15 OAS@QA\O —w

middlayaue] sl. avl. @ e3406man

2191800483150V Q'




laHQ)dto

@) TVIW HMDID
ev0anl oy ]IS VanE06m
aveagle ailalooaw®



VISHAVRIKSHAM

(NOVEL)

BY
Bankim Chandra Chatterjee.

Translated by
T. C. KALLYANI AMMA.,

FIRST IMPRESSION JULY 19813
SECOND IMPRESSION AUGUST 1954

Rights Reserved

PUBLISHERS
SAHITHYA PRAVARTHAKA C. S. LTD.

NATIONAL BOOKSTALL
POST BQX 40, KOTTAYAM

Rs. 2-8-0



Qo

(ussleasm atosodnl)

avoadimyavanl si. avl. eeioemiwaen

aI0)8oaag 1300 |0D"

MIUM@D NI Q0o

&80 Yoo o nITUID BMHOFWo
alles 2-8-0



oty alnoodRlQes

@O1&H00 (20100800 o)

ailanq)@to
HFSMMOMBO ANAIDo
e2320malon)
2160101 H2ID)
@RM®BA0.
gegguomasion)
MMzl
«e.m@’l

aelag
20®oU )

esail arownoem)

PRINTED AT
INDIA PRESS, KOTTAYAM



INTRODUCTION

Thomas Hardy was right in recently protest-
ing against the “appalling increase of slip-shod
writing” and Lord Rosebery was justified in
entering a plea for the “Conflagration of Books.”
These cobwebs of the Temple of Knowledge, . the
“Settle’s Numbers” of Pope, the “Nine Days’
Wonders” of Byron, and the “Forests of Gourds”
of Carlyle, deserve no mercy and need isntant
brushing with a capital brush. The niches won by
the old masters are safe. Those giants stand, foot-
fixed and firm, now laughing at, now sighing for
the pigmies who would, but could not, oust them
from their places. In the region of tale telling in
particular, the disorder is dangerous aad the
confusion &ll but complete. Every other man-—and
woman too —is a novelist, and, as a result, the
reader gets “sensation” without perception, and
imagination, more reproductive, than constructive,
without reason. As a widower pithily and
pathetically put it, “the first is always the first”
alike in the walks of love andart. The Richard
Marshes and Guy Boothbies of the present day
have their own limited coteric of worshippers.
But the ocean that separates them from Sir Walter
Scott and William Makepiece Thackery is both
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wide and deep. That fact is a stubborn thing and
admits of no blinking.

What it is in England, so it is also in India.
Since Bankim Chandra Chatterjee published his
“Durgesanandini,” our country tooina small
degree has had her own quota of story-writing.
Both Anglo-Indians and Indians have freely put
their hands to the plough, and novels have been
forthtoming here, if not in thousands as in the
West, at least in scores in English, Bengalee, Tamil,
Telugu and other languages. But the master-
novelist of Bengal still stands where he was,
on an eminence evidently enviable, unapproached
and unapproachable. Who ever dreamt even in
the wildest of his dreams that India, so bleak and
barren in the growth of history and tale, would
produce a creative genius of his type? But so it
has been in all ages and countries. “To put it in
the beautiful words of Carlyle, “Is not every
genius an impossibility till he appear? Why do
we call him new and original if we saw where his
marble was lying and what fabric he could rear
from it?”

There are some critics who hold that the
modern Indian story is a fac-simile of the European
novel To say so is a travesty of truth, and Mr.
J. D. Anderson, L C. S., (Retd.), who is at present
the University teacher of Bengalee at Cambridge,
referred to the theory as baseless in one of his
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recent speeches. All that Europe supplied India
was but a new treatment, a new teohnique.
Bankim Chandra put the fresh methods to indi-
genous uses and the resulting work of art was as
purely Indian as anything in Sansktit Jiterature.
“It would be futile and ungrateful,”” reinarks Mr.
Anderson, “to deny that India owes a debt to
Western culture, but the nature of the debt must
not be misunderstood,” in illustration of which
he points out the remarkable factthat one of
Bankim’s novels has precisely the same plot as
Edward Rod’s La’ vie Priveede Michnel Teissier
which succeeded Bankim’s novel by some 20 years,
and which Mr. Rod said was based on the private
life of Parnell.

“Vishavriksha” or the “Poison Tree” is not
the least important of Mr. Chatterjee’s works. Tt
is a simple picture of modern Hindu life, drawn in
no light-hearted faghian for the amusement of the
hour, but with a steady hand to meet a set
purpose. Bankim was on one hand no hide-bound
conservative and on the other no root-and-branch
revolutionary in social matters. He realised that
early marriages are the bane of Hindu Society,
which will be apparent to the reader from the
manner of his portraiture of Devendra in this
novel. But he wase in 80 wise satisfied with the
necessity for the infroduetion of widow-marriages
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as advocated by Ram Mohan Roy and Isvara
Chandra Vidyasagar. He thought that as a Hindu
and Bengalee it was his duty to stem the surging
tide of protestant thought in this matter, and the
result was the publication of “Vishavriksha.” How
Nagendra, who would not at the beginning of the
tale cven remain in his boat in obedience to the
orders of Sumukhi, abandons her and marries
Kundanandini, the widow of Taracharan at the
end, how his whole family life —nay, the comfort
of every actor in the drama is marred by the new
thought movement, how Kamalamani and Sirish
Chandra alone, the couple that do not deviate
from golden mean, lead a happy life, &c., &c., are
described in the great master’s own inimitable
mauner which I leave the reader to peruse, re-
peruse and enjoy. Every true genius knows his
power which is assuredly not in his theme but
within himself. That is why the author of Ivanhoe
could be the author of “The Heart of Midlothian,”
and the author of “Durgesanandini’’ could be the
auther of “Vishavriksha” with equal success at
one and the same time. How life-like are the
pictures of the Hindu Mansion and the Wintry
Night? TItis only men like Bankim Chandra that
could be so indifferent to their subjects.

I am glad that this interesting novel has been
rendered into Malayalam by Srimati Kalyani
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Amma, M. R. A. S,, (Mrs. T. K. Krishna Menon)
for the benefit of her less cultured brothers and
sisters. The suggestion that T made when writing
my opinion of Mr. T. N. Narayanan Tampi’s trans-
lation of “Chandrasekhar’” has been evidently
taken in earnest. Mrs. Krishna Menon is too well
known as a writer of sweet and clegant Malayalam
prose to nced any introduction. I need say
nothing more on the style of her present work than
that it is still further bound to advance her
name and fame. She is verily a noble and gifted
lady of whom the West Cost should be legitimately
proud. The reading public of Kerala will, I have
no doubt, be ever deeply grateful to her. If she
has the convenience, I may next request her to
translate another novel of Chatterjee “Kapala—~
kundala’ which is cast in a mould quite different
from that of “Vishavriksha.” Its excellent English
rendering by Mr. H. A. D. Philips may be utilised
for the purpose with safety. In conclusion, I, with
all my heart, wish the talented young authoress
godspeed in her literary career.

Trivandrum,
14th July, 1912. KERALA VARMA.
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