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HOVERING AT A LOW ALTITUDE

DAHLIA RAVIKOVITCH

| am not here.

| am on those raggy eastern hills
streaked with ice,

where grass doesn't grow

and a wide shadow lies over the slope.
A shepherd girl appears

from an invisible tent,

leading a herd of black goats to pasture.
She won't live out the day,

that girl.

| am not here.

From the deep mountain gorge

a red globe floats up,

not yet a sun.

A patch of frost, reddish, inflamed,
flickers inside the gorge.

The girl gets up early to go to the pasture.
She doesn't walk with neck outstretched
and wanton glances.

She doesn't ask, whence cometh my help.

| am not here.

I've been in the mountains many days now.
The light will not burn me, the frost

won't touch me.

Why be astonished now?

I've seen worse things in my life.

| gather my skirt and hover
very close to the ground.
What is she thinking, that girl?
Wild to look at, unwashed.
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For a moment she crouches down,
her cheeks flushed,

frostbite on the back of her hands.
She seems distracted, but no,
she's alert.

She still has a few hours left.

But that's not what I'm thinking about.

My thoughts cushion me gently, comfortably.
I've found a very simple method,

not with my feet on the ground, and not flying-
hovering

at a low altitude.

Then at noon,
many hours after sunrise,

‘that man goes up the mountain.

He looks innocent enough.

The girl is right there,

no one else around.

And if she runs for cover, or cries out-
there's no place to hide in the mountains.

I am not here.
I'm above those jagged mountain ranges
in the farthest reaches of the east.
No need to elaborate.
With one strong push | can hover and whirl around
with the speed of the wind.
| can get away and say to myself:
| haven't seen a thing.
And the girl, her palate is dry as a potsherd,
her eyes bulge,
when that hand closes over her hair, grasping it
without a shred of pity.
L

Translated from the Hebrew by Chana Bloch and Ariel Bloch
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REGISTRATION STATEMENT

1. Title of the News Paper - Kavana Kaumudi
2. Registration Number of

the Newspaper -70774/98
3. Language/languages in

which it is published - Malayalam

4. Periodicity of its publication
and the day/ days/ dates on

which it is published - Quarterly
5. Retail Selling price of the
Newspaper -Rs. 15.00
6. Publisher's Name - K.V. Ramakrishnan
Nationality - Indian
Address - NV Krishna Warrior

Smaraka Trust, Netaji Road
Puthiyara, Calicut.

7. Printer's Name - K.V. Ramakrishnan
Nationality - Indian
Address - NV Krishna Warrior Smaraka
Trust, Netaji Road Puthiyara, Clt.
8. Editor's Name - K.V. Ramakrishnan
Nationality - Indian
Address - NV Krishna Warrior Smaraka

Trust,Netaji Road Puthiyara,Clt.

9. Time and precise account
of the premises where

printing is conducted - Kamala Press, 7/615 Oyitty
Road, Calicut
10. Place of publication - NV Krishna Warrior Smaraka

Trust, Netaji Road, Puthiyara, Clt.
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