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FOREWORD

Too long have we suffered the folk songs,
tommonly known as Tacholi Pattu or Vadakkan Pattu”
kal, to be neglected, or dismissed as 'not deserving of
any. serious notice. From time immemorial these
songs have entered largely into the daily life of the
masses soothing their pains, heightening their festi-
vities, and breathing the very spirit of happiness
in their life. A false sense of superiority of the
higher classes has ever been a bar to a proper appre-
ciation of the life of the working classes. Else
society would not have been so long in appreciating
the cultural value of these folk songs.

At last the value of these songs has dawned on
us and we discovered none too soon that we owed not
a little to the humbler strata of society, in having
preserved the memory of our departed heroes, and
handing down to us the priceless heritage of our
early culture.

The Kerala Heroes Series, which Mr, Chelnat’
Achutha Menon has undertaken to produce, will
without doubt go a long way in filling a long felt
want and the first number to the series which he is
Now presenting to the public, warrants us to conclude
that his aim in presenting s readable narrative in
simple prose, of the life and doings of the more pro-

minent of the heroes of Kerala will be pre-eminently
achieved,
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The author needs no introduction at my hande,
His work in popularisiua the folksongs will be by far
the most valuable of his services as the head of the
Malayalam Department of the University Research
Institute. His simple yet dignified prose style, and
the ease and grace of his diction, must commend
itself to all who appreciate the directness and the
beauty of the Malayalam language at its best, free
from the incubus of Sanskrit.

So far as the present volume is concerned. the
story is fascinating and of unique interest, alike to
the general public, as to the anthropologist, who
traces the growth of social institutions and general
evolution of culture. To refer to only one and the
most prominent aspect of it, it is almost the onl.Y
song which clearly portrays a ,most intresting insti-
tution of ancient Kerala, namely Kudipaka or blood
feud. Tt is thus of no small interest in illustrating an
important stage in the evolution of primitive law, a
stage in development from private to public justice.
Primitive law is entirelv of the customary type.
Various offences in early societies tend to be the
object of a purely private vengeance, and homicide
is in many ways the typical instance of the private
type of offence. Retaliation did not in early society

always take the form of a life for a life, nor was it re-
cognized that vengeance should cease as soon as an

equivalent injury has been inflicted on the guilty
party. Indeed it was of the essence of the vow, that
vengeance should be carried on until any male mem-
ber survived in the hostile family group. The insti-
tution rests on a principle of collective respansiblity,
so that any member of a relative group may suffer;
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thile in turn it may fall to any one of the aggrieved
side to take the lead in the matter. As in other early
societies, there was no tendency to maintain equli-
brium between the groups. Such a form of venge-
ance, if carried to its logical conclusion, resulted in
the total annihilation of the weaker group. Recon-
ciliation was seldom the case, and almost the only
form in which a reconciliation was remotely possible,
was through the providential meeting of two lovers,
belonging to the two hostile groups, resulting in a
union of the” two families by matrimonial alliance
which put an end te further hostilities. As societv
advanced to a higher plane, and became centralised
and regulated as in modern times, public authority
proceeded gradually to take up the duty of punish-
ment out of private hands, and all justice became of
the public type.

The treatment of the story at the hands of the
author leaves nothing to be desired, and Mr. Achutha
Menon in publishing it has done a signal service to
the cause, not only of Malayalam literature, but also
of the culture of the Malayalee Society in general.

It has given me great pleasure to add this fore-
word to such a usefu[ publication, and I thank the
author for the opportunity thus afforded to me.

I

M. D. RAGHAVAN B, A,
Museum House, Egmore } M. R A.S.

Madras, 12th Oct, 1931, Ag. Superintendent,
GCOVT. MUSEUM, ECMORE.
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