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PREFACE

It is intended to write a series of Malayalam
books to serve as a means of teaching Malayalam
composition. The University and the S.-S.L.C.
Board attach very great importance to vernacular
composition. The series attempts to illustrate the
general principles of composition explained in the
Vyakarana-mitram. When taught on right princi-
ples vernacular composition will enable our students
to express their thoughts easily and directly in their
mother tongue and will assist them in writing their
English composition with grace and facility.

The Vatsarajacharita is the first of the series and
the second contains a brief sketch of the life of
Sri Harsha of Thanesvar and his drama of the Naga-
nanda. The publication of the remaining books will
depend on the measure of success of these two. The
reader is referred to the valuable and interesting
introduction which gives in a nutshell the scope of
the series and outlines of Vatsa’s life.

A few misprints have crept in for which I crave
the indulgence of my readers.

I am under deep obligation to Mr. V. K. Achyuta
Menon, B.A, L.T. Headmaster, Training School,
Trichur, for his many valuable suggestions. I express
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my grateful thanks to Mr. V. K. Rama Menon, M. A.
Bar-at-Law, our popular Inspector of schools, for his
beautiful introduction and to Mr. P. Gopalkrishnayya,
Artist, Mangalore, for preparing the illustrations.

Calicut, 22-12-21. M. S. Prabhu.



INTRODUCTION

This book contains three episodes from the life
of Udayanan, the king of the Vatsas. One of them
is from the Puranas and the other two from Harsha's
dramas, “Priyadarsika and Ratnavali”. From all
accounts of his reign, the king of the Vatsas was a
striking figure in the past of the Hindu Aryans,
although most of his adventures lie in the realm of
Love rather than in that of War. He enjoys great
popularity with poets and literary men.

Sri Harsha's dramas have an added interest—in
that they lift the veil over court-life in the “piping
times of peace”, at an age when material and literary
culture reached its culmination, and when beauty,
rather than vigour, began to be the rule of life. Such
a period, the modern critics call “Decadent”. It is a
time when life is lived beautifully, and when beauty
and truth are equated. Udayana, the king of the
Vatsas, lived his peaceful life, surrounded by his
courtiers and fair ladies. The only ruffles in these
still waters were the king’s love adventures which
created innumerable storms in his harem, which
once blown over, everything was calm and quiet for
a time. But in the kings of this age one misses the
sturdiness of the war-loving Kshatriyas adorned with
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their hundred scars as we find them earlier in the
age of the Pandavas and later on in the Rajaputs.
But here the king spends his time in his harem with
his courtiers and poets while his trusty ministers
rule the country and his brave generals win battles
for him and bring in treasures to be spent in court
festivities.

The story of the gallant king of the Vatsas has
a great fascination for us, and the author has done
well to bring all the traditions about him in one
book in such an interesting manner. The literary
form he has given to the story is also happily
chosen. It is akin to the ‘essay’ in which a great
deal of brevity is possible, but which in the hands of
a skilful writer may be made to spin out delicate
description without losing force. That is why it is
becoming highly popular and fashionable in Malabar
at the present moment as a literary form of expres-
sion. There is a rigid economy in words. And to
make the whole thing effective a careful selection of
words is necessary. Each word must tell.

The author has used this highly difficult but
fascinating form very cleverly. The hammer
strokes which beat the raw metal into shape have
been made to produce a cadence. Each sentence is
clear cut, each word is distinct.

The author is well known in the Malayalam
literary world. Though not a Malayali himself yet
he has assimilated so thoroughly the.spirit of the
language and literature that it is almost impossible
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to detect foreign strain in his stylee He is a
grammarian of repute and in many a place in the
present book he has consciously illustrated gramma-
tical usages and forms without detracting from its
literary charm. The pages in which the whole story
of the Mahabharata is condensed at the beginning of
the book and those pages which describe the Spring
festival towards the middle of the book, illustrate the
control of the writer over the literary form he uses.

There are two divergent views about the future
development of Malayalam literature to-day. These
may be termed the Dravidic and Sanskritic views.
The first looks towards the Dravidian languages to
enrich the future of Malayalam and the second looks
up to Sanskrit. The author evidently leans towards
the second view.

I wish this book every success. The value of
such endeavours is that they bring out the treasures
from our great Puranas to the light of day. We are
too much neglectful of the many good things we
have got, but which we cannot get at easily. It is
hinted in the title page that it is the first of a
series of books to come. This is good news. Book-
writing to-day in Malayalam does not pay unless it
is made a textbook in schools. May we hope for a
time when educated people would buy vernacular
books? Then with the increase of audience greater
freedom in style and contents will surely come.
Then we can expect in books less show of erudition
but liberty withal and the restraining influence on
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authors to conform to the whims of the members of
the Textbook Committees will be removed.

Lastly, a few words of apology for writing the
preface for a Malayalam book in English. The
preface is written mainly for those who do not well
understand the language of the book. This is only
written to announce a new kind of literature is
being produced in Malabar. To those who can read
the book, the book itself is its introduction and
advertisement.

Calicut, 22-12-21. V. K. Rama Menon.
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