.  This incident is narrated in the Trippunittura Grantha-
vari as Tollows: —
“ Nocd s’ ed 0] 23ed o Now ¢ o)
OO IHA0 O BavZIW!S MHdr0gy u@)gmg@g O IGe o Do Gl
eha Qg@@ﬁm\nﬂ% a-.m;:a.z‘m&ﬂ Migetons, s &gl adS  aj0egdy
aspgloflaon 8aogoe  UME OROERebe MM CoRoaemIt” @oalles s
§lovloggdae oy, . @F i Go'zot o.salldlgled Moo
BHod EO& Q) OHAUFEDOOE Q4o S &&xﬁ,n.fl@,% 62" Wale &Macgjolo
QMY WAIQJo HPMDLH SHEOL. NG @mD @M EAHega 6zoadc M Qo
@IS ORI o 6O 6Ty asgglipaie oa yaild gt 0o&mon Y a0 0T dieng
CGHQo Oy, EOT HROEWae EUE0E MM OTGESI oMo
L ABEEMYES aB00MB0 52 ZWHT Mo alOMY 621 SEO ORI  Aogd
smgaiidlglel mu e mdie o vomoallsabo @ swg),”

This incident explaiug the emphasis laid by the Raja of Vettam on the
identity of caste Dbetween his family tnd that of Cochin.  The princes of
Purakkat, Parur, Vatakkumkéir aud Alangad were known as the Lo pillars of
Cochin.  (Vide Patappéitu, p. 51, 17da also The Dutelu in Malabar, p. 57, in
which the Dutch Governor, Golonesse, refers (o these prineipalities as the [owr
States of Cochiv, following Governor Jacob Lobo who gives an identical des-
cription.  (Vide Day's Lawl of the Perumals, p. 46,)

15, Vide History off Cochin, Vol 1, p. 415, Bishop Scbastiani names
lie third prince Ravi.

16.  Vide Patappdtlu, p. 28,

17.  Though our autbor does not directly speak of the interfercice of the
Portuguese in this matter, it is true that they were responsible for the banish.-
meut of the Mattatdvazhi princes originally and for the adoption of five prinees
from Vettam o present all chances of the Méttatdvazhi branch suceceding te
the throne. The Trippunittura Granthavari says

“asom) ciggluaNson! woaidlas oacowlasw ol govmoay)
M BEMAIY CUBIENLIN0 CofOmm ol§be D o vty
Captain Nicuholf says:

“The Porjuguese had not long before £orced Momodavil (Mattatés azli).
the lawful king of Coehir, to leave the city, in whese stead they had set up an
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further period of war, the Zamorin withdrew to his own
territories alter setting fire to the Palace of Trichur, on the
intervention of the Raja of Vatakkumktr. The Portuguese
recognised the new princes and entered into an alliance with
them.

Soon, however, the Zamorin was up in arms '8 again and
divected his forces against Rama Varma, the prince adopted
from Ayirtr, Rama Varma was killed in battle, and on the news
being heard by one of the younger princes adopted from Vettam,
he went to war single-handed against the Zamorin, killed a
number of men in single combat, including PAranampi, one of
the chief ministers ol the Zamorin, and died eventually in the
field overpowered by the enemy. This combat “is graphically
deseribed in Canto I of the poem.1?

It will be seen that, ever since the death of Manakkulattu
Nampiti, the Zamorin had been on the side of the Mattativazhi
branch, and it was his army that killed two princes of Cochin, one
adopted from Ayirtr and the other from Vettam. These princes
were also helped by Vatakkumkar, Tekkumkar and Ilangalltr
(Edappalli, the Repliem of Buropeans). On the other hand,
the Vettam princes had, as their allies, the princes of Chempa-
kagséri and Vintanikkottam (Parur), as also the chief of Valluva-
nid in Malabar. This combination would have been nothing
at all for the Zamorin, but for the fact that the Portuguese
had been persistently throwing all the weight of theiv influence
on the scale of the Vettattu princes. The Muattatavazhi prince,
Virakerala Varma, who must have become the senior member
of his branch by that time, therefore proceeded to Colombo, the
seat of the Dutch Governor-General, and laid his grievances before
the Dutch last India Company. On the Governor-General receiv-
ing the prince kindly, he narrated how the Portuguese had been
espousing the cause of the usurpers, how it had been found im-
possible even for the Zamorin to restore the kingdom to the Mit-
tatavazhi branch, owing to the powerful support of that nation,

aunt of his of the house of Godarme.”  (Vide Churchill’'s Voyages and Travols,
Vol IT, p. 220).  Visscher says (wide Lotters from Malabar, p. 60) :  * The
Portuguese worked upon the queen-mother to adopt a stranger of the' family
of Betteite and Aivoer ~good friends of theirs”

18. 1lis nameis given as Minavikrama by the poct, Kerala Charitram
calls him Minavéda. e was the Zamorin who sot five to the Trichur Palace
{Vide istory of Cochin, Vol, 11, p. 16).

19. The obscravation in the Cochin State Manual, p. 88, that only four
princes were adopted from Vettam, is not corvect,  The Trippunitiura Grantha-
vari speaks to the contrary: —

“anmeem Il eaemil HUSOD ©IRIAS@Id N mabcwlglges ®vA
oo wam Qo allandlg)’ eoalsmm evemytomosemIn® B Qgy”?

This statement is corroborated by the incidents narrated in Patappistu.
One of the princes was killed by the Zamorin’s army, and three, including the
reigning sovereign, by the Duteh, in the baitle of MattAncleri later, while the
fifth, G6da Varma, subsequontly led o wandering life.
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and how the expulsion of the Portuguese from the” Fort of Co-
chin, which the Dutch alone could acconiplish, would serve his
purpose. The Governor-General sent o fleet under Van der
Meyden, 2 and a conference was held with the Zamorin in which
it was agreed that he should attack the enemy by land and
the Dutch by sea, while the Vatakkumkdr and Tekkumkbr
princes, with their war frigates, should lead & simultaneous attack
alongside theriver. 21 The Portuguese Fort at Pallippuram (Palli-
port) was captured on a Tuesday in the month of Kumbham in
836 M. . (February 1661)., The Vatakkamkar and Tekkumkar
Rajas were not able to participate in the skirmish as they were
driven back by the inhabitants of Karappuram. On the Dutch
leaving for Ceylon, the Portuguese recaptured the Fort. On the
close of the nionsoon, on the Ist September, 1661, Rijelof Van
Goens, the Dutch Commander, while at Pulikas, received orders
from Batavia for & campaign on the west coast. The fleet col-
lected by him arrived before Quilon on the 7th December of the
same year and that town was captured on the 24th ¢dem, 2*

He started from Quilon on the very same day and arrived
on the voad-side ougside the Cranganore estuary on the 1st
January 1662, After o fortnight’s siege, the Dutch, on Sunday
the 15th January (Makaram 837 M. u.), rvesolved to storm the
town and the Dutch Commander sent word to the Portuguese
garrison that he was determined to have his dinner in the

Cranganore fort on the following day. 2# Owr author then gives a
vivid description of the battle which ensued.  Prince Godavarma
of Vettam escaped to Cochin by sea, while a large

20.  The entry in the Trippunitiura Granthavari to the eflect that the Dutch
commander of this expedition wus Rijelof Van Goens is not correct (vide History
of Cochin, Vol, I, p. 412).  1lc led the later cxpedition against Cranganore and
Cochin.

21.  The confercnce wag held of Ayakotta (Ashikkode).  Vide The Dutch in
Malabar, p- 13.

22, Vide Nicuholl’s account published in Churchill’s: Collections, Vol. 1T
p. 215, for the details of the conquest of Quilou.

23. Captain Nieuhoff says:—"* Mr. Van Goens sct sail the same day with
the ships the Walnut tree and the Ulicland towards Cranganore, Commodore
Gotske being to follow with the rest..... «...The 29th we set sail in the ship the
Egchanye 1o foliow the flectivs.re...The Lsi Junuary, 1662, by break of day,
we found ours:lves within a league of the ecity of Cochin and soon after
sailed sa near the shore, that we could hear the sentinels speak,  We saw five
ships lying in the road, the foremost of which carried Fuglish colours, The
gamnc day about noon we caine into the road, at the entrance of the river Palli-
port, and the next day, having cmbarked our men in boats, and our ammunition
with the field forees in another, we landed them without any opposition, except
that tho enemy discharged some of his great canmon wgainst us from Cranga-
uore, but without any loss on our side.”  Vide Churehilly Vol. 1T, pe 217,

23.  Vide Patapplitu p. 19, This ix corroborated by Nieuhoff who says:
YT was with the admiral by next morning, who thercupon resolved to assault
. >. o - l g )
the city, and as he left he said: “To.morrow the city shall be ours, 7
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aumber of Nayar and Portuguese soldicrs died, the Portuguese
Commandant being himself wounded. #!

The Portuguese with the Vettam princes awaited the arrival
of the Dutch at Cochin. By this time Prince Virakérala Varma
of Chézhiytr had been adopted to the Mottatdvazhi as the
successor of Virakérala Varmwa, 77

The Dutch fleet, with the help of Paliattn Menon, moved on
to Cochin, subjugating Vaipin Lsland ¢n route. The Zuwworin
with his troops advanced fo Elankunnappuzha in aid of the
Mattatavazhi branch, and both the Portuguese and the princes
of Vettam became tervor-stricken. The third canto of the
peem describes the fight 4t Mattancheri in which the
reigning king of Cochin adopted from Vettam and his
two brothers died. The junior mwembers advised the ruler to
decamp before the enemy advanced, but he resolved to dic
in the cause of his crown and country, alter cffecting the
escupe of Goda Vurma, the Junior prince, much against his wish,
to  Lrnakulam. Awmple warning was given by Virakérala
Varma to the Dutck Admirval to the effect that, after the town
was captured, there should be no indiseriminate slaughter, that
his sister, the old queen-mother, should suffer no harm, and that
there were several Brahming and gosha women who also
deserved protection. The Dutch, pretending friendship, advanced
with a white Hag, bat Dboth the Raja and Raghavankovil
knew the nature of those muchinations and gave thew: battle. *¢
It is not my purpose in this introduction to give an account of
that memorable contest, which has been so well described by our

24, This was Urbano Fialho Vereiva. Tho author of Patappittu sayy
that the wounded gommandant cscaped in o ship (vide p. 24). The Dutch Records
state that he fell pierced with wounds (vide The Duteh in Malabar, page 11).
Dansvers refers to his having been only severdly wounded, (Vide his Portuguese
in India, Vol 11, p. 826.) According to Baldacus, the Duteh lost 3 captainy,
t lieutenant and 78 men, and the Tortuguese 200 Christians,  Nienhotl
says :— ' Mr. Polman and Shuilenburgh,” two of our captains, were danger-
ously wounded, 80 comumon soldiers were killed in the assault and a great many
more were wounded.  Tho loss ot ihe encmdes’” side was much greater, 200
Portuguese being slain during the action, besides o great number of negroes,
who were all thrown into the river, and carried back and forwards several
tiynes by the tides, a most terrible speciacle to bohold.” 1o observes - The
enemies defended themselves with a greab deal of bravery for a gonsider.
able time. 7’

256, Wesaw in Canto 1-that the Chazhiyeir Prince thoen raling over (Cochin
wax an encmy of the Mttatdvashi branch. But when the princes adopted from
Vettam becanie all-powerful iu Cochin, Chézhiyfir lost " all its importance
aud resolved to join the Matlatdivazhi.  Visscher says: ““The orown fell into
the hands of four bold princes, adopted sons of the house of Bettette who
compelled the Princes of Shalour to take to flight, and join those of the housa
of Montata Viese” (vide Lctters from Malabar p. 60).

One of the princes of Chazhiyfic was then adopted to the  Ma tath vazhi
branch. He accompained Virakérala Varma in his second voyage to Colombo,
The Trippunittura Granthavari says H@ran’ of gameg eor 05 @S] adcello
5O B0z W ojwo 2106 d @i wled B ¢Ba00idr6S S emaoalam,’’
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author.  All the three princes of Vettanm who staved behind
died. Raghavankovil eseaped with a wound and fled to the camp
of GodaVarma. The author does not say that DRani Gangadhara-
lakshmi was made a prisoner hy the i)u ich or that the two Nam-
putiris of Muriyatitta were carvied away by the Duteh en board
in chains. He s says that, as soon as tne Duseh were victorvious,
the Mattatavazhi prince paid his respects to the queen-mother
who pardoned him, and that, of the two Nambutivis—Arivatitta
and Muriysimangalam,—while the former was in”;priqoned by- the
Vetbatt ])Hﬂ((‘-; after the wLmn of the Duteh, the latter suceced-
ed in effecting his escape. *7 The Duteh m.t(dn,xptcd to storm the
fort of Cochin, but did not succeed, and the flect veturned to
Ceylon.  As soon as (16da Varma, \\h() had escaped to Pallurutti
and thence to Muttan, came to know of this, he retuined to
Cochin.

The fourth canto narrates the events conneccted with the
conquest of Cochin by the Dutch.  Virakérala Varma again
went to Colombo and represented hls grievances to the Governor-
Greneral, who was moved to pity and £ mnd fault with the Admiral
for returning without reinstating the prince on the throne.  The

26, Tho Duteh had per Imp, no - evil motive in hoist mg (.Iw wlntv flag, as
suspeeted by the king off Cochin and his adherents, Nicnlotl say “ Ve (h(l
all we conld o perstde the negroes that we were mob cone th(m 1() }uirt them,
bt the Portuguese, ourcvemies,  Huiin vain ;. forthey all appearedin arms
against us, and several times attucked us like mad men, throwing themselves in
among our ranks, though they “were sure to dic in hw mmmp and thrust-
ing themselves upon onr swords and pikes, noi Jike men but mthex like wild
boars and enraged hears. Not far from the royal palace was a very large pagode
where the negroes hud fortificd thamselves.  Owr en, nobwi h\i.m(huy their
fury, attac Xod thouy in this advaningeous post with so nndmnnﬂw[ a courage that
they chased ihewn fronvthenes with the Toss of 100 negroes, and many more
wonunded.” '

27.  TheTvippunittara Granthavari says that these two Namputiris were
those of Muriyaiitia and that they were imprisoned by the Duteh and sent away
on board.  Nicuholl savs : “The old queen would fain have Lid herself in
4 corner of the top of the peyode, but  vas found out by Captain  Henry
Rede and brovght info our camp.” Tavernier says:  “There eseaped only one
queen, who was taken alive by a common soldier named  Van Rez, whom
the general of the army promwoted to he a cantain at once as a reward,  They
Toft & company on this house, but the gueen remained ihere only six dayvs, as
she was given to the custody of the Zamorin,  (Vide Ball’s edition of Zaver-
nier's Travels in Indic, Vol. 1,p.237.) She conld not have heen a prisoner in the
ordinary sensc of that cxpression and from all accounts it is seen that she
was treated  with  great kindness and  cousideration.  (1éde 1ho Cochin
State  Manual, p. 91.)  The observation of Sebasiiani that she was eom-
pelled by the Dulel to recognise the Mitiaifivazhi prince as heir is open
to-serious doubt as she was ever ready and \\illim: to do so and as it was the
Portuguese (‘Vlmw !mhop Sebasiiani was) thai prevented her from so doing.
Tavernier's narraiion is more ov less he arsay. e %pvzﬂ\s'o‘flhp “death of
four Kings of the country aud 1600 Dlacks 7 when only ihree kings and 400
soldiers died,  As for dhe fmprisonment of the N.nm»nmu s.] feel more in-
olined to halieve onr-author ihaw the Grauthaver,
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prince pacified him, whereupon the necessary fleet was again
despatched to Cochin.  On the way, this indefatigable prince,
who had for so'many years been striving his utmost to regain
his kingdom, died on board a Dutch ship. 2¥ .

Virakérala Varma, the prince adopted from the Chazhiytr
branch, then became the heir to thz throne.  Gdéda Varma was
now at Einakulam, supported by the Raja of Chempakasséri
with a large contingent of martial hoats. 2

The fight which ensued -is described in a striking passage
of transcendental heauty by our author. It is the best poetical
description in - Malavalam of a naval action that has ever yet
seen the light of day.  The Duteh were repulsed by the valour
of the soldiers of Chempakasséri,. 39

Ultimately the fortress of Cochin was captured by the
Dutch on Mriday the 28th Dhanu, 838 a. u. #! corresponding to
the 7th January, 1663, and Virakérala Varma was crowned
king of Cochin. ‘

28, Niewhofl siovs of the deceased prince @ “ He came- often to visit us,
haing commonly clad in white ealicoe, with his hair tied in a knot on the top
of his head. rings on his fingers, and & gold chaiu hanging - down hefore hin,
Tle spoke the Portuguese and Malabar tongues™and was of a pleasant conversa-
Hion.  But scarce a fow days were passed when, finding himself not very well,
he desired to go to the Queen of Koulang (Quilon).ve.cveverusiveirensnceerrnrennne,...
e found no considerable alteration irrhis health, for when not long after a
yacht was sent to Kowlang on prurpose to fetch  this “prince to the camp before
Cochin, he was so very weak that e would fain have avoided going thither,
but there being ;)«\)s‘il;iw; orders given for hig coming, T sent him my’ palakin or
litter and condueted him with some of my officers aboard, but before he could
reach Coehin, his sickness increased to that degree as to put an end to his life.
His brother who was aboard the same yacht,» being the next heir to the crown,
was, after the {aking of the city, crowned King of Coehin by the Dutch.” This
was the prince adopted from the Chazhiy@r branch, as explained already.

29. Tho strength of the Raja of Ampalappuzhalay inhis boats. Nieuhoff
gays: “The chiefrstrength of the king of Poread cousists in his small frigates,
of which he has 500, and are made use of when the fields are overflown with
water,” (Vide also istory of Cochin, Vol. 11, p. 55.)

30. The anthor does not speak of the conquest of Ernakulam by the Dutch
irmediately after. © (Vide the Cochin State Manual, p. 54.)

31, Thisisthe date given in the Trippunittura Granthavari also. For the
details of the sicge the reader is referred to The Duteh in Malabar,
pp. 12-15. The History of Gochin, Vol II, Chaptas II to TV, and The
Cochin State Mannal, pp. 93-05, besides several original SOULCeS, e, ¢,
Sebastiani, Baldasus, Schouter, and Tavernier. -

32, 1 told them (Residoors) bluntly” says Nieuhoff * that Gondorme might
thank himself for hisx misfortunes; for that wlhen our fleet and forces, about
two years ago, appeared near Cochin, to attack the Portuguese our enemies,
the Dutch adwmiral hadset up a whito flag to show his willingness to treat with
the queen of Cochiv, which Gondormo had not only prevented but also at-
tacked our ﬁ.)rccs and opposed and still did cppose all our designs tending to
the re-establishment of the Government of Cochin upon its true foundation.’
T2farther told t}u‘ll{ that, when about two years ago, I had the honor to see Tis
Majesty at Kalikoli (Kalkulam), T assured His Majesty that we had conquered
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Goda Varma fled for his life to Karappuram. On the Raja
of Chempakasséri concluding peace with the Muttatavazhi king
and the Dutch, he moved to Trivandrum to see whether any
help could bhe derived from Travancore. Nieuhoff ®?, who was
deputed by the Dutch as their envoy to treat with the king of
Travancore, éxplained the situation on the 14th February, 1664,
while the king was at Attingal. In the result, the king of
Travancore was convinced of the rightful claim of the Mattata-
vazhi branch and Go6da Varma and his adhevents withdrew.
Staying for a while at Chempakasgséri, Goda Varwa collected an
arwy and encountered the Dutch at Karappuram. The unfortu-
nate prince sustained a crushing blow there, and he does not ever
afterwards appear to have advanced his pretensions to the throne
of Cochin.

The Zamiorin, who had reniained in possession  of Cranga-
nore, declined to restore it to Cochin, until all his military ex-
penses were defrayed by the latter. This led to a fresh war
between the king of Cochin helped by the Dutch on the one
hand, and the Zamorin supported by the Portuguese on the other.
At first the Mopla army of the Zamorin gained a victory over
the Dutch, but the latter soon made grand prepavations for a
protracted siege of the fort of Cranganore. The sixth canto
of our poew gives an eluborate description of these preparations.
Iiventually the Dutch succeeded in wresting the fortress {from the
Portuguese on the 15th Kanni 845 a. 1. (October 1669), and with
this event the poem comes to a fitting close. 7

The above are the incidents narrated in this poews which is
now heing published by e lor the first time, and T need hardly
say how earnest and faithful a votary of history our author
is.© Through the help of this work it is found possible to clear

Cochin, and wore engaged in an ¢vor-lasting alliance with Monta Davila (Mét-
tatdvazhi), their legal sovereign, and thygt therefore Gondormo need not flatter him-
self with the lcast hopes of his re-establishinent.  Of this they gave an aceount
to the king, who soon sent them with avother proposition, to wit, whether he
might not be admitted as a sccond or third person i the kingdom. To make
an end at once of this dispute I asked hint whether they did acknowledge
Monta Davila as the lawful king.  They answered they did. 1 demonstrated
to them how unreasonable i was Lo demand that one who had sct up againgt his
Tawful sovereign should be received in such a station in the same kingdomn,
and cousidering the i1l consequences which wust needs ensue frown thenee, |
told them it was in vain to say a word more of it. This made thefn insist no
more upou the business of Gondormo.  They only told us that we had best be
upon our guard, Gondormo and his three hrothers heing resolved (o live and 1o b
buried to the kingdom of Cochin. T answered them carcfully, that I had
travelled through the greater part of that kingdom, and that 1 was sure there
wag room enough for 1.00,000 of them. ”

33.  There is no deseription of this in any other published work,  Bug
from Keraldtpaiti and Mamankiddhiranwm, pp, 39 and 41, itwill be scen 1hat it

was ab Cranganore that the Duteh gave cause lor provoeation to the
Zamorin.
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up several obscurities in the ioving annals of the period with
which it deals, and 1 may confidently state that it is destined
o take a permanent place among the 1w portant original sources
for the study of the history of Kérala in the 17th century of the
Christian Fra. The Syrian Christian libravies of Malabar which
have already disclosed the existence of such valuable works
as that of the “Vorveign Travels of the Metran of  Kari-
yair” are sure to contain other manuscripts of equal value, and
L avail myself of this opportunity to make an earnest appeal to
the scholars of that comanonity to put forth theiv best efforts in
that divection.

Trivandru, N PARAMBSVARA AIYALL
218t August, 1924,
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