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INTRODUCTION.

Our folk-songs have gone out of fashion, and their
tunes are mostly forgotten. It has become our duty to
collect and ecompile them.

In response to a suggestion from Mr. I. N. Menon,
M. A., B. Litt. (oxon.), our Director of Public Instruction,
I began to collect our fblk~songs whenever time
permitied me to attend to them. It was his desire
that I should deliver a course of lectures on folk-songs
before the Teachers’ Training School at Trichur. The
whole of the State, he said, would by that be benefited,
as teachers from all parts of the State would be there.

While T was engaged in collecting these folk-songs,
I was asked by Mr. K. Narasimha Pai, Principal of the
Maharaja’s College, KErnakulam, to deliver the Chathu
Panicker Memorial Lectures for 1109. Not that I
considered myself fit for the task, but my respect for
Mr. Pai, and Mr. T. K. Krishna Menon, who instituted
the lectures, made me undertake the work. The two
lecetures that I delivered in Kumbhom 1109 are now
collected and published in this volume.

The presence of an enlightened and attentive
audience on both the days was a source of great encourage-
ment to me. A lecture on folk-songs may not be so
amusing as Chakyar Koothu; but ‘it is interesting in itS
own way. I doubt whether it will be a source of interest
to the reading public as it was to the audience, for these
folk-songs cannot be enjoyed by silent reading.
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This book is only the first of the series called " The
Art of Folk-songs.”” After knowing the opinion of the
reading publie, I intend to bring out the remaining ones.
The songs sung mainly by the so-called Depressed
Classes, and non-caste Hindus will be found in
this volume, I agree with Mr. Pai when he says that,
* this will be a complete set only when we have similar
publications about folk-lore and folk-dance also.”

The collection of these, and printing and illustra-
tions, meant hard, intelligent work, and a good
sum of money, It is true that I have neither the time
nor the knowledge required for the one, nor the funds
needed for the other. In England and other countries,
such work is accomplished by Folk-lore Societies. It is
my modest desire to start on a small scale, a Folk-lore
Society in our State. I ardently trust that it will have
the support of the Government and the discerning publie.

His Highness Kerala Varma, Professor of the
Dravidian Studies in the College here, was good
enough to attend both my lectures, and to write
at my instance, an introduction to this. I am
sincerely grateful to His Highness for these favours
shown to me.

There are many who have encouraged me in this
work of mine. Chief among them are Brahmasri Ullur
S. Parameswara Iyer, Professor P. Sankaran Nambiyar,
Srimathi Ambadi Karthyayani Amma, 8. A, L. T.,
Srimathi Sahithya Sakhi T.C. Kalyani Amma and Mr.
K. Narayana Pisharoti, Principal of the Sanskrit College
at Trippunithura.

I am very much indebted to Mr. T. K. Krishna
Menon who, besides encouraging and urging me in
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my work as usual, has helped me with a good amount
towards the cost of the blocks. All the photes for
illustrating this, except the one of the yacht race, were
given free by Mr. P. J. Cherian, the Proprietor of the
Royal Studio and my thanks are due to him as well.

I have not tried to make any corrections in the
songs, lest I might mar their natural beauty. I had to
be touring about while the matter was in the press; and
the printing had to be done in a hurry; hence some errors
have unavoidably crept in for which I can only plead
for the forgiveness of the reader.

There is no need to introduce Mr, T. M. Satchit and
his Pearl Press to anyone. They have become well-
known to all in Southern India by the ‘' Madras States
Directory,”’” “ Who's Who in Madras’’ and such other
publications. I have gladly given under certain eonditions
the ecopyright of this edition to Mr. Satchit.

SAHITHYA KUTEERAM, t
ERNAKULAM,

K. P. Karuppan.
11th September, 1934. }
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