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PREFACE

These lectures were delivered by me origi-
nally at the instance of the University of Madras,
in the Madras Christian College Hall, towards the
close of Kumbhom 1105. The convenience com-
manded by one addressing an audience, to eluci-
date what proves too terse to those who listen,
being out of one's reach in print, a few elucidative
modifications were made here and there in the
lectures in their original shape before the manu-
script was made ready for the press. While so, I
received a kind invitation from Mr. S. K, Subramonia
Aiyer, Principal of the Ernakulam College, support-
ed by a recommendation by my friend Mr. T. K.
Krishna Menon, to deliver the Chathu Panickkar
Memorial Lectures for this year in the Ernakulam
College. Accordingly these lectures were rede-
livered at Ernakulam in Kanni this year, with the
slight modifications referred to above. They are
now published as they were delivered at Ernakulam.

It is said that we are so much cumbered about
with the ever-growing pile of contemporary litera-
ture that we seldom find time to make or renew
acquaintance with old masters of the pen. The
reason of the likely neglect of the old masters,
according to one view, is that unless we are intro-
duced to them by men of our own time, we wmay
not recognize them. Every age requires the past
to be interpreted to it in terms of its own ideas. In
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the interests of the continuity of letters no great

author of the past should sink into a mere magni

nominis umbra (the shadow of a great name). No

effort should therefore be spared to furbish the

reputation of our old authors and to make their in-
fluence available as a source of inspiration for the
present and future generations. I think, I was at
least semi-conscious of a train of ideas like that,
when I accepted the offer of the University to
deliver these lectures. But the requirement of the
University in the direction of research and scho-
larship deserved prominent consideration. In the
case of Ezhuthachan, no ordinary reader would
fail to'be struck by the diverse phases of his
eminence, in language, art, poetry, religion and
philosophy, as they turn to view. How far is he
original and how far derivative? These and a
number of other aspects presented themselves for
consideration and had to be dealt with in the
course of three lectures, each lasting for an hour
and a half at most. Apart from all this, there is
much in Ezhuthachan’s works, which you feel,
but which at the same time defies your powers of
expression: Your ear is awake even to his silence,
There is nothing like striving after effect which
being the characteristic of lesser minds, would
have afforded something to bite upon. There is:
no arrogance or obtrusiveness to antagonize you.

Such being the nature of the subject dealt
with and the aims kept in view, I am far from pre-
tending that complete and all-round justice has
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been done to it within the limited scope of these
lectures. The attempt has been to lay bare the
main veins to work the mine, but the veins them-
selves are far from being worked out. But in that
attempt, with the utmost reverence to the great
master, I have not hesitated to disentangle the
lustrous from the opaque ingredients._of the ore. I
fear I have run counter to accepted notions in
this respect, but the demands of critical honesty
were too strong to be resisted It is not safe to
rest the reputations of an author like Ezhuthachan
on false foundations. It is risky and posterity
will call us to account for false estimates. There
is no dearth of firm foundations for his fame, and
in view of such, 1 fail to see why it should indiscri-
minately be rested upon insecure bases as well.

In the course of the lectures I have differed
from and agreed with other writers on the same
subject and had to surrender and defend my pre-
vious views on some of the questions discussed.
The reasons for all that have been set out in the
respective contexts and nothing remains to be
added by way of justification. The two outstanding
works of Ezhuthachan are undoubtedly Adhyatma
Ramayanam and Bharatam, I have placed the
latter above the former in literary excellence, not
in ignorance of the difference of opinion among
literary astronomers as to their relative radiance.

In conclusion my thanks are due to the Uni-
versity and the Chathu Panicker Memorial Com:
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mittee for the encouragement given by them and
to the Committee particularly for attending to my
comfort and convenience during my stay at Erna-
kulam. I beg also to place on record my loyal and
humble gratitude to Her Gracious Highness the
Maharani Regent of Travancore for the kind per-

mission accorded for the dedication of this work to
Her Highness..

Trivandrum, ;
P. K. Na
20-4-1106 (5-12-1930) ) rayana Pillal
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