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FOREWORD

Addressing Lord Minto from his place in the Imperial
Legislative Council> the Honourable Mr- Gokhale
remarked on a memorable occasion “The Bengalees
are in many respects a most remarkable people in all

Indigeees saee eoeeneeonee In almost all the walks of life open
to Indians the Bengalees are among the most
distinguishedsees eses ceec conseenrne Take science or law or

literature Where will you find a scientist in all India
to place by the side of Dr- ]+ C: Bose or Dr P- C Roy?
Or a Jurist like Dr- Ghose? Or a Poet like Rabindranath
Tagore?” The distinguished speaker was evidently
restricting} the range of his illustration to living worthies;
fors if he had the departed also in view: he would have
found it possible to refer to a name even greater than
that of Rabindranath’s in Bengalee literature that of
none other than Bankin Chindra Chatterjee, the
greatest novelist of all India.

The modern novels as such» must be admitted to
be an exotic in this country- It has no counter part
in early Sanskrit literature- The tales of Vishnusarma
and Somadevas no doubts sowed the seed originally in
the west but they cannot be said to have exercised any
appreciable influence in India itself. The canons of
the Akhyayika were different and Dandin» Subandhu
and Bhattabana wrote nothing less than poetry—and
poetry of an abstruse sometimes hopelessly high faultin
type—in prose- The plot, if ever there was anys was
as in the case of the Mahakavya writers merely a peg
to hang the many-sided flashet of their poetical genius
on- Theresult is that we ook in vain for all that the
modern novel is worth reading: and often even digesting»



in our old masters; and if we admire them: as doubt-
less we dos itis, at any rates not for their having given us
anything approaching an honest life-like tale-

It was the study of English literature that implanted
in us a taste for novel readings European taless however
with all their merits> could not appeal to us in the same
macner as the stories dealing with our own society- Hence
the effort of authors like Mrs, Steel> Redmund Mitchell
ard the late Meadows Taylor to produce Anglo-Indian
novels in the wake of scott’s «“Surgeon’s Daughter-” But
the Hindu Society which impart those gifted writers
attempted to portray is one whose veil is not easily lifted
from without: It was therefore not their fault if they
<could not do full justice o the task they took; in hand;
The fact was that it required Indian novelists to depict
Indian life; The fteld was certainly fertilesbut had to be
rendered fruitful and it was reserved for the genius of
Bankin Chandra to prove to an astonishing world what
spelendid achievements> given the opportnnitys a Hindu
could make even in the rarefied atmosphere of creative
imagination-

In his Chandrasekkars Anandmutt and other novelss
Bankin showed that he was no mean deciple of Scott
or Dumas no more G+ P+ R» James or Harrison
Ainsworth> but a great writer of marvellous originality
and creative genius: His historical novels were found to
be in no manner inferior to ‘lvanhoe’ or ¢The OId
Mortality or The Three Musketeers’ or “Twenty years
after”.  Here was a man with a fertility of imaginations
and insight into human nature a verility of creative power
and a knowledge of the past history of his country in its
multitudinous aspects calling for recognition and compell-



iii

ing respects Soon his name was in every mouth and
his works came to be translated into a hundred tongues-
"The fame of his glory was reached when no lessa
person than Lord Lytton the poet viceroy and the son
of the author of ‘Rienzi’ and ‘The Last of the Barons’
consented to become the patron of the English render-
ing of his magnum opus Durgesanandinis«:+++-:+--0or ‘The
‘Chieftain’s Daughter’ whose Malayalam translation now
.makes its appearance before the public.

This great historical Romance which has endeared
itself to more than one generation of readers in even
European Countries it were wasteful and ridiculous excess
on my part to make any attempt at praising: It is such
works that should be put into the hands of our young-
sters* They not only merely interest and inform but also
instruct and ennoble: It is a marvellous edifice that the
master architect has raised for us —marvellous alike in
design and execution- | have never seen a panorama
more strikingly bewitching. All the several characters
stand out in bold telief like so many clear—cut types in
marble> and as for Vimala, hers like of the great Dina
in the temple of the Ephesians, is a figure that must
stand for all time by itself-

On the merits of the Malayalam translation of my
friend Mr- C- S. Subramonian Potti M- As a few words
may be said. He §s as all of us know no carpet knight
or mushroom mandarin upon whom honour is thrust by
capricious fortune- Long before he commenced the
study of English he had earned a name as a poet, by
his contributions to the colums of the Sujanananadini
of Paravoor (South). His metrical translation of
Tennyson’s Coming of Arthur’ .and Mathew Arnold’s
“Sohrab and Rustum’ in Malayalam have been deserv-



iv

dly held in high esteem by the reading public o
the West Coast- His adaption of that charming littl:
English tale ‘The Bravo of Venice’ in Malayalam pros.
has been equally admired on all hands: He has, wha
very few Malayalam writers do or even care to have
a distinct style of his own, alike terset elegant incisiv
and perspicuous: | remember that sometime ago, whe
the Malayalam translation of Anandamut, appeared
more than one editor has asked its young writer to mak:
a study of Mr. Potti’s prose before making any simila
attempt in future. | am sure that the Malayalm transla
tion of Durgesanandini appearing under such favourabl
auspicus will be warmly received by the public o
Kerala and that the book has indubitably a bright ane

successful future before it-

In fine, | wish good luck to Mr. Potti in his literar
career and hope that he will follow his present success
ful venture up with the translation of a few more novel
of acknowldged merit from Indian pens: 1 am awar
that he is already translating the tale, Mr- R- C: Dutt’
“Talapushkarani” or the Lake of Palms-

352}16_'];8?26 % (Sd) S- Parameswara lyer-
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