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EDITOR’S PREFACI,

‘ No species of writing seems more worthy
of cultivation than biography ’ wrote Lang-
horne, and Langhorne ought to know.  Doubt-
Jess, the lives of great men are franght with
instruction to the young and interest to all,
Ivery one can learn from them lessons of
practical wisdom which will enable him to
regulate his activities for the benefit of the
public. To the young, especially, they possess
an ever-fresh attraction.  Works of thhs nature
co a great way to mould their character, to
allure them to brighter worlds and to make
their own lives sublime.

For us, units of the British Empire, there
is a peculiar zest in studying the lile of Quecen
Yietoria.

‘ A thousand claims to reverence closed
In her as mother, wife and Queen.’

Her court has been pure; her life serene,
and this has brought out all the lovelier touches
and tints of human nature. There is no doubt
that, in the time to come, Victoria will be as
familiar a name in Malabar as Seetha and Savi-
thri and fond mothers will tell their fair girls
to be like her, in head and heart.

)
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During the reign, the progress of the
Empire, along all lines of development, has
transcended the dreams even of an enthusiast.
There 1s not a single branch of human activity
which has not had its origin or stimulus in
this unusually long and prosperous reign.
‘The result of British governance ™ to quote
the language of Sir Richard Temple “1a regard
to the natives of India is to be seen in the
growth of their numbers, the enlargement of
their agriculture, the expansion of theinr trade,
the accumulation of their wealth, the advance-
ment of their intellectual and social condition.”
Indians may still have canse for complamt.
But they may fervently hope that ‘the political
tenderness * which, the year after the Indian
Mutiny, signed the Great Indian Charter will
surely, though slowly, recognise this and will
farnish yet another reason to enshrine the
name of Queen Vietoria in the hearts of the
Iﬂ“_l'%lt-uflﬂ lll}Ht{Il‘it}T of Inda.

Through the courtesy of Messrs. W, 'T.
Stead and C. S. Nair, I am able to bring out
this book. 1. i.htrtfnl:ﬂ., trnst that every boy
and girl of Malabar will join me in thanking
Mr. €. Sankaren Nair for getting and Mr.
W. 1. Stead for granting me leave Lo translate
the volumes of the ‘Books for the Bairns’

SCTICS.

The most grateful thanks of my wife
and mysell are duc to 1L 1L Kerala Varmd,

i
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C. S. 1., Valiya Kol Thampuran of Travancore
‘or the all-too flattering Preface and for the
generous assistance rendered us an revising
this volume and in defraving the cost ot it
publication, To struggling aspirants  arter
tterary  fame, pecuniary  help, under all
cireumstances, would be weleowe.  But when
t1s effered unsolicited, 1t 12 twice hless"d?
and has a charm all its own, 1hs Ihehness?
connexion with this work will, we dare sav,
mvest 1L with o grace and worth whieh it would
not otherwise have,

I am very thankful to Mr. Xdwin H. Stout,
Manager of “The Review of Reviews”™ ofiier,
for the trouble hie took m purchasing plates to
Mostrate this vohune, o Tor s help, T o
sure 1 would not have got them so chicap. The
cost of the plates are borne by my wife's unele,

I am glad to sav that the Preface is Qane
into Malavalam by my friend Mr. K. Govinda
Menon, .40 e dovs not elabm it to L i elose
translation of the orieinal,

Fowsantvnan: '.'
25th. Sept., 1898, |



PREIFACE.

It is with much pleasure that I venture
to say a few words by way of Preface to this
interesting booklet, which adds a Little tribu-
tary stream to the mighty riverof loyalty which
has been over-flowing the dominions ol ller
Most Gracions Majesty Queen Victoria, our
beloved Empress, ever since the eelebration of
Her Majesty's Diamond Jubilee,

T. C. Kalyani Amma, the translatress of
“Our Mother-Queen’ comes of an old Sudra
family settled in Trichur, the primeval capital
of Malabar, now a charming little town in the
Native State of Cochin. 'The celebrity of the
house of KuFuppam is amply borne out by ¢
long list of iHustrious members, both males
and females; and Kalyini Amma who belongs
to a main bronch of it, viz, the Tekke (Southern)
Kutuppam, fairly promises to lend additiona
lustre to the already well-known family.

This young lady is married to Mr. T. K.
Krishna Menon, a descendant of the late Mr.
1. Sankunni Menon. C. S. 1., and a distinguished
oraduate of the Madras University, who has
placed under a deep debt of gratitude the
whole Malayalam-reading publie by the publica-
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tion of ¢Prachinaryavartam® that excellent
Malaylam translation of Mr. R. C. Dutt’s
¢ Ancient India,” and who edits® this series of
‘ Books for Malabéir DBairns’ besides the best
conducted magazine in our vernacular, the
‘Vidyd Vinodini’, from Trichur. Kalyani
Amma has received a fairly good eduecation in
English having been for some vears a student
in the Jubilee Caste Girls” School at Trichur,
and, after leaving which, has been studying
under a private tutor. It seems to be hep
highest ambition to become a good KEnglish
scholar and to translate a number of interest
ing and instructive English works into her own
mother-tongue for the benefit of her non«
Knglish-knowing sisters in Malabir. -

The present little volume, ‘magss ooen

i . .
001’ is the second literary production of

our young authoress, the first being the trans-
lation of Aesop’s Fables with which her hus-
band has opened his useful series of ¢ Books for
Malabir Bairns.” 1t is not a literal rendering
of Mr. W. T. Stead’s charming and highly
interesting original in English from which she
has simply drawn her materials and skilfully
put them in her simple, elegant, and easy-flow-
ing periods of chaste and racy Malayalam.

—— e S —— — = E

(*) Tdo it in conjunction with messrs, P, Narayana Menon,

M. A, B. L, P, Krishoa Menon, B, A, K, Govinda Menon, L, A,
and P, P, Rama Iver,
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She scems to have fully realized the awkward
plight in which a close translator would find
himselt placed at the very out-set of his attempt.
The very first paragraph shows that we are
not to expect a close translation of the original
al, the hands of our fair translatress. She has
judiciously omitted Mr, Stead’s ‘ May Queen’
“‘Queen Bee’ and ¢ Fairy Queen’ of whom our
Malabir Bairns can form no idea. She has
only adopted the Ranis in cards, such as 2280V
g 00sm] (Queen of Spades) and @O ¥ 006 ]
(Queen of Hearts), with whom our children
are generally familiar. In spite of such apt
adaptations and omissions and a few inevitable
alterations here and there, the rendering is a
true reproduction of Mr. Stead’s account of the
noble life of Her majesty the Queen-Eupress,
in whom we recognize ‘the dutiful child, the
loving wife, the watchful and affectionate mo-
ther and the judicious Sovereign’.

I have found 1t a pleasant task to go
through the neatly got-up manuscript and
touch it up here and there. I have not ventured
to make any material alteration in Mrs. Krishna
Menon’s style, as I thought it would mar the
homely beauty of her simple diction.

I sincerely frust that every educated
Malayali will join me In congratulating Kalyd-
ni Amma on the success of her literary effort.
She may rest assured that provided she conti-
nues to attend to her self-imposed task with



he same unflagging zeal, diligence and recus
avity as al present, her highestambition will

)
n no distant future, be fully realized.

ad b e ——
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In conelution, 1 wish the voung .
T KL Krishna Menon and 1L €L Kalvan
Amma, o lone, hapoy amd wsetul Life,
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T. Govinda Menon Esq.,
Our brother and truest friend
in the rough journey of this life,
we dedicate
these following pages
as o token

of lifc-long gratitude, esteem and affeetion.
Kallyani
and

Anujan,
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