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“Surveying the schools of criticism available to them they
argued that their crucial deficiency was their tendency to dissolve
the study of literature into the study of something else___ as the study
of a particular text was pushed back into a study of it's author's per-
sonal history. his intellectual and social milieu or his unconsciousness.
What was missing they argued was a concern with literary text itself
and with the principles goveming its construction as a particular type
of discourse. This meant that the study of literature, rather than resting
on any autonomous body of theory. was forced into depending on
the theories and methods of those continents of knowledge-be they
those of psychoanalysis, sociology or linguistics-to which the text was
referred.” :
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