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IN THIS WORLD

Wendell Berry

The hill pasture, an open place among the trees,

tilts into the valley. The Clovers and tall grasses

are in bloom. Along the foot of the hill

dark floodwater moves down the river.

The sun sets. Ahead of nightfall the birds sing.

| have climbed up to water the horses.

And now sit and rest, high on the hillside,

letting the day gather and pass. Below me

Cattle graze out across the wide fields of the bottomlands,
slow and Pre occupied as stars. In this world

men are making plans, wearing themselves out,

spending their lives, in order to kill each other. °
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‘Full many a gem of purest ray serene

The dark unfathom'd leave of the ocean bear
Full many a flower is born to blush unseen
And waste its sweetness on the desert air’
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The boast of heraldry, the pomp of power,
And all that beauty, all that wealth e'er gave,
Awaits alike the inevitable hour

The paths of glory lead but to the grave
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