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Namaste,

Thanks for the new issue of Kavana- kaumudi.
Very nice issue where you continue NV’s admirable
tradition of running a high quality literary magazine with
uncompromising commitment to literary merit.

| was especially touched to see one of my wishes
come true... an article on NV’s prose style focusing
on its accessibility and transparency - a reflection of
his deeply democratic commitment. He could have
written extremely impressive, pedantic prose that could
have made even scholars sweat and start looking for a
fan, but he chose to write in a style that shares his
wealth of scholarship and depth of insight with the
maximum number of literate people at the greatest level
of generosity. | am afraid neither MundaSSEry nor
MArAR had that total absence of any wish to impress
peers in my humble view. NV never tried to make the
reader feel any inferiority about themselves.

To use an idiom, “NV did not believe in preaching
to the choir.” The choir already believes in the Lord, so
why try to convert them? He always spoke to the
maximum number of ordinary people he could
communicate with using clarity and straightforwardness
coupled with pRasAdam. | think Thaayaatt Sankaran
and Prof. K. Bhaskaran Nair shared these qualities with
him to a degree. NV is in the tradition of one of my

"heroes of world prose style (and life mission): Bertrand
Russell (who wrote the ABC of Relativity, 1925).
Certainly our own Mahatma Gandhi-ji and GurudEv
Tagore also had similar admirably clear styles.

D.K.M. Kartha,
dkmkartha @yahoo.com
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