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OBJECTS OF TEE SOCILTY.

First—To form a nucleus of the Universal
Brotherhood of Huwmanity, without distine-
tion of ruce, crecd, sexr, cast or color,

Second—To encourage the study of com-
parafive religion, philosophy and |CLERen,

Third—To investigate wunceplained laws
of Nature and the powers latent in man.

No person’s veligious opinions are vshed
upon his joining, nor any interference with
them permitied, but cvery one is required,
before admission, to promise te show fo-
wards his fellow-members the same toler
ance in this respect as he claims for him-
self.

Theosophy is the body of truths which
form the basis of all religions, and which
cannot be claimed as the exclusive posses-
sion of any. It offers a philosophy which
renders life intelligible, and which demon-
strates the justice and love which guide in
its evolution. It putls death in its rightful
place, as a recurring tneident in an endless
life, opening the gateway of a fuller and
more radiant existence. [l restores to the
aworld the science of the spirit, teaching man
to know the spirit as himself, and the mind
and body as his servants. It illuminates
the seriptures and doctrines of religions by
unveiling their hidden meanings, and thus
justifying them at the bar of intelligence as
they are ever justified im the eye of intu-
ition.

Members of the Theosophical Socicty
study these truths, and Theosophists en-
deavor fo live them. FHvery one willing to
sturly, to be tolerant, to aim high and work
perseveringly is welcomed as a member, and
it rests with the member to become a true
T heosophist.



To cach {emperament there is one rowd which
scems-the most desirable.  But the way is nol
Juwnd by devotion alune, by relivious condempla-
tion alone, by ardent progress, by self-saevifiving
thor, by studious obscreative of e, Noae
along can tuke the disciple more than oee siep
oriveareds, Al slepy are wecessary foomale up
the dadder, The viees of wea bocosie sieps in
the dadder, ane by one, as oy arc sarmoua bed,
The vivtucs of muan are steps indeed, neccsstry

nul by oany means to be dispeased with, Yot
fhowgh they erecale a [fuir atwosphere and o
happy future, they are wseless Af Chey slond
alone,  The whole pature of man must be ysed
wtzely by the one who desives to enter (he way,
Fach wan s to himsell absolutely the woy, the
Lrath waed the e, Bul he is only so when he
griosps fas whole dndividuality firemdy, and by
the foree of his avalened spivifual will, reenng-
nizes Uis individuality os not hiviself, but that
thing aelich he has wcith pein creabed [or his
civiwse, and by omeans of which he purposcs, as
fois f.-".'l"l’li{‘f}i: RfrJH'I_‘.'f eferelope hiy i".'r.l'r'.-’.".l'_rl.'r srev
reach to the Lfe beyond {odividiadity. Wiiea
i Lnoves fhat for (his his wvonderial ecoppler
sepurvated Life exists, then, tndecd, and then anly,
fe ot upnn the way,  Neek iF by plunoing {into
the myslerious and glorious depths of woir oen
mwmmast hetng, Secl 48 by testing olf copericae:,
by wttlizing the scnses o order to swnderstand
the growth and smeaning of {ndividualify, and the
heauty and olseurity of those ather Jivine fraa
nients which are struggling side Ly side weilh
weow, and form the race o which soy hefanet,
Neel: 1t by study of the Taws of Teina, the hoes
oof wadure, the Tmes of the supernafural ;s and
secle 18 by malineg the profound oheisanee of the
saul fo the dim slar fhat burns within, Sieadily,
as yow watel and weorship, il loht aeill grose
stramger. Then youw may Enow youw hare found
the beginning of the way. And when you have
found the end ifs light w4l suddenly Gecome ke
snfinite light.



A CLEAN life, an open mind, a

pure heart, an eager intellect,
an wunveiled spivitual  perception, a
brotherliness for all, a readiness to
give and receive advice and instruc-
tion, a cowrageous endurance of
personal injustice, a brave declaration
of principles, a wvaliant defence of
those wwho are unjustly attacked,
and @ constant eve to the ideal of
human  progression and _ perfection
which the Sacred Science depicts—
these are the golden stairs up the
steps of which the learner may climb
te the Temple of Divine Wisdom.

H. P. Blavatsiy.



A PRIMER OF THEOSOPHY

Theosophy iz a wewrl that comes from the Cireek
words meining Divine Wisdom,  The divine wisdom 1%
thdt which teaches man the way to reach God by grow-
ing into his imace and likeness, “developing The deidie
powers within him. Dot 1t is also the wisdom or
knowledre wlhich inchudes all other knowledge, which
neans all the seiences, forms of puilosophy and ethies,
as wonld necessrily be the case if, as we ailirm, 1t came
from the Logos or God of our =olar system {hroush Tlis
avonts. Theosophy, then, may he considered as selence,
religion, philosoply and etlies as scen from God's point
of view. Tiis would alse further mean they were 1o e
considered not solely” from the poinl of view of Lheir
presenl status, bul also from that of their origin ad
{heir destiny,  We shall present {he subjeet in very
brict ontline under these fonr headings, referring read-
evaoat frequent Cintervals to the worls which deal i
aut oriiniive detail with the sobjects tounched upon.

Theosophy as Science at onee gives the origin ol
seienee, its rationale, its fulure and the synthesis nf its
part=, It considers all material and spiritual things
within the solar system as made up of two elements,
ihe form and the life which dwells within it These
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elements are present as the result of {he outpouring of
the will of the God or Logos of our solar svalent in two
corresponding wavs,

The outpourings of the Lngms arc three: {irst, the
building nup of matter 1o make the planes or worlls;
second, producing within them life as in mineral, veg-
etable and animal forms; the third outpouring nr f'[1f-|-
charge of energy i3 an oulpouring of love ereating cgus
that are Lo evolve.

Narural SBeienee is the orderly preseniation of 1he
facts pertaininge Lo manifesied or visible, tanvible nalure.
Theosophy beging its sindy with (he apprehension of
the life, ils destiny and purpose as determined by the
Creafor and His .z‘fi.g._JLI'.lt';}.

The first facl or series of facts which must be borne
in mind while studying Theosophy is this, that the
Nature which we sece, smell, touch, taste and hear about
us is but a minor part of Nature gs it rially {“'-..i“wtm
For the preater purt of Natuve is enlirely hidden from
our ordinary observation, which takes cognisaneg  of
whiat may reazonally he ealled only the nesalive or
reflected side of things, To sain a knowleape of the
hidden side is {o get first a convietion that there is such
a side, then the knowledge that there ® o known we L
in existence by which Lhi' hidden side may bhe contactud,
and, in the third place, to come into contact with Jnn:m
Who ecan teach the methaods by which this knowledge
may be pul inlo practical dpphmimn

The world is many millions of vears old and in much
["‘]]]IL‘I diays there eame to our earth Greal Deines from
the Planet Venus, who gave men 1he mdiments of mind
and taught them how to think., From them was de-
rived the Ancient Wisdom or knowledge,  They knew
definilely  beeavse ihey had investignied and experi-
mented ot fivst hand,

Theosophy postulates distinetly the notion that {lLere
15 everywhere in the world, simultancously in existence,
not only such gross matter as we know from our daily
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observation, but alse ethers or very finely atfenuated
matter partaking of the nature of Zises bul anlinitely
finer, sultdler, They exist in great tenutly, some for one
and others for other purposes, but of ditferent degrees of
fincness,  These ethers are nsed, some 1o transmit livht
and other forees, and others to {orm coverings or bodics
for the ego or L

There are seven great realms or planes of Nature,
three of which, the most exabied, are almest nulinown
to man. MW know Lhat these three exizt. Dol woe
have not been told mueh about them, The fonr Tower
planes are (ho=e with which e are ehieily concerinad,
They are the physical (with wlich we ara most ae-
guairmed ), the astral, the mental and (he haddhie. The
beginner in the study of Theozoply anest take pains to
got an aceurate konowledge of the meaning of the word
plane in the theosophie sense. © A plane is & realm of
Nature of which the matter 1s of a certain quality or
gro=snezs.  The physical plane cmbraces all =olids,
liquids, gases and some of the lower grades of ether-.
These we call the sub-planes of the phvsieal, The astral
plane has only the finer and astral ethers in it and =2
ity inhabitanis and forms are not visible to the SEHEFS
as ovdinarily developed., The same i3 true of the mental
and DIuiddhic and other higher planes,

Although the senses which men ordinarily possess in
normal development are adequate for the work of the
lowest or physical plane, they are not so jor {he re-
quircments of the logher levels of conscionsness,  They
do nol suflice for the investivations of cven the lowest
plane itself.  For the wdeveloped man may oot know
more of the upper shb-planes of the phy=ical plane than
he can learn by rn.r-;aurmi:?_f: from the ob=ervaiions which
he makes upon the things of the lowest sub-planes,

But there are wavs by wlhich the obicets of the higher
plancs and their inter-relations uaxy he cooanized oy
manipulated, amd 3t 12 one of the parposes of Theaoso-
phists to know and to teach to those who are pre-
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pared for such knowledge and its nse, the heginnings of
the way by which suell facultics ar developed, I Is a
fact that the power to develop Jhe faculty of contacting
the things of ihese hidden planes lies Iatent in man.
When he has acquired the power to do this he is free
at any moment to feel, Lo know, to think of the thines
of the higher deparime I‘!_*:. of heing, and Lo do things for
hunwanity and its development of which unevolved men
could net dream. e mav, indewd, take part i the
developnient of the =ouls uI men nelivilually and col-
lectively and he may guide the civilivations and races
of men in their evolulion, cnabiing them o aliain far
hivher ground (han would otherwise be the case. As we
suidl wee, this ideal Is not aitainable withond, e
swertiee and labor and bul few cun entop npon the the
way that leads to this goal until all Tumanity s
progressed to ithe place a1 wlhich more cpportinilics
mav be afforded for sueh procvess and the condition:
Lecome somewhat easier than they now are. Meantime
our prople are learning wmore and more of the ancien:
wisdom, and, rejoleing in its char 1, 1ls comnpleteness, fis
svmmielry, the perfection of all its parts as exphianator,
o Lo’ []| . Thiey are Tappier, wizer amd betier 1han
Lhey were before, and in future lives, they, oo, will
breome practised ocenlizts, having Found those Teaelrs
Who are Lo earry them on 1o a closer knowledoe of
Ciad. (YW, V-IT1.)
Theosophy and Religion, One of {he most slviliing
concepls Theosophy olivrs is that underlying the mang
religions is one natural truth stated in as many difleres,
wavs, As the ray of sunlight {5 broken up by e s
inlo Lhe seven prismatic colours, sof ton, the one SRS
of natural {ruth concerning th® relaiion of man Lo thae
cosnios appears in different Jorms hroueh the dilerent
relivions, The Theosophist notes in the study of any
one reigion three elements: one is due to primitive anl
faulty coneeption of natural phenomena; a second is o
element ol fundamental truth which was implanted
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it by a great religious teacher; and a third is a theology
raised en both long after the days of the I'ounder of the
Eeligion. Noting these three clements in a religion, the
Theozophist continually searches for the second group
of ideas, and when he finds these he finds that they are
not o radically different from the sume element to be
found in other religrions,

The great religions of the world were given to the
various taces by the Adept guardians of humanity,
cither themsclves personally appearing as the founder
of a religion, as dud Krishna, Buddhba, and Christ, or by 1n-
spiring some lesser person to stale just so much of the
truth as was sullicient (o lead the people to whom it
wus gmyven a few steps further in their advancement.
No oone religion has a monopoly of the whole truth, hut
all the great religions are needed to help souls in their
progress throwgh reincarnationz on ecarth.  James Rus-
sell Lowell expresses {he Theosophist’s attitude to the
religions, in these beaniitul werds:

“(iod sends his teachers unto every age,

To every clime, and every race of men,

With revelations fitted Lo their growlh

Aud shape of mind, nor gives the realm of truth °

Into the selfish rule of one zole race”

The Christian who shudies Theosophy does not cease
to be a Chrizlian beeause Le sees g lavger truth, but he
takes up the study of lLis own religion from ithe new
standpoint, and sees in it o deeper, more abiding, and
more reasonabie truth than he ever heard proclaimed
from the pulpits, The Theozophien] Soeiety numbioers
armone ils memberz THmdus, Daddhists, Mohammedans,
Aorvoastrians, and Chrisiians, and it i3 the testimony of
Lhiese members that aiter the stady of Theosophy each
takes up the study of his own religion with greater en-
thusziasm than ever before, finding m it new and un-
dreamt of inspiration, and a greater devotion lo the
touler of his rehigion. {C. F.)

Theosophy ac a Philosophy explaina the origin, the
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meaning and destiny of the objects. facis and beings of
all planes and shows thoughts themselves as concrete
objects, the producd of action by the Thinker, the Ego
or b, and tells how the “I7 is related o the Universal
Creator, a part of Him, and living in Him., Al philoso
phivs are therefore embriced in Theosophy. We do not
maintain that all scientific and philosophic knowledire
is contamed in our wrillen beoks,. but we show (hal a
place is there for it all, and that there is no lack in the
seheme Tor the setiine of not only every scientific foer,
bt for all departmons of philosophv and all {hat has
Been thoueht oul aboul it by men,
s as Theosopay shows the ecommon groundwerk of
redgions, so, too, it shows us how the various plil-
caoplical systems of the Kust and West are partial ex-
pressions of the one great truth. The Vedantia, the
sankhya, and others of Tndia, the ditlerent philozophical
sehools  of  Greeee, the modern German  philosophoers,
Kant, Fichte, Hegel and Schopenhaner, are all dealing
with the same fundamental facts of the relation that
the hwman consciousness os a unil has fo the 1otalily
of consviousness of Ihvinity., The student of Theosophy
in studying these various philosophics notes their dif-
ferences, but with the aid of Theosophy he sees that
all that iz fundamental in a particular philosophical
selwol s like one fucel in a diamond with many facets,
all refracting a delinite group of vibrations which we
call the white ray of sunlight. As there is a unity un-
derlving the dillerent relivions, so is there a unity
underlying the many philosophics, and Theosophy shows
what that unity is. (W, V-11.)
Theosephy teaches an ethical code which shows men
how, in o few lives. they mav hasten their evolution
until they can reach a direct knowledre of God, wiilch
15 Lhe true goal of all existence, knowledge, philozophy
and cthics. In essence the goal is reached by recogniz-
1 11 nr.:utfisf}*in;: character of the onjeets of personal
desire, layving these aside and living only for the highest,
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that Self which iz in union with Gol, by laboring
ceascles=Iv Tor the spiritual uplifting of men, who are
regardol as being but wepparently separated from one
anotier in bodies though really their egos are uniled
m God. When a-man stwdics and aceep = the truths of
Theosophy he 15 a theosophist. e mav become then
dan daspirant Jor 4o mouore intimale associibion with g
Master, then ancceessively a probationary Yesal, an ac-
ceplod pupil or chela, and, doadly g deitinie ol the
Great White Lodge, when be is suil 1o Le upon the
Path of Iloliness. If i3 then that, thooaeh living 1n the
world, he is at heart 2 man of God and day by Jday
govks uneeasingly to kuow Him. e heydns his training
a5 an eccudtlst aed at lust a praciical knowledee of the
oceult 1s communicated to him by his Master, Throngh
lite ufter Hife he works, always under such a supervision
by his Teacher as one could scarce dream of, undl alver
centuries of soceh labor for humanity he hims=ell reaches
the end.,  LU'nion with the consciousness of 1he Masier
1 then complete and the pupl Limsell beeomes an
Adept (knowing God and hiving amd rejoleing in s
ECTVIeR,

The beginner ought not to be dizcouraged by the
lenglh of tlos pathway., I does not maticr, from one
point of view, low many years are consumed in making
this journey and the way s provided, prepaced in every
wayv, the dithealties are all forescen aml L disciple 1s
carefully Ied.  The principle of "re-incaruation is pe-
culinrly applied in sucll cases, the puptl being almost
always permitted to return to a wew Laly immediately
or within a very few vears after lvaviog the oll one,
In this way he is able {o maintam hiz aetivily and in-
Levest 1o many of the works In winelh be was encamad
before leaving the body, and be 1z able 1o help and
cheer al thmes many of lis former friends. ALl the
pathway iz filled  with interestine work which the’
Masler turns to good account for the helpimg of men
in those preat anpics in which their eveolution is pro-
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ceeding. But there are difficulties in this service which
are very great and those whose hearts are set upon the
opinion of the world need not expect to find.conditions
quite to their liking on the Path. But such people need
not fear that they will be prematurely placed upon it,
since the Masters do not choose men to enter this serviee
until they have entirely or almost entirely exhausted
such feelings us are concerned with dependence upon the
world’s opinion.

The great mujority of {heosophists eecupy themselves
outwardly wilh the affairs of the world, whatever they
may be. Inwardly they are thinking of their higher
duty or feeling the subile influences that come from
the higher spiritual realms, (W. V-H.)

Theosophy and Art. The fundamental principles of
art appear clearly from a study of Theosophy. Art in
all its many phases of musie, architecture, seulpture,
painling, the drama, is scen as so many ways of stating
iragments of the one truth, the true relation man bears
to Divinity. As science through her investigation of
Nature's laws helps a man to sce his relationeto the
whole by means of a trained and impersonal intelleet,
so art, when properly presented, appeals to a still higher
principle of consciousness in man, a divine Intuition.
To the Theosophist, the love of the beautiful becomes
one pathway to the higher life, and the light that is
thrown by Theosophy upon every phase of arlistie pro-
duction synthesizes ifs different expressions and shows
that, as through relivion we come to know God as
-Fternally Ilolv, as throngh secience we see ITim  as
Divine Law and Order, so through art He is seen as the
Infinitely Beautiful, (C. J.)

; IT—MAN AND HIS BODIES.

The Astral Plane. No one can get a clear conception
of the teachings of the Wisdom-Religion until he has at
least an intellectual grasp of the fact that in our
solar system there exist perfectly definite planes, each

12



THE PLANES OF NATURE

with 1ts own matter of #flerent Jdegrees of denaite, and
that some of 1hese plunes can be visited and observed
by persons who have gualificd themselves for the work,
exactly as 2 foreign conntry might be visited and ob-
served,

The names usvally given to these planes, taking them
i order of materiality, rising [rom the denser to the
finer, are the phyvsival, the astral, the mental or deva-
chanic, the buddhic, and the nirvanic,  Thgher than thi-
lasl are two others, b they are so lar above ony
prearnt power of eonception (hat for the momentl they
may be left oul of con<ideration, 1 shonld be undep-
stoosd that tle maller of ecach of these planes dilfers
from thal of the one below it in the sume way as, though
to o muech greater degree Chan, vapour diflers from solid
matier; in fact, the states of matter which we eall solul,
liguid, and gaseouws are mercly the three lowest subdi-
visions of the matter belonging {o this one physical
plane,

The astral reglon is the second of these great planes
of nature—ths next above (or within) that physical
world with v Hiel we are all familiar. Tt has often been
called the reci of ilusion——not that it s tself any more
lusory thew b phvsical world, but because of {lw
exireme unrelinbiblify of the Impressions bronght back
from it by the untrained seer. This 13 to be accounted
for mainly by tweo remarkable characteristios of the
asiral world fivsf that many of its inhabitants have a
nuirvelons power of changing their Torms with Proteacn
rapility, and  #i=o ol casting  practically  uanlimited
glhamour over thuse with whom they elwose Lo aport;
aidd sccondly, that sieht on that plane s a faculty very
dudterent frome and much more extended than phyaical
vision. Ao objeet i seen, as il were, from all siles at
onee, Che dnsnde of @ solid bheing as plaindy open Lo {1he
view o= the outsule: L is therefore obvious that ao in-
exprricnemd visilor to this pew world may well find
eonsuivrble dilticulty in understanding what he really

'II
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does see, and still more in #ranslating his vision into
the very inadequate language of ordinary speech.

In the case of a student of cccultism irained by a
capable Master such a mistake would be impossible
except through great hurry or carelessness, since such
a pupil has to go through a long and varied course of
instruction in this art of seeing correctly, the Master,
or perhaps some more advanced pupil, bringing before him
again and again all possible forms of illusion, and
asking him “What do yon see?” Any errors in his
answers are then corrected and {heir reasons explained,
until by degrees the ncophyte acquires a certainty and
confidence in dealing with the phenomena of the astral
plane which far excceds anything possible in physical
life.

But he has fo learn not only to see correctly but to
translate the memory of what he has seen accurately
from one plane {o the other; and to assist him in this
he is trained to carry his consciousness without break
irom the physical plane to the astral or devachanic and
back again, for until that can be done there iz always a
possibility that his recollections may be partially losi
or distorted during the blank interval which separates
his periods of censciousness on the various planes,
When the power of bringing over the consciousness is
perfectly acquired the pupil will have the advantage of
the use of all the astral faculties, not only while out of
his body during sleep or trance, bul also while fully
awake in ordinary physiecal life.

The astral plane lies next to our world of denser mat-
ter; it is usually in connection with it that our earliest
super-physical experiences take place. A knowledge of
this plane can only be obtained by clairvoyant vision, a
new sixth sense, a method of seeing without the use of
the physical eye. Those who can see with this vision
are able to observe the world of the astral plane, and
all who see fully agree that to attempt to call up a
vivid picture of this astral scenery before those whose

14
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eyes are as"yet unopened id like speaking to a blind man
of the exquisite variety of tints in a sunset sky—how-
ever detailed and elaboratg the description may be, there
is no certainty that the idea presented before the
hearer’s mind will be an adequate representation of the
truth.

There are certain sources of error in clairvoyant
vision which makes it possible for the possessor to see
the things of the plane inaccurately.

Bui in addition to these possible sources of error
matters are further complicated by the faet that this
higher sight cognizes forms of malter which, while still
purely physical, are mevertheless invisible under ordi-
nary conditions. Such, for example, are the particles
composing the atmosphere, all the various emanations
which are always being given out by everything ihat
has life, and alse four grades of a still finer order of
physical matter which, for want of more distinctive
names, must all be described as etherie. The latter
form a kind of system by themselves, freely interpen-
etrating all other physical matter.

Even when our imagination has fully grasped all that
is comprehended in what has already been said, we do
not yet understand half the complexity of the problem;
for besides all these new forms of physical matter we
have to deal with the still more numerous and perplex-
ing subdivisions of astral matter. We must note first
that every material object, every particle even, has its
astral counterpart, and this counterpart is itself not a
simple body, but is usually extremely complex, being
composed of various kinds of astra. matier. In addi-
tion to thias each living creature is surrounded with an
atmosphere of its own, usually called its aura, and in
the case of human beings this aura forms of itself a
very fascinating branch of study. It is seen as an oval
mass of luminous mist of highly complex structure, and,
from its shape haa sometimes been called the auric egg.
In regarding hia fellow-man he no longer seces only his
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outer appearance; almost exactly co-exiensive with that
physical body he clearly distingnishes the etheric
double; while the universal life-lluid as it is absorbed
and specialized, as it cireulates in rosy light throughont
the body, as it eventually radiates from the healthy
person in its altered form, is also perfectly obvious.

Most brilliant and most easily scen of all, perhaps,
though belonging to a more refined order of matter—
the astral—is that aure which expresses hy ils vivid
and ever-changing flashes of colour the ditferent desires
which sweep acress the man’s mind from moment to
moment. This is the true astral body,

Behind that, and consisting ol w finer grade of matter
avain—that of the form-levels of the devachanic plane—
lies the mental body or aura of the lower mind, whaose
colours, changing only by slow degrees as the man lives
his life, show the trend of his thoughts and the disposi-
tion and character of his personality; while still higher
and infinitely more beautiful, where at all clearly
developed, is the living light of the casual body, the
vehicle of the higher self, which shows the stage of
development of the real ego in ifs passage from birih
to birth. But to see these the pupil must, of course,
have developed the wvision of the levels to which they
belong.

It will save the sindent much trouble if he learns at
once to regard these aurns not as mere emanations, bul
as the actual manifestation of the ego on their respec-
tive planes—if he understands that it 1s the auric egg
which is the real man, not the physical body which on
this plane erystallizes in the middle of it. So-long as
she reincarnating ego remains upon the plane which is
bis true home in the formless levels, the wvehiele which
we inbabits is the causal body, but when he descends
into the form-levels he must, in order to be able fo
function upon them, clothe himseli in their matter;
amd the matter that he thus attraets to himself fur-
washes his devachanic or mind-body.
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THE AURA

Similarly, descending into the astral plane he forms
hiz asfral or desire-body out of 115 matter, thourh of
course slill retaining all® the other bodies, and on his
atill further descenlt to this lowest plane of all the
physical body is*formed in the midst of the auric ege,
which thus contains the entire man.

Though the astral aura from the brillianey of its
flashes of colour mav often be more conspicuons, Lhe
nerve-ether avd the etherwe doable are renlly of @ moueh
denser order of motter, beine within the limits of the
physieal plane, though invisible to ordgnary sight. LD
wo examine with psvehie facully the hody of a newly-
born child, we shall find il permeated not only by astral
matter of every deeree of density, bul also by the
several grades of etherie matier; amd it we take Lhe
trouble to trace these inner bodies backwards to their
oririn, we find that it i3 of the latter that the etherie
double— the mould upon which the physical body is
built up—1is formed by Lhe agents of the Tords of
karma; while the astral matter has been gathered to-
gether by the deseending ero, not of course consciously,
but antomatically, as ho passess through the astral
plane, (See Manual No, IV, p. 44.)

Into the composition of the etherie double st enter
somoething of all the different grades of etherie matter;
hut the proporfions may vary grveatly, and are deder-
mined by several factors. suell as the race, sub-race,
and type of a man, as well as by has individual karvmn,
When it 15 remembered that these four subdivisions of
matter are made up of numerous combinations, whish,
in themr furn, form agerceations that enter into the
composition of the “atom”™ of the so-called “element”
of the chemist, it will be seen that this double of man
15 highly eomplex, and the moomber of its possible varia-
lion practically infinite, so ihat, however complicate]
and uwnusual 4 man’s karma may be, those in wlaose
provinee sueh work falls arve able to give a would in
aceorvdanee with which a body exactly suitinge it can he
Tormaed.
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It will by this time he obvious that though, as above
stated, the ordinary c:hjuft.%'uf the physical world form
the background to life on certain levels of the astral
plane, yet so much more is seen of their real appear-
ance and characteristics that the general effect differs
widely from that with which we are familiar. For the
sake of illustration take a rock as an example of the
simpler class of objects, When regarded with trained
sight it is no mere inert mass of stome. First of all,
the whole of the physical matter of the rock is seen
instead of a very small part of it; sceondly, the vibra-
tions of its ph¥sical particles are pereeptible; thirdly,
it 15 seen to possess an astral counterpart composed
of various grades of astral matter, whose particles are
also in constant motion; fourthly, the universal life
is seen to be circulating through it and radiating from
it; fifthly, an aura will be seen &un'ruumling' it, though
thiz iz, of course, much lezs extended and varied than
in the ecase of the higher kingdoms; sixthly, its appro-
priate elemental essence 1s seen permeating it, ever
active but ever fluetuating. In the case of the vegetable,
animal, and human kingdoms, the complications are
naturally much more numerous, The first, second and
11551'.(_1 subdivisions of the Astral Plane, though oceupying
the same space, yet give the impression of being much
further removed from this physical world, and corre-
spondingly less material, Entities inhabiting these
levels lose sight of the earth and its belongings; they
are usually deeply self-absorbed, and to a large extent
create their own surroundings, though these are suffi-
ciently objeetive to be pereeplible to other entities and
also to clairvoyant vision. This region is beyond doubt
the “summerland” of which we hear so much at spirit-
ualistic scanees, and those who deseend from and
deseribe it no doubt speak the truth as far as their
knowledge extends. It is on these planes that “spirits”
call into temporary existenee their houses, schools, and
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THE AKASHIC RECORDS

cities, or these objecis are often real enough for the
time, though to a clearer, sight they may sometimeg be
pitiably unlike what their delighted creators suppose
them to be. Nevertheless, many of the imaginations
which take form there are of real though temporary
beauty, and a visitor who knew of nothing higher
might wander contentedly enough there among forests
and mountains, lovely lakes and pleasant flower-gardens,
which are at any rale much superior Lo anything in Lhe
physical world; or he might even eonstruet such sur-
roundings to suit his own fancies. The details of the
dilferences hetween these three higher sub-planes will
perhaps be more readily explicable when we come to
deal with their human inhabitants,

An account of the scenery of the astral plane wonld
be incomplete without some mention of what have
often, thought mistakenly, been called the Records of
the Astral Light., These records (which are in truth a
sort of materialization of the Divine memorv—a living
photographic representation of all that has ever hap-
‘pened) are really cand permanently impressed upon a
very much higher level, and are only reflected in a
more or less spasmodie manner on the astral plane, so
that one whose power of vision does not rise above
this will be likely to obtain only occasional and dis-
connected pictures of the past instead of a eoherent
narrative. DBut nevertheless these refleeted pictures of
all kinds of past events are constantly being repro-
duced in the astral world, and form an important part
of the surroundings of the investigator there.

Visitors to the Astral Plane. The men who manifest
themselves on the astral plane during physical life may
be subdivided into four classes:—

1. The Adept and his Pupils. Those belonging fo
this class usually employ as a vehicle not the astral-
body at all, but the mind-body, which is composed of the
matter of the four lower or rupa levels of the plane
next above, The advantage of this wvchiele is that it
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permits of instant puassage from the mental plane to
the astral and back, and allows of the use at all times
of "the greater power and keener sense of its own plane.

Whichever vehicle he is emploving, the man who is
introdueed to the asiral plane under the guidance of =
compelent teacher has always the fullest possible con-
sciousness there, and is able to function perfectly easily
upon all its subdivisicna.

2. The Psyvehicallv-developed Perason who is not under
the puidance of o Master., Such a person mayv or mav
not be spiritually developed, for the two forms of ad-
vancement do not necessarily go together. When a man
iz born with psychic powers it iz simply the result of
efforts made during a previous incarnation, which may
have been of the noblest and most unsclfish i.‘h'alt‘ﬂr-errJ
or on the other hand may have been ignorant and ill-
dirceted or even entirely unworlhy,

Such an ane will usually be perfecily eonscious when
out of the bhody, but for want of proper training is
iable to be preatly deceived as to what he sees, He will
aften be able to range through the different subdivisions
of the astral plane almost as fully as persons belonging
to the last eclass; but sometimes he is especially at-
tracied Lo some one division and rarely iravels bevond
its Influences.  His recolleciion of what he las seen
may vary aecording to the degree of his development
through all the stages from perfeet clearness to utter
diztartion er blanlk oblivion. He will appear alwavs in
this astral body, sinee Le does not know how to fune-
tion in the menial vehiele,

3. The Ordinary Person-—that is, the person without
any psvehie development--who floats about in his asiral
hody during sleep in a more or less unconscious condi-
tion.  In deep slumber the higher principles in their
asiral wehicle almost invariably withdraw from the
body, aml hover in its immediate neighbourhood, thoneh
in quite undeveloped persons they are practically almost
as muech asleep as the body is.

&
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TUE DENIZENS OF THE ASTRAL PLANE

All enltured people, belonvine to the higher races of
the world, have at the present time their astral senses
very fairly developed, s 'th:lt_. 1l they were sufliciently
aroused to examine the realities which surronnd themn
during sleep, Llu-:-." woull Le able to observe them and
learn much from them. DBut. in the vast majority of
cases, they are not so aroused, and (hev spend most
of their nizhts in a kind of brown study. pondering
deeply over whatever thought may have been upper-
most i their minds when they fell azloep,  They have
the astral facullies, but they seareelv use them: they
are certainly awuke on the astral plane, anl vet Ly
are not in the least awake {o the plune, and are conse-
quently conscious of iheir surroundings vinly  vory
vagruely, if at all,

Wlen such a man becomes a pupil of one of the Mas-
ters of Wisdom, he is usually at onee shaken oul of this
somnolent condition, fullv awakened to the realities
around him on that plane, and set to learn from them
and to work amone them, so that his hours of sleep
are no longer a blank, but are filled with active and
usceful oceupation without in the least interfering with
the healthy repose of the lired phyvsical body.  [(See
The Disciple’s Activities During Sleep.)

4. The Black Magician or bhis pupil. This class eor-
responds somewhat to the first except that the develop-
ment has been for evil instead of good, and the powers
acquired are used for purely selfish purposes instead of
for the benefit of humanity,

Astral Inhabitants. The human inhabitants of the
astral plane who are “dead” may be subdivided into
several classes, To begin with, of course, this very
word “dead” is an absurd misnomer. as mosi of 1o
entitics classified under {his heading are as Fully alive
as we are ourselves—often distinetly more so: so e
term must be understood simply as meaning those who
aree for the time unatiached 1o a physieal hody,

L. The Nirmanakaya. This elass is just mentioned
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L

in order to make the catalogue complete, but it is of
course veryv rarely imdecd that so exalied a being man-
iests himsell upon so low a plane as this, When for
any reason connected with his sublime work e found
it desirable to do so, he wounld probably ercate a tem-
porary asiral body for the purpose from the atomie
matter of the plane, just as the Adept i the mind-body
would do, simply bheeause his more refined vesture would
be invisible {o astral sizht,

2. The Pupt] awaiting reinearnation, When a pupil
who has decided 1o do tlas dica, he simply steps oul aof
hig DLoly, a= he has often done before, and waits upon
the astral plane until a suitable reincarnation can be
arranged for him by his Master,

3. The Ordinary Person afier death, Needless to
gay, this elass is millions of times larger than those of
which we have spoken, and the character and condi-
tion of its members vary within extremely wide limils.
Within similarly wide limits may vary also the lenzth
of their lives upon the astral plane, for while there are
those who pass only a few davs or hours there, others
remain upon this level for many years and cven cen-
turles, ' '

A man who has led a good and pure life, whose sirong-
est feelings and aspiration have Dbeon unselfish and
gpiritual, will have no attraction {o Lhis plane, and will,
if entirely left alone, find little to keep him upon it, or
to awalen him into aclivity even during the compara-
tively shord period of his stayv.  For it must be under-
gtood thal alter death the true man is willidrawine into
himselt, and just as at the first step of thatl process he
citsls ol the physical body, and almozt directiy after-
wards the etherie double, so 10 15 infended 1hat bie should
as =non as possible enst off also the astral or desire
Lindy, and pass 1oto the Tieaven-world, where alone his
spiriiual aspirations can begr their perfect fruit,

Lvery one afier deatls has {o pass throuzh all the
sutbnlivisions of 1lhe astral plane on his way Lo the

(A,



THE SUB-PLANES OF THE ASTRAL WWORLD

heaven-world, thonsh it must not be inderred that he
will be conscious upon all,of them,

Thi m'll:-.: persoms whda would normally awak® 1o con-
geicianess on the, lowest level of the astral plane are
those. whose desires are gross aml brotai—dbronkards,
sensualists, and such ke, There they wouli remain for
a period proportioned {o the strengih of thelr destres.

The ovidinarily decent man wohillld probubly have Ticlle
to detnin him on Ahat sevenths sul-phasey buloab las
cliiel desires and thouchts had eentered o mere worllly
ailaira, he wonhl he Rkely to find himaelf i the sixih
subidivision, still hoveringe aboul the places wd personi
with which he was mosl eloscly eonnected while on
earth. The fifth and 1the fonrth sub-plines are of simn-
ilar character, exeept that as wo rise Lhvongh Lthem mere
carthly associations appear to heeome ol Tess amd liss
importance, amd the departed tends more and more to
monld his surroumndines inte acreement with the more
persistent of his thougrhls,

By the time we el to {he third sub-division we find
that {his characteristic has entirely superseded the
vision of the realitics of the plane: for here the people
are living in imaginary eities ol itheir owne not, of
course, each evolved enlively by Lis own thought, as in
the heaven-world, bt inheritine and  soding 1o the
siructures ereeled by the thonghts of their prodesessors,
Here it is that the churchies and schools and dwellines
in the summerland,” g0 often deseribed at spivitnalisrie
gseaners, are to be Toumd; theneh they wonld often =eemn
el Tess real and mooch less magndicent 1o an unprejo-
dived living observer than they are 1o their delichio]
creatora,

The second sub-plane seems eapecinlly the habitar of
the sellish or un=pimitaal relivionist s here e wears 1
golden crown and worships s own grossly materind -

representation of {he pactienlar deity of his connrey andd
timwe. The highest sublivision appears to he specindly
appropriated 1o those who during 1ife ave  devote]
.'_;ull'i
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themselves to materialistic but intellectnal pursuiis,
following them not for the sake of beneliting their
fellow-meen thereby, but either from motives of scliish
ambition or simply for the sake of intellectual exercise.
Huch persons will often remain upon this level for many
years—happy enough indeed in working out their inlel
lectual problems, but doing no good to any one, and
making but little progress on their way towards the
heaven-world.

In the caze of a thoroughly spiritvally-minded peraon,
before death, attraction to life in the astral world will
have been destroyed, and the result would be a prac-
tically instantancous passage through this plane, =0
that conscionsness would be recovered for the first time
in the heaven-world,

4, The Shade. When the astral life of the person is
over, as before stated, he passes inlo the devachanic
condition. But just as when he dies to this plane he
leaves his physical body behind him, so when he dies
tc the astral plane he leaves a disintegrating asiral body
behind him. It iz not in any sense the real individual
at all, for he has passed away into the heaven-world;
but meverthelesa, it not only bears his exact personal
appearance, but possesses his memory and all his litile
idiosyncrasies, and may, thefore, very readily be mis-
taken for him, as indeed it frequently i1s at seances.

5. The Shell. This 13 absolutely the mere astral
corpse in the later stages of its disintegration, every
particle of the mind having left it, It 13 entirely with-
cut any kind of consciousness or intelligence, and is
drifted passively about upon the astral currents just as
a cloud might be awept in any direction by a passing
brecze: but even wet it may be galvanized for a Jfew
moments inle a ghaslly lﬁ:rlf:-:;quf: of life 1f it happens
to come within reach of a medium’s aura.

6. The Vitalized Shell. This entity ought not,
strietly  speaking, to be classified under the head
“human’ at all, since it i3 emnly its outer veature, the
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'
passive, senseless slell, that was once an appanage of
humanity; such life, intellizence, desire, and will as 1L
may possess are those of the artificial elemental animat-
g i, and that, though in terrible truth a ereation of
man's evil thought, is not itseli Luman.

Let it suffice here to mention that it is alwayvs a
malevolent being—a true lempting demon, whose evil
imfluence is Imited only by the extent of its power.

7. The Sulende and the vietim of swllen death. A
min wWho 1s lern from physicul life horriedly while in
Tull health and strenglh, wheter by aceident o suieide,
linds himself upon Lthe astral plane in full consciousness,
and usually remaims there for the length of lime equal
to that during which his karma would have required
him to live in physical plane life had it not been for the
aceldent or suieide,

Non-Human Inhabitants. Among the many and
varied non-human inhabitants of the astral plane are:—

The Astral Bodies of Animals. This is an extremely
large class, yet it docs not ocenpy a particularly im-
portant position on the astral plane, since its members
usually stay there bul a very short lime.

The animal has a real existenee on the astral plane,
the length of which, though never great, varies accord-
ing to the intellivence which it has developed.,  In most
cases 1t does not seem to be more than dreamily con-
geious, but appears perfectly happy,

Nature Spirits. In popular language they are knewn
by many names--fairies, pixies, clves, brownies, perts,
djinns, trolls, satyrs, fuunsg, kobolds, imps, gobling, zood
peaple, &e. The Adept knows how to make use of the
services of {the nalure-spirits when he requires them,
but the ordinary magician can obtain their assistance
only by processes either of invecation or evocation-—
that is, either by attracting their aticention as a sup-
pliant and making some kind of bargain with them, or
by endeavouring to set in motion influenees which would
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compel their ohedience. Toth methaods are extromely un-
desirable, and the latter 1s also excessively dangerous,
as ihe aperator would arouse a determined hostility
which might prove fatal to him. Needless fo say, no
one studying occeultismm under o qualificd Master would
ever be permitted to attempt anything of the kind at
all.,

The Devas, The higheal system of evalution con-
necled with this earth, so Tar as we Lkoow, 18 that of (he
beings whom ITindus eall the devas, and who have
clsewhere Deen spoken @ as angels, sons of God, &e
They may, in fact, be regarded as a kingdom lying next
above humanity, in the same wayv as hamanity in turn
lies next above the animal kingdem, but with this im-
portant difference, that while for an animal there 1s
no possibility of evolutlion (so Tar as we know) through
any kingdom but the human, man, when he attains a
certaan high level, findas various paths of advancement
opening before him, of which this great deva evolution
iz oily one,

The attention of Devas can be atiracted by certain
mugical avocalions, but the only human will which can
dominate theirs 13 that of a certamn high elass of
Adepis.  As a rule they seem scarcely conscions of us
on our phyvsical plane, but it does now and then happen
that one of them becomes aware of =ome human difli-
cully which excites his pily, and he perhaps renders
some assistance, just as any of us wonld iry to help an
animal that we =aw in {rouble. DBut it is well under-
stood among them thal anvy mierference o human
affairs al the present stage is likely lo do far more
harm than good.,

Tlementals formed uneonsciouzly.,  The elemental ea-
senee Which surrounds us on every side Is in all its
numberless varietics singolarly susceptible to the in-
fluenee of hmman thonehi,  The action of {the mere
i wandering ®Lhourhl upon it ecauses it to burst
into a cloud of rapidlv-moving, evanescent forms; but
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when the human mind formulates a definite, purposeful
thought or wish, the etfect produced 1s of the most
striking nature. The thought seizes upon the plastic
essence, and moulds it instantly into a living being of
appropriate form-—a being which when onee thus created
13 1n no way under the control of ils creator, but lives
out a life of 1ls own, the length of which is propor-
tionate to the intensity of the thought or wislh which
called it into existence.

Astral Phenomena. A stwly of the lawa governing
life in the astrul world gives the clue to many o strange
phenomencn, 10 a ghosl 1s seeh hovering aboul @ grave
it i3 probably the etherie shell of a newly-burled per-
son, though it may be the asiral body of a living man
haunting in sleep the tomb of o {riend; or again, 16 uy
be a materialized thourht-form—tlat 13, an artilivial,
ciemental ercated by the energy with which a man
thinks of himseli as present av that partiemlar spot.
These varieties would be easily distingfishable one from
the olher by any one accustomed to use astral vision,
but an unpracticed person would be quite likely to eall
them all vaguely “ghosts.”

Apparitions at the time of death are by no means
uncommon, and are very often really visits paid by the
astral form of the dying man just before what we
elect 1o call the moment of dissolution; thourh here
arain Lhey are gquite likely to be thouoshi-forms ealled
into being by his earnest wish to see some friend onee
more hefore e passes into an unfamiliar eondition,
There are some instances in which the visil is paid jusd
after the moment of deatl instead of just before, and
in auch a case the visitor s really o chost: bol for
varions eausez this form ol apparilion is far less {re-
quent. than {he other,

Apparitions af the spot where some erime was com-
mitied are usuadly thonght-forms projected by the erim-
inal, who, whether living or dead, bnte most especially
whoen dead, is perpetunlly thinkinge over again and again
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the circumstances of his action, Sinee these thoughts
are naturally specially vivid in his mind on the anni-*
versary of the original crime, it is often only on that
occasion that the artificial elementals which he ereates
are strong enough to materialize themselves to ordinary
sight—a fact which accounts for the periodicity of some
manifestations of this class.

Another point in reference to such phenomena is, that
wherever any tremendous mental disturbance has taken
place, wherever overwhelming {error, pain, sorrow,
hatred, or indeed any kind of intense passion has been
felt, an impression of s0 very marked a character has
been made upon the astral light that a person with even
the faintest glimmer of psychic faculty ecannot but be
deeply impressed by it.

The family ghost, whom we pgenerally find in the
stock stories of the supernatural as an appanage of the
feudal castle, may be either a thought-form or an un-
usually vivid impression in the astral light, or again he
may really be an earth-bound ancestor still haunting
the scenes in which his thoughts and hopes centered
during life.

Another class of hauntings which take the form of
bell-ringing, stone-throwing, or the breaking of crockery,
has already been referred to, and is almost invariably
the work of elemental forces, either set blindly in
motion by the clumsy efforts of an ignorant person try-
ing to attract the attention of his surviving friends, or
intentionally employed by some childishly mischievous
nature-spirit. '

The nature-spirits are also responsible for whatever
of truth there may be in all the strange fairy stories
which are so commeon in certain parts of the country.
Sometimes a temporary accession of clairvoyance, which
is by no means uncommon among the inhabitants of
lonely mountainous regions, enables some belated way-
farer to watch their joyous gambols; sometimes strange
tricks are played upon some terrified victim, and a
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glamour is cast over him, making him, for example,
see houses and people where he knows none really exist.
And this.is frequently v mere mowmentary delusion, for
& man will sometimes go throngh quite a long series of
imaginary but most striking adventures, and then sud-
denfy find that all his brilliant surroundings have van-
ished in a moment, leaving him standing in some lonely
valley or on some wind-swept plain. On the ofler hand,
it is by no means safe to accept as founded on fact all
the pepular legends on (he subject, for the STOSS05(
superarition 1s often mineled with the theories of e
peasantry aboul (hese hieings,

To the same entitics must he attribuied = larae por-
tion of what arerealled phvsical phenomena at spirit-
ualistic seances—indecd, many a seance has been Uiver
entirely by these mischievous erentures.  Such a perlorin-
ance might casily include miany very striking items, sucl
as the answering of questions and delivery of pretende]
messages by raps or tilts, the exhibition of Hapirit
lights,” the apport of objeets from a distance, the pead.
ing of thoughis which were in the mind of ANy person
present, thé precipitation of writings or drawines, and
even materializations.

In fact, the nature-spirits alone. if any ot them hap-
pened to be disposed to take the tronthie, could give a
scance equal to the most wonderiul of which we read:
for though there may be certain phenomena which thex
would not find it cusv to repraduce, their marvelons
power of glimour would enable them without difliculiy
to persuade the entire eirele that these phenomena al<a
had duly oceurred- unless, indecd, there were present
& trained observer who understoed their arts and kiew
how to defeal them. As g seneral rule, whenever siily
tricks or practical jokes are played at a seance, we may
infer the presence either of law-class nature-spiriis, or
of human beings who were of a sufficiently desraded
type to find pleasure in such idiotic performances dur-
ingr life,
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To understand the methods by which a large class of
phenomena are produeed, it is necessary 1o have some
comprehension of the various resources whiclr 4 person
functioning on the astral plane finds at his command;
the mere possession of astral vision by a being would
at onece account for his capability to produce many re-
sults that scem very wonderful to us—such, for ex-
ample, as the reading of a passage from a closed book;
and when we remember, furthermore, that this laculty
imciudes the power of thought-reading lo the fullest
extent, and also, when combined with the kpowledpye
oi the projection of currents in the astral liglhi, that
of observing a desired objeet in almost any part of the
world, we see that a good many of the phenomena of
clirvoyancee are explicable even without rising above
this level.

True, trained, and abschitely reliable clairvovance
calls into operation an enlirely dillerent set of facul-
ties, but as these belong to a higher plane than the
astral, they form no purt of our present subject. The
faculty of accurate prevision, again, appertains alto-
gether to that higher plane, yet flashes or reflections of
it frequently show themselves to purely astral sight,
more especially among simple-minded people who live
utder snitable conditions-—what is ealled “second-sicht”
among the Highlanders of Scotland being a well-known
example,

[t will be readily understood that  superphysical
iorces and the methods of managing them are not sub.
Jeets about which much can be written for publication at
present, though there is reason o suppose that it may
not be very long before at any rate some applications
of one or two of them come to be known to the world
al large,

irst, there are great etheric currents constantiv
steeping over the surface of the carth from pele to
po.e In volume which makes their power as irresistibls
as that of the rising tide, and there are mathods LY
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which this’ stupendous force may be safely ulilized,
though unskiliul attempts to control it would be franght
with frightiul danger. .

HEEDHLU:E:', there 13 what can best be deseribed as an
etheric pressure,, somewhat corresponding to, though
immbnsely greater than, Lhie atmospherie pressure,  In
ordinary life we are as little conscious of one ol (hese
pressures as we arve of the other, but nevertheless they
both exist, and if science were able to exhatdse the ethur
form a given spuce, as 1t can exhaust Che air, (he oue
could be proved as readily ws Lthe olher, The difluealty
of doing that lies in the faet that matter in the etherio
condition frecly interpencirates matier in all slates
below it, so Lhal there s as vel no means within the
knowledre of our physicists by which any given hody
of ether can be isolated from the rest. Practieal Oveult-
ism, however, teaches how {his can be done, and thus
the tremendous force of etheric pressure can bre hrought
into play.

Thirdly, there is a vast stere of potential encroy
which has beeome dormant in matier durlng the mvolu-
tion of the subtle inlo ihe gross, amd by enanging the
condition of the matter some of this may be liberated
and utilized, somewhat as latent cnerzy o the form
of heat may be liberated by a change in the eondition
of visible maftier.

Fourthly, many striking results, Lioth great and small,
may be produced by an extension of a principle which
may be described as that of sympathetic vibration.

Since it 1s possible by an alteration of vibrations to
change matter from the solid Lo the elherie eondition, it
will be comprehended {that it is also possible to reverse
the process and to bring etheric matier into the solu
gtate, As the one process explains the phenomenon of
disintegration, so does the other that of materialization;
and just as in the former case 4 conlinned effort of will
i3 necessary to prevent the object from resuming its
original state, so in exactly the same way in the latter
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phenomenon a continued effort is necessary to prevent
the materiali’ed matter from relapsing into the etherie
condition, , »

In the niaterializations seen at an ordinary seance,
such matter as may be required is borrowed as far as
possible from the medium’s etheric double-—an operation
which is prejudicial to his health, and also undesirable
in various other ways, Thus is explained the fact that
the materidlized form 15 usually strietly confined {o
the immediate neighbourhood of the medinm, and is
subject to an attraction which is constantly drawing il
back to the body from which it came, so that if kept
away from the medinm too long the figure collapses,
and the matlier which composed it, returning to the
etnerie condition, rushes back instantly to its source.

In some cases there js no doubt that dense and visible
physical matter also is temporarily removed from the
body of the medium, however difficult it may be for us
to realize the possibility of such a transfer.

The reason why the beings directing a seance find it
easier to operale in darkness or in very subdued light
will now be manifest, since their power would usually
be insufficient to hold together-a materialized form or
even a “spirit hand” for more than a very few seconds
amidst the intense vibrations set up vy brilliant light.

Materializations are of three , kinds:—First, those
which are tangible bot not visioe; second, those which
are visible but not tangible; and third, those which are
both visible and tangible, To the first kind, which is
much the most common, belong the invisible spirit
hands which so frequently strole the faces of the sit-
ters or carry small objeets about the room, and the
voceal organs from which the “direct voice” proceeds,
In this case, an order of matter is being used which
can neither reflect nor obstruet light, but which is
eapable under certain conditions of setting up vibrations
in the atmosphere which aiffect us as sound.

A variation of this class is that kind of partial
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.
materialization which, theugh in‘ r& fféet]
any light that we can see, 15 yet\ble 1 ’Lliutq‘xf?fuf- [;f
the ultra-vialet rays, and cdn thered xe“mah{aqﬁmurr& or
less definite impression upon LJ1e CAThETI, 1@“1,_"3% Tum_—._
vide us with what nre known as “spirit plmtufﬁﬁp 13,

When there is not suflicient power available Lo pmv
duce a perfect materialization “we sometimes gt Lhe
vaporous-iooking  form  which constilutes opr second
cinss, and in such o case the “spivirs” wsually warn their
sitters  that the formes which appesy wmust not be
tonched,  In the rarer ease of o full matervializaiion
there is sullicient power to hold togelher, al least for a
few momints, a form which ean be Lotk seen gnd
touched.

Another phenomenon closely connecled with {his part
of the subject is that of reduplication, which is pro-
“duced by simply forming a perfect mental image of the
object to be copied, and then gathering about that mould
the necessary astral and physical matter, Of course for
this purpose it is neeessary that every partiele, interior
as well as exterior, of the cbject to be duplicated should
be held aecurately in view simultancously, and conse-
quently the plienomenon s one which reguires consid-
erable power of concenlration to perform. Persons un-
able to extract the matter required directly from the
surrounding ether have sometimes horrowed it from the
material of the original article, which in this caze would
be eorrespondingly reduced in weight,

The precipitation of letrers or pictures, like everything
else, may be oblained in several wavs, An Adept wish-
ing to communieate with some one might place a sheet
of paper Lefere him, form a mental image of the writ-
ing which he wished to appear upon it, and draw from
the cther the matter wherewith 1o objectify that im-
age; or il he preferred to do so it would be equally vasy
[or him lo produce the swme result upon a sheet of
pnpm [¥ing before his correspondent, whatever might

¢ the distance hetween them,

"
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A third method which, since if saves time, is much
more frequently adopted, is to impress the whole sub-
slance of the letter on the mind of som2 pupil, and
leve him fo do the mechanieal work of precipitation.
Fhat pupil would then take his sheet of paper, and,
imaygining he saw the lt‘llfl‘ written thereon in his Mas-
ter's hand, would proteed to objectify ihe writing aa
hefore Iiif'ﬁ-l"l'll_]f:'d If he found it Wiilicult to perform
simultancously the two operations of draw ing his ma-
terindl frome the surrounding siheor and PI‘I."'L"h]_‘.Iff,._i_tlﬂl‘F {lie
writing on the puper, e might have either ordinary ink
or onosmall quantity of colonred powder on the talle
bostide hitn, wlieh, being already dense matter, could be
drawn upon more readily,

As to speed, a pupil new to the work of precipitation
would probably be able to imare only a few words at a
time, and would, therefore, get on hardly more rapidly
Lhan if he wrote lis letter in the ordinary way, but a
more experienced individual who ecould visualize a whole
page or perhaps the entire letter at onee would el
through his work with greater facility. "It i in this
manner that quite long letters are sometimes produced
in a few seconds at a seance, ' -

When a pieture has to be precipitated the mothod is
precisely the same, except thal here it is dbm}lut{:l}
necessary that the eniire scene should be visnalized ac
once, and il many colours are required there iz the
ahditional complication of manufacturing them, kKeeping
thrm separate, and reproducing accurately the exact
tints of the scene to be represcnted. Evidently there
is seape here for the oxercise of the arfistie faculty, an
It must not he -1:]1t‘.|uw{..1 that every inhabitant of the
astral plane could by this method produce an eqQua Ly
Lood pieture; a man who had been a great artist in life,
and had therefore learnt how to see and what to look
for, would certainly be very much more snecessiul than
the ordinary person if he attempted precipitation when
on the astral plane afier death.
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~ ‘The slate-writing, for the production of which under
test conditions some of the greatest mediums have been
80 famous,” is somctimes  produced by precipitation,
though more frequently the fragment of peneil en-
.closed between {he slates is guided by a spirit hand, of
which only just the tiny points sufficient to grasp it
are wmaterialized.

An  oceurrenee  which  oceasionally tokes place at
seances, and more frequently among Eastern Yogis, is
what is ealled levitution  that is, the {floating of a huwan
body in the air. No doubl when this takes place in
the case of o medium, he if often simply upborne by
“spirit hands” but there is another and more scientifie
method of accomplishing this feat whick is always unsed
in the East, and occasionally here also. Oceult seienee
s acquamted with a means of neutralizing ovr even
entirely reversing the attraction of pravity, and il is
obvious that by the judicious use of this power all the
- phenomena of levitation may be easily produced. It
was no doubt by a knowledge of this secret that some of
the air-ships of ancient India and Atlantis were raisod
from the earth and made light encugh to be readily
rmoved as directed: and not improbably the same ac-

uaintanee with nature's finer forees greatly facilitated

he labours of those who raised the enormous blocks
of stone sometimes used in eyelopean architecture, or
in the building of the Pyramids and Stopehengre.

It i3 by the aid of the etherie elemental essence also
that the remarkable feat of handling fire unhiarmed is
generally performed, though there are as usunl other .
ways in which it can be done. The thinnest layer of
etherie substanee can be so manipulated as 1o be abzo-
ltely impervious to heal, and when the band of w
medium or sitter 18 covered with this he mav pick up
“burning coal or red-hot iron with perfect safety.* '

*These fucta about the astral world have been taken
almost bodily from the elasaical little book by Mr. C. W,
Leadbeater, ""The Astral Plane™

1
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The Heaven World is the mental or thought-plane
wurld next beyond the astral plane and one step nearer
the true source of being or the world of heaven. In its
Ligher part the ego has consciousness in ihe causal
body. This is his true home, whencee, “{railing clouds
of clory,” he sueccessively puts on hLis marments of mind
body, astral body, and physical body in inearnation.
Wlen the experiences apporticned by the Lords of
Karma for the incarnation have been gained in the
earthiy life and the physieal body is cast of, a similar
process oveurs in the astral body arter a period of life
it the astral worid of & few hours, days, months, or
years, according to ihe life lived on earth.

Death, from the stand-point of the epo, is the ad-
Jusiment of the forus of conseiousness from the things
of ihe physical to those of the astral, and then ie those
of the leaven world. The states of consciousness and
happiness in this period of the ego’s evolution are sym-.
holically desoribed in the various stories of heaven to
he found in all the great relicions,  All have a certain
basis of fact whicl iz as follows.

Larough every particle of this heaven worll matter
and at every moment of time the beauty, intense happi-
negs, and inspiration of the personality of the Logos i#
flashing. Tt ig the Tdeal World of Plaio’s imagination,
te be in touch with which i3 to be happy bevond the
dream of mortal mind. All egos live surrounded by this
splendour and beauty, which can be sensed Ly the cgos

even In the heaven-life when unencumbered by Lhe
lower bodies only in so far as they are developed and
are consciously, with love and knowledee, dlentifying
their motive, their aspiration and their thoughi wilh the
will of the Logos. Tt is easiest for the coo to rain ihe
experience needed in order to reach tuis level of evolu-
tion by coming into fouch with other eros in their
Fimited expressions as personalitics on carth. In so far
as throngh hinks he forins with them he understands the
true principle of his being, he learns a little of ihe possi-
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hilities of Jife in his home of heaven by gelf-saerifice
ol altruism in this kindergar.en of life of the physical
world, Each altrnistic guality he developes within hiam-
gelf is like *a window through which he can look in the
‘heaven world intorthe fulness of life of the Logos.

Al men, irrespective of race, ereed, sex, caste oF
colour, are opening windows within {hiemaclvesy i a
thousand and one ways in so far as they forget them-
selves in thinking and planning service for ollers. This
other may bhe God and Tle may be loved as Allah,
Vishnu or Shiva, or Christ; the olher may be hushani,
wile, ehild or friend. It may he a preat ideal work in
the fielda of philunthrepy, literature, selenes or arl,
Fach form of dedication io something nol curselves 1
a window we are opening to the life and ingpiration of
the Logos. '

While we live on earth, all our dreams of dedication,
the ideal happiness we plan, cannot be realized owing

+ to the inevitable conditions of physical life; but whaon
the astral plane life is over, the ego has a life m the
heaven world, and all these dreams of ideal happiness
are felt by bim intensified a thousand fold, aml now
with every possibility of realization. The Lomos mives
to each man his heaven. The Christian is happy in

“ecommunion with Christ and the Virgin Mary or the
gainls; the Buddbist lives happy in the inspiratiom of
the personality of the Buddha, and the Hindu lives with
Krishna and Rama and the Gods of his pantheon; the
philosopher 1+ intensely happy in working out as ho
never could before the problems of existenee;  the
husician makes music undreamt of by Becthoven; the
reientist revels in the discovery Cof  wonderful new
natural iruilis; the simple-minded soul that was only
capable of gentle affection to wife and elild lves wilh
them, realizing and enacting all that he meant to do
for them and failed.

According to the eapacity developed by the ego in the
life on earth is the length of his life in this heaven of
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the mental world, It may vary from a few dozen vears
in the case of a cliid personality that dics young, 1o
twenty eenturies and more when the life that is closd
has been a long one of great sacrifice and aspiration,

When this period comes to an ewd the ego is betier
eqquipped than ever {o live the real life.  Aspirations
have been transmunted into eapacities, experiences hoave
bren grouped into laws and concepts. But yet there is
muech work {o do: the fulness of life thal awaits him
15 infinitely greater siill, and to qualify himself 1o Kuow
more aof that Jife, to open new winmlows in himselr, Lo
desvends onee agaln into the lower realms; he reons
carnates, returning to reap whai he has sown in past
lives, fo sow in goadness amd virtue what he shall reap
g0,

Thought-forms. When man thinks, the result of thn
aelion 18 exprossed in a definite “thousht™ whivh iz made
up ol atomic or will-plane matter which Lholla fovether
the ether of the mental plane io the formation of a
“thourht form” more or less definite 1 characler. Mrs,
Annie Besant and My, 0 W, Leadbeater® say;

“This thought-form may not jnaptly be compared loa
Leawiden Jar, the coating of living essence being symbol
bzed by the jar, and the thought encrgy by the charge
of eleciricity, It the man's thought or feelinge is di-
rectly  connected  with =omeone  else, the vesultant
thowrht-Torm  moves towards that person and dis-
charges it=elf upon hiz astral and mencal bhodies, I
the wman's thought is about himself, or is based upon a
personal feeling, as the vast malority of thowrhts are,
It hovers round its erentor and is alwavs ready (o react
upen hiin whenever Le is for o monent in oo passive
condition. For example, o man who vields himseit 1o
thonghds of tnpuriiy mav foroet about them while
e bs engaped In the daily routine of business, even
thovoh the rezuitanl forms are bhanginge round him in 2

*“I'lought-Torins,
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heavy cloud, beeanse his attention is otherwise directed
and his astral body is therefore not impressable by any
other rale of vibration than its own. When, howoever,
the marked vibration slackens and the man rests after
his labors and leaves his mind Mank as regards definite
Lhougrht he is very likely to feel the vibration of im-
purity stealing inaidiously upon him. If (he conscious-
ness of the man be to any exbent awaliened, he mav
perecive this and ery out that he is being temnpted by
the devily yet the troth is that the temptalion is from
without only in appearance, sinee 1t i3 pothing bul tae
natural reaction upon him of his own thouphl forms.
Fach man travels through spaee enclosed within o cace
of his own building, surronnded by a mass of the forms
ercated by his habitual thoughts, Throvgh this medinm
he looks out upon the world, and naturally he sces
everyihing tinged with ils predominant colors, and all
rates of vibration which reach him from withoul are
more or less modified by its rufe. Thus until the man
learns complete control of thought and feeling, he sec:
nothing as it really is, sinee all his observations nmst
be made throueh {1ds mediom, which distoris and color-
everything like hadly-made glass,

“Tied of all shades, from lurid brick-red te brilliani
searlet, mlicates anger; brutal avger will show  as
flashes of lurid red from dark brown clowds, while the
anger of “noble indignation™ is o vivid searlet, by no
means  unbeautiful, though it gives an unpleazant
thrill: a particularly dark and unpleasant red, almos
exitetly the color called dracon’s blood, shows animal
passien and sensual desire of various kinds, -

“UClear brown (almost burnt sienna) shows avariee:
hard doll brown-grev is g sien of selfishness—a color
which 13 indead painfully commons; deep heavy  grey
signifies depression, while a livid pale grey is aszociared
with fear; grev-green iz a simmal of deecit, while brown.
ish-green (n=ually {lecked wilh poinis and flashes of
searlet) betokens jenlousy,
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“Green seems alwayse to denote wloptability; in the
lewest case, when mingled with sellishness, tis adapta-
bility becomnes deceit; at a liter stage, when the color
becomes purer, it means rather the wish to be ail things
to all men, even though it may be chicdy for the zake of
hecoming popular, and hearing & good reputarion with
Lhem in s still hicher, more delicate amnd more lam-
inous aspeetl, it shows {he divine power of sympathy,

“Affeclion expresses tzelf in all shadea of ernmson and
rose; 4 tull elear carmine means o sirong healthy af-
feetion of normal types if stainad heaviy with browe-
grev, a selbish amd prasping fecling s indicated, while
pure pale rose marks that absolutely unszelfish love
which s possible only fo high natures; it passes from
the dull erimson of animal love to the most exguisite
~hiudes of delicate rose, like the early flushes of the
dawning, as the love becomes purified from all sellish
Dements, and flows out in wider and wider civcles of
cinerous nepersonal tenderness and compassion to all
who are in need. With a touch of the blue of devolion
it this may express a strong realisation of the uni-
versal brotherhood of humanity,

“Deep orange imports pride or ambition, and tae vari-
ous shades of yellow denote intellect or intelleetual
cratification, dull yellow ochre implving the direetion
of such facully to sellish purpeses, while clear gamboge
shows o distinetly Lhigher tvpe, and pale luminous prim-
rose yellow 15 a sion of the bighest and most unscelfish
i=e of intelleetual power, the pure reason directed to
spiritual ends,

“The different shades of blue all indieate religious
Feeline,  awd rance throuwsh all hues from the dark
brown-hlue of seliish devolion, or the pallil crev-blue
ol fetish-worship tinged with fear, up to the rich deep
ciear color ol heartfelt adoration, amdl the Dbeautifnl
oitle axure of that bhichest form which implies self-
renuneiation and union with the divine: the devotional
thought of an unselfish heart 15 very lovely in color,
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like the deep Dlue of & smmmer kv, Through sach
clouds of blue will otten shine out zoblen stars of greal
brillinney, darting upwardt like a shower of sparks. A
mixture of allection aml devotion is manifested by a
tint. of violel, and the more delicate shades of 1his -
varianhly show the capacity of absorbing aml responding
to o high and beautitel adeal. The brilliuney and depih
of Lhe colors are nsnally o measure of the streogeth o
the aelivity of the leeling™

The Bueddhic Plane. During the long ares of evaolu-
tiwon (he ego lives in his caos=al body in the higher part
ol the menial plane.  In this vehicle he translates all
experiences of his personalitivs o terms of aniversal
law.  He still relains the consciousness of himseld aa
separate from his fellow men. e koows, however, in
theory, that all souls ave rooted in God and that there
18 a4 unity binding them all together.

[t 13, however, when the eco learns to foeus his con-
seiousness in the next higlier world, the Buddhie plane,
that his conceplion of life once again is modificd,  On
this plane “ull limitations hegin Lo fall awav, and 1he
consciousness of nwn expands until he realizes, no loneer
in theory only, but by absolute expericnee, fhat {he
conariousness of his fellows 12 inelhaded within his own,
and he feels and knows and experiences with an abso-
[ute perfeetion of syvmpat iy all that is in them, beeansae
1t 35 In reality a part of hnmself.”™* Al thoze he loves
no longer exist outside his conscionsness, hut they live
within him, and so he understands every thoueht and
feeling of Aleirs in a new way.  lie retaing Tully his .
cwit personal memaories, and vetl, at the same thue, jn
ways  uol deseribable o owords, his friend  anmd the
riend’s experienes are a part of his own,

The cgo, in fryvine to understand another from Lhe
buddhic plane, knows him from within, forether with
his past, present and future, anmd nol from witboat, -

a1+

Lewdbeator, “The Devaelanic Plane,
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for he livea as a part of the ego’s consciousness,

Nirvana i3z the next world beyond the Buddhie plane,
{that realm of nature so often deseribed i Jndian re-
lirious writings, In exoterie Buddlism, owing to its de-
parture from the Wisdom Religion, Nirvana is often ex-
pounded us o eessation of the dividual consclonsness,
and therefore 1o he described as anunihilation,  The
Theosophical coneeption is quite the reverse and i3 the
cotvepiion ol esnterie Buddhism,

Tf the conscion=nes=s of {he cro, working on the Bad-
dhie plane, senses the falling away of barriervs between
sonl and sond, and fecls that the Hmitalions of indi-
vidual Hfe disappear, existence in Nirvana is neaver the
divine life still. Xo term can give more than o varue
idea of what Nirvana is, but one thing 1s distinetly
azzerted by the oceult fradition, that it is benelicent
life and aclivity of a kind {hat our lower human con.
seionsness cannot realize. It is frue thai the limitations
of individoual conseiousness fall away, bul not into an-
niilation or albsorption, like a drop into the ocean,
I'ar rather is it that the individual consciousness enters
upon @ new mode of existence where, without Josing
hi= individual characterisiics, the ego makes his indi-
viduality like a lens through which can be focussed the
life and consciousness of {he Logsos, 16 15 a state of
beinge beyond any expertence that men outside the ranks
of Initintes have, and, thorefore, cannot be deserilad
in any term of our every-day experience except by
nesatives,

I, s “an inexhaustilble positivity which bursts througsh
cvery conceptual Torm and makes every defermination
an impossibility,” 11 the ocean of universal life were
1o he suddenlv contained in the limited conscicusness of
{he drop, we should have a simile {Lat woull be some
whal true of the siale of consciousness of the Adept,
wvho, thonugh he lives amd works with men on the phys-

*Haocliding, “Philosophy of Leligion.™
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ical plane, yet has his center of being rooted in Nirvana
awd can =ay, as we cannot yed, "l and my Lather are
one.”  The wudept then mhy be consciona of all thinges
within the conseiousness of the Lozos of our world.

: (C. T

Iy re-incarnation ia meant a renewed manifestation
of the ego upon the lower planes. When a man “dies”
he pives up o and Jeaves his phyvsical body owilh its
cltheric double.  After living for a few years withow
this wvehicle, identifying bimaclf with the ddeas and
reclings to be devived Lrom contact wilh (he things of
the astral plane, he Inys aside the astral bodv, Whe
the mental body, too, hus been disecarded, after the
period of heaven-life 18 over, the sonl exists in his ful-
ness as oego, and not in a limited way as a man or
WOHTIEL L.

The ero, the real man or thinker, iz not able to
manifest himself entirely upon the lower planes of con
seiovsness,  The men'and women who we see about us
we see and know but partially.,  They are greater,
grander, far more ideal than they seem to be, heeause
the divine or more permanent part of them cannot he
known by us. With each return to life m phvsical hodies
new phases of the ego are presented for manifestation,
The ego is required to live in bodies and under condi-
tions of environment that offer at onee aids, incentives
and resistance to Lig action in ihis or that direetion.
Workine asainst resistance amd suprlied with this or
that equipment of personality the ero learns the needed
leszons of o physical life-period, ains in foree, wisdom
or power of aifvction ov devotion, The eoo has volition,
the power of choice and determination of eourses of
action within certain limits, Dot ebiely has he zone
degree of volition within the domain of desire and
aspiration,

Karma is the return effeel of actions on anv or all
the planes upon the oo and upon the world, Fvery

ey

volition, every aspiration, cvery thoweht, cvery desire
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anid every aclion has both its direct and its rebounding
eifects,  All expenditures of energy that aid in evolu-
tion are accredited to the bereficent side of the ledger,
all actions detrimental to the development of man and
nature are placed upon the opposite. side. Of course
the progress of general evolution carries all men onward
and all, benefited by its action, are aided in evolving.
Karmie law iz alwayvs in action upon us. Tt is ad-
ministered by the great devas called The Lovds of
Karma., We are affected by our own karma, hy the
karma of the Waorld, of the nation in which we live and
of our neighbors and friends, We may be happily or
unhappily afleeted at any moment by the action of
recently originated karma or by the effeets of aspira-
tions, thoughts, desires and acts brought over from other
lives. People often speak of the karma as good when
it. brings the objects of carthly desire and the conditions
for happiness, while they think of bad karma as that
which brings present distress and guffering, DBut it must
be remembered that the purpose of life is the evolution
of souls, that we are to learn and to grow. lHence the
conditiong in which we find ourselves are those in which
we must learn certain lessons and develop strength in
errtain parts or phases of the soul. So no Karma
can be regarded as in reality evil. Its purpose is benefi-
cent,  And when our lessons are learned we find the
karma suddenly changing, either in outward charaecter
or in its meaning for us. Of course we are not to lie
supine under karmie burdens, helpless to join in efforts

for the good of others, We must grasp our situation

firmly and endeavor to alter or modify it to suil our
arowing ideas of life and its purposze, remembering that
our duty as a rule is plain and clear and that the
smaller aspect of ourselves is not to be considered in
cisting up our accounts.

It is the karma of a man added fo the other influences
which have determined his status in evolution that
causes him to be placed in this or that family, to have
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this or that kind of a body, to be a member of this
nation or of that one. Ilis alllictions, his jovs, his sor-
rows, are determined by ehiz own lifte amd previous in-
carnations, In reality he has had but one lite with its
varyving phases of manifestation om earth, in the astral
world, in the workl of heaven and in return 1o earth.
iz own {emdencies of Teeling, thoueht and acltiom are
mare or less exactly carrled over from hite Lo life,

The karma of the whole worll depends upon {he
recoptivity of the world and i1s williuunesa to obey,  As
humun society progresses Drom one phase of jrs evola-
tion Lo another it has opportunities fo g or 10 progres-
rapidls.  1is very advanced members—tGhe Muosiers
constitute our link with the wnemwbodied meinbers of
the hicrarehy {hat rules the world,  Their plans include
the presentation to mankind as a body a< well as in
ageregations in nations and as individuals, opportuni-
ties for rapid progreess, AN the aoencies for the instroe-
tion of men in all deparinwnts of being are in Their
hands,  As humanity can he brought to see Llie heanties
of the higher life, it is tanght to aspire to the living
of that life and this aspiration brings aliout its realiza.
tion in fthe same gr suecesdineg inearnaiions,  Tndivid-
mils, nations and races are trained as the eveles aml the
opportuntiies allforded In them by the Logos permnit,
Civilizations are buill up on the hasis of one or more
creat cenfral ideas and puposes avounmd whicly lesser
onis are grouped,  These civilivalions are provided hy
the Brothers with their ciucational ideals, religions ap-
propriate to theiv nevds, with their supply of facts pers
taining to sneh of the Javs of nature as they need and
to which their Karma cntitles {lenm,

As time passes there will be given more and more
favorable opportunitios for men to recornize the Law,
that 15, to realize that Cod works throneh g definite
plan with the aid of myriads of more or less self-con-
scions arents. More and wore Phev will cone Lo ses

that the world of phyvsical wanifestation is not the only

15



A PRIMER OF THEJMSOPHY

ane existent about them, They will recopnize that the
e ol evolution s universatly active aoed that active
cobperation with that law and its administrators brigs
prnee with the koowledee that one anel all are heing
ahledd in their evolnwtion and that ile seilerings of the
wornd are belne Lolenod by theie etforts

e rnia is, then, the Jaw of causation, the nw of cause
aml efteet, 10 was put pointediy by the Civisilan
[mitiante, St DMoul: e ney deccived s God s non wocked
fopr whalsorver a4 man soweill That aball he also rean”
Man is continualiv nsing forees on the plunes on whivn
hi- Tanetings: these [orees, The quantity and guality of
widch are determined by his past activities, Twe wses 1
cacl world he inhabits: they bring aboul cerfain lefinite
efevts both on him=elf and on ofhers for which he s
karoicelly responsible,

Tel 31 never bhe forgotten, whether details are undoer-
aloo] or not, thal each man makes his owin Karmn,
crenting alilte Bis oown eapacities aod bis oown lirita-
tions; atd that working at any time with lese seli-
criviied eopaellies, ad within thes=e self-ereated Dimto-
Vions, he i= =t himeself, the living souwl, and o ean
sirenot hen or weaken his capieities, eniarge or contrict
Liis limmitat bons,

“Look! {the elav dries into iron, ot the potier il icls
the elayv; destiny toduy 15 master: ML Wis Tilaier Ves-
tordny.” : (W, V-

Re-Incarnation—A Parable. A Doy went 1o sehnol,
Lo was vory Tittles AL that he koew he bad drawn an
awitle his et her’s oities His feacher (who was Gad)
placed i in the lowest elass, aod gave him these les.
sons 10 learn: Thou shalt not kil Thou shalt do noe
huri fooany living 10ime Thou shall not =teal, So the
man el net kil B lie owas ernel, and he stole. Al
fhe end of {he dav {when his Deard was grray,  when
Flie might was vomel, his teacher (who was God) osaed:
Thou Linst Jearned not te kill, o el the ofher lessons
thow hast not learned., Come hacek {omorrow,
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On the morrow lie came hack, a Jiltle boy, And his
teacher (wio wus God) put im o oa elass a il
higher, and gave him these les:ons to learn: Thon
shalt do no hurt to any living thing, Thou shalt nof
steal. Thou shald not cheat.,  So the man did no hurt
to any living thing: but he stole, and he cheated,  And
at the end of the day (when his beard was geayv, —when
Lhe night was come), his teachor (whe was God) satd:
Thou hust learned to be mereitul, Bul the other lessons
thouw hkast nol learned.  Come ek tonorrow,

Again, on the morrow, he came back, a little bov,
And s teacher (who was God) pul bim in a class yel
a little higher, and guve him these lessons 1o learn:
Whou shall not steal.  Thou shalt not cheal,  Thon
shalt not covet, So the man did not steal; but he
cheated and he coveted,  And at the end of the day
fwhen his beaml was grav, —when the night was comed,
nis teacher (who was God) said: Thou hast learned not
te steal. DBuat the other leszons thou hast not leavned.
Corie hack, my eluld, tomaorrow,

This iz what I have read in the faces of men and
woren, in the book of the world, and in {lie scroll of
lthe heavens, which 1s writ with slars.

—Derry Denson, The Century, Mav, 15801,

The Deific Powers Latent in Man., If man is {o be-
come, aiter myriad ages, o rod, as we in common witl
religioni=ts believe, he must be evolving into the image
shid Dikeness of his Maker, now partly or wholly con-
cealing within him the germs of sueh powers as will
make him divine,  To investignte Lthese powers.rational-
v and to deveisp them for the service of men, of conrse
under the control and dircetion of o Master, is one of
theoceultist’s duties. To do this now is to anticipais

Lie longer and in some respeets easier course of Nature,

Vo are encourared 1o ofler ourselves for this serviee in
order that, if aceepted, we may aid in hastening the
cyvolition and lightening the burdens of the preat mass

of humanity who are to follow this longer road,
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These powers are those known as the siddhis among
vhich are elairvovance, telepathy, levitation, the occult
transportation of bodies and the materialization hy the
oceultist of a physical body at a distance,

“Clairvoyance,” sayvs Mr. C. W. Leadbeader® (Clair-
vovance, p. A, “means literally nothing more than
elear seeing”  For the purpose of ovculuism, “wo nay,
perhaps, define it as the power 1o see what s l:ili{]m.t
[rom  ordinary physival sieht™ Tt omay e limnied
to vision pertaining to the things of the ctherie levels
of (he physical plane. Dot it may also inelade e
things of the astral and lower mental levels, There
s o corresponding power which puls ils possessor o m
toueh with the affairs of the upper mental and the budd-
hie planes,

The clairvovance which iz possessed by people who
have not been speeially traimed 1s extremely - untrost-
worlhy and uncertain. T4 can be applicd only fittully
and its results are of no great value,

The same faenlty, trained and carefully developed
under the fuition of a Master, Tor the purpose of apply-
inr it to spiritual uses of the ntmost importanee to
himanity, places its possessor in correspondence with
the alfairs of the higher worlds, enabline him to see and
hear what is going on abouwl him at the time in {hese
realms and also {o eoonize Lthe facts and conditions at
points remate in both space and time.  Henee not only
iz sueh o man a seer for the present but also for the
pa=t, Under certain resirietions he may also investigate
some of the affairs of the future. Butl the Aaster does
it undertake this development except for those wha
ure desirous of using ihe new faeulties in complete
barmony with ITis purposes which pertain in ithe end
solely to the affaws of the spivitual worlid,  Aceounts of
these powers, their nature, the methods by which they
mayv have developed and the ways in which they shall
he used are to be found in a number of books by our
wrlters,
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Psychometry is the power, closely related to that of
clairvovanve, of reading the records of past happenings
prriaining fo those prrsons, Lhings aml events Tormer| v
a==oeiated avith an nh.im-i. of 1he physieal plane.  For
example, a skillesl psyvehometer can place himselt in
correspondenes witli the past. of a weapon, a coprment,
a stone, and tell what Dbattles, what  wearers. wlhal
buildings they were respretively eoncernesd with n Lhe
patsL,

Pelepatby is closely allied (o elairvoyance and depeids
an the Lransmizsion of thoushis Inoone way or apolher,
One of the simplest ways in which felepathy s prae-
ticedd is by the projection of thounght-forms Trom one
person to anolher,  The person sending the thought
assunies @ positive, the one receiving it faking a more
passive role.  The positive operator’s thought-Yorm, of
etlieric matter vibrating at a coertain rate, comes to the
nerative recipient’s presence and cavses Lo rise in bis
mind a ithourht of like kind and quabity.

Psychical Research and The Sub-Conscious Mind.
There are few things of greater interest to the intelli-
gent jnquirer than what is termwed the Sub-conscions
Mind or the Subliminal Self, The enormous mass of fiets
gathered in the by-paths of p=ychology and throwrh
psyvehical rescarch ean be gronped inan orderly manner
with a knowledge of Theosophy.

Pavehical research is the application of ordinary scien-
tific methods of investication Lo the stwdy of a large
mass ol facls that psycholorists and iologists as yel
believe to be incomprehen=ihle and so not within the
domain of present day science. I is true that in this
field possibilities of error are great, to the fnexperiener|
investigator; but one that is trained finds in 1t data
leoking Lo the establishment of exacl scientifie Taws
Patient ohservation and experiment bring to light mans
startling Tacts, of which perhaps the most revolutionary
{frem the materinlistic standpoint i is what Theosophy
has for ages been teaching  thatl man 15 not the snaple
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entity he apypears, composed of a body, with enly the
rmental and moral quulities in the one life. The faets
of muldtiple personality show the soul of manio be com-
paraible 1o an lecbery, of whieh bul one-cighih appears
above the surface of the waier, the rest bweinge submoeraed,
Thee part that appears may havea delinite contour, yel it
is not the whole but a pare: and if throvgh o change of
s centre of gravity the iceberg furns over and shows
ahove the surfuce a diflerent corner, this 15 none (he less
o pary of the sume berg,

LBehind each of us is Lhe Javger conzeiousnesa of e
eire i the cansnl body. 1L is bhe thut 15 the cvolyving
sounl—inmorial, yrowing m wisdoem amdl eapacily, by
the many personalities e expresses blwself throueh,
life after life, to gain experienve,  The cvgo bas o
personalities on earth, as man agpd as woman, many
time in savagre races in far oll davs; later in China,
Jevpl, India, Greece, Rome and elzsewhere. All these
experienecs are within bis meomory and he is slowly
tranamuting them into concepis and divine jdeas, The
persanalifics of & remote e have heen pssimilaied,
bt those of the more recend lives ave stidl bwefore him
ps of himself, Ewgos differ in capucity aceonding to the
lenoth of their evolution.  There are some who are
venrinzes alone cerfain lines, and in the front ranks of
Rinnanity; the mass of egos are still in the kindergarten
stave of life, The quality of penius is the result of hard
work the ego has done ihrough many lives along a
pariicular line.

Tlach ego manifes{s on realms lower than lLis own
world of heaven as a personality, which is o partial
expression of himsell, never the whole. Ie puls on as
rarments;:

. A mind-body, suitable to his own {temperament and
developed as the result of past thought, bul having a
life of its own, which e must learn to control,

2 An asztral body, giving him in the astral world his
instrument of desire. The astral hody, foo, has a life
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of 115 own; s likes and dizlikes) are not neeessarily the
ego’s now, though they are the resuit of what the ego
liked and disliked m his recent Hves,

3. A physieal body. 'This, loo, is exaelly what he
has deserved by h]- karma., It 12 a living hedy, with a
slight degree of consciousness of its own *-.L]mt afe Trono
that of the man,

The normal Tife of Lhe persopality parlly refleels Lhe
eeo, onlyoojust so o oaaoech of kim he 1L munifest us i
sullicienl tor ohi NN 1 L gapfrienees of Lhe jrenenn
tion, Phis may be enltured and philosophic, or worldly
amd seifish, according 1o the growth of {he ero. Dl
Lhis normal e may b interfermd with in two w TR

First, by n rush of thousht and Teeling {rom the
Super-self, the Super conscious Mimds then we have o
phenomenon where the evo expresses for the Lime Twing
more af s {roe qualities, These are the moments of
genins and inspiration. These moments may be when
Lthrough  some tension ithe normal  resistanee of 1l
vehleles Lo the action of the cgo 13 broken down.

This may happen following proper evolutionary proe.
esses, a5 Lhrough a puriticd and saintdike ite, in med.
itation and contemplation; it may also appen, ha! wiih
great danger awl as a0 reversionary provess, i Lhe re-
sistanee of the velieles is broken down throngh ill-
healith, over-stimulation and hysteria,

secondly, the normal hife can be interfered with when
the Sub-conseions Mind ousts the normal consciousness,
This happens when {be mental or a<tral or phyvsical
hodies 1ulke things mnfo their own hawls, and the coo
for the moment has lost control,  When a man is ob-
sessed by oo fixed idea, or a hallueination, or is unbal-
anced or lnsane, Lthis sub-comseious mind has swavs 1his
happens through some form of i-heallll, or lack of
tone of the vehieles, espeeinlly of the mimnd-hady, T
automatic writing the sub-conscious 18 offen evident,
Similarly is it when in a it of rage a man commits a
crime: the astral hody for the moment ous=is the normal
self.
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Some forms of hysieria are due {o the action of the
phvsical body consciousness. This hody conselouinesa is
(hild-like in treasuring triviel expericnees for years, in
cxagrcerating them, and every now and then it takes
charge, dispos=e=zing the novmal self, lenee sometunes
oeenr terrors of various kinds, of darkness, death, the
unknown, and hallucinations,

Man is briefly o Super-conscious Mind, the LEgod
Normal Self, a personalily inoman's or waoman's [orm;
and a Sub-conscious Mind, the lotality aof thonglits,
lies and dislikes of s living dostruments, his o vee
hieles, [13.: )

Occult Physics. One of the powers of a clarvoyant,
{rained under Adept tveachers, I+ the ablliy Lo gnin o
viston of the almost infinitely minute.  As by owir ar-
rangement, of lenses in o microscope tiny orranisis can
he magnidied, so that the aman eye can waleh Lheir
siructnre and life, by a similar process, but without
the aid of physical instruments, the elairvoyant can scee,
narnidied; the aten and the eleetron,

Various cliemical and eleetrical phenomena can be ob-
servedd by elairvoyance and new and wondertul Taws
deduced. One of the important facts obsvrvable 13 the
relation that matter, as our senses cognize 1t, has to
finer orders of matfer.

Clairvoyvant vizsion discloses several distinet states of
malter amd within ecach state seven sub-states. The
plivsical state of matter with which we are all familiar
exists in the three koown sub-states, solid, lguid and
gaseons, as well as in four others of the order of radian
matier. Next comes a finer state of maticer called astral
(or starry from ita luminons quality) with seven sub
<tates of different degrees of density. Then follows
mental nadter, Buddbic matier, Nirvanie matier and the
cthers of (wo other bigher states,

The universe  we  live in is  composed  of  Lliese
seven fundamental  states of  matter whiech  provide
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'HI‘E:J.I[IT'!H or fields of consciousness which we eall the planes
of nature., A finer order of matter fills up the inter-
stives betwden particles of a coarser order, just as solids,
guids and gases can exist in one amd the same space,
as when a hottle is filled with sand to which water is
added, the water being then “acrated” by compressed
rrag, The several planes of nature amd their sobostades
are wll aboul us awd Lhvouzh us everywhere.

Fach state of malter has ity own peouliavities and
laws.  I’hvsieul matler iz allected by heat, eolid and
cravily as we usnally know i, Asiral matter is spreial-
Iv responsive to the rapid vibrulions of the wetral body
of wman. The mental malter is specially sensitive (o the
forees sent out Prom the mind-hody aml o man’s thonght
is seen as o disturbanee in this maticr, oltin precipilat.
ing in some deiinite form, called a thought-form.

The outer world in its physical aspeel s stnsed by
the eco by means of a |L]]:~'.-'r1't';1| body which is provided
with o brain and nervous svstem, The nerves respond-
ing Lo the vibrations of phyzical matter frapsmit im-
pulses to the brain, which passes them on to the cgo
interpreted in lerms of sighd, sound, {aste, touch and
amell,  The vibrattons {thrown off by phy=ical matter
in miodion are innumerable: only a few limited groups of
them are sensed by ws, We do not, as o role, respond

to the finer vibrations of the X.ray and electricily.

It is easily evident that of the physical world in ats

fulness we know only o small fraction by the direct

means of the senses, _
The finer part of the cosmos represented by astral

maticr is sensed by the elairvovant by means of a

sensitiveness  which  Lthe average person has not wvet

developed, The same i3 the case with the knowledge
of the Incher realms: cach plane of nature ean be scen
amd  examined by the elairvoyant who develops {he
specitl order of sensitiveness appropriate {o that plane.

It mus=l bhe vnderstoosd that o person exercising, for
instance, the sight of the astral world docs nol neces-
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Favily cese Lo be conscious of the phivsieal plane, e is
conscioud of both aml at any ziven instant he can focus
Liis vision ecither in the astral or in the physieal,  When
it Lhe course of the development of the ego the powers
of elamrrvoyvanee are unfolded, the man’s normal con-
setousness bs theneeforward cenlered in the highest plioe
with which he is in touch, and the conerniration ol his
attention on g lower pline means o deliberate limitation
o s powers ol eonsclonsness; he, for (e roment,
desrends, amd when the work is done he reascemls Lo his
uwn b,

For inslanee, a4 Master of Wisdom lives in all his full
powers in the plane of Nirvanay yei he nmay lisve a
physical body and he spealiing or writing,  But when he
speaks or writes on the phyvsienl plane il means a e-
liberate, thongh instaniancous, self-limitation in owder
to foens his conscelon=ness into a lower realm. The Adept,
Lhat Dives In the workl with mankind lives there only a
partiat existence, for he cannoi express {hrough the
capabilities of phy=ical, astral or mental matter all tha
ranifold divine ativibntes existing within him in their
fulness,

The Structure of Matter. All the vareties of matter
of the seven greal planez are made up of one type of
corpuscle. These inconceivably small eovpuscles are not
themsaelves matter, though lhev wre sensed by uq ag
such; they are in reality tiny peints of force, units of
conseionsness of the Cosmic Losos driving hack an inde-
cseribable substance called in Eastern philosophy Mu-
laprakriti or root-matter which the physicist, terms the
acther, Our malter is not this omnipresent acther: it
15 composed of Lhose vacancies in the acther ereatod by
the Loges.  These vacancies, as before mentioned, are
filled with foree, and are the result of the exercsie of the
will of the Loros to drive hack [rom wiven points the
tremendons pressure of the root-matier; they exist only
<o long as His will iz manifest in this wav,  However,
Lthey are cognized by us as matter, plvsical, astral,
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STRUCTURLE OF THE ATOM

menial, and so on. The
nniverse is plunged inoa
field of acther, but, para-
doxieal s it may scen,
any wiven part of the
puniverse  woe o come  into
foneh with 1s just wlee:
the aether 13 nol,

Tl rr.vt'}'maf"|t“-.-'. are
rrpantped n Jdolinite nnu-
Vs seened 110 clofimnide iy 3

fo formt Lhe varoms Lvhod

i
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Tl SPIRITLAL OF TIIR ATOM.

pf matter. DBy the exer-
eise of  Dbigh powers ol
clairvovant mognifieation it s possible o e lenlade
fairlv approximuately.  As in a Dblood eount the dns
tolooist can eslimate voughly the number of  Dlood
ecorpuzcles  in a Terinin  given quanfity  of  Dood,
so  toor, the elairvovant  dnvesticotor, daking  phys-
jeal, astral and meutal atoms ean nogmity then
and taking, as it were, sections of them, can come 10 2
general idea of the number of corpuseles in w unit of woy
given #tate of mattern

Thus, for m=tance. when a unit af the lichtest known
ans, hvdrogen, iz taken. it s scen to be nmavde up 0
eighicen smatler units.  Similarly, when a nnit of sold -
examined, 1L i3 seen to have 3346 smaller units. Lelos
units to the mumber of 4087 exist in radium, and 4267
in uranimm., Al the substances known as chrnienl
clemenis are seen to be made up of these anits, with
eighteen for a particle of h_‘f-.lrn;fvn.- Irane this cighieen
to the 4267 of uranium there exist the imernediote ele-
ments and the exael pumber of units in any one ele-
ment can be connted by clairvovant examination. These
units in a!l the clements are seen to b of the =nme
general construction. We eall them phyvsaical atoms,

The general appearance of cue s given in the geeom-
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panyving diagram,  Tlhere are {wo tyvpes of physical
atoms, one inowhich the spiral twist is 1@ the richt, aml
e the other to e left. The Tormer shows a positive
electrical quality =the latter a negative one. For a fuller
deseription of the movements and enervies of Lhe atom
see COccult Chennstry™ by Annde Besant and W, Lead-
heater,

IC will e seen in Lhe diagram that Che atom consists
of ten parallel stramls wound spirally three and one half
Linees outsude and simdlarby three and one-hadf {imes
inside round the core. The peneral appearance is {hat
ol aowiry hody, 10 zeems at first sight o living, snib
thing, hut with higher power of maonilication it is soen
Loy B miadde mp of enrrents of Toree, vortices of eneruy,
ruther than actoal substance. U 1s noticeable {haf
when thie vibrations of the sun’s ravs impinge upon the
atom, one or more of {he seven thinoer strands hearin
to vibrate more rapidly and give rise so the colors of the
solar  speetrunt, The three thicker stramnds  become
specially active when the atom is affeeted by electricity.

[T any section of these ten paratle] strands s neeeni-
fied, 1L 15 =een to be a .'H'I;-i]‘atL ail earerul observalion
shows {hal one strand 15 made up of 1630 smaller
spirals, which we eall a spirilla of the first order, When
A spirillie of the lrst onder s In its turn magmilied, it
13 =een to be made up of seven spirals, eallid the
spirillae of the second order. A spiralla of the see-
cind order s ilsell made up of seven spirals called
those of Lhe third order; higher and higher powers of
magnification show this complicated spiral construetion
throughout, {1l we find thal a spirilla of the third
order has sceven ol the fourth: one of the fourth has
seven of the litth: o =pirtlla of 1he Ofth has seven of
the sixth and one of the sixth is made up of seven of
the seventh., A spivilla of the last and seventh order s
seen to eomsist of seven corpruscles held spirally,

[t is founed that the thicker nature of he three elee
Irical strands of 1he atom 15 due Lo the fael that in 100
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epirillae of the seventh ovder in thesze three there ave
T corpuscles, nol 7MW s in the other parts of the
atom: that further 70 spirillae of {he seventh order
v to make up W0 spicillae of the sisth, 701 of the
sixth make 700 of the fifth and so on. This slight
inerease in {he number of corpuscles makes the Lree
clectrieal bands Tareer than the seven color bands,

Counting by sections it s found {hat in one physical
alom there exists someething over fourteen thowsand mall
wns of corpmacles,

1t s fownd thalastral matter exists 1 many aslral
elements, but, as with phyvsical matter, they arve agee
rations of pstral units called atoms.  An astral atom 1
s general appearance and constpuetion is like the plivs.
ieal; it, too, is mude up of {he fundamental corpuscle=,
but the dilference is, thai only one fortyv-ninth of {he
nunther reguived Tor a phyvsical atom 1s utilized Lo {orn:
an astral one. Similarviy it is found thatl the atom of
the mental world s made up of one forty-ninth the
number required to form an astral atom.

It owill e seen Alad the Tandamental types of matter,
represented by the phvsical atom, the astral atom, the
mental atom, and the rest, ave all bult up of one com-
mon type, the corpusele, which, in realivy, 15 o point of
consclotsness within the existence of the Loves, It is
iz power (hat holds =0 many millions of these cor.
puscics in a miven formation, as, for instanee, a4 mental
alom; fortyv-nine times that number of corpuscles 11
uses for an astral atom, and forty-mine times this latter.
number He uses to form a physical atom.  As long as
His enerey holds the torty thouszand millions in a certain
definite structure the phy=ieal aton exists,

1t 1= pos=zible to change one order of matfer into an-
ciher, 16 a Toree 13 brought Lo bear on the physical
alom, sweh that the power of the Logos that haolds its-
corpuscles in 1hat formation is counferacted, thizs power
al onee ulilizes those same corpuseles amd forms of them
forty-nine asiral afoms,  In other words the enerey of
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one physieal atom can he made to disappear from the
physical plane, but it will then rearrange the corpuiseles
of that physiceal atom as forty-nine astral ones, Thus,
for instance, hydrogen can be broken ap from its phys-
ienl condition into a liner one, In hydrogen there are
cighteen physieal atoms; by will power as well as by
electricity a foree can be bronght to bear on vach of
these cighieen io disintegrate them and each then re-
arranges itself as forty-nine astral alems; every um®
of hydrogen will thus give vize lo 832 astral atoms.
Tt is these ssiral atomns thal are nogy being labeled by
the physicist by the term electron.

The atom itse!ll is evolving, The corpuseles are held
in their several spirals by appropriate spiral movements
of forees. Seven such forees exist within the atom [(not
counting {he forees aflecting the atom as a whole); but
so far in the evolutionary process only four are in full
activity, the other three being as it were embryonic,

Ag acons pass, these latent forees will he ealled mio
activily, one by one, by the eucrgy of the Logos, atul
in the ages to come, matier itseli will be a faller and
more powerinl manifestations of FHis will, C. .

Theosophy and Spiritualism. Theosophists fully eredid:
all the facts in Spiritualism that prove the survival of
{he human personalily after death. The work that
Spiritualism has done in givimg this preof to millions
ix the most remarkable achievement of this movement.
While fullv admiiting that the dead can come back,
aml do under certain conditions, as in the spiritualistie
soanee, Theosophists hold  that to call the dead 1oio
{omeh onee more with earth conditions retards their
evolution,  When the physical body is pul aside the
ego is slowly coming inlo touch with o higher phase oo
life than is {o be found in the physical world.  In the
Cevolutionary seheme of things, man after death = not
intended 1o be conseinus of physical i nntal he reinris
in o new body at reinearnation.

There are i few cases where a man after death Instead
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of passing to ihe fuller life is 50 worried concerning
{hings done or undone dusing life that he can b hielped
Ly being given an opporlunity throngh a medinm 1o
communicate with the living, amd =0 pul matiers right.
Iut these caszes are very rare, and usually calling the
dead buck’ Lo eommunicate with us who are on the
pliysival plane hinders lheir ovolution, Furthermore,
every consolalion which wae gain by communicating wirh
those thut live pone before, we can gain ontside ol
seunees when we underaland the fael that during Lhe
sleep of mue boadies we live in the astral world where
are 1hoze dead fricods of onrs, and during sl=ep we enm
rise to their world awd =0 be with tem as hetore deaih

Medinmsbip is inoa large peveentuge of cases exireme-
Iv harmiul o the moral welfare ol Lhe mednon, and on
cencral principles no one should give up s voiition @
allow himsell 1o be controlled by some owtsiie ageney
who eannot be controlled readily from the side of the
living, but who can control the i inm. The medivn,
furtlermore, is at any moment liable to be under the
conirol not only of his vuiding suavdian spicit, but also
of any umdevelepmd and depeaved entity as wiell,

“As to the entities who may ‘comnunicale’ at a seanese
or may ohsess aid speads through an entriaeed medinm,
their name is stionly legion; there 15 hardly a sinrle
class amony all the wiried inhabitants of the asiral
plane from whose ranica they many nol he drawn, tliough
aiter the explanation: given it will be readily under-
stood that the ehanees are wvery much against Cheir
coming from a high one. A manifesting “spivit” 1s often
exietlv what it professes to be, Ini often alzo it 13
nothing of the Kiml: and for the ordinary sitter there
is ab=olutely no means of distinguishing the troe from
ille fal=e, =inee the extent to which a being having all
ihe resources of the asiral plane ab bis command can
delude o person on the physical plane s so greal thas
no relianee ean he placed even on o wiat seems the most
convineing prouof.”
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Sinee all the phenomena of Spivitualism can be es-
tablished as facts along diffvrent lines of investigation,
there is little use in experimenting with spiritualism,
cxeept for the hardened malerializt, for there is little
satisfactory or reliable knowledge to he obtained con-
cerning man’s evolution from spiritualistic investiua-
tions, R

THEOSOPHY AND MASONRY.

The symbolizm of Masonry s rich, inherent and in-
sistent. At every turn one linds in its printed awd
ol ierwise execuled emblems many of the symbols which
froon time immemorial have =served Lo give men eertain
visible, econcrete representations of their relationships
to their Maker. The many svmbols which Masons em-
ploy are, cach of them, well worth study. Fach of them
s its own general meaning, ils diveet reference to a
phase of God's being or activity and each of them may
have its own special explanation. Dut the explanations
which are given in the dictionaries of the craft are
brief and inadequate, though suggestive,  They contain
the statement thal this or that symbol has reference
{o certain phases of God's manifestation to man or of
man's return to Him. Dut 17 the origin of the symhol
i traced and if, at the same time, the reference to the
Divine Deine iz studicd, an entire volume might be
written,  Trdeed  many volumes have been written.

vl the wlory of the symbol remains undisturbed. Like
tlhat for which it stands it s permanent, endaring, un-
changing, ready {o be used by other men in their stuldy
of Gold and Ths relations to men,

These syvmbols were not picked up, dizcovered or in-
vented by men in aneient monasteries or femples, They
were given to men divectly from on gl by the min-
wters of God., Their deeper meantng 15 =0 recomdite
that it could never have been discovered by man withouot
such aid,
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The ritualism of Mazonry is of equally great value,
It teaches tralyy it suiliees 1o invoke Those Powers of
the heavens, YWho deal fmmediately with wen’s  Tor-
tuncs.  These angels of God are perpetuadly within eall
to take part in the affairs of men. They can be evoloed
by cevemonies and they can be propitiated in wonderful
wiavs by the appeal 1o them with rites. [Henee, all who
tuke part in these rites, take purl in them lo their own
remole or immediate advantage.  Sooucr or loter they
and their loved ones reap benefits ol high valne, not
only Decawse they have done their iy toward the
servants of God who were at the moment to be pro
pitiated but also beecanse Lhey have laken part in an
assoeiated elforl to carry forward {he great human-
tarian cifort of those who are laboring tor the upluild-
g of mankimd.

[t is, however, as the entire ritual has the deeper
meaning of a parallel to the spivitual development of
man, that we find there is a value to masonry which is
incalenlable. Man rises by almost impereeptible grada-
tions of crowth from the level of =zavazery to that of
the Muaster.  This enlire progress of man s given
dramutic representation in the degrees of Masonry anid
as shown by Madame . 1% Dlavarsky aml others typ-
fies the aotual progress of the soul from its nakedness
to the completeness of knowledwe and sell-mastery.

These deeper meanings of Masonry theosophists con-
tinually seck ont and study, alwavs more closely, un-
til they fimd tlhemselves al one with the inmost signif
cance of the work., So graciously is {the whole of
the work laid out by its fonnders that even those who
take but little part in i, those who simply play a pas-
sive role are inlinitely benelited by its observances,

Weoe do not plead with you Lo join the Society, I8
vou sy tooous, CWhy should we joiny™ we have  no
answer to give vou.  All that we have of hooks, of
public teaching, we give von fully mside or cotside the
soclely,  There is nothinge to pgain by coming into it
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excenf the consciovsness that von are one of those who
are huilding the Tuture of the world, the knowledee that
Yo are g oconscious co-operator with uature, to make
the progress of humanity at large swifter than it olhep-
wise would he. There are some men and woinen born
into their race, to whom thal hope is the strongest al-
traction, the most imperiovs of compulsions,

THE LIFE THEQSOPHIC.

The Care of the Body., “Muan's body is line or coarse
in s Lexture according to the materinls drawn from the
physical plane Tor i1s composition,  Each subdivision of
maller viekds [iner or coarser malevialsy compare e
Bavlics of a bulcher and of a relined student; hoth bave
solids in them, but solids of sueh different qualities. .
erther, we know that a coarse body can be refined, o
refined Dedy coarsened,  The body is constantly chang-
ing; cach particle is a life, and the lives come and oo,
They are drawn {o a body consonant with themselves,
they are repellid from one discordant with fhemselves,
All things live In rhvilunical vibrations, all zeek the
harmunious amd are repelled by dizzonance. A pure heds
revels conrse particles hecause they wvibrate atl rates
dizeordlant with ils own: a eoarse body attracis Lhem
becan=e their vibrations aceord with its own, enee, 1
the boedy changes ils rawes of wvibration, it rradually

Lail into i
new rhythm, and [ills up their places by drawineg in
from external nature fresh eonstituents that are ooe-
moniows,  Nature provides materials vibratine inoall

drives ont o it the constituents that canno

pos=ihle ways, and cach bely exereises ils own scleciive
aclion”

The purest foods are thoze which are known throuel
occult examination to be free from {he elherie particles

“Annie Lesant, “Ancient Wisdom,”
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THE SPIRITUAL LIFLE

which respond 1o vibracions from without whose rates
ure unsatisiociory, whose presence in Lhe vebicoles would
interfere with the deficate uses Lo which they must be

L]

put, The flesh of animals is especindly undesirable, as
it 13 heavily loaded with delelerious malter. The prod-
ucts of -lecomposicion, as aleobol and the fermenied
«cheeses, are Lo be set aside, The dietary mav consist,
of cooked grainz, vegelables, fruits, puls awd Tresh
milkk; cgos are added by some, Modern science shows
that these foods are suoflicient to support the body
under the most yvigorous aetivity,

Aside from the cholve of suitable foods the body
should be cared for by serupulous attention to cleanli-
ness, by the use of aimple but suitable elothing, Ly
the most rigid attention (o eolimination and by bear-
ing in mind the privciple of the body’s tendency to
eyelical aetion, the swwae act being best perlormed al
the same Lhour each day.

The life of the Theosophist is that whieh our compre-
hensions of the ancient wisdom necessarily  Iniposes
upon us in accordance with our own state of evolution,
our Ikarmie relations and our aspiration to serve Those
Who are wizely abding in the plans of the Logos, The
Theosophist. may be a member of the Theosophical
society, e will eertainly be such if 1t 3= possible for
him 1o eompass it,  Te may be an aspirant for dis-
cipleship under the tutelage of a Alaster or he may
be an aceepted pupil of One of Them, In one sense the
Masters Themselves are members of the Sociely., The
life characteriztically led by the theosophist does not
muel differ in outward seeming {rom that of the man
of the world, His vizible ovenpations may be the same,
but his thoughts and feelings have changed,  Living
now in the convielion that all that he does moall the
planes is of eonsequence to the world he tries to order
his inner life in such a way that he may be ol greatest
service,  He studies the ar( of feeling al peace by
recornizing the beneficence of the laws of evolution
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ard the neeessarily pood outeome of all the Proerases
of nature,  The faet that cach of our lives §s eald by
toe Brothers o day impresscs upon him the et that
what we do e esell incarnation is but pure ol the acts
o1 Lhe long fite-time that leads Lo the ond of evolution
0 thal he aceeepts the fact that much which atfects
liom he can never understand in the present existence.”
His peace of the spirif lies in Lis unswerving conlidence
in the Law and in the soidanes of the Master umler 11,

The knowledge that thoughts are entities, {hat they
have power for good or evil, makes him enreful in the
extreme of what he thinks, Tf he emils a thoushtl of
evil he guickly tries to annul its effeet and to properly
maintain discipline over his own heing by emittine o
thought ol the opposite intent and form,  Characler
building, by this method goes on rapidly especiallv as
the effort to lead a spiritual life is alwavs followed
by temporary opposition on the part of nature.  IHenee,
as increased karoie dilienlties must be met, oreater re-
pistance mu=t be overcome  with the aid of mocl
power conferred.  Boo greater strength is developed.
The worldly observer does not see theosophists Jesudin
peacelul, quiet lives,  Their lives are often of storm
andl stresz. But they lead to an inner peace and calm-
ness  and a conviction  that the usernlness of  the
aspirant is daily heightened and that lLe is arrayed
forever among those who wonld aid il Ploneers of
humanity in Their beneficent eftorts to hasten the
evolution of M.

The desires of the lower {ype are set aside as far as
possible in order that their place may he taken by
aspiration for a realization of the quickened life of
Lthe =pirit,

In this labor of changing his character and fitting
Lims=elt for the new life of bhelping others the aspirant
15 anled by the example and precept of Those Wiho
have rone before, Dooks tell of ihe diffieultivs in the
way and the metbods lo Le used in overcomine then.
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BUTLIMNG THE CHARACTER

Bhagavad CGilu, Lizht on ihe Tadh, The Voice of the
Silence, The Patl of Discipleship, and e Outer Courd
are recombended,

Mrs, Desant’s words are here most instructive:

“How shall & man bulld himsell into purity s v, an
his morning meditation, taking puarity as part of tlee
subjoct on witdeh he thinks, realizing what il means,
No ampurily of thought musi cvier touch bim: no i
purity of action must ever stain lnm, he must be pure
in the theeefold Chreemd of action, word sl thought, L
the morming he 1hinks of purity as a thing that is
desivalble, that he must aecomplish; and wien he Lo
vt into Lhe world he carries Lhe memory of his joedi-
tation with him.  He watches his actions; he allows
na impure action to =tain his bodyy e commils no im-
prre getion all through the day, for he steadily watehes
cvery action that nwo touch of 1mpuarity may =oil at. e
witlehes his wonds,  He speaks no word thal is impure:
e mmalies no referenee 10 his tadk 1o an onclean sub-
Jeets he never peemils s tongue Lo e seiled by making
an uncelean surcestion, Eyvery word of Lits 18 pure, 50
that he would dare Lo speak il in the presence af his
Master, whose ove sees every Hghtest stain of  im-
purity which the ordinary mortal eye wonhl miss. He
wi kb witeh EVery word thatl 1t ST RS he the parest 1 hat
he can ulter, and he will oever foul himsel? or olbers
by o single word or phrase coarse wilh mmpure sug-
gestion.  His thought will be pure,  He will never allow
ar uneleans thonghl to come into los mind, or 310 0
comes inte his mind it will al onee be east out; the
momen! {he Lhougrld comes he will cast b oul: and as
he knows that it could not come into his mind uanivss
Lhere was in his mind  semelthing to attract 1t, he
purifies his own mind, =0 {hat no unelean thoughi of
eny one else mayv be able to gain emtrance.  Thus he
wifches on this one point through the whole of his day,
Aml then agam bhe will take truth in this morning
meditation:; he will think of truth, its value in Lhe
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world, its value in society, its value in his own char
acter; and when he zoes out into the world of men he
will never commilt an action that will give a false im-
pression, he will never speak a word that conveys a
false idea. Not only will he not lie, but he will naol
even be inaceurate, because that also is speaking a
falsehoml.  To he inaceurate in recounting what  vow
have seen 15 to speak untruth.  All exapggeration and
painting up of a story, everyvihing thal is not perfectly
consistent with fact, so far as he knows it, everylhinge
which has any shade of untrulhfolness, may oot be
u=edd by him who would heeome o dizeiple,  Anl

in thought again he must be true. Bvery thought must
be as {rue as he can make it, with no shadow of falze-
hood  to pollute his mind.  So with compassion, [l
will meditate on compassion in the morning and during
the day he will seel to practice it; he will show al
EKimdness to people around him; he will do all serviee
to familv and [riends and neighbours. Wherever he
sees want he will try to relieve it; wherever he sces
sorrow he will try to epmfort it; wherever he sees
misery he will strive to lighten 1it. e will live com-
passton as well as thinlk it, and so make it part of lis
character.  So with fortitude. e will think of the
nobility of the strong man, the man whom no outer
circuinstances can depress or elate, the man who is not
joviul over succeess nor miserable over failure, who is
nol at the merey of eircumsiances, =ad {today Dbecause
Lieings are lroublesome and joyiul tomofrow because
things are easy. He will try to be himself, always
balanced and strong: as he voes out into the world he
will practice; if {rouble comes be will think of the
Fiernal where no trouble is: if loss of money comes,
hee will fhink of the wealth of wisdom that eannot be
JAdaken away from him: if a friend be snatched by death,
he will consider that no livinge soul can die and that the
bodwv that dies i1s only the garment which is thrown
aslde when 1t i3 out-worn, and another taken, and that
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his friend shall be found again. And =0 with all the
other virtues of self-restraint, of peaceableness, of foear-
lessness—all these thines Le will think of amd prac-
tice. Not all at onee. No man livine in the world
would be able to give sullicient time to meditate on
each of these every day; but take them one by one,
and build them inte yvour chavacter. Work en steadily:
do not be afraid of giving {ime to it do not Le atraid
of giving trouble to it. Dverything that you build yoo
are building for eternity, aud yvou may well he patient
in timme when eternity spreads hefore vou, kveryllong
vou gain, vou gain for evermore,  Meditation alone or
practice alone is insuflicient for the Dbuilding of {he
characier.  Dolh musl go tocethers hoth o=t Torm
part of the daily life, and in Lhis way a noble characte
is made,

The Scarch for the Master. A man who has thus
trained himsell, a man who has thus done the ntmost
that he can do, who has given his time and thonght
and trouble to make himself it {o find the Teacher,
even by him the Teacher shall verily be fTound; or
rather, the Teacher shall find him and manife=t [1imsell
to his soul. TFor do vou imagine in biindness and in
irnorance that these Teachers desire 1o e hidden? Do
vou imagine, veiled in illusion, that They deliberately
hide Themszelves from the eves of men in order 1o leave
humanity to stumble helpless, nnwishiul to aid 1t and
to puide? T tell you that mueh as yon may for a
moment desire to find your Teacher, the Teacher s
a thousand-fold more constant in s desire 1o find
yvou, in order that He mayv help.  Looking out over
the world of men, They see so many helpers  are
wanted and so few are found.  Fhe masses perish
in ignorance; feachers are wanted for them and they
perish by myriads:; there i= pnone to help them.  The
ereal Teachers need disciples who are living in the
lower world, and who, trained by the Teachers, shall
go out into the world of men, and bring help to the
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suffering, bring knowledge to the darkened minds. They
are always looking out into the world to find one soul
that is willing and ready wo be helped; always looking
over the worll in order that They may al once come
to the souls that are ready to receive Them, and will
not shut the doors of Lheir hearls against Them.  For
our hearts are closed against Them and fast-locked, so
that They cannot enter, They may not break down
the doors and come in by foree. T @ man cheose e
own way and if he lock the doors, hone of ler may turn
the key; we are locked up by worldly desire; we are
locked up by grasping after ihe things of ihe earth;
we are locked up with the kevs of sin and indifference
and sloth; and ithe Teacher stunds watling till the do~y
be opened in order that He may cross the threshold and
illuminate the mind.

Do you say: low do They know among the myriads
of men one soul that werks for Them and makes itself
fit for Their coming? The answer Wis onee oiven i
the form of a picture; that as 2 man standing on o
mountain-top looking over the adjacent valley sees o
light in a single collare beceause the irhl shines ont
against the surrounding darkness, so does the soul thay
has made itself ready show the light in the darknes:
of the surrounding world which caiches Lhe eve of the
Watcher on the mountain-side and draws his altention
by its own light. You must light the soul, in order that
the Teacher may see it. ITe stands watehing, but vou
must give the signal in order that e may become vour
Teacher and guide you on the way. How preat ihe
need you will perhaps understand better at {he end of
the remaining work that lies before s, as I trace the
work of the disciple and what may really be done hy
him: but let me leave yYou this morning with lhis
thought in your minds: that the Teacher is walching,
is waiting, is desiring to find you, desiring to teach
you: that you have the power to draw Him to you,
that only you ecan let Him come. He may knock at
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the door of your heart, but you mus=t ery out the word
that bids Him enter: and if you would follow the path
I have traced for you this’ morning, if step by step
"j’t.-tl. would  thus learn control of  mond, meditation,
building of characlter, there you would have spoken the
threefold word which makes it possible for the Teacher
Lo reveal Himsellf,  When thal word is breathed oul in
the silenee of the sonl then the Master appears before it,
and the fect of the Gurua are fonnd.*

The Iisciple’s Aclivities during Sleep, "M physical
body iz in simple truth nothing bul a vehicle or vest-
ure of the real man. It s poul off permanently at
death, but it is also pul off 1r~'r]1]':.n.r;11'i'|:,,' eyery nisrht
when we go to sleep—indecd the process of falling
asleep consists in this very aclion of the real man in
his astral vehiele slippinge out of the phyvsieal hody,

Now the man who has nom vel developed the link
belween the astral and physical consclousness is unable
to leave his denser hody at will, or 1o recolleet most
of what happens to him while away from it; but the
%act nevertheless remains that he leaves it every  time
he sleeps;*and mav be seen by anv trained clairtovant
either hovering over it or wandering about at a greater
or less distancee from o, as the ease may be,

But the disciple, aspiring to be of serviee in waking
l[ife, 15 taken in hand and taught how to be active and
useiul in his oastral Lifte while the phivsieal body is
asleep aml resting. The work {o be done is manifold.
for the “dead”™ who have passed beyvond the grave and
arc dwelline for a time in the astral world, as well as
for {he Ei!.inj:,

The miin work, done for Lhe newly dewd by oor
helpers s that of =oothing and comforting them  of
delivering them when possible from the terrible thoneh
nunreasoning fear which but too often seizes Chem, o
not only causes them mueh MINCCeSSAry sulfering, but

"Anmie Besant, “The Path o of  Discipleship”
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retards their progress Lo higher spheres—and of enal-
ling them as far as may be to comprehend the future
that lies before them,

. |

Others who have been longer on the astral plane may
also receive much help, if they will but aceept it, from
explanations and advice as to their course through its
different staces, They may, for example, be warned of the
danger and Jdelay eansed by attempting Lo communicaie
with the Hving {hrough a medinm, and  $omet hines
(though rately) an entily afready dreawn into spiritual-
1stie eirele may he cutded into higher and healthier jije.

The assistance viven {o Lhe living is excecdingly
varied in eharacter. The consolation of Lhose who are
sullering or in sorrow at once sugeests disell, as does
wlso the endeavonr Lo sulde towards the truth Lhose
who are earnestly sceking it. When & person is spend-
g much anxious tho®eht upon  some spivitual  or
metaphysieal problem, it is often po=sible to put {le
solution into his mind withont Lis being af all aware
that it comes from external RETICY, o

A pupil too, mav often be eimployed as an agent in
what can hardly Dbe deseribed otherwise than as the
answering of prayer; for thongh it is true {hat any
earnest spiritual desive, such as miglit he supposed (o
find its expression in prayer, is itself a foree whicl
automatically Dbrines about certain resulls, it is also
a Faet that such a spiritual effort oflers an opporiunidy
of mlluence to the Powers of Good, of which they are
not, slow to take advantage: and it s sometimes {the
privilege of a willing helper to be made the cliannel
Uhrough which their enerey is poured Torth.,  What is
sald of prayer is true Lo an even areater extentd of medi-
tation, for those 1o whom ihis higher exercise is a possi-
Lulity.

Besides these more ceneral methods  of help there
are also special lines open only to the few. Asam and
arain such Impi]ﬁ as are [itted for the work lLiave Ty
employed to sugeest true and beaubiful Lhonghts fo
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.
fortunate was to be instantly, beheaded then and there,
The courtiers started on their journcy filled with ter-
ror; but they all got safely back again, and the king
smilingly greeted them with a reguest to tell him all
the incidents of their walk, and deseribe the persons
whom they had met. Not one of them could mention
even one person that they had seen, for all agreed that
they had been so entirely occupied with the one idea of
walehing the brimming jars that they had notieed
nothing else of any sort. “So gentlemen,” rejoined the
kine, “vou sece that when there is sullicient interest
concentration is possible,”

Meditation. When you have attained coneentration
such as that, not under the stress of the fear of in-
stant death, but by the exertion of your will, then yon
may prolitably try Lthe next stawve of cotfort. I do noi
say that it will be casy; on the eontrary, it is very
diflicult; but it can be doune, for many of us have had
to do it.  When your mind is thus an instrument, try
what we call meditation.  Choose a certain fixed time
for yourself, when you can be undisturbed; the early
morning is in manv wavs the best, it that ean be man-
aced, It is not always an eazy {ime for us now, for
we have in modern civilization hopelessly disarranged
our day, so that noon is no longer its middle point, as
it shiould be. Now we lie in bed long after the sun has
risen, and then stay up injuring our eyes with artificial
licht long after he has set at night., But choose your
time, and let il be 1he same time each day, and let no
day pass without your recular effort,  We know that
it we are trying any sort of phyvsical exercise for train.
ing purpozes how mueh more effeetive it 1s to do a lit-
tle regularly than to make a violent eilfort one day, and
then to do nothing for a week. Seo in this matter it is
the regularity that is important.,

Sit dewn comfortably where yvou will not be dis
turbed, and turn vour mind, with all its newlv-de-
veloped power of coneentration, upon some selected sub-
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ject demanding high and useful thought. We in onr
Theosophical studies !fatry no fack of such subjects,
combining deepest interest with greatest profit. 1f you
prefer it, you can take some moral quality, as 1s ad-
vised by the Catholic Church when it preseribes this
excercise.  In that ease, vou would turn the quality over
in vour mind, =ee how it was an essential quality in
the Divine order, how it was manifested m Nalure about
vou, how it had beeh shown forth by great men of old,
how yvou Yoeurself conld manifest it in your daily life,
brovaw [I'-L"]_‘lll.;:l]:lh} VAL have failed 1o dihi'}llll‘k' il i Lhe IRE)
il s0 on. BEuch meditation upon a hgh moral quahty
15 o very goods exercise in many wavs, [or it not only
trains the mind, but keeps the cood thought constantly
before you,  But it peeds o be preceded generally by
Lhought upon concrete subjects, and when those are
eaxsy for vou, you can uscfully take up the more ab-
stract ideas,

Contemplation. Whan (his has beeome an estab-
lished habit with vou, with which nothing is allowed to
interfere; when you can manage it fairly well without
any feeling of strain or diflienlty, and without a single
wandering  thonght ever wventuring to intrude  itself,
then vou may turn fo the third stage of our effort—
contemplation,  Dul remember that you will not sae-
ceed with this until you have entirely congquered the
mind-wandering. For a long tine yvou will {find, when
vou try to meditate. that your thoughts are con-
tinually going ofl at a tancent, and vou do not know it
Lill suddenly vou start to find out how far away yon
have gone. You must not let this dishearten yvou, for
it is the eemmon experience; vou must simply hring the
errant mind back again to its duty, a bundred or a
thousand times if necessary, for the only way .{o
sneceed ig to decline to admit of the possibility  of
failure, But when vou have at length suceecded, and
the mind is definitely mastered, then we reaeh that for
which all the rest has been but the necessary prepara-
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tion, good thoueh 1t has been in-iiself,

[n=tead of turning over a L|_Llurii_‘f in vour mibd, take
Lhe  highest spivitaal  ideal yvou konow., U does  not
maticr what it 15, or by what name youn call 1l. A
Theosophizt woulidd most probably take one of
Cireat Ones to whom we have already referred-—a menn
ber of that greal Drotherhood of Adepis, whom we call
thee Masters -LHIII'I';:".i:_".' it he had the ]Il'i't'_i.:i'l'_'L" of hav-
ing come diceetly nto eontael will® one of them. Phe
Catholie might take the Dlessed Virgmm or some patron
Biint, the ordinary Christian would probably  Lale the
Chrish: the Hindu wonld IL{-;'!:;lg‘an vhoos=e Wrishna, and
the Duddhist most Dikely  the Lovd DBaddha himself.
Names do not matter. for we are dealioe with reaiities
now, but it must be to yon the highest, that which will
evolie in vou the greatest tfeeling of reverence, love and
devotion that vou are capable of experiencing, i
place of your previous meditation eall up the most
vivid mental image that vou egn make of this ideal,
and letting vour most intense feelings o oul Lowards
this hirhest One, try with all the strength of your
nature to raise vourself towards [im, 1o beeome one
with Him to be in awd of that glory and beauty, I
vou will do that, if vou will thus steadily continue
to raise vonr cousciouspess, there will eome o time
when vou will suddenly find that you are one with that
ideal as vou never were before, when youn realize and
understand im as von never did before, for a new and
wonderful licht has somelow downed Tor vou, amd all
the world has changed, for now for the first time von
know what it is {o live, and all life before secems like
darkness dnd death Lo von as compared with this,

Then it will all slip away again, and yvou will return
to the light of common day—and darkness indeed it
will appear by comparison, Duat go on H\'[I]‘l{':ll:'_'; at vour
confemplation, and presently that glorvious moment will
come awain and vet againg and each time 1 will stay
with you longer, till there comes a period when that
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higher life is vours alwavs, no longer a flash or a
glimpse of parwdise, bul o steady  glow, o new and
never-ceasing marvel evere dav of vour existence, Then
For vou day and night will be one continuous conscions-
ness, one beautiful Tite of happy work for the helpine
of others; vet, this, which scems so indeseribable arnd
oo unsurpassiable, s oonly the beginning of the entranes
into the heritage in store for you and for every child
ol man. ook aboul yon With Lhat new and hicher
Sty and o ven will see and peasp many (hines which
wantil now yvon have never even suspeeted unless, in-
deed, vou have previonsly Dumiliavieed youesell with the

investioations of vour EH'L-':'-."-"-:'-U]"% stionns i his '!n.tT1.’|.

Continue yvour elforts, and you will rvise higher stifl,
and in due conrse there will open hefore your astoni<hed
eves a life as muech grander than the astral as Lhat is
than the physical, and onee more vou will feel 1hat
the true Hite has been unknown to you until now; for
all the while }.'ntl‘alrv ]'ir‘i]tll,:' nearer 1o the Cne Lile
which alone is perfect Tenth and perfect Beauty,

This is o development {hat must take yvears, vour will
say.,  Yes, that is probable, for vou are trving to com-
press into one life the evolution which wonld normally
sproad  itsell over many; but s far more than wortl
Lthe time amd the ellort, No man can sav how lone it
‘ﬂ-l” ':llfl' il!'l ltI]:'-' E“lli"n'iil”[ll LR T F-III;' “I:l1. .:][=-||:-r||!:-; I E
two thinegs—the amount of crust that there is to break
throngh, and the energy and determination 1hat is pud
imto the work. I eould not promise vou 1hat in so manv
years yvou would eervtainly sueceed: T ean ondy tell von
that many have tried before yvouw, and that many have
suceerded.  All the Great Masters of Wisdom were onee
men at our own level; as they have rvisen, =0 munsl we
rise.  Many of us in our humbler wav have tried also,
and have succeeded, some more ami some Jes<: bat none
who has tried regrets his attempt, for whatever he has
aained, be it little or much, i= enined for all clernity,
since 1t inheres in the soul which survives death. What-
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ever we gain thus we possess in full power and con-
seiousness, amd have 1t always at our command; for
this 15 no mediumship, no feeble intermittent trance-
quality, but the power of the developed and glorified
life which is to be that of all humanity some day,

But the man who wishes to try to unfold these
faculties within himself will be very ill-advised if he
does not take care first of all to have uller purity of
beart and soul, for {that is the first and goreatest neees-
sity.  If he is Lo do this, and do it well, he must
purify the mental, the astral and the physical; he musr
cist asude lus pet viees and his physical impurities; he
msl eease Lo defile his body with meat, with aleobhol
or tobaeco, and Ltry to make himseli pure and clean all
through, on this lower plane as well as on the higrher
ones. I he does not think it worlh while to Tive up
petty uncleannesses for the higher life, that iz exclusive
[y s own affair; it was said of old thal one could not
serve God and Mammon .-:imu[l-rmt-nu'hlj.'. I do not say
that bad habits on the physical®plane will prevent him
altogether from any psyehic development. but T do
very emphatically and distinetly say that the man who
remiins unclean is never free from dancer, and that to
fouch holy things with impure hands is 1o risk a
terrible peril.

The man who would tryv for the higher must frec his
mitid from worry and from lower carves: while doing
hi= duty to the uttermost he must do it impersonally
amd for the right's sake, and leave the result in the
hands of higher powers, 8o will he draw round him
pure and helpful entities as he moves onward, and will
himzelf radiate sunlight on those in suffering or in
sorrow,  So shall he remain master of himself, pure and
clean and unszclfish, nsing his new powers never for a
personal end, but ever for the advancement and the
suceour of men his brothers, that they alzo. as they
can, may learn to live the wider NLife, may learn to rise
from amid the mists of irnorance and, selfishness into
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the glovions sunlight of the peace of God

Take up this study ol Theosophy, then, not on blind
faith, for blind faith las done enough harm in the
world already—Dbut for enquiry: if you are not satisfied,
there is mo harm. done, while' if you are sali=fed, much
woodd may come to vou thereby, as it has come to the
rest of us. The best way of all to =ee whelher this
{hing is so, iz to aect as if it were true; live the hife
whish it feaches, and not its eifeets. Try (he {honght-
control whieh il rt'n:;tlsmru:in|.1‘_, amd =ee whether VOEL qLEe
the better or the worse for it. Try to readize Lhe nnity
ani hrnt{wr]mmI which 1 leaches, amd Lo =<how the an-
selfishpess which if exasts; aml then s for voursell
whether this i an il‘ilfﬂ'in'l“l'l'h"ll'é T1Pom other modes of
living or not. Tt still remains true now, as in day= of
old, that they that do the will of the Father thatl is in
heaven, they shall know of the docwine, whether it be
true,  The surest way to find {the trath, is to live the
life: try the unselfishness and the watehful helpiulness.
and see whether liere is not an opening into new fields
of happiness and usefulness.  From that go on gradually
to other parts of the teaching amd you will find evi-
dence enonugh.,  Think what the world wonld he if ofl
held these doetrines of the fulherhood of God and the
brotherhood of man; would o be better, or would it Le
woir=e, 1f all mankind held unity as o faet, and ansedt
ishuess as a duty? A vet we are only al Lhe beginnings
of the mightiest of studies: vel we sav fo vou with
utmost confidence, come and join us in our study, and
to vou also will come the peace and confidenee that has
come Lo us, so that throungh vour study of Theosophy
your lives shall become happier to yourselves and more
useful to vour fellow-men.”

Self-Sacrifice and Renunciation. “We {alk of the Great
Nemmneiation, we speak of Those, belore whose feet we
bow, as Those who have “made the Great Renuneintion,”

(' W Leadbeater, “The Other Side of laoathl)
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o ot dream that They made Their renunciation, when,
standing on the threshold of Nirvana, They heard the
sobbing of the world in anguish, and turned bacic Lo
ielp, It was not then that the real, the great, renuncia-
tion was made.  They made it over .and over again in
Lhe Tmndreds of Tives that lie behind Them; They made
it by the constant praclice of the small renunciations
of hIife, by continual pity, by daily sacrifices in conumon
human life.  They did not make it at the last hour,
when en the threshold of Nirvana, but through the
course of lives of sacrifice; until, al lasi, the Law of
=aeritice beeame so el the Inw of Their E‘_:e_-iu;:*, Lhut
They conld mot do anylhing al the last moment, when
Lhe chotee was Theirs, save register on 1hie record of
the universe the mnumerable renunciations of the past,
“You amd 1, my brothers, today, if we will, may begin
to make the Greas Renuneiation, amd if we do not begin
it in the daily life, in onr hourly dealings with our
fellows, be assured we shonld pot be able 1o make it
when we stand en the mountain eresi. The Labit of
daily  sacrifice, the habit of thinking, the habit of
always giving and not taking, only thus shall we learn
to malke that which the outer world ealls the Great
Renunctation. . We dream of great deeds of heroisin,
we dream of mighiy ordeals, we {hink that the life of
diseipleship consizsts in tremendons trials for which the
diseiple prepares himself, towards which he marches
wilh open vision, and then by one supreme ellort, by
ane brave struguele, gains his crown of vietory,
“Brothers, it is not so. The life of the diseiple is one
long series of petly renonciations, one long series of
daily sacrifices, one econtinual dyving in time in order
that the higher may cternally live. 1t is not a single
deed that strikes the world with wonder which malkes
true discipleship, else were the hero or the marlyr
greater than the disciple.  The life of ile dizciple is
lived in the home, is lived in the fown, is lived in the
ollice, 15 lived in the market place, yea, amid the
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common lives of men. The true life of sacerilice is Lhat
which utlerly forgets itself, in which renuneiation be-
comes so common  that there is no o elfort, that it
becomes a thing of course. L0 we lead that life of
saerilice, if we lead that life of renunciation, if daily,
l:||=1':-:{-1'u1'i11;_(|:'.,'_, wl; PRI ML onrselves Tor olhers, we
shall find ourselves one day on the summit of the moun-
Lain, and shall discover that we have made the Great
Lienuncialion, withont ever dreaming that any  othe
acth woere T.Il."?l?'-f"nﬂ:l:[".:'.?'.' o T L

The Theovsephisl ansd {he Qeenltist. Tn will be seon
from Lhe ferecoing that Lhe wleal o -[-‘1II.".?E.5':-".Ji']:11|‘:C~|_ NENIE
befove hime iz the highest lmaginable,  Heo ddentilies
bimself with all the thoughts, feelings and aerions of
others that tend to union, aml lives actively symipa-
thizing with all that is best in every department of
life, e recoonizes the Drotherhood of Man because
there 18 a common Falher of wll men,

The Ocenllist is one who, tryving to live up Lo tiis
ideal in every detail, emphasizes its more important
aspect=,  Ie wees all fife not from Lhe standpoint o
personality, bhul fron the standpoint of the ego, who s
free from conventional wavs of thought and judgment
that mark a given nation or period of time, TIle srees
conventions are useiul up lo a eertson point and often
true, but he knows that they are true only partially,
becanze thev are based on o partial understamling of
nature,  The unseen facts of the invisible worlds are
always the laveer part In any event, and the worki’s
convenlions iake no aceonunt of the hidden siude of
thines: the ero knows {that the ocenlt aspect modifics
considerably the hasty judgment given by conveniions,

The Occultist trains himself {to use the true standard
of values, not those of 4 nation or creed or period, but
thonse which are of all time and universal, This new
valnation is the most correet as being traest o facd
and to all the facts. Tle uses this standard only as he
feels himself as ero and nol as personality,
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The Oceultist further definitely trains himself to be-
come one of the conscious accepted agents of the Great
Adept Hierarchy. e works definitely wnder one  of
the Adepts carryving outl the work civen him to do, and
Lis oo 4%aneht is devoted Lo the welfare of the work,
Tt matters little to him whether he himself is happy
or unhappy; is furthering his evolulion or not; only
one thing is of vital hnport, that the work shall be
done at the right time and in the best wav, not who
shall do it mor whal benelits come {o the doer.  All
can  be Theosophists, bat for the lite ol oceenltizm,
“Muny are called but few are chosen” (. o

The Masters of Wisdom. “Whual, then, it may be
nsked, are the desirable methodz, sinee 20 many are un-
desirable?  Broadly, those which, instead of suppressing
the physieal body by foree, train the soul to control 1t
The surest and salest way of all is to put onesell inlo
the hands of a competent teacher and practice only
®hat he adyises.  DBut where is (he qualified teacher
to be found? Noi, assuvedly, among any who adver-
tise themselves as teachers: net among those who take
money for their instruction, and offer to sell the mys-
teries of the universe for o many =hillings or so many
dollars,  Knowledee can be wained now where it has
always been available—at the hands of those who are
adepts In this great sceience of the soul, the fringe of
which we are beginning to toueh in onr deepest stidies,

“There has alwavs been a great DBrotherhood of the
men who konow, and they have alwavs been rewdy to
teach their lore to the right man, for it is for that very
purpose that they have taken the trouble to acquire it
in order that they may be able to guide and help. Tow
can we reach them? We cannot reach them i the
phvsical body, and we might not even know them if i
should happen to us 1o see (hem. But they can reaei
us, and assuredly they will reach us when they scee us
to be fit for the work of helpinge the world.  Their one
rreat infterest i1s the furthering of evolution, the helpine
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of humanity: they need men devoted to {his work, and
they are ever watching for them; so none need fear
that he can be overlooked if he is ready for that work,
They will never gratify mere euriosity.  They will give
no aid to the man who wishes {o gain power for him-
seli alone; but when o man has shown by long and
careful training of himself, amd by using for helpTolness
all the power which he already possesses, thal his o wil
iz strong enongh and Lis heart pure enough To hear s
part in the Bivipe wurk—then fie may hoonme  con
seions of their presence and their aid when Qe least
expecls 10,

“TL is Lrue that they founded the Theosophical Socieiy,
vel membership in the Soeicty will not of ilsell he
sufficient to bring & man into relalionship with them—
no; nor even membership i that Tnner Seliool {lironrh
which the Sociely olfers {raining {o ils more cornest
members, 1L is true that from the ranks of the Society
men have been chosen {o come into closer relation with
them; but none could guarantee Lhal as a result of
becoming a member, for it rests with them alone, for
they see further into the hearts of men Lthan we,  But
always be sure of Lhis, yvou whose Tiearts are vearning
for the higher life, for something greater than  this
lower life can give, they never overlook one honest
effort, but alwavs recornize it by giving through their
pupils such feaching and such help as is best for the
man at his stage.*”

The Masters of Wisdom, who are members of the
Hicrarchy that governs the world, eall themselves the
Eller Drothers of bhumanity.,  Among their ranks still
move and work the great saviors of mankind like Gan-
tama Buddha, Christ and Krishna; Pythagoras, Kleinias,
Apollonius of Tyana, Tamblichus, still inspire the philo-
sophic schools.  Shankaracharyva and Ramanujacharya

*C. W. L., “The Other Side bf Death.”
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of Tndia and others are among them; wd Christian
Ilosenkreuz, the founder of Rosicrucianism, one of these
elder  brothers, has for .centuries stood behind all
Masonie and other fraternal organizations, inspiring
them and guiding them to do for men what Christian
churches cannot do. Among the Adept ranks still live,
guiding their followers, Zoroaster and Mohammed.
These adepts are known in the East as Mahatmas or
Great Souls, Rishis, and Arhats,  In weslern lands,
the Middle Ages, tradition knew something ol them as
the Knights of the Tloly Grail; even in the Christian
ritual a [aint recollection of them still exists under the
term “The Communion of Sainls”  Many of lhese
great ones have had many reincarnations since they
were known fo history under these names. G, J.

The Celestial Hierarchy of the World, “Every Adept
—every pupil even, when once delinitely  acceepted—
takes part in the great work of helping forward the
evolution of man; bul those standing on the higher
levels take charge of special departments, amd  cor-
respond in the cosmic scheme {o the ministers of the
crown in a well-ordeped earthly state”  One such de-
partment, the present head of which is the Chnst
(known to esoleric Hindu tradition as Jagat Guru, the
Teacher of the World, and to esoteric Buddhist tradi-
tion as Bodhisattva, the future Buddha), directs the
relicious instruction of humanity.” “The Great One in
charge of this department sometimes himsell appears on
carth to found a great religion, and somelimes entrusts
such work to one of his more advanced assistants. We
must regard Him as exercising a Kind of steady pressure
from behind all the {ime, so that the foree employed
will flow as though automatically into every channel
anyvwhere and of any sort which is open for its pas-
sare; so Lhat He is working simultancously through
every Teligion, and utilizing all that 1s good mn the way
of devotion and self-sacrifice in each. The fact that
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these relisions mayvy be wasting strength in abusing
one another upon the physical plane is of conrse regret-
table, but it does not make much difference to the fact
that whatever is good in each of them is being simul-
tancously utilized: from behind by  the same great
power.  The same is true of course of all movements
in the world every ounce of the good in them is being
utilized as a channel, while the evil in them is in each
case just so muen regrettable waste of foree which
micht have been vtilized if the people had been more
sensible,” A second department deals with hamanity
as grouped nto nalions, and guides their rise and fadl,
directing each {rom the unseen to do its work i the
world, so thal the progresses of the whole may be
quickened. Nations, as well as individuals, have their
karma, and ihe adepts in charge of them are continu-
ally adjusting their karmas to bring out of chaos and
selfishness the utmost good possible,

Other departments guide the evolution of the wvege-
table and animal kingdoms, direeting the survival of the
fittest forms, bringing about variations and new typhs
in accordance with plans hefore them by utilizing the
strugele for existence on the physieal plane. Yet other
departments diveet the progress of the world by gnid-
ing digeoveries in seience and archacology, step by step.
with infinite tenderness coaxinge souls to step oul into
the lirht, So it is with the world of art; all unseen,
excepl to the ocenltist, there i1s the steady pressure
from behind, direeting the strivings of artists to realize
Lhe ideal.

ln the millions of yvears required to train human souls,
in suceessive eyeles, humamty inhabits dilTerent planets
within the Solar Svyvstem, Humanity for ages now has
ocenpied the earth., There exist humanities on all the
planets of the system, some in plysical hadies, where
the olobe’s condition permits phvsieal life, others in
asiral forms, While a humanity oceupies a globe there
appear on it successively seven great types of races.
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So far on carih five sueh “root-races™ have appeared.
The descendants of the two carliest have died out. The
third race, the Lemurian, if represented by the black
wooly-haired races of the workl, The fourth root-race
Lol its habitat on the sunken continent of Atlantis,
This Atlantean race is represented now on carth by the
Vioncolinn peoples of China and Japan, and the Red
Indinns of Ameriea, The fifth root-race 1z the Arvyvan
or Cauensinn, havione within it Arvan Hindus, Ancient
Fuvptians, Persians, Greeks, Homans, Celts and Peutons.
= sixth sub-race is being formed i North Ameriea,

Fach root-race has seven sub-races, appearing one
after another,  Each root-race has ils Manu or Law-
viver, and its Theldha or Spiritual Director. The work
of all the departments is under the supervision ol 4
Chief, within whose immediate and direct conscinusness
everything within® this globe takes place,  Each globe
has its Chief, who 15 as it were ils life awl heart,  All
the chiefs within the Solar System arve the ministers
of the Solar Logos, whoze powers amd attributes arve
siich that Tle is to us very God of very God, sinee
al every poind of space within His system He exists in
Tlis fullest econsciousness.  In Him we live and move
and have our being, for we are His oflspring,

Every starry svstem in the heavens has its Logos,
the Father of that syvstem and of all thal has hife and
consciousne=s therein.  Embracine all conceivable uni-
verses, at every point in MHis full perfection, is the
Cosmic Locos. “Him, nor from above, nor from below,
nor midmosl, can one grasp:; no cqual to be found is
there of Him, whose name is Glory Great.”

Vet this much we know, amd every year fuller and
fuller; that from us at our lowly levels, linking us to
the Godhead, there is a hicrarchy ol Elder DBrothers—
Angels and Adepts, Masters of the Wisdom, Capiains
of our Salvation, Logsoi innumerable; that in spite of
the seeming jarring and discond and suflering, there is

an irresistable guidance: that there is not a sparrow
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WHAT THEOSOPHY DOES FOR US

that falls on the ground but They know: that They are
stretehing Their hands Lo us, onee again as of old, now
through Theosophy, to help us to elimb to where life
is in its truest and fullest, to teach uns what They
know—That God is-all and in all, O, ),

What Theosophy Does for Us. There are ecriam
vreal hasie faets of life aboul whicl every thinking man
desives aecurate information-such faets as Lthe exist
encee and nature of God and Tlis relation o man; we
desire (o know whenee woe eamne and winther we are
going and what is ghe abjeel of our exizlence, “Phore
are in the world manyv’forms of religion, and each o
these forms has propounded its own theories with regand
to these matlers, hut Lthese theories have differed wude
Iv, and each has bilterly assailed and ridienled the De-
liets of the others, so that {he majority of men have
come to think fhal wpon all these points there is no
certain information available,

So it comes to them as a surprise to find that there
= o coherent amd reasonable theory of the universe—a
plain declaration of the great faets of Nature, so far
as they are known—a statement which is not to be
1;u-:-4-]:1w1 as o crewd, but to be studied and investionted,
Theosophy 15 such a statement—a definite science, the
result of very many centuries of research and experi-
ment, vet verilied in our day by many ol ils students,
and wverifiable by anvone who is willing to take the
trouble to qualify himself for such enquiry.

Theosophy is not a religion, but it bears o the re-
livions the same relation as did the ancient philoso-
phies; it does nol contradiet any of them, but I ex-
plaing and harmonizes them all. Tt teaches that truth
on all {hose ]:]]]m]'{:m[. '|1::'-||:|'l.-1 of which we have .-'|m]-;c=]"
is atiainable, and that there is a great body of knowl
cidere abwonl themn :Ill'l'l.'lll.r:l.' wx‘i.n{in{:_ 1L considers all {he
various relimions as statements of that trath from difTer-
et ]:.rri|:|15-: of view, and Tor evidence of {hig ! ]mirﬂ«;

io the fact that however mneh these faiths My Se0m
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to differ, its teachings explain them all. Tt shows us
that they
are not hoste to,one anothbr, as s usually supposed,

al=o the relation between religion and science

but that on the contrary true religion should welcome
seienee, as allording the means of proof lor its teach-
ings, while selence may learn from religion the direc-
tion in which it mway most usefully push its investiga-
tions, Theosophy is itsell o seience, and the greatese of
all, for it is the Seience of the Soul; it carries scientilic
melhods inte | higher realms and applies (hem to the
consideration of a vast ticld of ]":n-l' wihieh e hevand
the reach of the physieal senses, I solves Tor us many
of the most diflicult problems of e, and explains [or
us many mysteries, bringing them all together as
parts of a conneeted scheme, and thus making them at
once intelligible and rational.

IFrom the investirations that have been made, there
emoerge three oreat baste truths, not mf-Lall:ult_‘-.':-.i:'.;'.]
speeulation, not pious opinions, but definite =scientilic
facts, proved and examined over and over again by
many studenfs. These three truths are:

I. Gl exists, and 1le is good. e is the great life-
civer who dwells within us and without us, and is
undying and cternally beneficent,  Ile iz nol heard, nor
seen, nor tonched, vet is pereeived by the man who
desires pereeption,

2. Man is immorial, and his Tuture 15 one whose
glory amnd splendour have no limit,

3. A Divine law of absolute justice rules the world,
g0 that cach man 15 in truth his own judee, the dis-
penser of slory or gloom Lo himesell, the decreer of his
life, his reward, his punishment,

=ince the object of Lhis paper is not to explain the
seheme, bul Lo deseribe its resnlts in dadly dife, T may
reier the reader, for further exposition of it fo “An
Cutline of Theosophy.”

When those three great basie iraths amd all the de-

ductions which naturally fellow from them are thor-
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THE THREE BASIC TRUTHS

oughly comprehended, they introduce so radical a change
into a man's life that it is not casy within reasonable
compass to give any idea of its extenl. The best that
can be done iz to mention a few leading ideas, leaving
the reader to follow out the necessary ramifieations
for himsell.

Finding that there is a Supreme Power which 13
directing the eourse of evolution and that [Te 1z all-
wize and all-Joving, we see that everything which exists
within TTis scheme must be intended to, further its
progress. We realige that all tlangs are working to-
gether for gond, not only in the Tar distant futore bhul
also now and here.  The linal attainmenl of unspeak-
able glory is an absolute cortainly [or every son ol man,
whatever may be his present condition.  Dut that e
by no means ally here and al tas present moment he is
on his way towards that glory; and all the cireum-
slances surrounding him are intended to help and nol
o hinder him, if only they are rightly understood. It
iv sadly true that in the world there is much of evil
and of sorrow and of suflering; yet, from the lngher
point of view we may see that, ferrible though this be,
iteis only temporary and superficial, and is all being
utilized as a factor In the progress.

While we look at it from its own level it is almost
impossible {o see this, but if we will raise ourselves
ahove it and look upon it with the eyes of the spirit we
shall regard it as a whole, and thus we shall compre-
hend ik, While we are looking from beneath at the
ander side of life, with our eves fixed all the time upon
some apparent evil, we can never rain a true grasp
of its meaning; but if we rise above it to the higher
planes of thought and of consciousness we can Janlk
down and understand it in its entirely. So we can
see that in very truth all is well. Not only that all
will be well in some remote future, but that even now
in this moment in the midst of incessant strife and
apparent evil, the mighty current of evolution 1s still
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flowing. and so all iz well hecauze all is moving on in
perfeet order towards the limal goal, :

Regard the roaring rapids of some rolling river, such
as Niagara, and picture to yoursell some tiny insect
being swept down upon the suriace of the water. Think
how that water boils and foams and surges and rushes
this way and that as it dashes among the rugged rocks,
el realize how impossibic it would be lor Lhat i N
inacel Lo see anviliing bevoud the strife and e stress
aned the foam aud the beating backwards and forwards

how 1o him aw vitubly thal mysl seoem the whaoie
world, pothing bat o confusion :1:’ voslrugele aad a
Luffeting, earrying him sometimes in one direction and
comoelimes in the other withoui any ondered progress
o1 nny comprehensible objeet. Yot we have enly Lo rise
above all that conifusion, to stand upon the banl and
fook down uf_n_;m it, aud we observe that the whole body
of water is moving steadily onwards, and that Lhonerh
here and there there are 511.“1-. edidies in whieh part o
it for the time seems to be running backwards, in
peality the very eddies themselves are all the time
sweeping Torwards with the rest.

Jdust so the philosopher who ean raize his conscious-
ness above the storm and stress of worldly life and
1:,- i down upon it from above recognizes what secms to
us to be evil and notes how it is apparently pressing
backwand arainst the great stream of progress; but
o also sees that the onward sweep of the Divine law
of cvolution bears the same relation to this superficial
evil s dees 1he tremendous torrent of Niagara o the
Heekings of foum upon its surface. So while he sym-
pathizes deeply with all who suffer, he vet realizes
what will be the end of that sullering and so for him
despair or hopelesaness is impossible. He applics 1his
consideration to lis own sorrows and trowbles as well as
to those of the world, and therefore one great resnult
of his Theosophy is @ perfect serenity—even more than
that, a perpetual cheerfulness and joy.
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REIIFEF PFROM FEAR

For him there is an utter absence of worry, beeause
in truth there, is nothing left to worry about, since he
knows that all must be well, His hicher science makes
him a conlirmed optimist, for it shows him that, what-
ever of evil there may be in any person or in any thove-
ment, it is of necessity temporary becanse it is op-
posed to the resistless sirewm of evolution: wherews,
whatever is good imoany person OF any movement st
necessarily be persistenl and useful beeause it has he-
hind it the emunipotence of that current, amd Ltherefore
it must abide andy it musl prevaill Yeo 1t must no
for a moment he suppozed that beeavse he s =0 Dilly
assured of the final trinmph of good he romiins care
less of or unmoved by Lhe evils which exist in the world
sroumd him, He koows that it s his duty Lo combat
these to the utmost of his power because in domy tias
he is working upon the side of the great evolutionary
force and iz bringinge neaver the time of its ultimate
victory, None will be more active than he in labouring
for ithe good, even though he is absolutely free from the
feeling of helplessness and hopelessness which =0 often
oppresses those who are striving to heln their Fedlow-
men.,

Another most valuable result of Theosophical study
is the absence of fear, Many people are censtantiy
anxious or worried abont something or other: they are
fearing lest this or that should happen to them; lest
ihis or that combination may fail, and so all the wiile
they are in o condition of unrest,  The majority of
their fear is wholly unnecessary, and most of the things
fearcd mever come to pass: bul nevertheless the facl Te-
mains that large numbers of people are constantly giving
{hemselves a oreat deal of wnnecessary sullering in this
way. Most serions of all for many is the fear of death,
(hite a larze prmber of people seem 1o have it always
in their minds as an ever-haunting dread—a sword of
Damocles ever hanoine over {(heir heads, ready to fali
upon them af any moment,
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The whole of thai feeling is entirely swept away for
the man who understands the Theosophical teaching,
When we realize the great truth of reincarnation, when
we know that we have often before laid aside physiceal
bodie§, then we shall see that death is no more Lo ug
than sleep—that just as sleep comes in between our
days of work amd gives us resl and refreshment, so
between these days of labour here on carth which we
call lives, there comes the long nichi of astral and of
heavenly hife Lo give us rest and refreshment and o
help us on our wayv., To the Theosophist death is
simply the lavine aside for a time of this robe of fleak,
ITe knows that it is his duly to preserve that bodily
vesture as long as he ean, to gain all the expericnce he
can; but when the time comes for him to lay it down,
he will do so thankfully, because he knows that the
next stage will be a very much pleasanter one than this.
Thus he will have no fear of death, although he realizes
that he must live his life to the appointed end, beeanse
he is here Tor the purpose of progress, and thal progress
15 the one truly momentons matter. See what a differ-
ence that makes in a man’s conception of 1ife; the ob-
jeet 18 not Lo carn so much money, not to obtain such
and such a position; the one 1important thing, when we
really comprehemd 1, is Lo carry out the divine plan,
FFor this we are here, and evervthing else should give
wiy Lo it 1L needs only (hat we shall anderstand the
facts, and all fear at onee ceases,

Another greaf, }miuL which we gain from our Theo
sophical teaching is that we have no longer any religious
fears or worries or tronbles,  Many of onr noblest and
best people are constantly morbidly dalrospective, eon-
stantly fearing whether at the last they may nol some-
how Dhe east away; whelher they may nol fall short in
sonte way, they secarcely understand how, of the de-
mands which their faith makes upon them,

All that is swept aside when we see clearly that
progrvess toward the hichest is the Divine Will for us;
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; MAN, ENOW THYSELF

that we cannot eseape from that progress: that what-
ever comes inoour way and whatever happens to us is
meant Lo help us along that line; that we ourselves
are absolutely the only people that can delay our ad-
vanee.  YWhen we really know this, what a ditference it
makes in the aspeet of life!  No longer do we frouble
and fear about ourselves; we <imply go on and do the
duty which comes nearest, in the best way that we can,
condident. that if we do thas, all will be well for us
without our perpetually worryiiy,

True, we are told in the wise Greek proverh: “Know
thysell,™  Trae, L is our Imsiness (o know ourselves,
and Lo discover our own weak points: but thai also
must he done according {o resson and aceondine Lo
common-sense, and wesiust not be like those Liny
children who, when they make a carden, are constanily
pulling up their plants to see how mueh they are grows
mye. That s exactly what so many good peaple are
always doing—they are perpetually pulling themselves
up by the roots Lo see how they are settine on, instead
of being satislied quietly to do their duty, and tryvine
to help thelr fellows in the race, knowing that {he
Zreat Divine Power bebind  will press them onwasd
slowly and steadily and do for them all that ean be

done, so !l

ene as Lheir faces are set steadfastly m the
right direetion, so long as they do all that they reasen-
ably can,

sinee we are thus all part of one great evolution and
all very literally the children of one Pather, wo sce
that the Universal Drotherhood of 'Ilun'.:mil}' 15 11O mere
poetical conception, but a definite fact:; not a dream
of somelhing which 15 to be in the dim distance of
Utopia, but a condition existing here amd now: amd that,
13 why the promotion, the realization of that niversal
Brotherhood is the first Objeet of the Theosophiceal
Hm'i{".;'l.‘. And the certainty of this all-embracinge fra-
ternity gives us o wider ontlook upon Life and o broad
impersonal point of. view from which to regard every-
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thing. The ordinary man looks at everyvihing from
- personal point of view:; the lirst thing and often the
only thing that he thinks about is how @ eertain oceur-
rence 18 going to affect him; if he thinks of its efTect
on the community at large it is only as an alter-
thought.  Theosophy teaches us that the real interests
ol all are in truth identical, and that 1o man ean ey er
make a real gain for himself af the cost of loss or
suflering to someone elze.  Onee more we must insist
that this also is nol tanght as g pivus beliel, but is
proved as o selentific fael.

Many a man is under the delusion that le saing mueh
For himseli when he eheats or mjures another; Le may
sven think that he can prove it by showine the dollars
amd cents which he has amassed in 1his nefarious man-
ner.  But mm truth thal man 1s taking a ludicronsly
partial view of (he ease wid is leaving out of aceonnt
absolutely  every factor which is of any permanent
vilue.  Fer there is someihing higher and greater in a
man than the physical body, which is after all nothing
but a vesture, and that which is of inporlance is not
Lhe eflfect of any given {ransaction upon the vesture,
but npon the man who wears it; and it iz found by in-
vestization that the effect of any sueh frawdulent action
upon the trug man, the sonl, is Hniting and debasing
to the last degree; so that Lhroueh his irnorance of 1he
Facts, such a man is seriously hindering his own prog-
ress for the sake of a verv small apparent acgnizition,

Sinee humanity is literally o whole, nolhine which
mjures one man ean ever be really for the wood of any
other, for the harm done influenees not only the doer
but all those who ave abont him, So the stadent soon
comes (o know that there is no such {hine as a private
gain at another man's cost, and thai the only Lrae
advantage for him is that benefit which he shares with
all, He sees also {hat any advanee which he makes in
the way of spiritual progress or development is some-
thing secured mot for himself alone but for others, as
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we shall see Inler when we come to write on the anb-
ject of the power of thousht.

If he gains knowledee and self-control he assuredly
acquires much for himself, yet he takes nothing away
irom anvone clse, but on the contrary he helps and
strengthens others.  Cognizant as he is of the absolute
spiritual unity of humanity, he knows ithat in this
lower world also, in veal Gruth, the interest of one can
never be opposcd to Lhe interest of all, and so that e
true profit can be maude by one man which is wot niude
m the name of and for the sake of all humanitv: Lhat
One man’s progress must be o little litting of the hurden
of wll the others:; that one man's advanee in spiriiunal
things means a very slicht yel not imperceptible
vianee 1o humanity as ABehale: 1 hat evervone who hears
surrow and sullering nobly in bis stroeele towards the
lght 1s lifting a little of the heavy load of the sorrow
and sullering of his brothers as well

When he recognizes this Irotherhood not merely as
a hope cherished by despairing men but as a definite
fact following in scientitic series from all other facts,
when he sees this as an absolute certainty, his attitude
towards all those around him naturally ehanges Very
greatly, Tt becomes o prosbure ever of helpfuiness, ever
of the deepest sympathy, for he sees that nothing which
clashes with their higher interest can ever he the richt
thing for him to do or can ever be good for him in any
way¥., And so it naturally follows that he becomes
filled with the widest possible {olerance and eharity,
e cannot but be always tolerant because his philosophy
shows him that it matters littleowhat 2 man believes
50 long as he 15 a good man and true. Charitable also
he must be, because his wider knowledere enables him
to muke allowance for many things which the ordinary
man does not understand. The standard of 1he Theo-
sophical student as to right and wronge is alwavs higher
than that of the less-insbrueted man; yel he is far
gentler than the latter in his feeling towards the sin-
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ner, becanse he compreliends more of human nature, Te
reializes how the sin appeared to the sinner at the mo-
ment of its commizsion, and so he makes more allow-
ance than could peossibly be made by the man who is
ignorant of all thas.

He goes further than tolerance, charity, sympathy;
he feels positive love towards mankind, and that leads
him to adopt a position of ever-watcehful helpfulness.
The chilid who deeply loves his mother 1s alwavs walch
ing for an oppurtumty of doing some little thing for
her, something that he knows will please her or save
her Lrouble. Tt is just that attitwde of walching for an
opportunity Lo help which the Theosophist  adopts
towards his fellows.  He l[eels that every contaclt with
others is for him an n]“:}'ml'umiq', and Theosophy brings
him so mueh additional knowledee, that there is hardiy
any case in which it does not enable him 1o give advice
or help,

Not that he is perpetually thrusting his opimons
upon other people; on the contrary he observes that
just this is one of the commonest mistakes made by
the uninstrueted. If the ordinary man has a delinite
opinion of his ownl, whether it Le upon matters relizious,
political, or social, or upon any @f the olher subjeels of
common discussion, he is for ever endeavouring to foree
that opinion upen others amwd fo make them think
exactly as he does. The Theosophist knows that all
this is a verv foolish waste of energy, and therefore
he deelines to argue. If anvone desires from him ex-
planation or adviee he 1s more than willing {o give it
vel he has no sort of wish to convert anyone else to his
own way of ihirt[{ing.‘

In every relation of life thiz idea of helpfulness
comes  into playv—not  only  with  regard  to our
f:=|1a}w—mvn. but also with regard to the vast animal
kingdom which surrounds us.  Units of {his kingdom are
oftenn brought into very close relation with us, and
this is for wus an opportunity of doing something o
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them. We mast remember that these animals also are
our brothegs, even though they may Le younger
brothers. I is the same great Divine Life which ani-
mates them, even 1'.]mnghjit- be a later wave, a less
developed outpouring of that life, Still, they are our
brothers and we owe a fraternal duty to them also——so
Lo act and so to think that our relation with them shall
be always for thoeir goosd and never for their harm.
Pre-eminently  and above all else, Theosophy s a
doctrine of comnion sense, 10 puts before us, so far as
we can know them, the facts about God and man and
the relations between them: wamd then instroeta. us (o
tuke these faels into account, and acl in relation to
Lhem with ordinary reason aml common-sense, This is
all that il asks from any man as regarvds life, 1t sug-
rests {0 him to regulat® his life according o these laws
of evolution which 1t has taueht him.  That is all, yet
it means a great deal; for it gives the man a totally
different stamdpoint, and a touchstone by which lo try
evervthing

his own thougrhts and feelings, and his own
actions first of all, and then those things which come
betfore him in the world outside himself,

Always he applies this eriterion, is the thing right or
wrong?  Does it help evolution or does it hinder it?
If 2 thought or a feeling arises within himself, e may
see at once by this test whether it is one that he
ought to encourage, If it is for the greatest good of
the greatest number, then all is well; if it may hinder
or canse harm to any being in its progress, then it is
evil and to be avoided.  Exactly the same reasoning
holds good if he is called upon to deeide with regard to
anything outside of himself, If from that point of view
the thing be a good thing, then he can conscientiously
support il; if mot, then it is not for him.

For the man who sees the fruth in this way the
question of personal interest does not come into the
case at all, and he thinks simply of the good of evoln-
tion as a whole. This gives the man a definite foot-hold,
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a clear criterion, and removes from him the pain of
mdecision and hesitation.  The will of God % man’s evo
lution: whatever therefore helps on that evolution must
be good, whatever stands in the way of il and delays it
that thing must be wrong, even though it may have on
s side all the weight of publie opinion and of imme-
morial tradition, [t is true that all about us we see
mtringements of the Divine Law taking place, yet we
know  that the Taw is far stronger than the peliy
widl el those who renorantly  disobey il we kuow
Lhant e workimg alonge wilh the law we  are  oer-
Leinly working for (he futlure, and that theush at the
passme moanent onr eliorts niay nol be appreciated Lhe
future will assurediy do ns justice.  Therelore we care
little Tor the judgmment of thoseswho do not yvet under
stand, sivee our knowledge  of  the  governing  laws
enables us to work in the right direction.

OF no less imporfance are the practical deduetions
which flow {rom the seeond of the oreal truths which
we stated at the beginning of this paper: for Lo under-
it that the true man is the soul and not the body
means an absolute revolution from the concepts of the
mitjority of men around uws, Our conmon CXPressions
i every-day life show the most astounding practical
materialism, for we constantly speak of vy soul,”
showing that we ordinarily regard the body as the
sell and  the supposed sonl as part of its properiv.
Until we have entively rid ourselves of this extraor-
dinary delusion that the body is the man, it is quite
impossible that we should at all appreciate the real
facts of the ease. A Tiitle investiration soon shows us
that the body is only a vehiele by means of which the
man manilesls himsell in conncetion with this par-
ticular type of gross matter out of which our visible
world is Dbuilt, and that the man himseli has an ex-
Istence quite apart from his body, capable of being
carried on at a distanee from it when it is living and
entirely without it when it is dead. |
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This being s0, it beeomes evident at onee that it is
the Lite of the soul only whieh iz really of mnorent,
and that evervihing connected with the body inusi un-
hesitatingly be subordinated 1o those hivher interests,
The student knows that this earth-life is given Lo him
for the purpose of progress, and thatl that procress is
Lthe one really umportant thing,  We shall readily see
what o Jdifference (s makes in his conceplion of Jife
the objects which men erdinavily put before themselves
at onee fude mmto Lhe Backerovnd, Tor e =ees that
whether he earns a tertain amonnt of money or whetlier
he obladis some paorticular position is a maiter of com
paratively Titdde moment, The one vital thing, now that
he wnderstands life, is to carry out the Tivine play,
sinee 1t 1s for thal reason that he is here, and every-
thing else must give way to thal. The real purpose of
his Iife 15 the unfoldment of his powers as 2 soul, the
.'lt".'t‘[1IEFTl'IE'T]1 of his character, It is with tlhas n?r_ivﬂ only
that he descends into physieal life, in order thal throuash
Lhee physical body he may gain experience which wouli
not. he possible to him on a higher plane, and mav thus
deveiop within himsell permanent qualities,

Closoer study will show him that he possesses ol her
vichieles hesides the physieal body, and that throush
all of (hese he has lessons to learn: =so that there must
be development not only of the phvsical body, but also
of the emotional nature, of the mind, and of {the spir-
itual perceptions.  The detailed method by which all
this ean be done will be found in our Theosophical 1i -
cratures but half of the battle is ;1'||:‘|':l-:["l,' won when the
man has realized the neeessity of this effort and is de.
termined to make i, In connection wilth {1his he dis-
covers three great points: 1, That nothing short of
abzolute perfection is expected of him in reeard 1o 1his
development. 20 That all power with regard to it is
in his own hands. 3. That he has all eternity before
him in which le attain this perfection, bul {hat the
sooner it s gained the happier and the more uselnul
will he be.
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e sees that what he has been in the habit of ealling
his idife 1s nothing but a day at school, and that his
.]J}:}'::i{‘EtI body iz merely a temporary vesture assumad
[or the purpose of learning through it. le knows at
onee that this purpose of learning the lesson is the only
one of any real importanee, and that the man who
allows himself 1o be diverted from thatl purpose by any
consideration  whatever is  aecting with  inconceivable
stupidity.  To him who thus grasps the truth, the life
of the ordinary person devoled exclygively to physical
objeets, {o the acquisition of wealth or fame, appears
tive merest ehild’s play—a senseless saervilice of all that
toreaily worth having for the sake of o few moments’
dratification of the lower part of nan’s nature,  The
<stindent “set= his affection on things above and not on
things of the eartl’” not only because be sees Lhis to be
the right eourse of action but because he realizes very
clearly the valulessness of these thines of earth. e
always tries to take the higher point of view, for he
kuows that the lower is utterly unreliable—that the
fower desires and Teelings gather round him like o dense
tog and make it impossible for him to =ee anything
clearlv from that level. Whenever he finds a strugpele
coinge on within him—that “law of the members warring
aeninst the law of the mind,” as St Panl puts it, he
vemembers that he himself is the hicher, and that this,
whieh 1s the lower, 12 not the real sell, but merely an
uncontrolled part of one of its vehicles,  Tle identifies

limsell never with the lower, but always with the
hirher: he stands on its side, beeanse he knows that 1he
sonl is *the {rue man, The great law of evolulion is
sieadily pressing us on, sweeping s ever onward and
nuward along the course that all must take sooner or
ater. Dut it i3 obvious thati the better we understand
tbe Divine law under which we are living, the easier
amd the more rapil will be our progress. No doubl even
with the very best ntentions and efforts we shall make
many mistakes and shall often fall by the way; but we

8



EACH TIFE A DAY IN SCHOOT,

necd not tor lillir-x reason become the vietims of despair,
Although we may fail a thousand times on the way
towards our goal, our reasort for trying to reach it re-
mains just as stronz after {he {housandth fall as it
was at the bweinning, o thatl it would not only be use-
less but very wnwise and very wrong to give way lo
despondency and Liopelessness, The work has {o be done,
the eonl hias to be allained, and cach man muost always
start frem where he individually sfands: it is {ofile
for him to think thal he will wail until he reaches some
other position.  Therelore, however often e may fail,
e must <till gel mp and go on agnin, for the read of
progress has to be troadden., :

The sooner we begin it the better for us—mol only
I:L*L':ltlr-[r if, i-' f:a:* l';li-'h:-]‘ 1o 115 110N 1'.-1:111 IL ".*'."11] (% ]f
we leave the effort vntil later, bhut ehiclly beeause if we
make the endeavour now and sneeced in achieving some
progress, if we rise thereby to some higher level, we
are in a position te hold ont a helping hand to those
who have not reached even that step of the Jadder wiich
we have gained. In this way we may take a part,
however humble it may be, in the great Divine work of
evolution, ¢very  one of 1=, heeause cach has his own
position amd his own opportunitics. No matter how low
his present status may be, yvet there is someone still
lower to whom he ean hold out a helping hand. to whom
he can be useful,  The Theosephical teaching shows
him that Tie has arvived at his present position only
by o very slow process of growth, and so he eannot
expeet  instantancous atfainment of perfection; but it
dalso shows him how inevitable is the great law of canse
arl eflect, and he sees that when he opee grasps the
working of that law he can use it mmielligently in re-
card to mental and moral development, just as on the
phvsical plane we ecan employ for our own assistance
fhose Iaws of nature. the working of which we have
lenrned Lo understand,
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Ove of the most imperiant practical resulis of a
thorangh comprehension of Theosophical teath i the
entire change which it i'.{'l'i‘.--..-:;i,_['ii:-.' brings aboul in our
attitude towards death. I is impossible Lo caleulate
the vast amount of utterly unnecessary sorrow and
niisery which mankind in ine ageregate has sullered
simply from  its ignoranee with regard to this one
maller of death.,  There iz amonge us a mass of false
. toolish o beliel alonge this line which bas worked
untobl evil in the past and is causing indeseribable
allhciion in Lhe present, amwd its complele eradieation
would Do one ol the grestest benefits thal could he
conferred upon the human race, This benefit Theosophy
al onee bestows upon these whe, from their study of
philosophy in past hves, lind Lhemselves able to accept
it. It robs death forthwith of all of its f{error and
much of its sorrow, and cenables us to see it in its
true proportions and to wwderstand its place in the

scheme of our evolution,

The man who undevstands what death is knows that
there can be no need to fear it or to mourn over it,
whether it comes (o Limself or to theose whom he
loves. It has come (o them all often before, so that
there is nothing unfamiliar about it.  ITe comprehends
that life is continuous and that the loss of the physieal
body is nothing more than the casting aside of an
outworn garment, which in no way changes the real
nuin who 12 the wearer of the sarment.,  He sees that
death 15 simply a promotion from a life which is more
that half phyvsical 1o one which is '-.'.‘im]'l:-.' SUperior: =0
for himself he unfeignedly weleomes if, and even when
it comes to these whom he loves, e recoonizes at onee
the advantage for them, even thoueh he connot bt
feel n pang of regret that he should be temporarily
separaled from them,

Further study shows that even this supposed separa-
tiom 15 in faet only apparent and not real, for he learns
that ile so-called dead are near him still, and that he
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has only to ‘east off for a time hiz physical body in
sleep in order Lo stand side by side with them as
hefore. e sces clearly that the world is one, and that
the same Divine laws rule the whole of at, whether
it. Dbe visible or invisible to physical sight. Conse-
quently he has no feeling of nervousness or strangentss
in passing from one part of it o apother, and no sorl of
uncertainty as to what he will lind on the other side
of the veil, The whele of the wnseen world 1s so
clearly and Tully mapped out for him througl the work
of the Theosophical investigators that ibo1s almoest as
well known (o him as the physical life, and thus he is
prepared 1o enter upon ib withoul hesitation whenever
it. may be best for his evolution,

Tor full details of the various stages of thiz higher
life we must refer our reamders to the books specially
devoled to this subjeet; it 15 suilicient here fo say
that the conditions into which the man passes are
precisely those that he has made for hmself. He who
is intelligent amd helprul, whe wnderstands the eondi-
tions of 1his non-physical existence, and takes the troubie
to adapt hims=clf to them and make the mos: e thoean,
finds open hefore him o splendild vista of opportianities
both for acquiring [resh knowledge awd for doing useiud
work., He discovers that life away irom this dense hody
has o vividness and o Deilliancey to which ail carthly
enjoyment is as nothing, pmd that through L= clear
knowledee and calm conlidence the poewer of the endless
life shines out upon all these around im. We have
already said that what (he unipstrveted man nsuadly
calls his life is only one day in the real and wider life,

ard this ]!n]'hlj_"r-l ns at once to the consuleration of tne
oreat Theosophical doctrine of Reinearnation.

This is one which is very fregquently misandorstond,
amdl one of the most ordinary misconceplions in eon-
nection witl it is to confound it with the i(heory of
the {ransmigration of human souls into animal bodies,

Suflice il to say that no =ueh vetrogression is within
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the limits of possibility. Though it is trme that the
physical Torm of man has evolved from a lower Kingidom,
when once a human soul *has come inbo existence he
can never again tall back into that lower kingdom of
nadure, whalever misiakes he may make or however Lo
miy Tatl to take advantage of his opportunitios,  Sines
thas day of life is a day at school, if & man is idie in
the school of life he iy need Lo take Lhe some lesson
ever and over again betfore he has really learned it, but
sLill on the whole progress is steady even though it may
olten be slow,

Those who have nol studied it, and Lherefore do nol
know all that it means, ofien feel greal objeetion to
this doctrine of rebirth. 1 have no space here to o set,
forth the many wnanswerable arowments in jis favour,
but they are fully set forth in the sccond of our Theo-
sophical Manualz by a far abler pen than mine, It
should also be remembered thot, like the rest of {he
teaching, this is nol a nvpolhesis but o maiter of
direet knowledse Tor nEny ol us,

Man gains very greatly, also, from obtaining an ac-
curate idea of his place in the universe; his inherent
self-coneeit is wholesomely curbed by the realization of
olher and far grander evolutions, while at the same
time he receives the very ereatest cneouragement from
& definite certainty of the fulure that lics hefore him
and the splendour of the goal which he will assuredlv
one dayv attain,

In what has already been written we have constantly
had to take into consideration the existence of the
third of owr great truths, the mighly law of eause
aml effect, of action and reaction, or of the read st
ment of equilibrinm.  If we wish to understand this
great fundamental law, we must wholly dissever it
trom the old ceelesiastical idea of reward or chastise-
ment, and we must apprehend that in nature the
punishment fils the orime with absolute accuracy and
perfection beeause it is in fact part of it, beeause the
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result which follows the ecause is itself part of that
ciu=e, althoneh il s the unseen side o 1l Under the
cperation of this far-scemyg law man 1= what he has
mile himselt and his surrounding  circumstances are
those which he himsell haz provided,

Novel though this idea has been to many, it should
nol be dithieull of compreliension, We are all familiar
with the suggestion that as we sow so shall we reap;
Ho 13 merely a slight exicnsion of that thought to
suppose Lhal as we are now ]'v.‘l!*i:]_-_:1 whether 1L he In
clregmsiance Or in dizposition, so have we sowa oan (he
remote past of earlicr hives,  Indeed there is no other
rationnl  hypolhesis by which the many  inequalilics
which we see on all sides of us can be explained.  For
not only do surroundings and c:j-[mr11mi1it-:-a diifer, but
1L 1 painfully obvious (hat men ditfer greatly in them
selves and that some are in every conceivable way less
evolved  than others, It i dmpo==ible reasonably  to
account for this on any of the ordinary theories, with-
out impugning the Divine justice, but if we onee admit
that souls are of different ages and therefore need difTer
ent training we shall sce that o Heod of light is at
once pourcd on the subjecl, and thay its diflicalties one
by one disappear. '

The gross and brutish man is simply a ehild-zouf;
where he stands now we ourselves stoad many ages ago;
where we are now, there he will also stand after many
more of these school-davs which we eall lives,  Awnd
Jjust as by looking back on the savage we may realize
that which we were in the past. so by looking to (he
greatest and wisest of mankind may we realize what
we shall be in the future.  There have been and Lhwere
vet are among men these who tower head and shoul-
ders above their fellow-creatures in spivitual develop-
ment: the Buaddhas amd the Christs, the oreat teachoers
and the philosophers- all these show ns what one day
we shall be, and so we sce dn unbroken ehain of de-
velopment, & ladder of perfeetion rising steadily hefore
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us, and wet with himan beings upon every step of it
s0 that we know that those steps are possible for us 1o
chimby; and it is just becatise of the unchangeableness
of this great law of cause and effect Lthat we are able
to c¢limb that ladder—Dbecause, sinee the Iaw works
always in Lhe same way, we can depend upon it and
we can use it, just as we use the laws of nature on the
physical plane,

I physical laws were subject to capricions variation,
i would be impossible for us Lo utilize them, since
at any moment our machinery might fail us and we
could bave no certainly of any kind in eonneclion with
its work: but just because we can invariably rely upon
the aclion of gravily or upon Lhe expansion of a gos
we Teel reasonably certain in oone emplovment of these
natural forces. Just in the same way when we know
with absolute assurance {hat the qualitics which we
possess now are the products of our own thought and
desire in Lhe past, we have also indubitable evidence
that onr thought and desire in the present must inevi-
tably build for us new gualities in the future, and there-
fore that we ean make ourselves precisel; what we will,

Not immediately, for growth is slow and evil habits
take long to eradicaten nevertheless, with uiter cer-
tainty. When we sce clearly that onr present cireum-
stances are the resulls of our actions in the past we
see also al the same Lime (hal we can 20 arrange onr
actions in the present as o mookdl our crreumstances
in the future, and thus we see that the whole of tha
fulure is entively in our own hands, subject only Lo un-
cxbausted effeets of what we have already done in the
past. For neither thoughl nor action neecssacily pro
duces all its elfeets immediately,  Sometimes it maoy
be many years or even many lives before the full res
sitlts hecome apparent: vel never doces the slichiest ol
Lheme Tadl of final fuliilment. As the poet Longfellow
has =anl: :

“Though the mills of God grind slowly,
Yet they grind exceeding small;
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TIHHE MEANING OF SUFFERING

Thongh with patience stands Tle wailing,
With exactness prinds He all” 7

From this great law flow many things. € once one
gaing this idea of perféel Justice, the troubles and
sorrows of life take on quite a new aspect. In the case
of the ordinary person quile a small trouble will often,
beeause it is 8o elose to him, loom up so large as to
obseure the entire horizon for him, so that he is un-
able to sce that the very sun is shining. Everylhing 1s
allered for himy all life takes on a gloomy look, and he
belicves that he is the vietim of some especial perseen-
tion, when all the time the {rouble in realily may be o
very  small matier. Sueh an altitude is nol in the
least possible for the student of Theosophy, Tor his
Laowledee brings o him a sense of perspective, and
shows him that if sulfering comes to him it comes
heean=e he has deserved 1t, as oo conscouence of aclinns
vhiiehh he has committed, of words which he has spoken,
of thourhis 1o which he has given harbour In previous
davs or perhaps in ecarlier lives; and thus the whole
iden of Injustice as connected with misery 1s absolutely
removed Tor him,

He comprehends that all afliction is of the nature of
the payvment of a debl, and therefore when he has 1o
meet (he Lroubles of life he takes them and uses them
as @ lesson heeause he understands why they have come,
and Is in reality giad of the opportunity which they
csive Lim to pay off something of his obligations, even
thouerh they may eaus=c him muel =orrow in the pavine,
Aoain and in yel another way does he take them as an
epporfunity, for he sees that there i as it were, an-
other side to them if he meels them in the right wayv.
I'ar too often the ordinary man makes the most of
his troubles; he anticipates them with Tear, he inlensi-
lics them by gprumbling, and he looks Dack upon them
with rerret and indignation,

The wise man =pends no Uiime in hearing prospeetive
burdens, for he knows that nine-tenths of those things
which ]_:II"'“].ITl'! fear never como®to them, and that even
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the few fears which are realized are never so serious
in tact ag they appeared beforehand o faney; and so
when trouble comes to hine Iav does not ageravale it Iy
foolish repining, but sets hitnzell te endure =o much
of 1t as is inevitable with patience and with fortituade,
Not that he submits himself to it as a fatalist might,
for he takes adverse circumsiance alwavs as an incentive
io such self-development as may enable him 1o trans-

L

cend i oand thus ont of the result of long past ovil

1
i

e brines forth the seed of fulure good.  Por in Lhe
very aet of paving the outstanding debt he develops
qualities of courage and resolution that will stand him
in good stead through all the ages thatl are Lo come,

Thouzh il is true, as we have already sail, that the
student of Theosophy shonld be distinguishable Trom
the rest of the world by his perennial cheerfulness, his
undannted  courage  under diffienlties, and his ready
sympathy and helpfulness, yet he will be at the same
time emphatically a man who takes life seriously, who
realizes that there is much for every one to do in the
world, that there is no time to waste, Hince he knows
with such utter certainty that he not only makes lis
own destiny but may also gravely affect that ol others
aroud him, he perecives how weighty a responsihility
attends the use of this power. He knows, for example,
that thourhts are thines, ad that it i3 very easuy
possible to do great harm or great good by their means.
He knows that no man liveth to himself, for his every
thought aclts upon others as well; that the vibrations
which he sends forth from his mind and Irom s
cmotional nature are reproducing  thems=elves in the
minds and the emolional natures of oither men, and so
that he is a source either of mental health or of menial
ill to all with whom he comes in conlact,

This at once imposes upon him a far higher eode
of social ethies than {hat which is known fo the outer
world, For he discovers that b s demanded of him
in control mot only his acts and Wiz words but also his
thouvhils, sinee they 'Hm}‘ produce ellects more SETIOS
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and more far-reaching (han their expression on the
physical plane.  For exampie, one of  the commonesg
vices in ihis ace of oveework and overstrain is irrit-
ability. Very muany people are suilering from 1=, amd
many are aware of the failing and ave st Frreling aginst
it. lvery time that @ inan yields himseld 1o this feel-
ine and gives way to an outhurst of anger, e hahitnates
himsel{ to the vibrations which express Lhis  teeling,
and so malkes it a little easier to repeal tlem oext tine
and n litile harder (o oresist the next (oree trom without
which may impel him in thal direction.

wil he also radintes (hese vibrations all araund T
a1l t]]p}' f]‘[ll{ll[]g_‘\ll_' IRERIEIE |.he cmmotional natures of ol her
men and  Llend, ke all olther vibeations, to reproduce
thems=elves,  So that if some of Chose others be sleving
aoainst this viee of irritability, his vibrations will «hir
them towards that cmotion, and so make the task of
control more diffienlt: and in this way by, his own
arelessness he adds te the burden whiech his brother
has to bear. 1f on the other hand he makes a heroie
effort and controls his own emotion, he sends outl a
vibration of serenity, of peace and of harmony, which
also tends to reproduce itsell among his fellow-men, anid
makes it easier for every one of them to control lam-
<elf in turn. Thus, even when a man is not in the least
thinking of others, he inevitably aflects them for gooi
ar (or evil,

Put in addition te this unconscious action of his
{honeht upon others he may also employ il consciously
for sood; currents may be sei in molion which will
corey mental help and comfort Lo many a sullering
friemd, aad in this wav a whole new world of wsefulness
opeos before the student. 11 1his catse as in every of hier,
knowledgse is power amd those wlio understand the Inw

can use the law., Knowinge what ceffects upon them-

selves and olhers will e produced by certain thonghis,
ihey can deliberately arrange f it the resnlis shall hLe

cood wnd not evil. for all who ean think can help others
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and all who can help others ought to help. Thus not
only from scliish but from the far hivher unsellish
reisons Lhe student sees the necessity for gaining per-
fect control of the vacious parts of his nature, because
only m that way ean he progress and only in that way
can he be thoroughly fitted to lLelp others when the
opportunity comes Lo him,

Thus he will range himself ever on the side of the
higher rather than (the lower Lhoughi, the nobler rallier
than the baser; his toleration will be perfect bheeause
he sees the good in all, e will deliberately {ake the
optimistic rather than the pessimistic view of every-
thing, the hopefnl rather than e evnical, beeause Le
knows {fhat to he fundamentally the true view, the
evil in evervthing being, as we have said belore, neees-
sarily the impermanent part, sinee in the end only the
gowd can endure.  In this way by leoking ever for the
good in everything that he may endeavor to slirengihen
it, by striving alwayvs fo help and never to hinder, he
will become ever of greater use to his fellow-men and
thus will become in his small way a co-worker with
Lthe splendid stream of evolution,

F'rom what has already been written it will be seen
that Theosophy is in no way unpractical or indefinite,
but that on the contrary it has information to Tive
which 1s of the sreatest value to every human being,
whether it be to the child or the parent, to the man
of business or the artist, 1o the selenlist, the poet, or
the philesopher. Wherever it bas spread s uplitting
Poree has been felt, and already it has done mueh nohle
work towards the realization of the idea of Universal
Vratherliomd,

An examination of its principles will at onee show
l:'|:1| 1T ‘E]In-_‘{ Wooro ;:.:"1::']"r|.i}_1.' ll.'-'f.'i'].'H'll War L Wee ol 1on
and nation or strife bhetween elass amd elass wonhl De-
come a ridiculons impo=sibility, and (hat ils thoroush
comprenension eonld not but raise man's actions and

cnoughts to o plane far hicher than at present,  For

IHE



THE BENEFITR OF THEOSOPHIC STUDY

this knowledee means not only power, but progress and
unfoldment amd the spreading ol the truth means

the advancement of the wortd,
Summary. Surely, all mankind would be the bettor

for the development of ihat serenity and  joyousness
which comes from the knowledre that all things are
working together for good: for the altainment ol thal
wider ontlook which shows us that no man can ever gain
at 1lie cost of another: for the widesl tolerance apd the
cost, of anothers for the widesl televwoe o st the
deepest =) mpathy; for the attitwle of universis help-
[ulness, towards the lower Kingdoms as well as Lowards
meny for the possession of o erilerion by wiich ail
actiens il il thoushts may be tried; Tor the knowl
edoe {lial man iz a ».0' and pot a hodye and that
therelfore the life of the soul is bis life, and thal his
work here is its developanent; that death’is something
not. to he Teared but to be understood; ihat there s
no injustice in the world, sinee people are what 1hey
Lhave nuule themselves in previous lives, and have what
they have deserved to have; that therefore they are
abzolutely the makers of their own desting, and that
cvery word or thought or action 13 a slone in Jdhlad
edifice of the future; henee that they are responsible
for their thowghis, and it is their duty to porify and
to enrich them, nol enly in order that they may them-
selves approach perfection, but alse that they may bt
more useful 1o their fellow-men,

Those who will study  thizs Theosophical  teaching
will find, as we have found who are older stndents,
that year after year it will grow more interesting and
more fascinating, giving them more and more satisfae-
tion for their reason as well as more perivet fulfilment
and realization of their higher aspirations. Those who
exantine it will never repret it; through all their future
lives they will find reason to be thankful that they
undertook the study of the magnificent and all-cm-
bracinge Wisdom-Religion which in these modern days
we call Theosophy.

109
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THE HISTORY OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY,

Uhe Soeciety began ils eareer in New York City.
Savember 17, 1875, when under the mmspiration  of
Madame Blavatsky, Colonel 11, 2, Oleoti, W, 0. Judee,
amd w few friends joined her in oreanizing o study
Jecultism and spread the liberalizing doetrines of Uni

= -

HEADQUARTERS 01 71 SOCIETY, ADYAR, [NDIA.

versal Brotherliood. Colonel Oleott was elected DPresi-
dent. Madame Blavatzky and Colonel Oleoit soon re
moved  to® India, where they established the preseid,
headguariers of ihe Sociely at Adyar, a suburh o
Mudras, and oullined the work and the Imrfrum- of our
brotherliood.  To Colonel Oleott is duc Lhe  present
division of the world-lield into seelions corresponding
o the larger geographical and political  depariments
of Lhe caril.

el section is to a laree degree autonomons,  {f eleeis
its own oflicers, a gencral secrelary and an excentive
coimmitiee, and holds annnal mectings of delegates who
are responsible for the ;mvmtuf of its local constitution
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and hyv-laws., which, however, may not eonflict with
those of the Society-at-large, The Society as a whole
has ils organization, wiieh is headed by the Presudent,
whao, al present, 1s Mrs, Annie Desant, who was efected
1o =urcceed Colonel Oleott, who died in 19057, A veneral
connell exists in which the General Seerclaries Jiave
seH LS,

It will Lhues been seen that while the Soeiecty i
closely knit topethor, 13 has also o proper degree of
clasticity and freedow in ils local workings., s pres-
ienls are enerrelic people who travel a0 freat deal,
viziline e sections and |t"-"‘l'1ﬂ"t'l'l;'f hefore them as often
a5 puosathle,

The solidarity and unity of the hody are phenomenal,
The interest maintained in the work of the socicly by
the members is enthusiastic, and 18 fostered by period-
icals in over vwenly languages of Europe and Asia.

Fach seetion, as has heen said, holds s ammual con-
vention and maintains lecturers, who visit the branches
and instruct members hoth in elasses and Tndividually.
The sections are in jonternal communication through
their own perimlicals,

The ceneral beadguarters, at Advar, Madras, com-
prise the presidential and =ecerelarial eflices, ami the
Advar library, consisting of 13,000 oriental ananuseripls,
and about 15,000 printed books on eastern ard western
religion, philosophy and science The grounds on which
the headquarters buildings stand have a froniage upon
the Advar River and npon the 'ndian Geean and cover
over one hundred and thirty aeres,

Since the founding of ihe Theosophical Society in
1875 several small independent societios have  arisen
for theosophical study.,  In 1895 W, (L Judge, then the
Viee-President of {he Theosophical Society, formed an
independent erganization called “The Theosophical So-
cicty of America” of which he beeame president,  This
sociely in 1898, ander Lthe leaderstap of his suceessor,
Mrs. K. A. Tingley of Point Loma, San biego, ook
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the name of “Universal Brotherhood.” The title drop-
ped, “The Theosophical Society in Ameriea,” was then
resumed by a second indepenident oreanization. which
has no president, but an execentive council; Mr. Charles
Johnston, author of several works on Sanskrit liter
ature *and Theosophy, is a prominent member of ils
council.  “The Theosophical Quarterly™ is pubtished by
this organization,

Another Theosophical Soelety al Lenox Avenne, New
York, has for its president, Mr. W, H, Percival, Several
books are published by this socicty, and one M gaine
called “The Word.”

While these societies are engawed in the work of
spreading a knowledge of the eaviier phases of 'Pheo-
sophic teaching, they have now ~. conneclion wilh our
organizalion.

Objects of the Theosophical wociety, Tvery relicious
leader has in one form or othe & proclaimed the Brother-
hood of Man., To love one’s neichhour as one's self
1s the ethnool teaching of the Kast and the West. Yot
in spite of ihe teachinrg of thousands of years the
Brotherhood of Man scems as far off as ever.

Theosophy shows how this ideal can be achieved in
a new way, by appealing nol wmerely to the emotions
but by showing to the logical intellivence why the Iaw
of love is the principle of individual and eolloctive
growth., 1t combats materialism by pointing out the
facts of the seen and the unseen that materialism igr-
nores, and strives to abolish sectarianism by showing
the common spiritual basis of all religious eulls,

Theosophy offers “the materials for a needed uni-
versal religious philosophy; one impregnable to seien-
tific assault, Decause itself the finality of absolute
science, and a religion that is indeed worthy of the name
gince it includes the relations of man physical to man
psychical, and of the two to all that is above and
below them.”*

*A. P, Sinnett, “The Occult World.”
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The obicets of the Sovicty are stated in its constitu-
fion, as follows:

First.—To form a nuclens of the Universal Drother-
Lhond of Tamenity, withont distinetion of rave, creod,
seN, caste, or color.

Seeond. To encourage the study of comparative re-
lieion, philosophy and selenee.

Third.—Te¢ investicate unexplained Jaws of Nalure
aied Lhe powers Indlent in s,

Frrrnnis

“1ta ehief aim is (o extirpate enrrent '-‘-‘.Elh"r"*!'l
and skepticism, amd Yeom long sealed ancient founTaims
to drow Lhe pronf that man muay shape his own falon
estiny, an know for a cerladuty Lhat he ean lHve here-
alter, it he only wills, il Chat all ‘j:'|‘.<':H:'H]'L"[I'J.~ wre bl

manifestations ol natural Taw, to lry Lo L":JIJI1JI'1']'=1':|L|
which ix the duty of every intelligent heing.™

“The Theosophical Sociely is composed of students,
belonging Lo any religion in the worll or none, who are
united by their approval of the above objects, by their
wish 1o remove religions antagoni=ms ad to o draw

toeether men of  good-will whatzoever their religious
f][|i|ii|’|:|:;? el ]'H. therr desire 1o .-ailfln:t}' redivions truths
amd Lo share Lthe results of their stwdies with others,
Their bomnd of union is not the profession of o commaon
belicf, but o eommon =carch and aspiration for Truth,
They hold that Truth should be songht by study, Ty
reileetion, by purity of Tife, by devotion o hich ddeals,
amd they recard Truth as g prize to be striven for, not
as a0 dormie to be dmposed by authority, They eon-
<idder that belief should e the result of individnal stady
ot intaition, and not ils anteecdent, and should  rest
en knowledge, not on qussertion, They extend telerance
to all, even to the inlolerant, not as a privilege they
bhestow, but as a duty they perform, and they seek fo
remove ionoranee, nel 1o punish it. They see every
relicion as an expression of the lhvine Wisdom, and

“The Oecull World.”
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prefor its study to its condemnation, and its practice
Lo proselytism,  Peace is their wateh-word, as Truth is
Lhelr aim.

Theosophy is the body of truths which forms the
basis of all religions, and which cannot be elaimed as
the exclusive possession of any. It offers a philosophy
which renders life intelligible, and which demonstrates
the justice and love which guide in its evolution: it
puts death in its righiiul place, as a recurring  inei-
dent. in an endless  life, opening the gateway of a
fuller and more radiant existence. Tt vestores Lo the
worlkl the science of the spivit, Leaching man o know
the spirit as himself, and the mind and hody as his
servants, 1L illuminates the seriptures and doetrines
of religions by unveiling {heir hidden meanings, and
thus Justifyving Lhem at the bar of mtelligence, as they
are ever justified in the eyes of intuilion.

Members of the Theosophical Soclety  study  these
truths, and Theosophists endeavor to live them., Kvery
one willing to study, Lo be tolerant, Lo aim high and to
work perseveringly is welcomed as a member, and it
rests with the member to become o true Theosophist.”*

No person’s religions opinions are asked upon his
joming, nor any interference with them permitted, but
every one is required, before admission, to promise to
show towards his fellow-members the same tolerance in
this respeet as he elaims for himself,

The motto of the Socicty is that of the princely
family of the Maharajahs of Denares, “There is no Re-
ligion higher than Truth.”

H. P. Blavatsky.

Helena Petrovna Dlavatsky, born in 1831, was a Tus-
stan lady of noble family.  Her father was Colonel
Peler Tlahn, Lier mother Helene Fadeef, daurhler of
Privy-Councillor Andre Fadeeff and the Princess Dol-

*Annie Desant,
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gorouki., When quite voung she married General Nice
phore Blavatzky, Councillor of Staie, amnd Viee-Governom
of the Provioce of Krivant o 1852, when she was 1
London with her father, she met there her Adep!
teacher, a prince of India, then on a visit to lungland
He told her what work she would have to do in com
batine materialism.  Afler some yvears’ sojourn in L
Fast with her Master, he commissionca her to go ouw
into the workd to form an organizalion throngh wlael
the ancient wisdom of (he East could once more b
siven Lo Lthe world.

Acting under orders she came Lo Amerviea in 1573
Then she sousht out Colonel Oleotl, whose name hag
been told her, as that of a future eollaborator. In he
firat years in Ameriea she tried to show the oceult an
scientilic basis of spiritualistic phenomena, bul spirit
ualists then cared more for phenomena than for a com
prebenszion of their scientific significance.

In 1575 she inspired the formation of the Theosophica
Society, of which she was appointed  corresponding
seeretary.  In 1880, in Simla In India, she showe
publicly to interested friends her possession of man;
ocenlt powers.  The story of these phenomena will b
found in “The Ocenlt World” by A. 1. Smnett, h
18584 an attempt was made by the Society for Psyehica
Research to prove her a fraud and trickster. The lat
Dr. Iichard Hodgzon was =ent to India as a jwlicla
commissioner to investigate and report. Not under
standing the first principles of oceultism, and intensel;
materialistic in his standpoint, refusing to believe any
thing he ecould not account for, his report was con
demnatory. Ie gave ear to the testimony of discharge:
cimployves, whose mendacity has been elearly proved am
utterly refused to eredit the written and spoken les
timony of honourable people in responsible public posi
tioms.  The whirligiz of time Dbrings many curion
chanees, and none more remarkable than that Dr. Haodgz
son amd the late F. W. 1. Mvers before their death
went  far toward establishing as proved faects phe
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nomena such as were condemned years before,  Faets
that Dr. Hodeson cither glossed over or tolally 1gnored
because Lhey contradicied  his repord, can be zeen
L P Blavatsky and the Masters of Wisdom,” by
Annie Besant, and “The Ocenl World,” by A. I, Sinnett.

Madame Blavatsky passed away an Maw, 1891, Her
monnmednal work is “The Seeret Doetrine” in threc
volites, other writings bueing “lais Unvelled, “The Vaoiere

ol Ll ~1lenee . A ity iy '11121"!'%-!','*5'1‘-'," b,

H. §. Gleott,
Henry Steel Oleotd was
T born in 1832 in Orange,
| New Jersev, Up to th
time of the Civil War ho

worked as an aoriculta

al expert, beinge al one
Tine  as=ociate  agrieul
tural editor of the “New
York Tribune.”  Durine
the war he =erved in the
Northern Army  under
General  Durnside. ST
was then appointed by
the War Department {0
o inguire into department

al frauds.  For suceess

_ In this work he was ap
pointed  Speecial  Commissioner of  {he War  Depart-
ment  amd was  dent to  the Navy Depariment 1o
|5lif_ Hi F_:iﬂl} to the abuses of the :"‘b.-.'j‘.l".' Yards, i
was later when e was sent by the “New York Sun”
and the “New York Graphic® to investjrate the spirit-
nali=tic manifestations at the Faddy farme that he mef
ihere a remarkable visitor, Madame H. I Blavatsky,
From this period besan a collaboration which was r-ruiu.-:i
only by death,

Colonel Oleaft was a maonilicont orcanizer, e aaw
i the Theosophical movement a vreat unitier of pe
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ligions and viations, am didicating himseli to the work
he traveled all over the world prociaiming the broad
fraternal platform of Theosophv,  To his inspiration
awd belp are doae the H'l"“-'.‘*l|i?||”"|'1|-:|l:.f cditentional move-
ment among the Buddhisis of Cevlon: the drawing to-
relther of the Duddhists of Coylon, Burma, and Siam,
@1l those of -i;tJJ;IH and Chinn

y Lo a common plat-
Porm: and  the  foundation  in Southern Lodic of
srhoals for the edueatiom of Ly onteaste pariahs, Tl

history of {he Theosophical =ocicty ha< besn clingm-

inzly writien hy him i ] P iary Leaves,” in e
";'ilr:l['!'l'll.‘i:. '..‘El.r'."['li']_ 1'|I."-:.IFT. lq'].'-.'l_l_ L e ”l-L[.Llul:H:{-'l':; i!}.
I-'u-Is;':m:‘;,-, LT,

Mrs, Anpie Togant,
The present President of the Theosaphieal Rocjely is

Kitown by name {0 all instrefod peropdie, dop [alher,

1]‘]||II|"_'EI ].Il‘]HH_!_'iIII'.," 1o A ]J'I".'lzl.--hir'i' I:l.‘l.‘iil'-.', Wi h,—;i]q
[rish.  Ilir mother was pure Irizh,  Hence Miss Ao
Womd, bhorn in London in 1847, is three-quarters Irish,
In IS67 she marricd the Reverend Frank Hesant, brother
oif the novelist,  Two children, a son and & danerhtor,

were born Lo Lier, hodh still livingr aml deeply devoted

o her, The marringe

wis an unhappy one, and
d divoree conld  easily
have been sceured on the
cronnd  of cruclty, hut
only  a  separation  was
arvanoed,

[ 1571 the long and
paininl  illness  of  her
baby  daughter and Ahe
terrihle suilerine visitod
upon the ehild by a De-
ity Who scetned to her
unjust, shook her faith
i relicion and from this
point beran her rebellion
apgainst orthodoxy.
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In 1874 began her eollaboration with Charles Drad-
laugh,  For twelye years she worked for the National
Secular Nociety, fighting against orthodox narrowness
ad dlliberal oppression of freedom of thoughi. This
wits i period of atheism, where there was not so muoch
the denial of God, as {he assertion that a wish (o bhe-
lieve in Tlis existence was not sullicient proof of o
existence, e strong  love of {he Popular  masses
brought e intn contaet jy 183 with leading socialisis
of Eaogland like George Dernard Shaw,

Her fivst introduction in this Hic to LTheozophy  and
Oocvdtism was iy LSSty when W, T. Stead of the e
view of Heviews” vave her (o review Lwo large volimes,
“Thie Seceref Doctrnie™ by 1L 1, Jﬂ:l\';llﬁkj.‘. When ahe
read that work she knew that her searel for trull was
over and that through storm she had colme ta peace,
Sinee  then she has represented  Theosophy and  the
Theosoplieal Society in every part of the glohe, Prob-
ably now the most brilliant orator in the Fnglish-spealk-
g world, she combines g browl and powerful intellect
with wonderful, arlistic expression and deep intoilive
insight into the workings of Natoure,  [lep wrilines are
finy, most noteworthy among {hem being “The Ancient
Wisdom,” “A Study in Consciousness,” “Tn the Ougtep
Court,” and “Esoterie Christianity.” Mrs. Besant is a
tood  Tinguist, often lecturing in French, She knows
sanskrit, and has translated into Fnelish the “Bhasavad
Gita.” In May, 1907, for a term of seven years, she
was cleeted President of the Society,

C. W. Leadbeater,

One of the most valued contributors to -Theosaphical
literature is C. W, Leadbeater. e wis born in England
in 1847, Several years of boyhood were spent in travel
and adventure in South America.  1le wias ordained g
priest of the Chureh of England and had already worked
a8 a curate for some yvears when in 1883 he rained his
lirst knowledge of Theosophy from Sinnett’s “Ocenli
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World.,” Tor many years
he had been o close stua-
dent of spiritualistie phe-
nomena,  In 1884 he lelt
the church and formally
altached Lhimself to the
Theosaphieal movermenk
and went to Tndin with
AMadiume Tlavatbsky,
Pruring his =tay in In
tlin. hee was  delinitely

trained by his  Adepd

teachers 1o develop elair

voyant and other powers
of conscionsness. The use
of his super-normal face-
ultios is as much o part
of his normal life as it
is for one not blind to see,
writings lies in the fact (hat be shows that the super-
physieal worlds, the astral plane, the mental plane, the
Buddhie plane, are as fully comprehensible by the
human intelleet by scientific methods of investication

he great value of his many

as 18 any field or forest on {the physieal plane.  ie
shows that there is no unbridgeable gcap bhetween the
seen and the nnseen; that Ocenltism iz nol a vaoue,
mystical tradition Lo L accepted with faith, hut on the
other hand a scienee of nature mm the study of which
man not only Bnds fascination and inspiration bhut also
those fundamental laws which alleet Jns life for better
or for worse. A list of his writings, which are simple
and not technical, will e found elzscwhere,
C. Tinarajadasa.

Among the wvounger workers in the Society 18 C
Jinarajadasa. He was born in 15875 in Ceylon, in the
Sinhalese branch of the Hindu race. e siudied lan-
L1 e and law in England at St. John's College, Camn-
bridge, and took his degree in 1900. Later, gfor a
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while, he acted as Viee-Principal of Ananda Buddhist
College, Cotombo,

Mr, Glinarajadasa was bronghbt o up as an orthodox
Buddhist, bui soon after his cvoccsophical studies  be-
san he onterew orthodoxy.  He is o Theosophist first,
and then a Buddhist only i so far as Buddhism does
not contradict the truths of Theosophy.,

[t 1902 L worked

Ttaly  for 1][1'[':-'—I_l]"|:.'if‘:1]

[11'{11.-:1;_f:|‘.!1]:1. amd m 1904

T

R TT

]'i1' (AR NN 1,.'i.| _'*!I.”ll'l‘il.':l_ Ly
worle for f(he Ameriean
Section, He 1s o uent
speaker amd  presents a
browd  enltured  concep-
1inn4|1"l'5||;um.-:np||lv. (o=
[i:il‘;Lii\.'t‘ i:l"]-j_.fi.i!'[] 1% One
of liis =peciad studies, but
he 18 also an carer stit-
dent of the natural sei-
enees, As a lover of Pl
fo, Dante, Warner and
Ruskin, Mr. Jinarajadas-
si's exposition of Theos-
ophy  supplemeni= the
work of the other theozophieal lecturers and writers.
Systematic Reading., [t is undoubtedly desirable that
cne who wishes to study Theozophy thoroughly should
acquaint himself in the course of time with the whole of
the Theosophieal literature. This 13 no light task: and
Lhe order o which the books are faken is of import-
ance 15 @ man wishes Lo get out of thein the best that
ean be oot But at the same time it must be remem-
bered that no order can be preseribed which will Dbe
ciually  saitable for every one; there are those who
cian usefully absorb information only along devotional
Hnes, amd there are those who must have a scientifie
and non-emotional presentation of the truth. The best
thing that T can do, therefore, is to preseribe such a
plan & reading asz [ have found {o be on the whole
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most  generally useful, leaving room for considerable
variation Lo individaal ddiosynerasies,

I seems to me of A EH RS i:||:|EHIt‘1:LrH'L= 1o have a clear
outline of the whole scheme thoronshly i the mind
Lefore endeavoring Lo (G in the details, No oone ean
know lLhow strong is the evidence tor any one part of
Ll ’l"_iu*u:-alrplija':i_l teaching until he knows vhe whole ol
1t 1|':|L'E1ir!|j_', aned =ees how each separale |:-ll:1l"lll B
conlivmed and strengthened by the rvest, and i indeed
# necessary part of Lhe seheme as a whole, My wdviee,

therefore, would be that the besimoer should read fiest
the clementary Jliterature, nol troubling nnns=ell nnauly
with details, but secking rather Lo take in awd wssime
ilute the bromd ddeas contained in i, so as to see all
Lhat they imply and (o realize them as facts o nature,
thereby putting himsclf into what maxy be called  the
Theosophical attitude, and learning 1o look at every-
Lhing from the Theosopineal point of view.,  To this
end the stadent way Lake “An Outline of Theosophy™
and various lectures by Mrs, Desant and myself which
have been issued as propogomda pamphlets. When he
feels himself fairly certain of these, 1 should recommend
next Mres, Besant's “Ancient Wisdom,” which will give
him a clear jdea of {he svsiem as a whole,  Another
book which might be useful to him at this stace i
“Rome Glimpses of Oceultism” e cean then procecd
to follow details alone whichever line most commaends
iself to him. 10 he 35 anterested ehiefly in the ethieal
side, the best books are: “Lichit on the Path” “The
Vioice of the Silenee,” “The Doctrine of the Heart,” “The
Path of Discipleship.” “In the Outer Court.”

If he eares chietly Tor the Christian presentation of
the=e {ruths, the hest boolis are:s = leoterie Chrisd i;HlH}'."
“The Christian Creed,” “Fracments of a IFaith or-
gotten,” “The Perfect Way.”

[T he is interested in studying the life after death
he will fivil what he wants in: “The Other Sule of
Death,” *The Astral IMlane,” “The Devachanie Plane”
“Death and After”
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If he is approaching the matter from the scientifie
, Mr., Sinnett’s books will suit him: “Lsolerie
Buddhism,” “The Growth of‘the Soul,” “Najure’s Mys-
teries,” and also Dr. Marques's “Scientilic Corrobora-
Livus of Theosophy.”

HIEIJ,';:

1T he eares for the study of comparatiive religion he.
should read: “Four Great Religions,” “The Great Law,”
“The DBhagavad-Gita,” “Hints on Lthe Study of the
Bhagaviud-Gita,” “The Upavishiats,” “The Wisdom of
the Upamshals,” “Avataras,” “The Three Daths and
Dharma,” “The Light of Asia,” “A Duddhist Cate-
chisny,” “An Advanced Textbook of Hindn h{1'-Li;;i[}n and

18

It bies,
The student who is interested in applying Theosophy
to the world of modern thought, and to politieal and
sovial questions may profitaldy {urn to: *Some Prob-
lems of Life,” “Theosophy and Human Life” “Oceult
Fssayvs,” “Theosophy and the New Psychology.”

If he is interested in investizating the origing and
carly hiztory of Christianity, in addition to the books
on Christianity already mentioned, AMr., Mead's works
will specially appeal to him: “Did Jesus Lave B. C. 100”7
“Phe  Gospel  and  the  Gospels,”  "Thrice-Greatest
Hermes,” “Orpheus,” *“Plotinus.”

If, as is the case with most enquirers, his main
interest centers rvoumd the wider kuwowledoe and  the
crasp of life resuliing from a study of ocenltism, he
should read in addition to many of the books men-
tioned above: “A Study on Consciousness,” “An Intro-
duetion to Yoga,” “Clairvoyance,” “Dreams,” “Invisible
Helpers,” “Man, Visible and Invisible,” “Thought Forms”
“he- BEvolution of Life and Form,” “Thought Power,
[ts Control and Culture.”

It will be desirable that he should comprehend the
subjeets dealt with in the manuals on “Reincarnation,”
“Warma,” “Man and Ilis Bodies”™

Indeed, these should be taken at an early slage of
his reading. The carnest student, who intends to live
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Theosophy as well as merely siudy it intelleetually
shounld alzo have knowledoe of the inner pirpose of L
Theosophical Society,  le' will gain this froin Mrs,
Desant's “London Leetures of PHO7,” as well as [rom
{11 staly of Col, Oleott’s «0d thl':!.‘ Leaves,” and Mr,
Sinnelt’s “Oceult. World” and “Incidents in Lhe Lile of
Madame Dla valsky.”

L, mysell, thinl that the srentest hoonk of il Madome

Blavatshy's “Seer Doctrine,” shenld Lo Joft untit ab

]

|
i
]
]
k.

(hoese others have been thorouchly nssimiluted, for the
man who comes (o it thns (horoughly  prcpared  will
paane From it far more Whan is ollierwise possible, T
know {hal many studends prefer to lake it at an eurlicy
stage, bul it seems to me more an eneyelopedia or bhook
of reference,

The eourse T have indieated above means some Vst
of hard readimg for the ordinary wan, bul one who lLas
achicved it and tries Lo pul into preactice what hie has
learnt, Wwill certainly he in a position to afford muel
help Lo his fellow men, C. ' W. L,

Beginners are wrged fo commence their consideration
of Theosopley aweith the study of sueh fundawmental works
as “An Outlive of Theosophy,” “Man and s Bodies”
“The dstral Plane” “The Other Side of Death” or “Some
Glimpses of Oceultism.”

There are seefions of the Theosophical Sociely  in
Ameriea, Great Britain, India, Australin, Seandinavia,
New Zealand, The Netherlands, Vrance, Italy, Germany,
Cuba, Hhungary, Finland and Russia. In South America
and South Africa are presidential agents.  Members of
the Theosophieal Society living in other countries are
attached oflicially direetly to the headguarters at Adyar.

The Todges of the American Section are loeated in the
following cities:  Akron, Ohio: Albany, New York; Ana-
conda, Mont.; Ausiin, Texas: Berkeley, Cal.; Boston,
Mass.; Brooklyn, N. Y.: Buffalo, N. Y.: PButte, Mont.;
Chicago, Ill.; Cleveland, O.; Danvers, Mass.; Denver,
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Colos Detroit, Mich.: Duluih. Minn.; * Freeport, T.;
Fremont,  Neby Grand  Rapids, Mich.; Great Falls,
Moni.; Helena, Mont.: Holyoke, Mass.; IHonolulu, 1. 1.
Jdackson, Mich,: Jopling Ma, s Kansas City, Mo.; Kansas
City, Kan.: Lima, Ohio: Lincoln, Neh.; Long Beach,
Cal.s Los Angeles. Cal: Lohisville. Ky.: Melrose High-
lands,  Mass.; Minneapolis,  Minns  Montreal, Can.;
Muskegon, Mich.; Newark, N, J.: Newton ITigrhlands,
Mass.; New Orleans, La.: New York, N, Y.: Norfolk,
Va.: Oakland., Cal.: Pasadena, Cal. Philadelphin, Pa.;
Pierre, So, Dal: Piti=bure, Yoy Portland, Crees; Roelies
ter, N. Y.; Saginaw, Mich.: San Franeiseo, Cal,s Sun
Diego, Cal.; Santa Cruz, Cal: Santa losa, Cal.; 8%.-
Joseph, Mo.; 86 Paul, Minm.; Seatile, Wasl, - Sheridan,
Wovoss Spokane, Wasl, . Springdicld, Mass, Superior,
Wis, - syracuse, N. Y. Tacoma. Wasl, . Taledo, Olia;
Topeka, Kan; Toronto, Can.: Vancouver, 1. C.; Vie-
toria, B, Cop Washinglon, b, C.i Wilmette, 111,
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~ There are human Leings who do not care
to walle wlong the rowd that has been et
by fhe frowbles and toils of others,  They
elawim the works of the piopcer Lo cut throuwgh
the jungle, to wale the rowd for others, to
meave ey Hhe stones thaf wonld cuf the
[ret of ot hers, malcing the voad on which the
sreethee s canly aadd foearis tea gy witdd.  That
iv our only wlteaetion, the spirit of {he
pioncer. W atirice fhose wlo wanl to do
sl ok i arder Hhat olhors wiay be [he
beffor for fhety r-'-.’-'j';'rf-'l.'-':!.f. those qehao  ard
willing lo stiwgale. Lo sitffer, (o herer their
C1 T I-'.-,.-!I' coag ,']'J.:-J. ”""' ,t,-.l'.-r'.r;l"fj f'nr'.".'.w‘, 'f}L -!.'r.r'n'."!r'
that the way way be owede smaath sa that
other feet iy wealls wiinjured, waithermed.
That is the oty altraction Lo come dter $his
Little spivifund suetcty that is siriving to
seadee the aworkers [or the fulure, fruly
those who hear that voice in the silenee,
summoning all to help wha are acilling to
help, only they il spiing forivard  and
say: “Here am ;o scnd wie achore there 18
aork to be done. Lol oy hands be the
hines ofy o aeovker ™ fhat our only prize,
that our only reward,

But of all the rewards qehich carth ean
offer, of all the crowas avith which fraeveanif y
eronens her elildven, £ now af eitane so af-
tractive. { bnoe of none that rerises Such
passionale endhusiasm, as The Finissiun 1o
wrarl that olhers wny cujop. the permission
toy dahor that ollices oy have rest fhiot
splendid work, achich procleims the fuiure
wediile the difficalfios of The present are Hpon
us and i the davkest widaight proeloeons
the derse, and hos faith in the san rising 10
dissipate the darkness of the night. AL B



The last word of Theosophy is the spirit
of brotherhood. Nonc showld be happy and
content white one is miserable and degraded.
None should frel himsclf healthy and strong
while one is discased and deformed. We
are all of one life. We are all of one (ove.
Pacy aad yich, weals and strony, we are one
hocmanily and we sink or rise together,  Be-
licve not that by retiring o your own
wealthy and happy homes and closing your
windows against the misery of the wretehed
you insure for yourselves a happy and peace-
ful life. There is no peace while one man,
aeoman or child is lving itn misery and des-
titution. There is only one life, theirs and
ours alike, and only as we strive for the re-
demption of Toman aisory and the defense
of the weal: and the wmiserable, only thei
ean we hope to be recognizved as [fellow-
workers awilh wature in thal greal avmy
of the redecmers of the world, fo arhom
Gaod and the teachiers lool as thetr human
instriments to do dn the physical world that
arhich is f‘.;.ﬁ-rweff-’r.i'lf_i'_r thetr vight, their duty,
and {f they only laew it Hhetr highest hap-

pincss and their supreme frutl, 4. B.



A PRIMER OF THEOSOPHY

FORMATION OF A LODGE.

Seyven or more persons who are already members, or
intend 1o become charter members of the lodge may
apply for o charter.  All applicants who are alregdy
members of lodges must send demits from the lodges
they are leaving,  The headguarters will forward to
those desiring to form a lodge a charter application
form.  This form must be filled ont by inszerting the
proposed names of the lodge and the cty in which it
is to be localed.  Applications for charters are passed
on by the Execcutive Committee. The scetional head-
quarters are to notilicd of the names and addresses of
{he oflicers elected.  Suitable hy-laws are to be adopted
by lodges at their organizalion mecting, Fach member
of the Seetion reeeives gratuitously The Theosophie
Messenger, @ monthly  periodieal issued  under the
.:lllri[1ii'1'hi of the =ectional Convention.  Upon  his
admi=sion the member receives a sample copy of the
Theosophist, A fee of five dollars must accompany the
application for the eharter,

Theosophic books may be purchased from several
book concerns, nolices of which are to be found 1n
AMessenper. The following periodicals are issued direetly
in the interest of theosophv: Faglish: The Theosophist;
Adyar Bulletin; The Vahang Theotopbhy in India; Cen-
tral Hindu Collere Magazine; Theosophy in Australing
Theosophy in New Zealand: The Theasophic Messenoer;
The Message of Theosophy: S Afriean Dualletin: The
Lotus Journal: American Theosophist.  Prench: Le Bul-
letin Theosophigque: Les Annales Theonzophigque; Theoso-
shie,  Bulgarian: The Path. Niredisfo: Teosolisk Tid-
skrift. SNpawish: Sophin Revista Teosofiea: La Verdad:
Viryva; Sophiag Bhiaktn Gyan; Revisia Teosolien, Duleh:
Theozophin: De Gulden heten: Theosophisch  Flaanid-
LLad: De Theosofizehe Beweging,  Haliva: Ultrag 1] (HEIE
fetding,  erpan: Metaphysiche Rundschan; Noew Lotus
Plucten: Lucifer-Gnosis: Mitteilungen. Finnish: Tietaga.
Hungarian: Azelet, Russiva: The Theosophical Review.

LT



I\ PRIMER OF TIHEOSOPHY

How to join the Thepsophical Society—Send (o {he
Caeneriil ."“:--'l'l'ra'“;ll'}' o Lo Lhe :'“*'['L't'{'lLll"'-. ] Wiy ]U"iiﬂ" for
i blank appheation form,

¢ | 1 J i - L] 1 i q
A COPY Lhie roles of the Soeiecty will be riven tiae
apphicant at the same thne 10 dqesired, They are ex
tresnmely raim!l:.- s nvalve him in no undesirable ar

unworthy obligation,

Membership in 2 branch iz scevred by oblaining the
.'II'.I.‘II-'I'-.--i;_'ll:liIII':- GF two of s raopndn [ T S R R R
ualifications of Lhe apphicant. The

quattited with Lhe

] =1

Very  modest fees of (e sociely e paciid, Lhe 1'-E.>].-|]-;.:
vion ds acled wupon by the branch and il is then for
warded Lo the General Scerelary who returns o diploma

of membership Lo (he new member.

Membership-at-large is secured Dy siening and return”
e Lhe same torn, AWith it should be enclosed 22,00
Tor  cutrance-fee, S5O0 for aonual doues for the first
vear, and 50 cents diploma fees total, $3.50.  If the
applicant knows no members whose counter-sirnatures

iy e obbioned, he shonld rofer 1he hewdouarters 1o

Lwor citizens of thee applicant’s neighborhood who vouch
tor hiis  chiaracter. Their Lestimony  will  justify  the
office 1 sceceuring (he sionatures of {wo members of the
Society, These beinge allixed, Lthe General secretary will
adint and enroll the ::||]J|5-.':||L*. as o nocnher-ad i';,r_-_-_!-,
retirning i diploma,

11

Applicants may also e admitted as members-at-Taree

Heossrime eorndit '.'n:-li.n,

!:'1'-.' Vresplents of Hreanelies e |

Lhe President semding the completod apphication to Heod-

-||.':||'I4'r'-~_

The anmual dues of S1.00 are pavable each January
Hr-t, and a nolice-card 13 sent Lo members-at-laree by
Pire headgnarters,

Viembers-al-large mav join branches al any time 1

electidd Lo membership,

128






	A9-542$1.jpg
	A9-542$2.jpg
	A9-542$3.jpg
	A9-542$4.jpg
	A9-542$5.jpg
	A9-542$6.jpg
	A9-542$7.jpg
	A9-542$8.jpg
	A9-542$9.jpg
	A9-542$10.jpg
	A9-542$11.jpg
	A9-542$12.jpg
	A9-542$13.jpg
	A9-542$14.jpg
	A9-542$15.jpg
	A9-542$16.jpg
	A9-542$17.jpg
	A9-542$18.jpg
	A9-542$19.jpg
	A9-542$20.jpg
	A9-542$21.jpg
	A9-542$22.jpg
	A9-542$23.jpg
	A9-542$24.jpg
	A9-542$25.jpg
	A9-542$26.jpg
	A9-542$27.jpg
	A9-542$28.jpg
	A9-542$29.jpg
	A9-542$30.jpg
	A9-542$31.jpg
	A9-542$32.jpg
	A9-542$33.jpg
	A9-542$34.jpg
	A9-542$35.jpg
	A9-542$36.jpg
	A9-542$37.jpg
	A9-542$38.jpg
	A9-542$39.jpg
	A9-542$40.jpg
	A9-542$41.jpg
	A9-542$42.jpg
	A9-542$43.jpg
	A9-542$44.jpg
	A9-542$45.jpg
	A9-542$46.jpg
	A9-542$47.jpg
	A9-542$48.jpg
	A9-542$49.jpg
	A9-542$50.jpg
	A9-542$51.jpg
	A9-542$52.jpg
	A9-542$53.jpg
	A9-542$54.jpg
	A9-542$55.jpg
	A9-542$56.jpg
	A9-542$57.jpg
	A9-542$58.jpg
	A9-542$59.jpg
	A9-542$60.jpg
	A9-542$61.jpg
	A9-542$62.jpg
	A9-542$63.jpg
	A9-542$64.jpg
	A9-542$65.jpg
	A9-542$66.jpg
	A9-542$67.jpg
	A9-542$68.jpg
	A9-542$69.jpg
	A9-542$70.jpg
	A9-542$71.jpg
	A9-542$72.jpg
	A9-542$73.jpg
	A9-542$74.jpg
	A9-542$75.jpg
	A9-542$76.jpg
	A9-542$77.jpg
	A9-542$78.jpg
	A9-542$79.jpg
	A9-542$80.jpg
	A9-542$81.jpg
	A9-542$82.jpg
	A9-542$83.jpg
	A9-542$84.jpg
	A9-542$85.jpg
	A9-542$86.jpg
	A9-542$87.jpg
	A9-542$88.jpg
	A9-542$89.jpg
	A9-542$90.jpg
	A9-542$91.jpg
	A9-542$92.jpg
	A9-542$93.jpg
	A9-542$94.jpg
	A9-542$95.jpg
	A9-542$96.jpg
	A9-542$97.jpg
	A9-542$98.jpg
	A9-542$99.jpg
	A9-542$100.jpg
	A9-542$101.jpg
	A9-542$102.jpg
	A9-542$103.jpg
	A9-542$104.jpg
	A9-542$105.jpg
	A9-542$106.jpg
	A9-542$107.jpg
	A9-542$108.jpg
	A9-542$109.jpg
	A9-542$110.jpg
	A9-542$111.jpg
	A9-542$112.jpg
	A9-542$113.jpg
	A9-542$114.jpg
	A9-542$115.jpg
	A9-542$116.jpg
	A9-542$117.jpg
	A9-542$118.jpg
	A9-542$119.jpg
	A9-542$120.jpg
	A9-542$121.jpg
	A9-542$122.jpg
	A9-542$123.jpg
	A9-542$124.jpg
	A9-542$125.jpg
	A9-542$126.jpg
	A9-542$127.jpg
	A9-542$128.jpg
	A9-542$129.jpg
	A9-542$130.jpg
	A9-542$131.jpg
	A9-542$132.jpg

